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President’s Column
As Bill Werwage told me several
years ago, “Stunt is hard.” It’s also
great fun despite the associated
many frustrations.
by Warren Tiahrt

Bob Hunt will testify to the fact that I am a member of
Procrastinators Anonymous. It seems that I just finish a column
and Bob calls me and advises that I am already late for the next
issue of SN. I don’t have any world-shaking subjects in mind, but
I will relate some of my adventures.
I read with great interest Paul Walker’s first installment of his
“Flying” column. He does an excellent job of explaining how to
trim our latest weapons for the stunt wars or how to retrim an
existing model. I find that the toughest part of the process is to
have the talent or ability to detect just what the model is doing so
I can refer to the chart and proceed with the program. I am
looking forward to the rest of Paul’s columns.
I built a dedicated E-powered model in 2012, finishing it in
September. I was led to believe that all would be well. I pride
myself on building straight, well-aligned models and thought that
the trimming process would be a reasonable exercise. I had a
copy of Paul’s trimming chart from his Flying Models Impact
article. It should be no problem, right? Wrong.
First off, let me state that the electric powertrain has worked
faultlessly. But after a year and a half dedicated to this monster,
making countless trim changes, replacing the horizontal
stabilizer, up thrust, down thrust, right-hand rotation, left-hand
rotation, moving the CG around, and changing almost everything
but the pilot (maybe that is the problem), it still isn’t perfect.
I would make improvements and feel pretty good about things
and be able to fly reasonable level flight. Then I would not fly it
for a week or so. Then I would fly it and I would feel that I
hadn’t made any headway. I have had several excellent pilots fly
the model, and they were all very polite with their comments.
However, very few wanted to fly it a second time… In fact, some
have refused to give it a try.
Maybe you think I am nuts, but I am convinced that there is
something that makes the E-powered models more susceptible to
unstable level flight and/or hunting. This is based on other
people, apart from myself, who have converted well-trimmed,
stable, good-tracking IC-powered models to electric, and they
hunt.
What the cause is totally escapes me because I am told by
some that their E-powered planes track well. My good friend
Roy DeCamara is thinking about converting a hunting electric to
conventional IC power. Wonder how that will work.
My conclusion of the above that there is no single “best”
system and that the IC engines are going to be around for a long,
long time and win lots of contests.
I think back to the 2004 CL World Champs in Muncie when
there seemed to be three or four different powertrain systems that
were equally effective. Muffled IC two-strokes, tuned pipe IC
two-strokes, and four-strokes, both medium and the large-size
four-strokes used by the Italians which went through the wind
easily.
Could it be that the common denominator is the fact that the
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best pilot usually wins? As Bill Werwage told me several years
ago, “Stunt is hard.” It’s also great fun despite the associated
many frustrations.
The upcoming AMA Nationals are just around the corner. It is
good to see that some of the hard-core competitors are skipping a
Nats, or two, or three to undertake the job of CLPA Event
Director. I just spoke with Bob McDonald, 2014 CLPA ED, and
he mentioned that he was short on judges. Some of the hard-core
entrants would learn a lot by volunteering to be a judge at the
Nats. Yes, it is a bit of a grind, but it’s rewarding and well
worthwhile. Besides, you get a free T-shirt!
I mentioned in my first column that PAMPA relies heavily on
volunteer help to get the things done that need doing. If you are
interested in being a Nats judge or volunteering for some other
task at the Nats, contact Bob McDonald at
bobsp47@sbcglobal.net.
I am hoping that by the time you read this, the new PAMPA
website will be up and running.
Oops, I almost forgot. My new project is a Shark .35, which is
coming along slowly because, as I mentioned earlier, I am a
world-class procrastinator. It will be E-powered and I hope
fervently that it will track and groove well in level flight. Wish
me luck, and never give up. SN
—Warren
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Level Laps
by Bob Hunt

Allen in Flying Models magazine. Truly, being asked to write
that column by Frank Fanelli was an honor. Being able to voice
for all of us the feelings that we have for our fallen brother was
both difficult and also a joy for me. Allen will never be forgotten
in this hobby/sport. I put a lot of thought into whether or not to
include Kathy’s personal note to me here. In the end I feel that
she was really writing to all of us. Here’s part of what she wrote:

The Vintage Stunt Championships began its second 25 years in
March. Hard to believe that this amazing contest/fun-fly has been
going on that long! Some of my favorite modeling memories are
associated with that meet, and I’ve immensely enjoyed the 23
times that I’ve attended. Sadly, I missed this year’s festivities, but
I plan to go next year and judge a bit. Hey, I certainly owe
something back after all the fun I’ve had there!
In this issue you will find a very complete report on the 26th
version of VSC, written by Steve Holt, and featuring photos by
Jim Hoffman, Randy Cuberly, and Rickii Pyatt. If the photos and
story don’t light your fire to attend next year, check your pulse.
There are a number of very special awards presented each year
at VSC. Among the most coveted of these is the Bob Gialdini
Sportsmanship trophy. This award goes out to someone in the CL
stunt community who has steadfastly supported the event and has
displayed a giving spirit. This year that trophy was presented
posthumously to Allen Brickhaus. Certainly, that was a most
applauded choice.
Last year the Gialdini award went to another very deserving
individual, Bill Zimmer. I have a confession to make. After
receiving that honor last year, Bill sent me a letter that was
supposed to appear in these pages. Bill believes strongly in
thanking people for their kindnesses (just the sort of thing for
which he was presented the award in the first place…), and
crafted a note of thanks the CL stunt world. It got misplaced by
me and it never did turn up. My bad. So, be aware that Bill made
the effort. Bill sent me another short note recently, and here’s
what he had to say:

“Hi Bob:
“I just got Allen’s March issue of Flying Models. I found your
article and just finished reading it. I read it with a smile on my
face and tears in my eyes—sad but also joyous tears. I always
told the ladies at work that there was never a dull moment with
him.
“I loved all of Allen’s hobbies, but especially his interest in
control line. When we were dating, it was awesome to sit in the
field with him while he was practicing. As my job became more
and more demanding, I didn’t get to spend as much time with him
at the field or at contests.
“I was truly looking forward to retirement in a year and half
so I could travel with him more and become more involved in
supporting his hobbies. I guess that wasn’t meant to be. I do,
however, have so many wonderful memories. I have spent many
nights in his shop organizing and cleaning, but mainly hanging
out where I feel close to him and who he really was.
“I appreciate all you have done in Allen’s behalf. Thank you
for the awesome article! You don’t know much I appreciate it!
“God bless you, Kathy.”

“To those responsible for me being awarded the Bob Gialdini
Sportsmanship award at the 2013 VSC and those responsible for
transporting it to and from Varna, Illinois, it is greatly
appreciated. Thank you, and may God bless you all.”
—Bill Zimmer
My apologies go out to Bill for the oversight.
A couple of notes from Kathy…
I received a most heartfelt note from Kathy Brickhaus that
conveyed her appreciation for the memorial column I wrote about

Kathy also sent a card to PAMPA, via our PAMPA
Secretary/Treasurer, Jim Vornholt. In that card Kathy wrote the
following note of thanks for the article that was published in the
March/April issue of Stunt News in which many of Allen’s
friends shared remembrances. Here are the contents of that note.
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“I just received my copy of Stunt News. The memorials for
Allen were wonderful to read! Allen truly loved his hobbies, but
model airplanes had a special place in his heart. Thank you so
much for this memorial issue of Stunt News!
“God bless you all! Kathy Brickhaus.”
Again, I’m sure that each of Kathy’s notes reflect the
appreciation she has for our entire community, and for the
outpouring of love it has displayed for Allen.
Same old song
Once again the article files for Stunt News are nearing empty.
We need for our members (that’s you, for one…) to put on the old
thinking cap and begin churning out some material to fill these
pages. We need feature articles, How-To articles, “Why I Fly
Stunt” articles, and even some contest coverage articles.
One very bright light is the new “Flying” column that is being

authored by Paul Walker. If you have not yet read Paul’s first
column (featured in the March/April issue), please go and do that
now. Then read the new one that is featured in this issue.
All of us have trim questions, and Paul’s information answers
many of those questions. I know that I’ve learned a bunch from
Paul’s first two columns, and I’m sure you’ll find them
informative and enlightening, as well.
Another bright spot is that fact that Mark Scarborough
informed me that he is working on more installments for his
“Finishing” column. Mark had to deal with some health issues,
but he appears to be up to snuff now, and he’s excited about
finishing his new ship. That will translate into a lot of new stuff
for him to use in his column.
That’s about it for this time.
’Til next time, Fly Stunt!
—Bob Hunt

ELECTRIC CONTROL LINE
Field adjustable timers/flight
managers for Electric CL, for all
ESCs, for all modes. Also throttle emulators for ground checks or test stands. $10
and up.
Will Hubin, 719 Cuyahoga St., Kent, OH 44240; 330-678-9319;
whubin@kent.edu.
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VSC
XXVI
Moving forward
with new leadership
by Steve Holt

Ted Fancher captured the top
spot in Classic this year flying
his well-traveled Lew
McFarland-designed Ruffy. Ted
is more or less retired from the
National stunt scene, but he
served notice that he can still
fly as well as ever!

Last year, the Vintave
Stunt Championships
(VSC) XXV was a tribute to
the past 25 years of this
contest. This year, the focus was on moving
forward with new leadership, two new competition
events, and one new exhibition event. For the first
time, models designed in the 1970s were flown,
plus there was a fun event for the Ringmaster S-1
only. Also, an exhibition event was held to display
and fly anything “cool” from a bygone era. That is
probably close to what Mike Keville had in mind
26 years ago.
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Previous CD Lou Wolgast and Assistant CD Robin Sizemore
have retired, and the CD responsibilities have been placed in the
hands of Jim Hoffman and Leroy Black. A contest of this size
cannot happen without the selfless help of dozens of volunteers
doing a variety of very visible and less-visible jobs. For example,
the entry forms were collected and organized by John
Callentine, who then passed the data on to Nick Lemak and
Leroy Black. Nick and Leroy then worked their magic with
the contestant data base to produce myriad lists and score
sheets needed to make it all happen. Robin Sizemore also
played a role to ensure nothing fell into a crack. Huge kudos
to them all.
Many of our volunteers come from far away to help
make VSC work. Bob and Elaine Brookins traveled from
Des Moines, Iowa, so Elaine could tabulate while Bob
flew and generally enjoyed himself. Larry Lindburg and
Diana Whitney came from Galva, Illinois, so Larry could
judge, and Jim Renkar came from Chicago to judge. Pete
and Diana Peterson came from Tacoma, Washington;
Pete judged all five days and Diana was always helpful
at all social events.
The weather could not have been better!
All five days of the contest were blessed
with “stunt heaven” weather with light
breezes and morning temperatures in the
mid-50s rising to 70 degrees by the time
the morning flights were completed. The
light breezes were even blowing away
from the sun—perfect! The
official flights were able to
start on time every day,
which helped to ensure

everybody got in
their flights during
the morning calm. The
contestants did a great
job of being prepared
and ready to go when their turn in
the flight order occurred. The pit
bosses may have been partly
responsible for that, too.
Out of town contestants and
spectators began arriving as early as a
week in advance. Everybody enjoyed
visiting with both old and new friends

Above: Oklahoma’s Joe Gilbert does it all.
Here he gives us a look at his Jim Silhavydesigned Gypsy 46 Classic entry. Joe also
flies in OTS and Ignition OTS and is always
very competitive in each of those
categories.
Left: Craftsman and finisher supreme, Pete
Peterson brought his new George Aldrichdesigned Nobler to VSC and captured the
GMA (George M. Aldrich) Memorial Award
that was inaugurated by De Hill and the
late Rusty Brown.

that they may not see but once a year. In between the socializing,
the flying circles were active every day, as folks from colder
climates shook off the cobwebs and quickly tuned up their flying
skills following months of hibernation. Fortunately, the airplanes
remembered perfectly how to fly.
As always there was a huge and welcome assembly of Texans,
including Gregg and Gaylord Elling, Frank and Marilee
McMillian, Bill and Sandy Lee, Dale and Linda Gleason, John

Hill, Stewart Moore, Bruce
Cunningham, Jim Thomerson,
Mike Scott, Bill and Maryellen
Rutherford, Richard and Edie
Oliver, and Frank and Sandy Williams.
The joy of VSC was tempered somewhat by the fact that some
of the perennial competitors had passed away since last year’s
event. Allen Brickhaus and Roy Trantham were missed and
remembered by all, and a touching tribute to them and the other
control line stalwarts who passed away this year was held on the
first day following the official flights. Charlie Reeves took a final
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Right: Bill Rutherford (at right in photo) loaned
his beautiful Bob Hunt-designed Caprice to Bart
Klapinski for use as a judge warm-up plane. Bill
seems to be praying that he gets it back in one
piece! (He did…) Bart is one of the most
naturally gifted pilots in the event’s history.

Below: Old friends Bob Whitely (at left in photo)
and John Wright pass the time of day while
watching the action on the field.

Below right: Charlie Reeves brought along a
chair for Allen Brickhaus’s spirit to rest in.
Charlie and Allen were best buddies. The trip
from Kentucky must have seemed extra long for
Charlie without his pal. Allen was missed by all
in attendance.

memorial flight on Allen Brickhaus’
Adams Special.
The first two days of competition
were something new for VSC, with
competition on four circles at the same
time—OTS on two paved circles;
Ignition OTS on a grass circle; and
Ringmaster OTS on a second grass
circle. OTS was the premiere event on
Tuesday and Wednesday, with 33 fliers
entered and most recording official
flights. As usual, the competition was
close and some fine flying was on
display. It was nice to see several
Madman (Madmen?) and Wildman
models flying in OTS. Lou Wolgast won
OTS flying a Madman 56.
Newcomer Bruce Cunningham of
Hutto, Texas, flew a Barnstormer in
OTS and appeared to have a marvelous
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time at his first VSC. Another VSC first-timer was
Frank Williams from the Houston area. Frank flew a
Still Stuka and did not appear to employ any hightech features. The CD had a fear we might see a
northern California contestant using a Ringmaster
with vortex generators.
Following the OTS flying, perennial OTS
contestant Lew Wollard was treated to a birthday
celebration including a cake on the field. The
incredible Lew Wollard is now 90 years old and
continues to be a VSC contestant.
The OTS event allowed the contestant to declare a
flight as an official by completing the Vertical Climb
maneuver and entering the Vertical Dive maneuver
without the hand signal. This is analogous to the
AMA pattern using the first turn to inverted in the
Reverse Wingover to make the flight official. This
procedure eliminated possibility of wasted flights
(and good air) due to a forgotten or unseen hand
signal.
The OTS Ignition event was held on one of the
grass circles, as usual. There were six entries with
five registering official flights. Both rounds of
Ignition were flown on Tuesday. Frank McMillan
won with a high score of 316. Jim Lee was second
with a score of 304, and Glen Allison was third at
295.5. Dale Gleason finished fourth at 281.5. Joe
Gilbert battled engine problems all day and finished
fifth. Glen Allison had a beautiful ignition
Humongous ready for VSC. Unfortunately, it was
lost in a crash just before the contest. Glen had to pull
another of his ignition models off the wall for this
year’s VSC.

Photos by Jim Hoffman, Rickii Pyatt, and Randy Cuberly

Above: Perennial score
runner, judge, and
overall helpful nice-guy,
Al Heiger, once again
volunteered (there’s that
word again…) to be an
OTS judge at VSC. It’s
people like Al who really
make this—or any—
contest a success!

Left: Bruce
Cunningham displays
his very clean Lou
Andrews-designed OTS
Barnstormer. The plane
was a gift from Dick
Byron. Bruce refinished
the ship using Polyspan
and dope, and powered
it with an O.S. LA25.
This was Bruce’s first
trip to VSC, but he said
he’ll be back for sure!

May/June 2014 11

Above: The Amazing Spiderman’s real identity is now
revealed; it’s Chris Forbes! Chris’s Gieseke Nobler
caused quite a stir with its unique paint scheme. Could
we call this a flying website? Okay, perhaps not…
Right: Charlie Reeves flew a final memorial flight with
Allen Brickhaus’s Adams Special. Allen loved to fly at
VSC. We are losing too many…

One of the new events this year was for
Ringmaster S-1 models only. The flight
pattern was the normal OTS pattern,
except that there were no non-flap bonus
points nor any builder of the model points.
The intent was to provide a low-key, fun
event. There were 17 entries, and most
made official flights on both Tuesday and
Wednesday.
Dee Rice, who is responsible for much
of the renewed interest in flying
Ringmasters, had planned to attend but
had to cancel at the last minute. Dee did
send his Ringmaster for someone to use, if
needed. He also supplied the trophies for
the first three places and a Pilot’s Choice
award—a beautiful glass mug with the
engraving done by Louis Sullivan. A big
thank-you to Dee and the Brotherhood of
the Ring.
Flying off one of the grass circles (as
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Above: PAMPA President Warren Tiahrt prepares to
launch John Callentine’s fabulous Al Rabe-designed P-51
Mustang on a competition flight in Classic.
Right: Long time VSC competitor, Dale Barry poses with
his trusty OTS Jamison Special. Dale made the trip from
Georgia to attend.
Below: Texan, Dale Gleason flew this Wildman 60 in
Ignition OTS and placed fourth.

Below right: John Wright showed up with a replica of the
Dave Holland-designed Flying Man model that graced the
cover of the 1962 American Modeler Annual in a Cal
Smith painting. The base for that model is a Ringmaster.
John flew this ship (guy?) in the special demonstration
event.
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VSC XXVI
VSC 26
March 2014
Special Awards

Special Awards

Award
Spirit of VSC – Exhibition Event
Eagle (Overall Flying Placing)
Spirit of '46 (OTͲIgnition)
Spirit of '52 (OTS)
Spirit of '64 (Classic)
Spirit of '70 (Super 70's)
OTS Best Appearing
Most Unusual Entry
Pilots' Choice Concourse (Classic/s70)
Best IͲBeamer
Bob Palmer Memorial Award
Jack Sheeks Award –
G.M.A. Memorial award
Pachyderm Award
Gialdini Sportsmanship Award
Keeper of the Flame

Sponsor
VSC
Keith Trostle
VSC
VSC
VSC
VSC
VSC
VSC
VSC
VSC
Mark Gerber
Tom Niebuhr & John Miller
Dee Hill & Rusty Brown
VSC
Bob Gialdini
Walt Menges

Winner
Jim Lee
Lou Wolgast
Dale Gleason
Bruce Cunningham
Chris Forbes
Frank McMillan
Lou Wolgast
Jim Thomerson
Frank McMillan
Wesley Dick
Reuben MacBride
Jim Armour/Burt Brokaw
Pete Peterson
Bill Rutherford
Allen Brickhaus
Bob and Ginny Emmett

VSC XXVI Staff and Workers
CD

Jim Hoffman

Asst CD

Leroy Black

Data Base and Score Sheets

Nick Lemak
Leroy Black
Robin Sizemore

OTS Judges

Ted Fancher
Al Heiger
Larry Lindburg
Jim Renkar

Ringmaster Event Sponsor

Dee Rice

Ringmaster Event Director

Steve Holt
Jack Comer
Robin Sizemore
Elaine Brookins
Shareen Fancher
Linda Gleason
Bill Lee
Linda Gleason
Bill Lee
John Miller

Name Tag

Barbara Trostle

Airplane Weight In

Mark Smith

Ringmaster Judges

Tee Shirt Sales

Mark Smith

Tabulators

Liquid and ice for staff

Leroy Black

Score Board

Robin Sizemore

Banquet chairman

John Callentine
Sharon Hoffman
John Callentine
Jack Comer
Rick Green
Jim Hoffman
Mike Keville
Lou Wolgast

Pit Boss Classic

Pull Test Classic

Linda Gleason
Bill Lee
Al Heiger
Bill Lee
Gary Marchand

OTS Ignition Judges

Bill Byles
Pete Peterson

Ignition Event Director

Randy Cuberly

Classic Judges

Bill Byles
Linda Brainard
Jack Comer
Pete Peterson
Keith Trostle
Bob Whitely

Set up tear down crew

O
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Pit bosses - OTS

Pull Test OTS

Ignition Pull Test and Pit Boss

Gary Marchand

VSC XXVI Scores
Classic
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
33
33
33
33
33
33
33
33
33
33
33

Ted Fancher
Bob McDonald
Jim Hoffman
Joe Gilbert
Lou Wolgast
Steven Harris
Jerry Phelps
Richard Oliver
Stan Tyler
Jim Rhoades
Gaylord Elling
Bill Rutherford
Chris Brainard
John Callentine
John Hill
Dale Gleason
Frank Williams
Wesley Dick
John Wright
David Riggs
Chris Forbes
Gary Akers
Burt Brokaw
Charlie Reeves
Steven MacBride
Bruce Cunningham
Gregg Elling
Peter Mick
Robert Brookins
Reuben MacBride
Joel Chesler
Bob Hazle
Nick Lemak
John Miller
Lew Corbett
Tom Dixon
Ray Firkins
Robin Sizemore
Lew Woolard
Jerry Silver
Dale Barry
Joe Dill
Steven Conger
Mike Scott

Old Time
Score 1
586.5
580
578.5
573.5
557
559.5
546.5
0
565.5
555.5
551.5
544
493.5
541
521.5
523.5
531.5
516
506.5
500.5
515
517
492.5
463
472
459
463.5
473.5
424
425.5
382
378.5
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Score 2
580
579
580
571
571
580.5
577.5
570.5
552.5
561
559.5
534.5
554.5
530.5
556.5
547
549.5
535
433.5
504
511.5
506
499.5
241.5
471.5
476
492.5
465
462.5
433
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Score 3
586.5
570.5
564
584
574.5
551.5
562
553
550.5
520.5
547
563
551.5
560
539.5
544.5
490
527.5
538
524
511
464.5
499
527
498
480.5
425.5
465.5
0
361.5
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Final
1173
1159
1158.5
1157.5
1145.5
1140
1139.5
1123.5
1118
1116.5
1111
1107
1106
1101
1096
1091.5
1081
1062.5
1044.5
1028
1026.5
1023
998.5
990
970
956.5
956
939
886.5
858.5
382
378.5
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
8
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
24
24

Lou Wolgast
Bob Whitely
Keith Trostle
John Wright
Joe Gilbert
Charlie Reeves
Jim Hoffman
Jim Lee
Gaylord Elling
Dale Barry
LeRoy Black
Frank McMillan
Mike Scott
Dale Gleason
Stan Tyler
Chris Brainard
Burt Brokaw
Robert Brookins
Frank Williams
Lew Woolard
Gregg Elling
Nick Lemak
Bruce Cunningham
Stewart Moore
Pete Peterson
Glen Allison
Rick Green
Dee Rice
Ray Firkins
Lew Corbett
Dan Gates
Dennis Toth
Tom Dixon

Score 1
314.5
304.5
311
308
300.5
305.5
303
311
302
299
303
307.5
297
302.5
288
278
273
290
261.5
274
232.5
257.5
152
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Score 2
313.5
311.5
303
302.5
309.5
303
303.5
291.5
300.5
297
292.5
286.5
291
281
291.5
299
291.5
267.5
283
247.5
276.5
244
170
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Final
628
616
614
610.5
610
608.5
606.5
602.5
602.5
596
595.5
594
588
583.5
579.5
577
564.5
557.5
544.5
521.5
509
501.5
322
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Score 1
316
304
295.5
281.5
87.5
0

Score 2
314.5
302.5
0
0
0
0

Final
630.5
606.5
295.5
281.5
87.5
0

Ignition
1
2
3
4
5
6

Frank McMillan
Jim Lee
Glen Allison
Dale Gleason
Joe Gilbert
Robert Brookins
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Super 70s
1
2
3
4

Frank McMillan
LeRoy Black
Lanny Shorts
Rick Green

Score 1
575
555.5
144
474

Score 2
576
494
501
476.5

Score 3
549.5
0
495.5
443.5

Score 1
295.5
295
164
274.5
283
258
204.5
259.5
125
234.5
202.5
0
0
0
0
0
0

Score 2
303.5
299
299
283.5
282.5
271
270.5
150
259
238
217
0
0
0
0
0
0

Final
303.5
299
299
283.5
283
271
270.5
259.5
259
238
217
0
0
0
0
0
0

Ringmaster
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
12
12
12
12
12

Gaylord Elling
Joe Gilbert
Bob Whitely
Stan Tyler
LeRoy Black
Gregg Elling
Dale Gleason
Frank Williams
Glen Allison
Nick Lemak
Robert Brookins
Bruce Cunningham
Dennis Toth
Lew Corbett
Dee Rice
Tom Dixon
Ray Firkins

The Tom Warden-designed Trophy Trainer was the
weapon of choice for Dave Riggs. His ship is powered by
an Aero Tiger 36 and features a silkspan and dope finish.
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Final
1151
1049.5
996.5
950.5

Ringmasters should), the competition was close, low-key, and
plenty of fun. The winner was Gaylord Elling with a best score of
303.5. Second place high score was a tie at 299 between Joe
Gilbert and Bob Whitely. Joe won the tie breaker with a higher
second score. Bob Whitely was one of two pilots flying Dee
Rice’s Ringmaster. All of the contestants in the Ringmaster event
were given a vote for Pilots’ Choice for the Ringmaster that most
impressed them for whatever reason. Several airplanes received
votes, but the majority went to Dee Rice’s airplane. It takes a
pretty good airplane to win two trophies at a contest where the
owner doesn’t even show up!
This year, VSC featured a new exhibition event. Folks were
invited to bring any model from yesteryear to display or fly. No
entry fee, no registration, no structure; just bring something cool
and share it with us. When this event was proposed, it was said
that Jim Lee has been doing that all along for decades. Jim did
not disappoint. He and Lila brought and flew both his Double
Whammy Bipe from VSC 9 and his Hotter N’ That, the VSC 5
OTS winner. Both flew great, were powered by Fox .35s, and
finished in tissue and dope. Jim was eventually awarded the
Spirit of VSC plaque for his performance. Quite a few modelers
chose to participate, creating a pleasant diversion from the
competition side. Ed Capitanelli brought four beautifully built
and painted Classic and Super 70s models for display, including
his Suarez F-4 Phantom, a Starduster of his own design, a
Cavalier, and a Miss Poppy designed by Rich Leroy.
Dale and Linda Gleason found room in their van to transport
and display two beautiful Don Hutchinson models: a yellow
Moitle Bipe that I believe was a past VSC contender and a
Palmer Go-Devil Junior. Don’s orange and white Sammy Mason
Stearman was also on display. (I believe Dale Gleason put a flight
on Don’s ignition-powered Moitle bipe.)
John Callentine displayed his scale Travelaire biplane

Here’s another member of the Texas contingent. Gaylord
Elling gives us a look at his gorgeous Wildman 60 OTS
entry. Gaylord also flew in Classic and he won the special
Ringmaster event!
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designed in 1949 by Jim Hunt. This airplane was a past VSC
OTS entrant and adorned a past VSC tee shirt. Bart Klapinski had
a cute Fleet PT-6 biplane which won a very windy OTS second
place at a past VSC and a third at the Nats. Bart kept the model as
original as possible, using an original Glo-Torpedo .32 engine, a
Plasi-coat prop, and an all-dope finish. John Wright brought a
Ringmaster Early Birdman modified to look like a person, as
seen on the cover of the 1962 American Modeler Annual.
Jim Thomerson brought a gaggle of unique planes for the
Exhibition event. His diesel-powered British Big Fry looked
flimsy but did great in the air in the hands of pilot Greg Elling.
Jim also displayed an Italian stunt profile model, a Puddle
Jumper, a Wombat bipe, and several other less-identifiable
planes. Keith Trostle displayed his beautiful green and white
Swee’ Pea racer. This model was built for OTS but is being
repurposed for scale competition using the new electronic throttle
control systems.
Classic and Super 70s appearance judging was held
Wednesday afternoon on the grass courtyard at the Riverpark
Hotel. The contestants enjoyed some social time away from the
flying field while the appearance judges did their thing. This year
we had the airplanes placed in rows, best to less best, as is done
at the Nats. We also were able to get Jim Allen to join Ken
Guilford as the appearance judges. Jim is a world-caliber RC
pylon competitor, a lifelong modeler, and a very knowledgeable
control line individual. They did a good job and allowed
everybody to leave on time for dinner.
First time contestant, Chris Forbes, made quite a splash with
his beautifully crafted Gieseke Nobler painted in a Spiderman
theme. This was the first time many had seen this striking model.
We were happy to see Randy Powell, who came from the

Seattle area as a spectator. He was noted as making an
“appearance” but received no points.
Classic, as usual at VSC, was flown on three different paved
circles over a three-day time period. The final score for each pilot
was the sum of the two highest scores of the three. Forty-four
pilots entered and most turned in official flights this year.
The second new event at VSC this year was a class called
Super 70s. The event rules required a model designed during the
1970s, which excluded using a Classic legal or OTS model in the
event. It was flown and comingled with the Classic event with the
scores being tabulated separately. Entering both Classic and
Super Seventies was not permitted.
There were four entries in Super 70s, which was won by Frank
McMillan with his own design Martin Baker MB-5. Leroy Black
finished in second place, although at the cost of his beautiful
Miss Kell (Bob Whitely design) which crashed when the engine
quit at an untimely moment during the vertical exit from the Four
Leaf Clover maneuver. Leroy and Bob collaborated to have Bob’s
daughter Kelly, the airplane’s namesake, sign a decal which was
placed on the finished airplane. Lanny Shorts finished third and
Rick Green was close behind in fourth. People were enthusiastic
about this new event, and several models for this event are
currently in construction for next year.
Classic and Super 70s flying went smoothly and the weather
cooperated. (The results are provided in a separate table.) Bill
Rutherford loaned one of his two beautiful Caprices to Bart
Klapinski for the warm-up flights.
It was nice to see Team Phelps, Merry and Jerry, fully back
into the competition scene. Jerry was flying his own design
Patriot with an Aero Tiger .36. (This model had been featured as
a construction article in Model Aviation magazine.) Team Phelps

Retired Air Force Colonels Frank McMillan (left in photo) and Keith Trostle prepare
Keith’s Addie Naccarato-designed Big Job for an official in OTS. Keith captured a
fine third in OTS.
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Steve Harris added a personal touch to his Dick Mathisdesigned Chizzler. Note the unique canopy treatment that
is a trademark of Steve’s ships.
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LeRoy Black, Frank McMillan, and Lou Wolgast (L to R) all flew
renditions of the J.C. Yates-designed Madman 56 at VSC. Lou
won the OTS event with his ship and Frank won the Ignition
OTS event. This is one fine flying design!
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Above: An 80-years-young Jack Sheeks tips
his hat to the stunt world. Jack’s designs are
legendary in our hobby/sport, and many VSC
competitors have chosen them for use in the
Classic event over the years. Jack and his
models are virtual institutions in the stunt
world. Happy birthday, Jack, and many, many
more!

Right: Unfortunately, Bob and Ginny Emmett
could not attend this year, but they were well
remembered as they were the overwhelming
choice for the Keeper of the Flame award.
This award recognizes people in the CL stunt
community, and within the VSC family, who
constantly extend themselves to be of service
to, and watchdogs of, the event. Could not
have picked anyone or “ones” better! Roy
DeCamara (far right in photo) had the
pleasure of telling Bob and Ginny that they
were the KOF recipients this year.
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Here’s another great couple within the VSC family. That’s
Joe Gilbert with his much better half, Colleen. Joe flies all of
the CL stunt events on the VSC menu and has an envious
winning percentage.

is a perennial VSC participant, and Jerry and Merry make the
annual trek from Thompson, Ohio.
Steve Harris of Montclair, California, made a very strong
showing with his Chizler and placed sixth in Classic. Attaboy
Steve!
The Southeast was represented by Dale Barry, Bob Shaw, and
pal Mike Scott of the Dallas area. The top two Classic pilots, Ted
Fancher and Bob McDonald, had to work hard, considering
neither had the opportunity to fly for many months before the
event.
They were both seen tuning up in the practice circles. Ted flew
his Ruffy and Bob flew his USA-1.
Among the first-time contestants were Peter Mick, who
traveled from Cedarburg, Wisconsin, and “Spiderman” Chris
Forbes of Burbank, California. Both flew Classic and appeared to
enjoy the experience. Lanny Shorts built a new Genesis for the
Super 70s event. (Lanny had some schedule issues getting the
plane done.) The first flight was taken at the VSC site, and I am
sure the paint was drying in the car as he drove from Truckee,
California (near Reno). That did not deter Lanny; he got it all
working and made some successful flights in the Super 70s
competition.
Steven and father Reuben MacBride of Las Vega, Nevada,

have become VSC regulars. They both entered Classic. Reuben’s
Hawker Hurricane was awarded the Palmer Award for the best
done Palmer model.
Another noteworthy Classic model was the Jack Sheeksdesigned Sheik that was entered by Burt Brokaw. This model was
built by the late Jim Armour. The model found its way to Burt via
Bob Whitely and is now back in the air. Burt and Jim were
awarded the Jack Sheeks award for the nicest appearing Sheeks
design. Did we mention that Jack and Shirley Sheeks were in
attendance at this year’s VSC and got to see it fly?
Following the official flying, Pete Peterson took a break from
his judging duties to put on the very first flight of his Brodak .40powered Green Box Nobler. This beautiful model was up to
Pete’s typical incredibly high building and finishing standards.
The first flights were successful, and Pete was offered as much
(or more) trim advice as he could digest. Pete later was awarded
the George Aldrich award for the best appearing Aldrich design.
A stunning Minado built by Tom Warden was on display this
year, courtesy of Bob Whitely. This striking model was built and
flown in 1971. It is still in good condition and would be a frontrow model today. The wing is of I-beam construction and features
incredible woodworking, finish detail, and several shades of
purple dope. This is one of the three Minados that Tom built, and
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Left: Good friends, Linda Gleason (left
in photo) and Rickii Pyatt serve VSC in
many ways. Linda is a perennial Pit
Boss, and Rickii takes photos for Stunt
News and often serves as a stunt
judge.
Below: A tale of two Randy’s Randy
Powell (left in photo) looks a bit bored.
He was supposed to have a plane at
VSC this year, but that didn’t work out.
He came anyway and joined in the
festivities. Randy Cuberly (right)
advertises for his favorite cable TV
show. He had a special duck call made
that sounds like an over-lean Forster
29. He blew it once and a number of
people swore that they saw Bob
Gialdini running across the field
towards the pits…

it is powered by a McCoy .40.
One of the highlights of VSC was the 10th Annual Open House
hosted by Keith and Barbara Trostle. They invite everybody to
enjoy a relaxed evening of food, drink, and conversation at their
home in Tucson. The desert view from the backyard patio is
breathtaking. We were well fed, and many took the opportunity to
visit Keith’s workshop to see what is getting built, maintained, or
repaired. Frequently, the model in work is owned by one of the
out-of-town contestants needing a repair or modification. Thanks
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much to Keith and Barbara for making this
happen.
The awards banquet was held Saturday
evening, where the flying trophies and the
many special VSC awards were presented.
Mark Smith served as emcee, and he kept us
smiling the entire evening. The pilot’s choice
award for Classic and Super 70s went to
Frank McMillan for his outstanding Martin
Baker MB5. The best appearing OTS award
went to Lou Wolgast for his beautiful
Madman 56. The VSC Eagle Award, which is
sponsored by Keith Trostle, recognizes the
flier with the best overall placing in Classic,
Ignition OTS, and OTS. This year, the Eagle
was awarded to Lou Wolgast with a first
place in OTS and fifth-place in Classic.
There is one VSC award that no one
wants to win, the Pachyderm Award.
Although the elephant is supposedly blessed
with a great memory, this award is given
annually to a competitor (or judge) who
shows the most outstanding lack of said
memory. The winner (?) this year was Bill
Rutherford, who was observed replacing the
prop on his airplane backwards.
There was also a very emotional
presentation of the Bob Gialdini
Sportsmanship award made to the late Allen
Brickhaus.
Mark Gerber generously has taken up
sponsorship of the Palmer award, which had been previously
sponsored by Bill Heyward. With the help of Keith Trostle, Mark
was able to take the reins and had a beautiful plaque made that
was presented to Reuben MacBride for his Hawker Hurricane.
Thank you, Mark!
The next VSC is already in the planning stages. The dates
should be announced by the time this goes to press. Hope to see
you in Tucson next March. SN

VSC XXVI Aircraft Gallery

Right: Bob Whitely brought along one of the
three Minado stunt models that Tom Warden
built. This one is from 1971 and features IBeam construction and a McCoy 40 engine.

Below: Rich Oliver built this Thunderbird II
from the RSM kit and powers it with a RoJett
40 Side Exhaust engine. It weighs 39
ounces. Rich said that he really liked the kit!

Below: This Billy Werwage-designed Vulcan is the work of Bob Hazle. It is
a veteran of many VSCs, and it flies extremely well. The model is a
virtual replica of Bill’s original ship.

Left: VSC Contest Director, Jim Hoffman, flew his Billy Werwagedesigned USA-1 to third in Classic, just a half point behind Bob
McDonald with his USA-1!
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Right: Another
fine flying VSC
veteran is Wes
Dick’s rendition
of Bill
Werwage’s
1962 Ares.
Wes uses an
Aero Tiger 36
to power this
beautiful
model.

Left: Keith Trostle brought along his very cute Swee’ Pea to
fly in the demonstration event. Originally built for use as an
OTS model, Keith is converting to a competition scale model
with an electronic throttle.

Right: Joe Dill built this fabulous
Hi Johnson-designed Cougar from
the kit plans. It was kitted in the
1950s by Kenhi. It features typical
flawless Joe Dill construction and
finish. Power is a green head
Torpedo 45.
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Ed Capitanelli built this amazing version of Bill Suarez’s F-4 Phantom
and painted it in the Thunderbirds scheme. The model was designed in
1969, making it a Classic legal model.

Left: Frank
Williams
made his first
appearance
at VSC this
year and
brought along
this spiffy
version of the
Dee Ricedesigned
Oriental.
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Above: Frank McMillan
brought along his
absolutely stunning
Martin Baker MB-5 and
won the inaugural Super
70s competition at VSC
with it. Note the flawless
surface detailing!

The Bob Palmer
Memorial award went to
Reuben MacBride for his
beautiful version of Bob’s
Hurricane. This award
was sponsored by Mark
Gerber, who also built a
great version of this same
plane a few years back.
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Right: There’s nothing
like a red airplane!
This one certainly
qualifies; it’s Lou
Wolgast’s gorgeous
Fury. Lou originally
designed this ship in
the early 1960s and
flew it in Senior Stunt
competition on the
East Coast. The paint
job has to be seen in
person to be fully
appreciated.

Jerry Phelps
designed his Patriot
back in the 1960s
and used the design
to capture a berth on
two world teams.
This new version is
beautiful and flies
extremely well; just
like the first two so
many years ago.
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Control Line History

Is in the Good Hands of AMA
by Charles A. Mackey

Michael Smith, director of the AMA National Model Aviation
Museum, has acquired three new control line model airplanes of
historical significance. Michael had negotiated to acquire the
original Miss Shirley airplane, but after approximately 10 years
of failed negotiation, he decided to have a replica built. It was
completed just before the 2012 Control Line Nationals were
flown in Muncie. A special presentation was conducted and the
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model was put on display prominently in the museum. I wrote an
article about that model and the presentation ceremonies for the
March/April 2013 issue of Stunt News.
The Miss Shirley airplane was huge by today’s standards,
with an eight-foot wingspan and a sixteen-inch chord. This
model has double historical significance because it is believed to
be the first gas-powered control line model and because it was

Wayne Norman designed the Aeronette in 1927. He was inspired to design
and build this aircraft after seeing a high school puppet show. Wayne towed
the Aeronette behind his bicycle and was able to achieve inverted flight! The
control lines for this model ran through the nose of the plane and enabled
elevator, rudder, and aileron control. Photo courtesy AMA museum.

Left: Museum Director
Michael Smith (L) accepts a
replica of Roy Mayes’
converted free flight model
from builder, Ron Whittman.
Roy, after seeing a test flight
of Jim Walker’s Fireball, did
the conversion and then used
the model to fly inverted.
Many believe that Roy was
the first to achieve this feat.
Roy did this in 1939! AMA
museum photo.

the key exhibit in the legal battle between Jim Walker of Jr.
American Aircraft and Roy Cox of L.M. Cox Manufacturing.
In the trial it was brought out that Miss Shirley was shown to
Jim Walker before he acquired his patent on the bellcrank. Jim
Walker’s company lost his patent rights because the Miss Shirley
airplane used several bellcranks.
Michael Smith also had a replica of the Aeronette built and
put on display in the museum. The Aeronette was designed in
1927 by a young high school boy named Wayne Norman. Wayne
was inspired by a puppet show at his high school. The control
lines of the Aeronette ran through the nose of the airplane and
connected to the elevator, rudder, and ailerons.
The Aeronette was towed by a bicycle through the streets of
Little Rock, Arkansas. Inverted flight was easily achieved with
this model, but crashes of both the plane and the bicycle were
common. (Check out “Drop the Cat Trick” mentioned in Chapter
4 of the book, Pioneers of Control Line Flying.)
The Aeronette was used in an earlier lawsuit brought about by
Jim Walker against Model Airplane magazine editor, Walt
Schroeder. Walt designed the Eagle Mustang, which, by the way,
was the first model airplane kit I ever built. In those days model
airplane plans would only show a “+” where the bellcrank
pivoted, and broken lines where the control lines entered the
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airplane to connect to the bellcrank.
This was obviously done to avoid the Walker bellcrank patent infringements. Jim Walker won that case.
Even though the Aeronette was a control line airplane, it did not incorporate a bellcrank.
Most of the old-timers who were there in the early days of CL regard Roy Mayes as the first person to fly
a gas-powered control line model inverted. Roy saw a prototype of Jim Walker’s Fireball being test flown.
The model owner showed Roy how the bellcrank worked, so Roy went home and converted one of his free
flight models to control line. That was in 1939.
In the 1940s, Roy took his biplanes to Southern CA and showed the locals what inverted flight looked
like. The replica of Roy’s airplane was built by Ron Wittman, who also located a Micro .19 motor like the
one used in the original airplane. (Ron was recently inducted into the AMA Model Aviation Hall of Fame.
Ron is best known for holding the indoor hand-launched glider endurance record for 36 years. The glider is
also now on display in the AMA museum.)
There is much more information about the airplanes, the legal battles and all of these great personalities in
a book that I authored called Pioneers of Control Line Flying. I donated that book to PAMPA, and you can
purchase a copy for $12.00 through PAMPA Products.
May the centrifugal force be with you. SN
—Charles A. Mackey
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Above:Builder of the Roy Mayes replica
plane, Ron Wittman, located a Micro .19
engine like the one used by Roy in the
original ship. It is noted that Roy toured
Southern California in the early 1940s
demonstrating inverted flight to the locals.
AMA museum photo.

Left: After 10 years of unsuccessful
negotiations to obtain the original Miss
Shirley airplane, the Director of the AMA
National Museum, Michael Smith, had this
outstanding replica built. The builder was
Scott Cheslik, who donated his time and
talent to the project. The model was
formally accepted by the AMA museum
during a special presentation that was held
during the 2012 Nats. AMA museum photo.
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E-Stunt

Speed Controllers and Timers

When I write these columns, I always try to write about topics
that are either current on the internet forums or questions that
people ask me over the phone or at the local field here in New
York City. We had a rough winter here, so I didn’t get out to the
field for a few months, and we also had to deal with Kevin
finding a college that would work for both him and us. I am very
proud to say that he will be attending Macaulay Honor’s College
here in NYC. He will be studying to become a mechanical
engineer like his older brother.
The first thing that I would like to cover is speed controllers.
As most of you know, the majority of electric-powered planes are
using Castle Creation speed controllers matched with one of Will
Hubin’s timers. Over the last few years Castle has changed their

Above: This is an Edge Lite 75, a
part of the new Edge series by
Castle.

Right: Here is an assortment of
Castle ESCs.Shown are a Phoenix
10, 35, and 45, an Ice Lite 50, and a
Phoenix 60.
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by Will DeMauro

product lineup twice. We started with the Phoenix series with the
Phoenix 45, probably being the most popular, and the Phoenix 35
and 60 being the other next most used ones.
These speed controllers were among the lightest available to
us, and they had a great internal governor that could be just about
totally reliable. When these were discontinued, Castle introduced
the Ice series. The Ice Lite 50 became a favorite of many control
line pilots. The Ice Lite 75 was used by those who preferred using
5-cell LiPo packs. These were a little larger and a little heavier,
but they used the same firmware and worked very well.
Castle also kept producing the Phoenix 35, 25, and 10 to
satisfy the market that required smaller speed controls. In about
mid 2013 Castle discontinued the Ice series and the rest of the
Phoenix series and introduced the Phoenix Edge, the Edge Lite

This is a sample of the Talon 35 as it comes packaged from Castle. This
ESC was designed as a replacement for the discontinued Phoenix 35.

series, and the new Talon series, which covered the smaller plane
requirements with 15-amp, 25-amp, and 35-amp speed
controllers.
I just learned that when programing your Hubin FM 9 timers
for Talon ESCs, the RPM when tached was about 1000 off. Will
Hubin got together with the people from Castle and revised his
prog box chip to show the correct RPM. If you are using a Talon,
you may want to contact Will Hubin for the latest prog box chip.
Castle continues to support all versions of their speed
controllers, and all versions will accept the latest firmware which
is currently Link version 3.56.21. This is especially good since it
keeps all versions equal for us. The one complaint that I keep
hearing on the Castle products is that they cost a lot more than
the Chinese-made stuff that is very much available.
For those of us who are patient, and like to bargain hunt, I can
tell you that all versions of the Castle speed controllers frequently
come up for sale on the RC forums for very good prices. Many
times you can even snag new stuff for half off. Sometimes you
can get the gently used stuff for even less than the new Chinesemade stuff.
Don’t worry about buying used ESCs, so long as you can get
them for at least 50% off retail; Castle warranties even the older
stuff, and even if you don’t have a receipt they will take stuff
back and give you a new one for 50%. This is kind of like the old
Fox 50% off engine deal that I think they still offer. I once sent in
a burned-out Phoenix 45 that I had crashed, burned to a crisp, and
melted. I put the ashes in an envelope and
sent them back. Two weeks later I had a
brand new ESC! Castle is a US-based
company that gives us great support, so
keep that in mind when buying your
electric control line products.
Some of the major problems that most of
us have found with the lower-cost Chinesemade speed controllers are that they don’t
govern very well and the quality control is
all over the place. Most of these issues
have now been solved with the introduction
of the KR Governor Timer designed and
manufactured by Keith Renecle This timer
has a wire that connects to one of the motor
wires, and the timer itself counts the pulses
and keeps the motor running at a steady
RPM. Success has been reported with most
of the less expensive ESCs, like the
Hobbywings, Turnigys, etc.
I have read that the smoothest of the

Above: The ZTW 50 Amp ESC can handle a
constant current of 50 amps with bursts of up
to 70Amps. This ESC measures 23mm x
52mm x 7mm, and weighs 50 grams
including the Deans connectors and the 4mm
motor connectors. It can be programmed via
an RC transmitter or by using the optional
program card.
Right: Here’s the ZTW speed control with
switch and KR timer as it is delivered, set up
and ready to install.
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Above: The above photo shows
the KR governors with the
horizontal and vertical pins
options. Eric Rule Photo.

Left: This photo shows one of the
horizontal KR Governors, a
Program Stick and one of the
slide switches. Eric Rule Photo.

low-cost ESCs has been the ZTW brand. One of the better
features of this system is that they will shut down almost
immediately if you have a prop strike. This is really good for
those flying off grass surfaces.
Both the KR Timer and the ZTW speed controller are
available from Eric Rule at RSM Distribution. The website is
www.rsmdistribution.com. Eric is a huge supporter of the
control line community and can provide the support and
expertise needed in setting up one of these governor timers.
The KR timer will also work with the Castle and other
higher-end speed controllers. The only thing that has to be
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done is that the internal governors have to be disabled or
turned off. With Eric Rule’s permission I have copied a post off
of Stunt Hanger that he wrote that explains the KR timer much
better than I can. (Editor’s note: The following comments by
Eric Rule—a supplier of the KR unit and the ZTW ESCs—do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of anyone connected with
PAMPA or Stunt News.)
“If you want something that will allow you to experience
electric flight that has increased rpm when in maneuvers, then
the KR Governor is the one you want. The KR Governor and

This is the compact version of the KR
Governor. This one has a push-button
switch and is used on profile models
where the builder may want to keep
things neat without extra wire to deal
with. Eric Rule photo.

the Hubin timer differ in the way they control the rpm. The
Hubin timer works through the ESC’s throttle control by using
a percentage of maximum throttle. This works out pretty well.
The KR Governor works by actually reading the emp pulse of
the motor shaft so it does not need the ESC to help control the
rpm. That is why an inexpensive ESC can be used. Both the
Hubin and the KR have an accurate flight-time function.
“The KR Governor has its own ultra-soft start function, as
well as the major safety feature of instant shut down of the ECL
system in the event of a prop strike. Once you burn up a $600 ECl
system as I did, you will understand how important that feature
is!
“Only the KR Governor allows you to choose how much
additional rpm will be fed into your motor when you go into a
maneuver. With the exception of Igor’s amazing system, there is
no other timer out there that will do this. Imagine the old style 42-4 break or the modern tuned pipe, and that is what you can
accomplish with the KR Governor.
“When you consider that the KR Governor costs $42.50 and
an ESC for it costs only $25-$50, it is easy to see that not only is
the KR governor superior to other timers (except for Igor’s), but
it is also much less expensive initially and in the future. When you
combine the cost with the added features, the KR Governor
stands head and shoulders above any of the other timers
available.
“The main points that differentiate the KR Governor from the
other timers out there are as follows:
1) KR Gov handles control of the rpm in a different manner, so

this allows us to use a low-cost ESC which does not have a heli
governor mode.
2) KR Gov has an ultra-soft start installed in it, so there is no
need to set one in the ESC.
3) Flight Time from 10 seconds to 7 minutes can be set in 10second intervals.
4) End of flight is announced 10 seconds before motor stop by
2-second drop in rpm followed by full rpm.
5) Start up delay can be set from 1 second to 1 minute.
6) KR Governor instantly shuts down the electric system in the
event of prop strike. This keeps your electric system from burning
up.
7) RPM actually increases when you go into your maneuvers.
This is the ‘Variable Gain’ feature which can be from low (setting
of 1) through high (setting of 7) in 7 stages. This equates to the
old 4-2-4 break or more accurately to the tuned pipe motor run.
8) Changing the programming in a KR Governor does not
require a computer, so at-the-field changes can be made in
seconds.”
After speaking with Eric I decided to personally try a KR
timer. (I will write about that experience in a future column.) This
is the only ECL system that I have not flown, as I got to fly Crist
Rigotti’s plane with Igor’s system in it at the Broken Arrow meet
in September of 2013.
Just like Castle Creations, the support we get from company’s
such as RSM should be kept in mind when buying our control
line products. Without them we would not be as advanced as we
are in electric control line flying. SN
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Flying
Now that the plane is in Basic Trim,” it is time to progress to
“Advanced Trim.” This is simply a continuation of the flow chart
introduced last time. (Editor’s note: For your convenience, Paul’s
flow chart that was presented in his first installment on the Flying
column is included again here.) In this phase of trimming, you
will have to evaluate each criterion similar to what is done at the
eye doctor. You will experiment with different adjustments and
determine which adjustment is the best. This is to be done for
each criterion, but it also applies to the overall best for that plane.
Sometimes a single criterion is met well, yet another can’t be
adjusted to suitability. This is where a compromise may need to
be made. What is the best trim of the plane to maximize the
points you put on the scoreboard? I generally don’t like
compromises and try to find perfection in every criterion, but
reality is a cruel mistress. My World Champion plane from 1992
had a compromise in its trim yet was still able to win. So all is
not lost if every criterion can’t be met.
The first criterion is “Pitch Sensitivity.” The plane must turn at
an acceptable rate for the pilot of the plane. From this point on in
this process it becomes a personal affair between the pilot and the
plane. Someone else will make different decisions at this stage of
trim, so this is just between you and your plane.
At this point a balance needs to be struck between how fast it
will corner and how smooth it is through the rounds. You will
have to decide what is right for you. If you feel you have the
perfect balance between rounds and squares now and the amount
of handle rotation to do that is just right, move to the next step. If
it is not perfect, try some of the mentioned adjustments.

by Paul Walker
Add/subtract some nose weight and recheck the feel.
Generally, as you increase the nose weight, the line tension
will increase as well, which feels good! However, this can easily
lead to high “stick force” and cause problems in parts of the
pattern where line tension is less, as well as in dead-air
conditions. Flying too nose-heavy in dead air, in my experience,
is a prescription for finding your wake at the bottom of a triangle.
After you try adding nose weight, try taking it out and then
some more. Check the response in corners and rounds, and then
decide where the CG needs to be. If you find that spot which is
best, yet there is still not a great “feel” for either the corners or
rounds, try increasing/decreasing the amount of elevator
deflection versus flap deflection.
You have a slider in the elevator horn, don’t you? Increasing
the elevator throw relative to the flaps will make the plane turn
quicker and the rounds groove a little less. If the plane is
sluggish, this might help. On the other side, slowing down the
elevator will slow the corners and improve the round groove.
Once this adjustment is made, reconsider the CG location you
came up with earlier.
Finally, the spacing on the handle easily affects the “Pitch
Sensitivity.” If sluggish, increase the spacing, and if too quick,
decrease the spacing. The final adjustment that can be made is the
diameter of the prop. A large-diameter prop will slow the corner
and make nice rounds. Sounds a lot like nose weight, doesn’t it?
In general, a larger prop will give more line tension and a more
nose-heavy effect on the plane. In a similar vein, a three-blade
versus a two-blade of the same diameter will do the same.

Looking for examples of well-trimmed airplanes? Try watching the top flier’s ships at the Nats! Here’s Kaz Minato’s fantastic F6F Hellcat semi-scale
stunter flying at last year’s Nats. It looks great and flies exquisitely.
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Left: Matt Neumann has built and flown a
number of semiscale Stuka stunt models over
the years, and each one seemed to fly better
than the previous one—a sign of good
building habits for sure, but also a sign of
ever improving trimming skills! Note how far
aft the leadouts are on Matt’s plane…
Below: Paul Walker’s Impacts are always
extremely well trimmed and seem to fly well
in all conditions. In this series he’s sharing
the necessary trimming information to allow
us all to have equally great flying ships. All it
takes is study and work!

It soon becomes obvious that there are
four significant drivers here for “Pitch
Sensitivity,” and all need to be
investigated. Further, all four interact
with each other, and sometimes it is hard
to tell which parameter is the most
important. That’s why it is important to
go through this process one change at a
time to get a feel of the significance of
each.
This feel for the significance of each
adjustment will become important later
in the trim process, or at an important
competition later. The object of this
criterion is to have a balance between the
square corners and the round maneuvers
that is easily achieved by the pilot. I have
flown other people’s planes that met the
first part of this (good balance) but
required way too much handle throw to achieve. In my opinion,
the throw should have been reduced, but this does come back to
the individual pilot’s preference.
It should be noted that when these changes are made, they can
affect some of the previous changes made. Follow the flow chart
back and reevaluate all the criteria that have previously been
evaluated. Sometimes this can require a few trips through this
chart to satisfy all criteria. When satisfied that a balance has been
struck here, move on to the “Quality of Turn” criterion.
At this point, the corner of the plane will be evaluated. Just
because you have a balance from the previous step, it may not
make a quality corner. The same plane can be adjusted
differently, such that both can have the same corner radius and
look, yet one trim can find that corner one out of three tries and
the other ten out of ten times. I know which trim configuration I
want! Further, at this point the pilot’s preference really begins to
show. What kind of corner is desired? Soft, hard, a “fly through,”
a pivot, etc? Each requires a different trim to achieve
consistently.

The decisions made here will directly influence the scores you
put on the scoreboard, as corners will make or break your final
score. My criterion here is to adjust the trim so that I can make
that corner 10 out of 10 times under pressure. Inside that criterion
is what type of corner do you want?
On one end is a soft corner. This one is easier to do
consistently, except maybe when the wind blows quite strongly. A
correctly done soft corner shows the judges your precision, as
you should be making better bottoms. On the other end of the
scale is the tight corner. Just opposite the soft corner, this type of
corner can be harder to do consistently. I also find that it is easier
to do consistently in a strong wind than a soft corner.
The tight corner satisfies the rules better, as the rules state that
a corner should be tight! The problem with a tight corner is that if
you miss one, everyone including your blind grandmother can see
it, and your score will reflect it. Per the rules, a tight corner done
correctly should receive a better score than a soft corner done
correctly.
In between the soft and hard corner are other corners that have
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Left: Brett Buck gives his flying buddy,
David Fitzgerald, a launch on Dave’s
winning Nats flight in 2011. Dave’s Thunder
Gazer is yet another model that has been
developed over a long period of time and
with several versions built.

Below: Dave’s consistently great
performances are proof of good model
design, hard work at the practice field, and
great trimming skills.

distinctive characteristics. The “pivot”
corner is defined by the tail dropping
in the corner and pivoting at the CG.
The other extreme of this is the “fly
through” corner, where the tail never
drops and the wing lifts all the way
through the corner. In general, the “fly
through” corner is closer to the soft
corner and the “pivot” corner closer to
the hard corner. Again, in general the
“fly through” corner will have more
flap deflection and the “pivot” corner
less flap.
So, the choice is yours. You need to
be able to see this and then decide
which type corner you are going to
shoot for.
With that said, there are other things that influence the quality
of the corner. As stated earlier, the prop diameter is a player in the
“Quality of Turn.” If you are shooting for a tighter corner, try a
Doug Moon’s Riff Raff hits a perfect bottom in a
looping maneuver during the Top-5 fly-off at the
2012 Nats. Doug apparently did a lot of perfect
things during his flights that year as he captured
his first National Championship crown!
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smaller diameter prop. Using a larger diameter and moving the
CG aft will achieve the same corner but will change many other
aspects of the pattern. Test, but recheck previous criteria.
The next item that affects corners is tip weight. As stated in
the basic trim section, most people fly
with too much tip weight and pay the
price for that at this point. The plane
must turn cleanly through the corner to
be very repeatable. This can be a very
sensitive adjustment. The difference of
a gram or two can make a significant
difference in the planes ability to turn,
stop, and lock. Too much or too little
weight will make the stop and lock
portion much more variable, thus, not
meeting the criterion of 10 out of 10
good corners. Experiment with tip
weight changes in two-gram
increments to see the effect.
Another factor in the “Quality of
Turn” is the leadout position. Many
things influence the location of where
the leadouts exit the wingtip, and some
of that is your own flying style. For
years, I flew with the leadouts as far
forward as possible, and now I fly with

Right: Mike McHenry flies this fine replica of
the Corsair that his father designed back in
the 1960s. The classic legal ship looks to
have an anhedral stab (bent down at the
tips), but it has been trimmed to fly as well
as any normal ship.
Below: Bob Hunt’s Crossfire Extreme
features a swept forward flap hinge line.
Bob feels that this makes the model easier
to turn in heavy winds. There are some
trimming differences with this arrangement,
but many have used them successfully over
the years and they seem to fly just fine.

another trial and error check you are
going to have to make.
Along the same line, engine offset will
influence the corner much like leadout
position. Offset will act like leadouts
being aft. The one problem with this trim
change is that nearly everybody has a
nice spinner to nose ring joint, and
finding that you want more offset will
make that nice joint ugly.
In that vein, when I started flying
electrics I had a cowl that could move
with the engine so that this wasn’t a
problem. I found that two degrees offset

my leadouts as far aft as possible.
One interesting feature of electric
power is the ability to see the effect of
a trim change on the performance of
the plane, since the power is the same
every flight. When adjusting leadouts,
I have found that the farther forward
they are the faster the plane flies. The
plane is obviously flying “cleaner”
with less drag. Moving the leadouts
aft will slow the plane down.
Before electric power I saw this
but couldn’t confirm it was less drag
as opposed to a slight different
mixture setting in the engine. Again,
with electric power one variable is
eliminated when changes are made. I
have found that with a plane in near
perfect trim, the leadout position is
not critical to the corner radius, but
how the plane recovers from the
corner is considerably different. The
farther aft the leadouts are the better it
stops and locks in the corner. This is

Bill Rich’s SV-22 scribes a perfect vertical line during one of his Top-5 flights at the 2012 Nats. Bill has
been flying SV series ships for many years and knows all the trimming tricks associated with that fine
design.
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Nothing feels better than flying a well-trimmed
ship on a beautiful day!

was about ideal. More offset didn’t make it fly worse; it simply
didn’t make it any better and started to look funny. I repeated that
test on several different planes before standardizing new
construction to having that built in. I have not found any place in
the pattern where this hurt the performance.
The last trim device that affects the “Quality of Turn” is the
handle adjustment. When the “Pitch Sensitivity” was adjusted,
the spacing was adjusted to get it in the ballpark. Now is the time
to revisit that adjustment. If it feels too fast for your liking, try
decreasing the spacing. Too slow a response will need the spacing
to increase.
In the Basic Trim section where the Turn/Track criterion was

adjusted, it was left with the plane tracking the same upright and
inverted and a possible different response to the corners inside
versus outside. If that is the case, then either a neutral adjustment
or a bias in the spacing is needed. You can get almost the same
effect from either adjustment. If all your bottoms are at the same
height, both inside and outside, then try a bias on the handle. If
your bottoms are at a different height, try a neutral adjustment to
fix both.
Before moving on, it needs to be clear that when talking
about “Quality of Turn,” it means in all corners of the pattern.
Fixing a few of the corners is nice, but in reality all corners
need to react and feel the same. This can clearly add to the

Here’s another look at Bill Rich’s SV-22. This time it appears that Bill is performing a looping maneuver. Stunt models must be able to perform smooth
round shapes as well as being able to turn tight, but smooth, corners.
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Orestes Hernandez seems to be pondering a possible change he has in mind for his Yatsenko Shark. These models have a reputation of flying very well
right out of the shipping box!

number of cycles required to get through this chart.
Note on the flow chart that when finished with these
adjustments there are two paths out. In general, most of those
changes will not affect the wing level criterion, but do re-check
that when finished with the “Quality of Turn” loop. Don’t be
totally surprised if you find that you have impacted the wing
level criterion. Also, there are many things in this loop that can
impact “Hinging.” Be sure to watch for that.
The next criterion is the “Quality of Round Maneuvers” loop.
If you have looked ahead, you will note that most of the factors in
the “Quality of Turn” loop are in the “Quality of Round
Maneuvers.” However, most of the effects react exactly the
opposite of what is needed for good corners. This is where things
start to get more difficult, and, thus, will require decisions on
your part as to how you want your plane to handle.
For nice round loops, more flap is required. Likewise, a larger
diameter prop can help make the round loops groove better.
Similarly, a more forward CG will help rounds become smoother.
Just as was done on the previous loop, try all of these adjustments
to decide which adjustment is dominant. When satisfied (or tired
of trying things), recheck your feel in the corners. This is where
you will have to decide which way to go: more corner or
smoother loops.
This is the point where I have always had issues. I have tended
toward tighter corners and made do with the rounds as best as I
could. As a reminder, I have my plane trimmed so that I can hit
the corner I want in competition 10 out of 10 times. I always have
Right:Bruce Perry’s Jester series of stunt models have proven themselves
in top competition. Yet another well-trimmed ship!
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my coach weigh in on the look of corners versus smoothness
prior to the Nats. The point is to put as many points on the board
as possible, and sometimes because of certain quirks in a plane, I

One design that is becoming
increasingly popular is Brett Buck’s
Infinity. Brett is a consummate
trimmer and his ships always fly
extremely well.

have to back off the corner and go for smoother rounds as a
result.
My point is that this still happens to me, even though I have
been flying the same design for a long time. Your fitness level,
practice level, alertness, and varying weather conditions all affect
this. My opinion is that you should adjust the corner radius
(tighter) to the point of being able to do 10 out of 10 good
corners. Corners any tighter will not yield a 10 out of 10
criterion. That corner will then define how smooth your rounds
can be.
The final criterion is the “Quality of Track.” Nowhere in the
previous discussion has the quality of the tracking been
considered. In the “Basic Trim” section, it was adjusted to be the

same upright and inverted, but the quality now resolved. Before
we go further, I define tracking as the ability of the plane not to
change its pitch angle as it flies in level flight.
Sometimes the plane translates up or down on its own, but that
isn’t a tracking issue. If it pitches up and then down in level flight
(sometimes caller “porpoise”), that is a tracking issue.
Fortunately, at this point in the trimming process it will have
likely been already been adjusted correctly.
If it still doesn’t track well, suspect friction in the control
system somewhere. It can range from ball links that may have
tightened up, pushrods bearing against the structure somewhere,
the leadouts rubbing in the wing structure somewhere, and the
obvious—dirty lines. Start by cleaning the lines to see if that
helps. If it is still not tracking well, check for binds in the control
system and correct if necessary. You did check this in the Basic
Trim area, didn’t you? You can be a skilled and experienced
builder and still get binds in the control system. Right, Mr.
PAMPA President?
With even a minor bind, a plane can be downright “evil” (see
previous sentence). It is my experience that the quality of track is
not determined by the CG, but rather by the plane being in trim.
Two years ago I was doing an experiment with my 2012 Nats
plane and moved the CG back a full inch! Even a full inch back,
it still tracked just fine. If you are using nose weight to make your
plane track, it is out of trim. Hopefully, after going through this
process, it will be in better trim.
There is one more item that can affect tracking. That is tip
weight. Too much or too little can make the plane climb or dive
(pitch, not translate) heading into the wind. I have found that as
little as two grams tip weight can cause this. Try this change in
small increments to see if there is any gain to be made here.
This overall process really doesn’t take as long as it sounds. In
the “Advanced” section, changes will be made for a specific
criterion, and you will watch for the impact of that change on the
next flight. Since you are likely doing a full pattern on every
flight, you will see that changes effect on every maneuver. This
can allow several checks to be made on a given flight, thus,
shortening the overall process. Now that you have arrived at this
point, go out and practice with a well-adjusted plane!
Next time some of the more subtle aspects of trimming will be
discussed. SN

A lot can be learned about the trim of a
model by observing it in a glide. Here’s
Rich Giacobone’s Strega heading smoothly
for terra firma after a Nats flight.
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At the 2014 Stunt Nationals
Fun Fly and Get Together͕ ŝŶ ůůĞŶ ͛͘Ɛ DĞŵŽƌǇ
What: Remembering Allen and his Planes

When: Tuesday, July 15th from 5:00 P.M. until dusk
Where: The Nats ůĂƐƐŝĐ͛Ɛ ŐƌĂƐƐ ĐŝƌĐůĞ (NE corner)
Bring any plane that Allen Brickhaus designed, or might have designed, and gather to pay
tribute to the best mentor we ever had.
Gather for group pictures, then fly and practice to show off his/your plane.
For more information, call Charlie Reeves (270-554-9920) or Don Ogren (352-428-9171)
ůƐŽ͕ ǁĞ͛Ě ůŝŬĞ ƚŽ ĐŽůůĞĐƚ ƉŝůŽƚ ĂŶĚ ƉůĂŶĞ ƐƚĂƚƐ͕ ƐŽ ƉůĞĂƐĞ provide info below, tear off and give
to either Charlie or Don. Thanks

ůůĞŶ ƌŝĐŬŚĂƵƐ͛Ɛ 'Ğƚ ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ ʹ 7/15/14
Pilot:__________________________ Plane:________________________ AMA #_________
Span:_______ Area:________ Weight:________ Prop:___________ Line length:_________
Make and size of Engine or Motor:_______________________ Battery: _________________
ESC:______________________ Timer make and model:__________________
Return this info sheet to Charlie Reeves or Don Ogren at the Flying site. Thanks
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Control Line Precision Aerobatics
Hall of Fame
Call for Nominations – 2014
A Precision Aerobatics Model Pilots Association-sponsored Award of Recognition for outstanding
contributions to the event of Control Line Precision Aerobatics.
Criteria: The individual nominated shall have contributed significantly on a National and/or International level to
the Control Line Precision Aerobatics event as a competitor, designer, administrator, author, promoter, technician, or
manufacturer.
Eligibility: Any individual, regardless of membership in PAMPA, AMA, or any other affiliated Model Aviation
organization, may be nominated for consideration for the CLPA Hall of Fame. Current active competitive fliers,
current officers of PAMPA, and International precision aerobatics enthusiasts are eligible for nomination.
Nomination: Nominations shall be open upon publication of notice in Stunt News.
Procedure: Two PAMPA members in good standing (not from the same family) must nominate an individual or
individuals. Nominators must request a “Nomination Packet” from the Chairman. Packets contain questions on
information vital to formulating a comprehensive biography on nominee. Nominations received in any other format
will be returned. All nominations are subject to review by the Hall of Fame Screening Committee.
Deadline: All nomination packets must be returned postmarked no later than June 30, 2014. Biographies of
nominees will be published in Stunt News.
Voting: The eligible voters will be listed in Stunt News. Voters are eligible if they are (1) living members of the
PAMPA Hall of Fame, (2) current officers or district representatives of PAMPA,, or (3) past presidents of PAMPA.
The eligible voters will then send their vote to the Chair via U.S. mail or email. A simple majority of votes is
necessary for a nominee to be elected to the CLPA Hall of Fame.
Inductees: The 2014 inductees will be announced in Stunt News.
Awards: A person inducted into the CLPA Hall of Fame shall receive an individually tailored plaque which
highlights their contributions and achievements. A permanent CLPA Hall of Fame display shall be maintained by
PAMPA at the AMA Museum in Muncie, Indiana.
Committee: Wynn Paul (Chair), Bob Hunt, and Bill Werwage.
Send Requests for Nomination Packet To: Wynn Paul, Chairman CLPA Hall of Fame Committee, 3332 Carriage
Lane, Lexington, Kentucky 40517.
(Tel: home: 859-271-3394; email: wynnpaul@twc.com )
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Matching Props, Packs,
and Motor Kv
by Dennis Adamisin

A typical question I get is, “What system do I need to replace
my IC engine?” I usually start by asking what size prop are they
using, then recommend the other pieces to drive that size prop.
I wanted to write a few words about matching motors to props
and selecting the correct motor Kv. Nothing mysterious, but it is
worth thinking it through before you invest in a bushel of new Epower equipment.
While not the only choice, APC electric props have
demonstrated that they are efficient and effective performers.
There are some trials going on with other brands, but most testers
that I am aware of have come back to the APC as their
performance standard. APC has published guidelines that define

RPM limits for each of their prop series. For the Thin Electric
props, the RPM limit is as follows: RPM limit = 145,000/prop
diameter (inches).
Using that equation generates the Red Line on the chart below.
The “typical” RPMs are shown for several popular APC-E props
based on what I have flown or been told. (See Chart 1.)
APC usually makes E-props with a 2:1 diameter-to-pitch ratio.
Until I plotted this chart, I did not realize that the 2:1 ratio results
in props that we use at roughly 75% of max rated RPM—that is a
comfy margin. When we started “specing” our own F2B props,
we started using somewhat flatter pitch and higher RPM.
Cases in point are the 13 x 4.5 thin blade and the 13 x 5.5
thick blade, both of which run about 85% of rated
speed. Since we govern our runs, this is still a
pretty good margin. When my nephew, Archie,
was proving out the Brodak power system on the
Strega, he actually ran the 13 x 4 prop at 11,000
RPM, which was 99% of its rated max!
Never going back there…
RPM and Governor Settings
Castle Creations recommends that for the
governor to work its best it needs to be working in
the 70% to 85% throttle range. Define that in the
Left: Mark Weiss used an APC 11 x 5 EP (pusher) prop on
the E-flite 15 motor that is mounted in the nose of his Joe
Nall Cadet. He uses a Thunder Power 2,700 mAh 4S LiPo
battery pack on the 36-ounce ship. It is a well-balanced
combination of components. Photo by Mark Weiss.

Chart 1

Stunt News 48

Chart 2

Orestes Hernandez captured the lead spot on the 2014 US F2B World Team flying his Yatsenko Shark. It features an E-flite
Power 32, a 2,700 mAh Thunder Power battery pack, and a 13-inch diameter, carbon-fiber quad-opter tractor prop. These props
are normally supplied in sets of two, including pusher and tractor units. Orestes de-pitched his prop from 6.5 to 5.5 inches. His
Shark weighed 64 ounces ready-to-fly with the battery onboard. Photo by Allen Brickhaus.

context of the Max RPM
line. Super-imposing one
range over the other gives
us what is seen in this next
chart. (See Chart 2.)
One nice thing about
electric power systems is
that we get the chance to
select our props, motors,
and battery packs from a
specification sheet and be
reasonably assured of
success that everything is
going to “play nice”
together. It’s much simpler
than trying to balance port
timing, head clearance,
combustion chamber
shape, glow plug, venturi
size, and nitro content!
Since we know roughly
what speed we want to
turn the prop, and we
know the throttle range we
want to use for good
governing, the remaining
piece—motor Kv—is
pretty easy to derive by
using the prop application
guideline.
At the end of the
flight—after using some
75% of battery capacity—
we know we will be pretty
close to the pack’s
nominal 3.7V per cell. We
can use that voltage to
select the proper Kv by
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Chart 3

noting: Kv = RPM / (3.7 x number of cells).
We can use this information to select the motor Kv—either in
terms of our target operating RPM or in terms of APCs
Application Guideline for maximum RPM based on prop
diameter. Let’s take these in turn.
Since we know that the governor works best in the 70% to
85% throttle range, we can select Kv based on an RPM target—
say 75% of the motor’s RPM rating. (See Chart 3.)
Another way to look at the Kv question is to use APCs Max
Rated RPMs to determine target values for Kv assuming different
cell counts. (See Chart 4.)
In theory, we can use any number of cells to drive any size
prop—provided we can find the motor with the correct kV!

However, based on what is actually available, 3-cell packs end up
being used with up to 9-inch diameter props; 4-cell packs for 9 to
12-inch diameter props; and 5- or 6-cell packs for 12-inch
diameter and larger props.
In practice, it has been demonstrated that having a little too
high kV is tolerable. However, being a little short on kV limits
the throttle-up response the governor can offer. You start noticing
it when power demands are highest and battery power is lowest,
like during the last three or four maneuvers of the pattern. It
comes down to matching prop to the motor to the airplane to the
desired airspeed—and that is not new news! SN
—Dennis Adamisin

Chart 4
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by Matt Colan

During the 2014 King Orange Internationals, I
was flying an official flight with the Vector
ARF that I assembled in my dorm room at
college. Sadly, the wind got the best of the
airplane and it plowed into the runway,
destroying the airplane and the engine.
Luckily, Randy Smith had a Vector ARF kit
Top: The Vector has a great reputation as a workhorse stunt design that can be used successfully in
with him for sale that was brand new. Since I
Intermediate to Expert class competition. After losing an ARF Vector at the King Orange International
lost the only control line airplane I had at
meet this year, the author opted to put together another one with a somewhat larger engine
school, I bought the new ARF and took it back
combination than the ship was designed to accept.
to my dorm to begin construction on it. I had
read online that Jim Aron had put piped PA .40s Above: The motor, tank, prop, and pipe setup Matt used for the Vector ARF is made up of a PA 40UL, a
and .65s in Vector ARFs, and I thought this
5.5 ounce Magnum-style fuel tank, a Bolly 11.8 x 3.8 two-blade prop and an Aero Pipe.
might be the perfect opportunity to install one of
my PA .40ULs in the new Vector. Based on the
front former is too far forward. I had to grind almost all of it
interest I’ve seen on my Facebook page about putting this setup
away to be able to set the motor far enough back.
in a Vector ARF, I thought I would write a little how-to article on
Because the crutch went up as far forward as that former, I had
how I did this.
to cut some of that back as well to provide clearance for the
The conversion needed to fit the PA .40UL to the ARF is not
that difficult; it just takes a little bit of time and some extra wood. motor. Once I had enough clearance, I made a new former out of
1
/8-inch-thick plywood and glued it onto the crutch.
The PA doesn’t fit perfectly in the stock Vector ARF because the
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Because the motor needed to be set back
farther into the fuselage, a 5.5-ounce tank would
no longer fit inside the tank compartment. I
would either need to modify the tank—which
wasn’t an option at school—or cut out the rear
former and extend the tank compartment far
enough back to get the tank to clear the header.
That was the option I chose.
I had a box made up of 1/8-inch plywood that
was ½ inch deep. I then drilled four holes out of
the rear firewall and sawed away the middle of
the former. I left a 1/8-inch lip on the bottom by
the motor mounts, since this would be the shim
required to get the motor to run the same upright
and inverted.
Once the firewall had been extended, I had to
cut out the wing to allow for the extended tank
compartment. I cut the wing 1/8 inch wider than
the width of the plywood box so that I could
make two 1/16-inch half ribs and glue them onto
the wing to help avoid losing any structural
integrity in the wing itself. When I did cut the
leading edge off, I noticed that there was a big
glob of what looked like hot glue joining the
center ribs. I got rid of most of the hot glue and
poured thin CA in where the center ribs were
located.
The only modification left to do was on the
bottom fuselage piece. Randy Smith said a 1½inch rise header would clear the bottom of the
fuselage and I would be able to run the pipe
along the bottom without having to make any
sort of a pipe tunnel. However, to provide
enough clearance between the pipe and landing
gear, you must raise the gear 1/8 inch.
The Vector ARF landing gear plate is
composed of two layers of 1/8-inch plywood. I
sliced off one of those layers of plywood and
made a new one to put on top of the layer of
plywood that was left.
Top right: Before modifying the front
end of the fuselage, this is how much
the motor stuck out past the nose
ring. The tank was touching the
header and that needed to be
addressed as well.
Middle right: The modification Matt
made to the crutch in the Vector ARF
included cutting off the front former,
and cutting the crutch back to accept
a new former that was glued on and
sanded flush to the motor mounts and
wood. The flights have shown that
this modification doesn’t yield any
extra vibration over the stock crutch
format.
Bottom right: When the modification
was completed, Matt was able to set
the motor back far enough to get a
decent spinner fit.
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Left: In order to fit a 5.5 ounce tank in the fuselage, Matt
extended the tank compartment 1/2 inch farther back into
the wing.

When I glued on the new piece of plywood, I
noticed there was a gap between the bottom
block and the landing gear. I took a piece of
scrap balsa, cut it to size, and sanded it to
squeeze into the gap that was showing on the
bottom block.
Because I extended the tank compartment into
the wing, I also had to make a cutout
in the former on the bottom of the
fuselage to allow the piece to fit
when I glued it on. Once all these
modifications were done, I was able
to assemble the Vector ARF in the
normal manner and use my preferred
pipe mount.
The first test flights on the ARF
with the PA .40UL in it definitely
showed me that taking the time to
retrofit the motor in the airplane is
worth it. My old Vector ARF with
the O.S. LA .46 in it flew well, but
performance began to fall away
The pipe hangs off the
when it got warm out and the wind
bottom of the fuselage
came up.
with a 1½-inch rise
So far, I haven’t seen this plane
header. With that rise
give up anywhere in the pattern, and
header, there is no need
the motor isn’t working hard at all to
to cut the belly off to
keep the plane going. The final
accommodate the pipe.
ready-to-fly weight of the Vector
Another bonus is that the
with the PA .40UL and pipe on it
pipe gets plenty of cooling
came out to 41 ounces.
air.
If you are considering putting a
spare PA in a Vector ARF, I highly
encourage you to do so. You won’t
be disappointed.
’Til next time, fly stunt! SN
—Matt Colan

Left: The extra
time taken to
retrofit the PA
40UL into the
Vector ARF
was well worth
it, and Matt
reports that
he’s very
happy with
how well the
airplane
performs
compared to
the old Vector
ARF that was
powered by
the O.S. LA
46.

May/June 2014 53

Appearance Point

by Ray Firkins

Ray Firkin’s
Calypso
Around the turn of the century I decided to get more “serious”
about Stunt. I had been largely focused on Classic and Old-Time
designs, and the Saturn had a style that harkened back to those
thrilling days of yesteryear. Plans and foam wing were ordered,
and I proceeded to frame up the fuselage and tail surfaces, with
the intent of using a tuned pipe setup.
For reasons now lost in the mists of time, the Saturn was put
on hold until 2012 when I became intrigued by the possibilities of
electric flight. After trying a couple of power-plant conversions, I
decided the Saturn should be electrified.
This was a pretty simple conversion, since I just had to grind
out the motor mounts and install a new firewall. Additionally, I
thought it would be pretty cool to slim down the side view of the
fuselage a little bit, since there was no longer a pipe to hide. This
was also to be my first attempt at using automotive paint. To
make a long story short, the ship was completed last fall, but
came out really heavy, and tail heavy as well, necessitating the
addition of three ounces of nose weight.
Many 1 to 2 minute trimming flights ensued (I love electric!),
and the plane flew awful! It wouldn’t fly in a straight line, and
was so heavy (72 ounces…) that it positively staggered across
the top of the circle. Time to regroup.
After correcting a few problems, (stab incidence, lead-out
guide position, internal drag on one lead out, landing gear, and
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Specifications:

Model name: Calypso

Designer: Ray Firkins (based on Bob Hunt’s Saturn)

Construction type (built-up wing, foam wing, etc):
Foam
Wingspan: 57 inches
Length: 45½ inches

Moment arms (measured from the front of the wing to
the back of the spinner and from hinge line to hinge
line: Nose moment: 10 inches; Tail moment: 17 inches
W50eight dry: 64 ounces (including battery)

Power package: E-Flite Power 25; Hyperion 4S 3,300
mAh battery; Castle Phoenix 45 ESC; Hubin FM-9 timer.
Propeller (Type and size): APC 12 x 4.5 (cut down 13inch F3B)

Finish (Dope, auto paint, shrink film, etc.): Auto paint
Line length: 65 feet

heaven knows how many other problems, the plane flew pretty
well, but was still heavy, and now really, really ugly! It was time
for modifying and refinishing.
The mods were simply to allow me to look at the poor thing
without holding its original behavior against it. Yeah, I know, it
was all my fault, but still… So I changed to a fuselage mounted
landing gear, replaced the bottom block of the fuse, increased the

vent area for better cooling, and changed the rudder design, as
well as a slight change in tip contours.
As it turned out, the design changes, stripping, and refinishing
resulted in a weight loss of eight ounces, which really brought the
ship to life. And of course a new name had to be conjured up,
while still paying proper respect to the fellow who really
designed it! (Hint: Calypso is a moon of Saturn…)
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I’ve learned many lessons from this airplane, the most
important being that much can be learned by analysis and
experimentation in order to discover why something is
happening, and then taking whatever steps are needed to correct
it, regardless of cost to appearance. For, as we all know, beauty
really is more than skin deep! SN
—Ray Firkins
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Stunt News Wants You!
Wanted: Articles and Columnists for the pages of Stunt News.
Reward: Everlasting satisfaction that you have contributed to the
advancement and enjoyment of the greatest hobby/sport on earth!
Seriously, we need for all our members to put on their thinking caps and
come up with something for these pages. It could be a “How-To” article
about a building or flying technique that you have developed, a contest
coverage report, a personality piece, or even a full-blown construction
article on an original design model.
Without your contributions we simply will not
be able to continue filling these pages
with pertinent and interesting material
about the art and sport of CL Stunt
flying.
We also need some new columnists. The
subjects of Finishing, Building, Flying
and Competition need to be
addressed on a continuing basis. If
you would care to take on the
responsibility of writing one of these
columns, or have an idea for another
column subject, please contact
Bob Hunt via email at:
robinhunt@rcn.com, or by
phone at: 610-746-0106.

We need your help – Now!
Please join the ranks of
those who share
information and write
something for Stunt
News.
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PAMPA News & Reports
Vice President’s Report
by Matt Neumann

Over the past few months, I have seen and heard of a few people
wondering what has happened to the new website that was
promised. What I have been told is that the site is basically ready
to go, except for one “little” problem. We were having trouble
finding someone who is able to be the webmaster to step
foreword.
Bob Hunt and his son Brian had stepped up and volunteered to
accept the responsibility. Brian is very Web savvy and was going
to work with his dad until he was able to handle the job on his
own. Bob has an extremely full plate right now with running his
own business, plus being the editor of this magazine/newsletter
that you all love and can’t wait to receive every other month. So
what he really needs is about 40 hours in a 24-hour day. Last time
I checked, unless you bend the rules of relativity, it is not going
to happen.
This is not saying that Bob would not be able to handle it. I am
saying that I am sure Bob would appreciate a little help with
someone stepping foreword and taking this load off of his hands.
And with that, we (PAMPA) in general need help. I know you are
hearing a broken record. But until it gets fixed, you are likely to
hear the same song over and over for quite some time.
If we can get tasks spread out among more members, then all
of us can maybe even get in some time to do more hobby stuff,
which is what has brought us all together in the first place.
Well, the above seems to have been rendered moot with the
recent—and most welcome—offer by Bob Storick to come on
board as our webmaster. As most of you already know, Bob (or
“Sparky,” as he’s known in our world) runs the very popular
“Stunt Hangar” website and has the requisite skills to run ours, as
well.

Our thanks go out to
Bob Storick for his most
generous and unselfish
offer.

Sparky has been working with Eric Viglione, who developed
the site for us, and Mike Strand, our Membership Chairman, and
Stunt News Editor, Bob Hunt, to bring this to fruition very soon.
Hopefully, by the time you read this column (you do read my
column, don’t you?), the new website will be up and running.
Our thanks go out to Bob Storick for his most generous and
unselfish offer.
Warren Tiahrt is also working on updating the membership
list. The last paper list came out in 2012. He would like to have
an update on the Internet, which the new site will be able to do.
You can easily check name, address, and phone number on the
new site. This will be a big benefit for all.
On the lighter side of things, in the last issue I sent in a picture
of my new plane in its bare-bones stage. To update, it is now
covered and in filler, and I hope to actually start painting it in a
week or two.

Hopefully, by the next deadline I can submit a picture of the
completed project for everyone to see. Stay tuned! SN
—Matt Neumann

Tom Morris
Products
Stunthanger.com
/hobby
327 Pueblo Pass
Anniston, AL 36206
256-820-1983
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Introducing the New PAMPA Plans Service
PAMPA Plans number/plane name and designer/plan size in inches

Price

PPN001 Adam’s Special (1 sheet 36 x 65)
PPN002 Bearcat III by Al Rabe (1 sheet 30 x 42)
PPN003 Mustang III by Al Rabe (1 sheet 30 x 43)
PPN004 Bearcat Profile (1 sheet 30 x 42)
PPN005 Berserker by Noel Drindak (1 sheet 36 x 55)
PPN006 Capricorn by Orestes Perdomo (1 sheet 36 x 61)
PPN007 Cavalier by John Simpson (1 sheet 30 x 42, 1 sheet 24 x 34)
PPN008 Challenger (2 sheets 36 x 50)
PPN009 Cutlass by Jim Kostecky (2 sheets 36 x 60)
PPN010 Doctor by Ted Fancher (1 sheet 36 x 60)
PPN011 Dragon by J.C. Yates (1 sheet 22 x 34)
PPN012 Force by Mike Pratt (1 sheet 36 x 48)
PPN013 Golden Falcon by Chris McMillin (1 sheet 30 x 58)
PPN014 Grandpa’s Bipe by Charles Mackey (1 sheet 30 x 42)
PPN015 Hallmark by Gene Schaffer (1 sheet 34 x 47)
PPN016 Lancet by Vic Carpenter (1 sheet 36 x 24)
PPN017 Legacy 40 by Allen Brickhaus (2 sheets 36 x 64)
PPN018 Madman by J.C. Yates (1 sheet 30 x 40)
PPN019 Medic by Ted Fancher (1 sheet 36 x 60)
PPN020 Mo’ Best by Larry Cunningham (2 sheets 36 x 48)
PPN021 Moitle by Francis D. Reynolds (1 sheet 36 x 24)
PPN022 Nakke by Juhani Kari (1 sheet 30 x 42)
PPN023 Nuts & Bolts by Sam Deheleans (1 sheet 36 x 57)
PPN024 Oriental by Dee Rice (1 sheet 30 x 42)
PPN025 Oriental Plus by Dee Rice (2 sheets 34 x 52)
PPN026 O’Toole Special by Ron O’Toole (36 x 50)
PPN027 Pluma by Bob Zambelli (2 sheets 36 x 45)
PPN028 Profile Nobler by Jim Harris (1 sheet 36 x 52)
PPN029 Profile P-51D by Tom McClain (1 sheet 36 x 48)
PPN030 Ruffy by Lew McFarland (1 sheet 36 x 46)
PPN031 Saturn by Don Ogren (1 sheet 36 x 59)
PPN032 Scared Kitten by Bill Netzeband (1 sheet 30 x 48)
PPN033 Shaman by Steve Moon (1 sheet 36 x 50)
PPN034 Stuka by Matt Neumann (2 sheets 34 x 45)
PPN035 Stuntress by Joe Adamusko (2 sheets 36 x 52)
PPN036 Stunt Trainer by Pat Johnston (1 sheet 22 x 34)
PPN037 Super Caudron by Fran McMillan (1 sheet 36 x 50, 1 sheet 36 x 34)
PPN038 Trivial Pursuit by Ted Fancher (1 sheet 36 x 58)
PPN039 Trophy Trainer by Tom Warden (1 sheet 36 x 60)
PPN040 Tucker 4 by Bob Tucker (1 sheet 36 x 61)
PPN041 Twistmaster by Bob Reeves (1 sheet 36 x 57)
PPN042 Valkyrie by Harold Price (2 sheets 36 x 50)
PPN043 Vegas by Steve Buso (1 sheet 36 x 59)
PPN044 Curtiss Swift by Nate Rambo (1 sheet 36 x 50)
PPN045 F&B Sharpy by Carl Malmsten (1 sheet 36 x 48)
PPN046 Speed King by John Havel (1 sheet 36 x 54, 1 sheet 36 x 48)
PPN047 Detroit Stunter by Roland McDonald (1 sheet 30 x 43)
PPN048 Hi Boy by Bob Palmer and Ted Goyet (1 sheet 22 x 31)
PPN049 Veco Squaw by Joe Wagner (1 sheet 30 x 43)
PPN050 Max Bee by Igor Burger (2 sheets 34 x 64)
PPN051 Crusader by Charles A. Mackey (1 sheet 35 x 50)

$11.00
$9.00
$9.00
$9.00
$10.00
$11.00
$15.00
$20.00
$20.00
$11.00
$8.00
$10.00
$10.00
$9.00
$10.00
$9.00
$20.00
$9.00
$11.00
$20.00
$9.00
$9.00
$10.00
$9.00
$20.00
$10.00
$20.00
$10.00
$10.00
$10.00
$11.00
$10.00
$10.00
$20.00
$20.00
$8.00
$20.00
$11.00
$11.00
$11.00
$11.00
$20.00
$11.00
$10.00
$10.00
$20.00
$9.00
$8.00
$9.00
$20.00
$10.00

PPN005 Berserker

PPN015 Hallmark

PAMPA Plans Order For m
Plans Description

*Minimum Order $5 Please
**Shipping:
US orders less that $60
US orders more than $60
Canada and Mexico
Foreign orders airmail
Foreign orders surface mail

Mail order to:
PAMPA Plans Service
c/o Jim Vornholt
PAMPA, PO Box 320
Plainfield, IN 46168.

Quantity Price Each

Total for products*
Add 25%
Add 20%
Add 35%
Add 40%
Add 30%

Shipping**
7% tax Indiana
residents
Total cost

Method of payment:
Cash

Money Order

Ship order to:

Check #

(Make all checks payable to PAMPA; must be drawn on US bank)

MasterCard
PAMPA@indy.rr.com
(317) 385-4751

Total

VISA

Account #
Exp. date:
Signature
Tel:
Email:

Note: this order form may be photocopied or
downloaded from the PAMPA website.
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District I
by Steve Yampolsky

Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island, Vermont

By the time you read this, May will be in full swing and you
have started getting cobwebs out of your pattern. If not, go
outside and fly some! With the obligatory motivational speech
from your fearless leader out of the way, I would like to get down
to business. This month we have several news items, a reminder,
and an inspirational story. So let’s get to it!
New CL flying fields!
As some of you remember, last year, Discover Flight RC Club
of Marston Mills (www.discoverflying.org) set up a flying circle
on the club’s grounds. This was a temporary measure to see if
there would be enough interest. This past winter the club voted to
make the circle permanent, so if you are thinking of visiting
lovely Cape Cod this summer, don’t forget to bring a model to
fly!
The circle is a little rough, so please bring models designed to
fly off of rough surfaces (no wheel pants or tiny wheels). In
addition to outside flying, the club has come to an agreement
with Hyannis Youth and Community Center
(www.town.barnstable.ma.us/hycc/home.aspx) to let us use their
very large indoor basketball court on Sundays from 8-10 a.m.
through the end of May. If you’d like to try your hand at indoor
CL flying, bring your indoor model and fly for a nominal fee of
$5 per flying session.
New England Stunt Team News
by Damian Sheehy
If your workshop was as cold as mine during the winter, the
building season is about to begin and the flying season is just
around the corner. Hopefully, we will get a couple of weeks of
painting weather in between before we are blasted with heat and
humidity.
The New England Stunt Team (NEST) has been busy planning
for the year ahead, starting with an internal re-organization. Dave
Cook has transferred the handle to Guerry Byers, our new club
president. NEST thanks Dave for his many years of service and
mentoring. Dave will continue to serve as distinguished
committee member emeritus. Guerry is no stranger to the
volunteering circuit and has sacrificed many weekends in the
summer’s heat to support our events. If we can give back a
fraction of what we have benefitted, NEST we will continue to
provide enjoyable control line stunt meets.
The dates for this year’s events are as follows:
May 17-18 NEST Memorial Fly-In, Wrentham
TBD Stunt in the Berkshires, Lee
Sept 6-7 Mass Cup, Wrentham
Oct 4-5 Fall Profile Stunt Fly-In, Wrentham
We are looking for CDs and judges to cover the Lee and
Wrentham events. Please check the box in the return form if you
can volunteer. Looking forward to seeing you in the spring!
The dues are still $25 this year, and additional discretionary
donations are appreciated. Please make checks payable to
Damian Sheehy. Put “2013 NEST Dues” on the memo line of
your check. Return the form and check to: Damian Sheehy, 9
Hillcrest Road, Medfield, MA 02052.
To better serve you, NEST now allows you to pay your
membership dues via PayPal. Put “2014 NEST Membership” in
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the for-box and send to: damiansheehy@yahoo.com.
The next story is about one of our district’s own, Perry Rose.
Perry has been volunteering his time to introduce today’s youth to
model airplanes. This is the kind of action that will ensure a
future of model airplane as a hobby and sport. The following
article has been published in the local newspaper and is being
reproduced here with full permission. Enjoy!
Engineering Engineers
Article by Colin Barry
There are very few students in high school who know exactly
what they want to do for a career. Many have an interest in
certain fields but don’t know if they would enjoy those fields or
be skilled at their job. Because of this scenario, it is very
important that students are exposed to many different fields. To
ensure that students have the chance to look into a career, most
schools offer introductory courses such as forensics, computer
maintenance, technologies, and engineering. Here at Plainfield
High School, the students of Mr. Drapcho’s engineering class are
learning about engineering through invigorating hands-on
assignments.
To start off with, Mr. Drapcho and Mr. Digiacomo’s
engineering class is not your normal half-credit shop. Mr.
Drapcho stated, “Two credits, honors program. If the student
stays for one semester they get a credit in tech-ed. If they stay for
two semesters in a row—like an honors class—they get both the
credit for tech and a credit for math. And it also counts as a
college credit for Quinebaug (Quinebaug Valley Community
College).” Most of the second semester of the class is focused on
the math required to be an engineer, hence the math credit. The
first semester focuses on the technical part of engineering, the
blue prints, which students use the C.A.D (Computer Aided
Drafting) Program for, and the actual building. For the past two
years the semester project is for each student to build a
functioning model airplane from a kit with lightweight balsa
wood.
“The balsa is laser cut so it pops out easily,” Mr. Drapcho said,
showing me a new kit. The balsa is put together first and the wrap
(for the exterior) is a vinyl material that is heat shrunk onto the
wood.” The process involves meticulous measuring, cutting, and
gluing. It may seem easy, but it takes great patience and skill to
build a working aircraft. If the wings are not built correctly or
any wires are improperly connected, then the aircraft won’t fly.
And the class does plan to test their creations when they are
complete.
The engineering class is in its second year, and the aviation
aspect has grown. “Most of the students here have never had a
tech-ed course before; they’ve never built anything with their
hands be-fore. That’s why we chose this project...and they’re
loving it.”
The program was instituted last year by Ron Bouchard, a
member of the Yankee Flyers, and Mr. Drapcho. From what Mr.
Drapcho has told me, the first year was very rough and the
students had difficulty making the planes. They didn’t always
have Mr. Bouchard there to assist them because he works as a
full-time bus driver.
This year they added Mr. Perry Rose to the class to assist the
students with the model planes on a daily basis. He has a lot of
experience with the hobby as well as aviation. “I’ve been flying

model air planes for 65 years and, as far as real airplanes, I
started flying those in 1974.” Since then he has flown for the
National Guard, airlines, commercial companies, and privately.
Now he donates his time to help students learn the science and
engineering behind aircraft. Needless to say, he has all the
qualifications to help make these planes.
Besides helping students to understand the science behind
airplanes, Mr. Rose has another motivation. “The hobby itself is
in a decline, nationwide. This gives me a chance to introduce it to
a large group. Even if I can only get one student interested in the
hobby, I still consider that a success.”
One thing that both teachers and students agree on is that this
is a wonderful opportunity for the students to learn how to use
their hands and problem solve. “I’m there to make sure they don’t
make any huge mistakes,” Mr. Rose said. The rest is all up to
them. If something doesn’t fit or is improperly assembled, it is up
to them to figure out why. The students seem to enjoy the hands
on work and problem solving. I asked student Ryan Saros what
he thought of the class: “Yeah, it’s a lot of fun!” The rest of the
class agreed. “It’s really fun and great,” said classmates Emma
Hutchinson and Mel Sweeney.
Mr. Drapcho said that even the usual “slackers” are having fun
and working hard. One thing that is clear is that this project is a
definite success. I don’t know about you, but I have never seen a
teacher assign a project that involves hard work and math and
receive so much positive feedback. Hopefully, the administration
will continue to fund the supplies for the project so that future
students will be able to gain the hands-on experience that comes
from building these planes.
Well, this is it for this month. By the time this issue reaches you,
New England’s own Matt Colan, on a temporary loan to Florida,
should be heading back to District I to terrorize the Expert class!
Welcome back, Matt! SN

New Jersey, New York
Hi, all. I hope everyone is doing well and making good progress
on your new projects during this unusually cold winter.
At this time of the year I like to feature an individual who has
contributed to our hobby. Featuring Larry Scarinzi was a no
brainer. The problem that I am having with writing this column is
that there is just way too much information and history.
Let me start out saying that as a fourteen-year-old growing up
in Parsippany, NJ, I had the best of both worlds. I had met John
D’Ottavio in early spring and he became my stunt mentor,
teaching me the “pattern” and helping me build my first real stunt
ship—a J.D. Falcon—for use at the 1960 Nationals in Dallas,
Texas.
Just after I met John, I got lucky again as Larry Scarinzi came
into my life. Larry—who flew stunt and combat with the best of
them—was also really famous for his many designs. Larry taught
me how to fly combat and rat racing.
Larry was a fantastic teacher with never-ending patience. I
didn’t know at the time that Larry was to become, like John, a
lifelong close friend. I remember, after being out of the hobby for
about 45 years, going to a County Fair in Chester NJ, with my
son Ryan. I heard in the distance the unmistakable sound of a
model airplane engine. Ryan and I arrived at the flying circle
where there were hundreds of people watching a flying
demonstration, and just in time to see my old friend Larry starting
the motor of one of his combat ships.

District II
by Bud Wieder

I said to my son that the guy who was launching that
Scarinzi-designed Blitz better duck after he launched it or he
may lose his head. Larry could and still can put on a show that
is matched by no one. After that great exhibition we talked and

Larry Scarinzi adjusts the needle valve on the Fox 35 in his original design Gay
Devil while his wife, Ginger, holds. This photo was taken in 1958. Photo courtesy
the Larry Scarinzi collection.
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he got me hooked on flying again.
Larry is a great designer and innovator with twenty-eight of
his creations published or kitted. The Sky Devil, Gay Devil, and
Grey Ghost were all great flying stunt ships that Larry designed.
None of these early designs had flaps, and another trait was that
Larry flew them really fast. A typical speed for these designs was
about seventy-five miles per hour. Typically today, we fly at
about 55 miles per hour. Doing the pattern at 75 miles per hour
with perfect 4-foot bottoms to me still seems impossible, but
Larry could do that, and he flew with the best of them.

A large number of classic combat models were present at the first Nostalgia
combat day at the Garden State Circle Burners filed last September. How many
designs can you identify? Photo by Ron Testa.

Larry studies his Grey Ghost design. This model was powered by a Johnson 35
originally, but eventually was retrofitted with a Johnson Stunt (probably a .32).
This flapless model was fast and had lots of reserve turning capability. Scarinzi
collection photo.

Larry switched to designing flapped airplanes that flew
somewhat slower. He designed and built the Trident and the Blue
Angel in the early 1960s, because he felt the flapless ships were
too fast through the corners since the judges liked the look of the
smoother corners and slower maneuvers.
Larry only flew stunt in three Nationals with the highest finish
being a third-place win at the 1964 Dallas Nationals.
Larry’s first love was always combat and flying really fast. He
quit flying stunt competitively to try and become the first one to
ever fly a combat ship at over 120 miles per hour. Larry
successful broke the barrier with a speed of 125 miles per hour
with his Super Satan powered by a Fox .36 that he modified.
To this day, when Larry flies, people stop and watch. He will
always be a showman, and he will always be my mentor and
friend.
The following was written by Tom Hampshire covering the funfly event that took place in September of 2013.
OTC (Old Time Combat!) by Tom Hampshire
The Nostalgia Combat day on September 14, 2013, drew
about 50 fliers and about 50 airplanes. The day generated a great
deal of enthusiasm, and we will repeat it on September 7, 2014. It
was the brainchild of Tom Hampshire (GSCB) and Tom Schaefer
(Middlesex Modelers). We each expected 10 or 12 people to
show up and were a bit overwhelmed by the numbers that
actually came to watch and participate. It was a grand time.
Certainly other venues should consider hosting one. The work is
not anywhere near as great as putting on a contest, and it was
really fun.
Thanks, Tom. That sounds like fun!
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Here’s
another
angle of the
assembled
group of
Nostalgia
combat
ships at the
GSCB
gathering.
Testa photo.

Larry Scarinzi
launces Tom
Hampshire’s
Killer. This ship
was designed
by Larry, and it
was very
popular in the
event on the
East Coast.
Testa photo.

The following was written by Mike Ostella when someone
asked, “Why would we come to a fun fly?” Here are the reasons
Mike listed:
• You can smell the nitro and the castor oil.
• You get to visit with old friends.
• You don’t need to bring an airplane; just show up and have
fun.
• You won’t be asked to judge or add up scores.
• You don’t have to be there early for pilots’ meetings.
• You don’t have to stay late to help clean up.
• Just show up and bring your gear for everyone to enjoy on
display.
• Bring your equipment for evaluation by club experts.
• Clean out your garage/shop of unwanted equipment to sell.
• Get help getting an old airplane or motor flying or running
again.
• Clean out your basement/shop and donate your old gear.
• Tell your favorite old stories and listen to other friends’ old
stories.
• Enjoy good food and drinks.
Thanks for your help, Tom and Mike.
Until next time, Bud. SN

Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Virginia
Unless your other hobby is snowboarding or snowmobiling,
then I’m sure you, like me, are very, very tired of this winter!
Let’s face it, our hobby is an outdoor sport and does not lend
itself to being practiced in winter, at least not in our part of the
country. What do we do to stay enthusiastic? Well, most of us
look at this time of year as a building season to get next
summer’s world beater ready.
Another option is to attend some of the flea markets to get that
great new deal. So, to put it another way, our real hobby is
spending money! One of the East Coast’s (if not the entire
country’s) largest flea markets is the Central Penn Aeromodelers’
Association 34th Annual Flea Market, in Lebanon, PA. I attended
it this year for the first time in many years. It was great getting to
talk with many District III members. This is a wonderful event
for catching up with old friends who, like me, have been confined
by the terrible weather.

District III
by Ken Armish

I try to get together at least a couple of times a month. Since most
of our get-togethers are generally at a pub, some of our stories do
get embellished (exaggerations or downright lies), but we do get
a lot of plans made for the upcoming season.
Alan, Dennis and I met at my shop for a building session
recently.

Dennis, the plastic surgeon, doing his magic as Alan looks on and tries to figure
out why Dennis has yet to throw large wads of sticky plastic on the floor.

Dan Banjock, Alan Buck, and George Waters. Dan has a new MOS engine and a
large prop. What does our “kid” have in mind for this season?

Although this is primarily an RC event, you can find many
good buys on building materials, coverings, glues, bolts, screws,
nuts in large quantities, etc. There is always a large collection of
glow engines for sale as well as quite a few ignition engines.
Generally, there is something for everyone.
In winter, it is important for modelers to stay in contact with
other like-minded friends. This is why we form model clubs.
However, if you live in a rather rural area with little activity, as I
do, we can still stay current by utilizing the good forums that this
computer age gives us.
The Stuka Stunt and Stunt Hangar forums are great for sharing
ideas, learning about new technology, getting in on the “great
debates,” or just sitting back and being entertained by the give
and take. Some people can carry topics too far, but this is when
we put on our “BS filters” and take away only the good
information.
In my case, my flying partners Alan Buck, Dennis Lipsett, and

The technique of a skilled builder.
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Dennis is our “go-to” guy when it comes to covering with one
of the iron-on plastics. Alan is finishing a Time Machine, and
chose to give it the Tom Dixon quick finish. I’m not sure how
time-effective these sessions are, but they sure are fun.
Newsletters, I get newsletters…
Mark Messmer, the Secretary/Editor of the Capital City
Controlliners of Columbus, Ohio, sends me a copy of their club
newsletter, The Capital Quotes. In the March edition, there are
pictures of Frank Sparacino’s recently finished winter project, an
Allen Brickhaus-designed Buccaneer 740. Frank, the Buccaneer
looks great! Hopefully, we will get to see it fly….maybe at
Brodak’s in June?

Could this be Bob Hudak’s downsized competition stunt model? Bob’s look tells
me he is not sure how to get retracts on the new bird.

Frank Sparacino’s Buccaneer came out weighing about 42 ounces. It should be
a sweet flying ship!

Bob, Ron, Russ, and Dave H. check out wood donated by Wayne for sale to
benefit NCCL’s treasury.

Another view of Frank’s Buccaneer. It’s powered by a Randy Smith AeroTiger
36.

Another newsletter I receive is from Serge Krauss, the editor
for the North Coast Control Liners Club of Cleveland, Ohio.
Thanks much for keeping me in the loop, Serge.
As you can see from the pictures, NCCL guys have been doing
the same as most all of District III members…hibernating
indoors!
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Dick, Dave, Walt, and Ron doing what CL fliers do best… sit around and eat and
try to out-lie each other.

This kind of camaraderie is what keeps us all young. Like the
saying goes, “We do have to grow old, but we sure don’t have to
grow up!” I only wish I could have been there.
Ken’s workbench
This winter has been very productive for me as my Genesis
project is now ready for paint. I think that this is the earliest that I
have been at getting a new plane ready for the upcoming stunt
wars. Maybe there is a plus in such a miserable snowy winter?

A flier’s view of Ken’s Genesis.

Some upcoming dates to remember:
Joe Nall Fly-in—CL May 12, 2014 to May 17, 2014
Brodak Fly-in—June 10, 2014 to June 14, 2014
Nationals—July 14, 2014 to July 19, 2014
West Ohio C/L Stunt and Scale Contest, Dayton, Ohio—August 9
and 10

Ken’s Genesis MKIII ready for color.

I hope to see a lot of District III members at these events.
Until it warms up, we will just dream of warm summer days at
the flying field. SN
—Ken

Delaware, District of Columbia, Maryland,
North Carolina, Virginia
Hello there District IV, and happy spring! Snow and freezing
rain are falling as I type this, the last vestiges of the Winter
with No End. It’s a winter best forgotten in my case, but, spring
is around the corner and things are looking up!
Let me start off by giving a heartfelt thanks to Scott
Richlen, who was able to step in with little warning or notice
and write the last column when my 12-year-old son became ill
in November and had a long hospitalization out of state.
I’m happy to report that after almost two months in hospital
my son, Stephen, is back home and doing great, and there
should be no further problems going forward for him. It’s been
a tough time but things are starting to return to normal here.
I don’t think much has been happening in the district
anyway this winter because it seems we have been entombed
under snow since January. I think William Davis was the only
District IV member to leave the cold and wind up here to
experience… cold and wind down at the King Orange
International.
That sort of weather is pretty much standard for a KOI but
at least the wide open spaces at OLF Whitehouse mean the
wind is nowhere as swirly as it was at the Starke site.
So wind or not, everybody pretty much got in all the flights
they needed. There was a feature article about this year’s KOI
in the last issue, so I won’t go into detail of the event, but I will

District IV
by Steve Fitton

leave you with a picture of William Davis putting his modified
SV-11 through its paces in expert at the KOI:

Will Davis lands his ST-60-powered Wood Brothers SV-11 at the 2014 King
Orange. Viglione photo.
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Roy, in his older age, decided he would stay an Advanced
flier, as he felt he physically was not sharp enough to win in
Expert. This meant that for a span of almost 10 years, if you were
going to win an Advanced contest from Brodak’s to King
Orange, you were going to have to beat Roy Trantham, and he
was going to fight just as hard as if he was trying to run
Earnhardt off the road at Hickory.
Sometimes the dog-eat-dog attitude rubbed some people the
wrong way, but, it was Roy’s way, and he pretty much owned
Advanced. It’s a shame that he didn’t discover stunt about 15
years sooner, because I bet he would have kicked a lot of Expert
butt if he had gone there. It’s sad to say goodbye to another
character in the stunt world. Roy, you will be missed.

Will Davis and Rich Peabody enjoy balmy Florida weather as they judge at
this year’s King Orange. Is takes real grit to judge when you are freezing!
Viglione photo.

Sad news has once again come my way in the form of the news
that Roy Trantham has just passed away. Yes, Roy hails from
Florida and not somewhere in District IV, but I think just about
everybody reading my words here has met Roy and probably just
about all of you have flown against him at some point. Roy was
always a fixture at contests up and down the East Coast and he
was born in Asheville NC, so I figure District IV really owned
Roy anyway.
Roy was really, really old school! His first career, befitting his
roots, was as a race car driver, and Roy made it all the way to the
top, to Winston Cup (still called Grand National in 1968 when he
drove). Roy cut his teeth on the Carolina dirt tracks and learned
how to be just as tough and ruthless as guys like Ralph Earnhardt.
If I recall his story correctly, the big time racing ended with
Ford buying him out to put somebody else they wanted in the
seat, and Roy in turn got a Ford dealership that became the
beginnings of his business empire. One of the “ifs” in stunt
history would have been if Roy got into flying stunt back in ’68.
With his dedication and toughness I bet he would have gone all
the way to the Walker Cup.

Roy Trantham during happier times, collecting yet another trophy at a contest.
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While on the subject of late stunt comrades, I wanted to relate
one last funny story about Jimmy Paul that occurred to me while
Bill Ballinger and I were going through the model engines Jimmy
had. As I mentioned a couple of issues ago, this was obviously a
sorrowful task, but a bright orange K&B box we found made me
think back and laugh.
Many years ago, the late Mike Garmon was telling me all
about the new Brodak K&B 40 ABC motor, and how great it was
going to be for stunt guys. You see, at the time, a newbie like me
who was clueless about engines (I know, I’m still clueless today)
was told that anything other than a Fox .35 had to be “worked
on” by somebody to make it run for stunt.
Well, back then I didn’t really know all that many stunt
people. I barely knew Garmon, and he introduced me to
mysterious tinkerers like Willis Swindell and John Tate who
knew magic tricks to make engines like FP-40s run for stunt.
Garmon was excited that day because he had talked to Brodak
and the guys at K&B and found that the new .40 they were
selling had perfect numbers for a stunt run; it didn’t need any
rework at all!
I knew Mike was delighted because his North Carolina drawl
was in full song as he related how he had gotten an example to
test and had, “… pulled that sucker out of the box, put it on my
Mustang, put an 11x6 on it, fueled it, and that sumbitch fired
right up without a battery and ran perfect! Didn’t even needle
it!” Well, Mike was known to tell some sea stories now and
then, but I figured that the engine might be worth trying. I could
even call Brodak and order one without begging someone to
“stunt tune” it.
Now, old Jimmy Paul might have owned an insurance
company, but he was educated as an engineer and had an
engineer’s skepticism. When my engine showed up, I bolted a
prop on it and stuck it on a profile model I had and met Jimmy at
the field to give it a go. Jimmy thought the engine was awfully
heavy (which they were), and as I related to him Mike Garmon’s
tale of how easily the engine started and that the needle was even
perfect, Jimmy’s eyebrows knitted up higher and higher as his
internal BS detector got louder and louder.
Just for laughs, as Jimmy sat in his chair and watched, I fueled
the model, gave three chokes with no hard flips and then said,
“let’s see what happens.” I gave it a hard flip (no battery) and the
darn thing instantly started and came right up to a good 2-4
cackle on the ground! I looked up at Jimmy and his eyebrows had
disappeared completely under the brim of his hat…! He
grudgingly admitted that it was impressive, especially after
watching the engine perform in flight.
So, it was no surprise that, next week, Jimmy showed me the
brand new K&B 40 ABC he had just gotten in from Brodak. He
never did get around to actually running it, or maybe he was
suspicious of just what sort of mojo made the K&B’s start on the
first flip, with no battery! The orange box is on the shelf in my

shop as I write this, its mojo ready for that first start, and you
know there will be no battery on it!

factory tube muffler. How Mike got that plane to fly so well and
win so many contests with that heavy muffler out there is a secret
he took with him to the grave, because I sure couldn’t get it to fly
that way… Mike wasn’t kidding about the stunt run being sweet
out of the box.
We had his old plane out a few weeks ago, and I had forgotten
just how well the K&B ran. They sold about 700 of the 40s
through Brodak Manufacturing and Distributing. If you get your
hands on one, give it a try, they are nice motors.
The last section this month covers a project that the NVCL guys
have been doing this winter. The main focus of the reporting of
this project has been covered in some detail on the Stunt Hangar
forum, but I wanted to give a nod here to the guys who have been
working hard on their models. I think it’s awesome to have a club
that is so active that you can get half a dozen guys to agree to
build one design together.
By the time this issue hits your mailbox, most of the NVCL
planes should be taking flight. I can’t wait to see the finished
products at the Northern Virginia Stuntfest this coming
September. Enjoy the group pic here and keep watching their
progress on the forums. See ya’ next time around! SN

Jimmy Paul’s K&B 40 ABC. He just had to have one after witnessing the “no
battery start” straight from the box to the plane.

A couple of quick thoughts on the K&B 40 ABC in general.
These are not bad motors! The 4055 CL version sold by Brodak
featured a true ABC piston/liner with timing better suited to stunt
than the old dykes ring K&B. The bottom end is built like a tank
and the huge ball bearing crank is one of the reasons the K&B
tipped the scales at about 10.5 ounces without a muffler. The
factory muffler is huge and weighs almost three ounces, but for a
long time (and maybe still today) you could get a tongue muffler
from Brodak.
Mikes Garmon’s old original K&B 40 is still on his old P-51
profile and switching to the tongue muffler made a huge
improvement in handling; when Mike had the plane he used the
Scott Richlen, Carl Foster, Joe Colly, Dave Reichard, and John Murphy pose
with their Cardinal Evolution 40s they are building as part of the NVCL group
build. Scott Richlen photo.

Aero Products
“World Class Stunt Stuff”

K&B 40 ABC setup on Brodak P-51 prototype. This was Mike Garmon’s original
test prototype for the Brodak warbird series P-51B. Slightly larger than the kitted
model, it is a good match for the K&B. The K&B is also a good match for some
OTS models that can run tail heavy with a modern lightweight motor.

Custom made SV Laser cut kits; Precision
Aero Engines; Cf Props; CF Gears & Wheel
pants; Custom cut foam wings. Enya
Engines; Magnum; Super Tiger; OS; SAITO;
Evolution engines; Custom CC mufflers;
Old Time; Classic; Modern kits.
Send $3.00 for Catalog:
Randy Smith: Aero Products
980 Winnbrook Drive, DACULA GA 30019,
USA
Ph (678) 407-9376; Fax (678) 985-5085
Website: www.Aeroproduct.net
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District V
by Derek Barry

Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi,
Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Tennessee

Hopefully, by the time you read this article it will be spring. I
know that the winter has seemed to last forever this year, and as I
write this I am still getting snow reports from my friends up
north. I have seen some signs of warmer weather, but they are
faint and followed by more cold, wind, and rain.
I hope that if nothing else, this has provided ample building
and finishing time for everyone to have shiny new planes for this
year’s contest season. I was just looking over my Cutlass XL the
other day and thinking of all the little touchups I want to do
before I bring her out to fly this year.
Unfortunately, I have to deliver some very sad news. My good
friend, Roy Trantham, passed away on March 17 after a long
battle with leukemia. I always remember Roy as being a very
soft-spoken and kind person. He was very good with engines and
spent a lot of his time at contests helping others to get good
engine runs.
Roy was a very competitive flier and spent most of the years I
knew him in Advanced. He was a very tough opponent in
Advanced and was usually in the top three at any given contest. I
encouraged Roy to move up to Expert on a few occasions
because I always thought he would do well, but he never did feel
ready to move up.
Roy was also a real-life pilot and used to fly his Cessna 341
twin to most contests. I remember at least one King Orange
where Roy made a pass over the flying circles before landing and
promptly getting out with his plane ready to compete. Roy was a
regular at the VSC and sadly, his passing occurred just prior to
that event this year. I am sure that everyone there missed his
presence just as I will at the next contest I attend. Godspeed, Roy.
You will be forever missed.

Roy and Derek watch a pattern at the Marietta GA, contest a few years ago.
Photo by Steve Fitton.

My dad, Dale Barry, just returned from the VSC with a 10thplace finish in Old Time Stunt. Congrats on the Top-10 finish,
Dad. Dad has made the drive from Harlem GA, to Tucson more
times than I can remember, but he tells me this trip was his last.
He has enjoyed every trip, and if it were not for the long drive, I
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am sure that he would go again. I told him that if I ever go, he
can meet me at the airport...
As usual, the Florida boys are busy flying and having all kinds of
events. Here is the most recent report from Eric Viglione:
“Judging from all the smiling faces, I think we did ok. Got to
admit, I don’t think we’ve had that much fun in a while. Hat’s off
to Rich Peabody for his brainchild and cool printed photo
certificates, and to Dave Hallas, Phil Bayly, and other ‘launchies,’
trainer loans, and technical advisors, heh.
“Some guys brought their own planes for us to help get
airborne. Bill Cryer had an un-flown Tutor II with an ST.51 for
power. After a couple of training flights on the club trainer, we
bench trimmed the Tutor and broke in the engine very briefly on
the test stand, and he put up his maiden flight on it. It flew pretty
well and the wings were level. One of the old timers even
remembered how to fly inverted. All of them soloed immediately;
not a busted prop or single crash.
“The funny thing almost all these guys had in common was
being ex-military, and the main form of control line they had
flown as youths was Combat! The longest layoff was one fellow,
Bill Killam, who hadn’t flown CL in sixty years!”
The following photos are from Eric Viglione.

Thanks for the report, Eric, and congratulations, Rich, for
setting up such a great event. It looks as though everyone had a
great time.
The MCRC club in Palmetto FL, has stuff going on year round.
Here are some pictures from a typical day at their flying field.
These guys always seem to have visitors from out of state in
town. I guess Florida is the place to be during the winter months.
These photos are also from Eric Viglione.

Dale Josephson built these two new Twisters over the winter (not that we really
had much of a winter in Florida). The black and gold one is Fancherized; the red
one is not. Both flew quite well on their maiden flights.
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The MCRC club flightline was pretty busy for John Brodak’s March 2nd visit to
our field. John was heard mumbling something about leaving negative zero
numbers and his field covered in snow at home…

With help from fellow club members Phil Bayly and Dave Hallas, Jerry gets the
deluxe launch.

Jerry is a kid again.
Ward Van Duzer catches up with John Brodak.

The old Tucker makes its voyage without incident. With the help of a new tank
and a really nice custom Fox .35 supplied by Paul Sequira, the old Tucker finally
takes to the air again.
Retread and new MCRC member Jerry Austin flies this well-worn Tucker Special
for the first time in over thirty years and relives a bit of his youth.
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Hopefully, I will be seeing you all soon at our local contest. Be
safe and fly stunt! SN
—Derek

Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Missouri
District VI guru Allen Goff annually organizes a gathering at the
USAF Museum in Dayton. This year’s trip in mid-March saw
about a dozen of us meet, walk the exhibits, and break bread
together afterward.
I finally got to see the Research and Development hangar and
the Presidential planes exhibits. (These two are located across the
base, but intentions are to expand the museum so they can all be
shown together.) Among my favorites were the X-3 (the world’s
slowest fast-looking airplane!), X-15, F-84 Thunderscreech
turboprop, and John Kennedy’s 707.
Back at the main museum I really liked the WW II era
collection. I spent quite a bit of time looking over the Catalina
and added a bucket list item: I would love to fly in the Cat, riding
back in one of the blister turrets, rotating the cover open,
scanning the ocean surface and searching skies for bad guys.
One of our new FAI team members, Kenny Stevens, was there
to meet Will Hinton, who had finished up the transport box for
Kenny’s new take-apart bird. Fabulous work by Will, and all I
could say was, “You can fit a full-size stunter in that?” I need to
get back to learning about and building take-apart birds. Kenny
shared some pix of the new bird, scattered all over his shop,
looking like more of the excellence Kenny has exhibited for some
many years.
I heard from Joe Thompson from out St. Louis way and his
new work-in-progress. At Allen Brickhaus’s recommendation Joe
is building a Barnstormer; he cannot go too far wrong with that.
Joe intends to power it with a Veco .35. I’m hoping that by the
time this is published, he will have some test flights under his
belt.

District VI
by Dennis Adamisin

lift than a simple flap system, and Wes wanted to tap into that
potential. What makes Wes’ system unique is that, unlike full-size
airplane systems, his double-slotted flaps work in both directions.
Wes hand-built all the needed hinges and levers for Velvet 3, and
this system has proven to be robust over a couple seasons’
campaigns.

Wesley Dick’s Velvet 3 is a familiar sight at Midwest region contests.

Wesley Dick’s Velvet 3 features innovative double-slotted flaps that produce
more lift than normal simple flaps.

Joe Thompson of St. Louis and the Lafayette Escadrille sent this picture of his
new Barnstormer. Looks like Joe is off to a good start.

I just heard from Wesley Dick, who has just returned from
VSC. Wes is an engineer’s engineer who retired with numerous
professional accomplishments and accolades. If you ever owned
an all-wheel-drive Ford Aerostar, you were driving his system.
Well, just because he’s retired doesn’t mean he is not still
engineering!
A couple years ago Wes built his Velvet 3 with the doubleslotted flaps similar to the powerful flaps used on airliners and
large transports. This style of flap is more effective in enhancing

Wes has gone through some major changes in the flap function
to exploit what the system can do. One of the things he learned is
that he had to substantially reduce the flap throw because of tooheavy control load. I spent a good part of last summer flying with
Wes, and observed that Velvet 3 is an excellent flying airplane. I
committed Wes’ flap components design to CAD, which enabled
the system to be laser cut.
Wes now has laser-cut components available, and several folks
have bought double-slotted flap system “kits” from him. Not
being satisfied with that, Wes has since taught himself to use
DraftSight CAD software and proceeded to commit the Velvet
3—and its double-slotted flaps—to CAD. That will be published
in SN in the not-too-distant future. Wes has also had a couple
laser kits cut.
Now that he is a CAD maniac, no doubt Wes will continue to
press forward with new ideas. (Wonder where he will go with
Velvet 4?)
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Beginner electrics
There is a lot of great work being done applying and hyperrefining electric power systems for full top competition stunt
applications; our old buddy Joe Bellcrank never had it so good!
The full-tilt boogie systems have their place, but that is not the
whole story.
I have been spending quite a bit of time designing electric
conversion kits for Brodak Mfg. These run the gamut from top
competition stunt systems to simple systems for entry-level birds.
While governing is certainly the right way to go for full stunt, I
have concluded that you can do awfully well flying a dirt simple
electric, without any governing system on it.
The simple electric system that I use has at its heart a Hubin
FM-0c timer, with virtually any motor, ESC, and battery
combination. The FM-0c has pots for adjusting flight time and
RPM. It uses an automatic throttle ramp-up over the course of the
flight to add RPM and compensate as the battery wears down; it
does a commendable job of maintaining the flight speed from
beginning to end.
Electric motors do a bit of self-governing on their own, as
these are at least as good as a lot of IC systems! Here are a couple
recent projects:
Ringmasters forever!
Designed in the 1950s, Matt Kania’s timeless Ringmaster has
achieved cult status, with the Brotherhood of the Ring website
and numerous annual events. The Ringmaster Fly-a-thon in
October encourages everyone with a Ringmaster to log as many
flights as possible—with the number of reported flights climbing
by several hundred every year.
With great kits from RSM and Brodak, and numerous prebuilt
Ringmasters like the RSM bolt-together version and the Brodak
ARFs, ARCs, and electric ARFs, the number of ways to enjoy the
Ringmaster continue to grow.
While surpassed by many designs in pure performance, there
is still something about a Ringmaster that translates into just plain
relaxing fun. It will do most anything you ask of it without biting
you in the
behind. Add
electric
power and
now you
can once
again fly it
in a local
park or
schoolyard.
I built
my first
Ringmaster
with a
McCoy
.35RH in
1963. A half
century
A half century in the making! Denny’s Ringmaster converted to later (!) I
built an
electric power. Fifty years? Of course, it is finished in metallic
electric
gold.
conversion,
and then built a second, which is the prototype of the Brodak
electric ARF. Just for good measure I used a Junior Ringmaster
to prove out the assembly of the 10-sized electric conversion.
(It seems that once I started building Ringmasters I could not
stop.) I expect to contribute a few flights to the fly-a-thon
totals this year.
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Another shot of Denny’s golden Ringmaster.

I have also been working on conversion kits for Brodak’s
Sterling Yak-9. There are actually two kits to talk about. First
up, I designed a kit to convert the Yak-9 from the old Sterling
fuselage-mounted gear to a wing gear with gear doors.
This kit also has the parts and the instructions to build the
wing with three degrees of dihedral per side. The combination
of these two things adds a lot of realism and WOW factor.
I cannot prove it yet, but I am expecting that raising the
wingtip (about 1 inch) will greatly improve the vertical CG and
reduce the top-heaviness that the usual Yak-9 exhibits.
Moving the landing gear off the fuselage also opens up
space for a really slick battery box and firewall centered on the
fuselage for the electric conversion. I am expecting very good
things from this airplane.
By the time this is published, I hope to have similar
conversions designed for the Brodak Sterling F-51 Mustang.

The Yak-9 finished and ready to fly.

Above: The
Brodak
Sterling
Yak-9
converted
to wingmounted
landing
gear, and
with
dihedral.
This one
was also
converted
to electric
power.

My own new Q ship is about 50% completed. Not a lot I want
to talk about just yet, but I can promise it will be a perplexing
mix of the old and the new, about 179 degrees tangent to any
other contemporary design! SN

District VII

Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota,
Wisconsin

by Bob McDonald

Time for a report from District VII. As I write this addition of
District VII news after returning from VSC, I am pleased to note
that all of the snow has finally melted. On that happy note I need
to remind folks in the area that the Tour D’ Michigan will be

general and was well known, particularly in the Flint area. He
will be greatly missed.
Tigercat
Vince Bodie has come up with
an interesting project; he is
building an F7F Tigercat profile
stunter of his own design. It is
based on the smaller Legacy wing
and will be powered by two O.S.
FP .25’s. He brought it to my
house in February, as you can see
by the following photos. At that
point most of the primary
construction was finished, and
from what I could see, it is pretty
will done.
Vince intends this as really a
just-for-fun project. One reason he
did it is because his dad had a love
of the Tigercat and long ago had a
control line scale model of it.
Besides that, it looks really cool.
That’s all for now. Please send
me stuff for the column. SN
—Bob McDonald

From any angle, Vince’s Tigercat looks great!
McDonald photo.

starting about the time
you read this.
As you may recall, the
Tour is a series of entrylevel control line events
aimed mostly at Beginner
stunt, but also includes
some fun racing and so
on. There will be four
events in Southern
Michigan this year:
Lansing, May 10;
Jackson, June 9; Flint,
August 2; and
Kalamazoo, September
13. I plan to help out at
the June event.
Unfortunately, the
Tour lost a long-time
supporter in late
December. Dan Miles
passed away. Dan was a
friend to control line in

My email: bobsp47@sbcglobal.net
Snail mail: Bob McDonald
28746 Westfield
Livonia MI 48150
Phone: (734) 421-4330

Here’s a side view of Vince Bodie’s Tigercat (no flaps or
landing gear yet). Photo by Bob McDonald.
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District VIII
by Doug Moon

Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, Texas

Hello, District VIII. It’s March and the year is flying by. As most
of you are aware, we are still getting some cold weekends around
the area. That only leads to more time in the shop, I am sure.
Send in any information and pictures you have of your new birds
as they come to life at the end of another extended building
season, and I will get them into Stunt News for all to see.
Mark Troutman down in the Houston TX area has just finished
his latest stunt creation. He sent a note along with some pictures.
I will let him tell you all about his excellent-looking model.
“I just finished a U Name It/Trident designed by Larry
Scarinzi in December 1962, for a ‘Name the Plane’ contest held
by Model Airplane News. The eventual name winner was the
‘Trident’ and was kitted by Consolidated, but the original article
in MAN came out under the ‘U Name It’ label. I bought the plans
in 1962 but had neither the building ability nor finances as a 10year-old to finish it. Didn’t stop my love for the design, and now
52 years later, using those original plans, I finally completed the
attempt. The model is powered by a Fox .35 swinging a Top
Flight 10/6 prop, and it is covered with silkspan and painted with
Brodak dope. I can now check that off my ever-shortening bucket
list.”

On February 15-16 in Dallas, Texas, the contest season got
rolling. We had the Not President’s Day contest, and the weather
was just kind enough to allow some sort of flyable winds and
some sun for the weekend. The contest featured Profile and OTS
on Saturday and Classic on Sunday. There were participants from
Arkansas, Kansas, Oklahoma, and, of course, Texas.
Our volunteers were as follows: Judges: Bill Lee, Tom
Hamblet, Stephen Jeansonne, and Dale Gleason; Tabulators:
Sheila Cranfill and Priscilla Scott; Runners: Nan Beavers, Mike
Scott, Phil Dunlap, and Don Cranfill; Pull test: Dale Gleason;
Appearance Judge: Tom Hamblet. Thank you, volunteers, for
making it happen. And thank you, competitors, for getting out
and taking a chance on the weather. John “Doc” Holiday made it
down from Kansas and had snapped some pictures along the way,
as well.

Don Cranfill and his OTS Swee’Pea.
Mark Troutman’s You Name It/Trident is an excellent-looking model! It is a copy
of the original that was designed by Larry Scarinzi. Photo by Mark Troutman.

Mark Troutman’s You Name It/Trident was built from the plans he bought from
MAN in 1962!
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Here’s the Classic flightline at the Not President’s Day contest.

Steve Moon’s Snow White and Impact wait their turn to get into the air.

Mike Scott and his Jamison Special. Right now he is traveling back to Dallas
with Dale Barry after a week at VSC.

Sheila
Cranfill takes
care of the
business
side of the
show. Thank
you to Sheila
and all of the
volunteers
who make
our contests
in District VIII
some of the
best in the
country!

Steve Moon, Jake Moon, and I made it out to the flying field in
early March. Steve is flying his newly completed Snow White, a
Japanese Classic model. Jake is flying his new Swee’Pea,
sporting a red and gold paint job reminiscent of the Lotus F1
teams from 1968-1972 with the Gold Leaf sponsorship. I was
flying an old Impact of Steve’s. It was nice to finally get some
stick time.

Last time I showed a little bit of what my son and I have been
working on together. Well, it’s finished. He is the proud new
owner of a Mini Bear! He is so proud and shows it off to
anyone who comes over to the house.
It’s an FP .25-size profile with the look of a Gieseke Bear.
Plans are available on the UHP website. At this point we have
yet to fly it, as the winds will not let up on the weekends. He is
already thinking like a stunt flier, though. From time to time he
comes in from playing outside and says, “Dad, I don’t think it’s

too windy
now. Can
you check
the winds
on your
phone?” He
is itching to
get out and
give it a go.

Above: Here is
Max putting on
the tail wheel of
his new plane.

Jake Moon’s Swee’Pea is a great-looking model, and that V-Tail is just cool!

Right: Max
proudly shows
off his new
model!
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As far as my shop goes, my new plane, a PA .75powered Riff Raff, has made its way into the paint stand.
That means there are many long nights of taping and
sanding in my future. I hope by the time you read this it
will be done.
The early May contest that has been held in Texarkana
for years has been moved to El Dorado, Arkansas, and
will be held on May 17-18. If you think you might able
to make it, please do. The CD will be Doug Patterson.
Assistant CDs are Norm Faith and Jason
Cunningham. Saturday is Unlimited Profile and
Sunday is Precision Aerobatics.
The District VIII representative position will be
up for reelection this year and the nominations will
be held at the Nationals. If you have thought you
might want to give it a go, please don’t hesitate to
throw your hat into the ring. If you can’t make the
Nats, I am certain we can get someone to
nominate you at the PAMPA meeting. PAMPA/SN
is a reflection of us, and the more of “us” we can
get to contribute to such positions, the better off
we are.
That’s all I have for now. Thanks, and keep
the information coming. SN
—Doug
Doug Moon’s PA .75-powered Riff Raff awaits
its colors and clear.
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Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, North
Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming
To begin this column, we have a report and some pictures from
Ed Prohaska commenting on some history and activities in the
Omaha area. Ed’s comments, along with his pictures and
descriptions, follow:
“I’ve attached a few pictures of CL activity in the Omaha
Metro Area. I’ve taken these on a 14-year-old Sony Mavica with
a floppy disk. To me they look okay, but may not measure up to
modern standards. The local CL club is the Orbiting Eagles of
Greater Omaha. It was founded in 1969 by Mit Grimes, Gerry
Baker, and me. We fly at Seymour Smith Park, 72nd and
Washington, in Omaha.
“The site was completed in the spring of 1980. Many people
put in lots of hours over several years to make it happen.
However, it was not until Vince Mankowski (former AMA
Executive Director) got involved with parks and rec that the main
circle was paved and the access road and parking lot completed.
There are also two grass circles with paved centers.
“One of our club members is George Leib, a pioneer in the
hobby, whose involvement dates back to the 1940s. He is a
cornucopia of historical information on the early years of control
line.
“There are probably eight stunt fliers in the metro area, but
only four or five are ‘contest oriented.’ There are several more
‘sport fliers’ who don’t compete and who build and fly nonaerobatic models. Gary Hetrick is one of the few who still build
from construction kits or ‘scratch.’ Gary Hayes and son Jared
Hayes are both excellent stunt fliers and have several BIY planes
that are many years old but look new. Most are painted with
DuPont Imron polyurethane. It is incredibly durable and
fuelproof.

District IX
by Jack Pitcher

ones lately. I’ve done four of the ARF Noblers myself, and all are
still airworthy, as is my 10-year-old ARF Flite Streak. I also did a
Score and still have it, but it’s very heavy and too much for my
arthritis. Last March a fellow with a UAV made a video of me
flying it at the Omaha park and posted it on YouTube
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=0l5dCj8KWGY).
“It is ‘co-mingled’ with a few seconds of video shot from
ground level of another local flier (Tom Egbert) flying an SV-11,
but all the elevated aerial footage is the Score. It was a beautiful
day in the early spring of 2012. You get a bird’s eye view of the
field. We have a smaller field in Fremont, Nebraska. I normally
go there only once a year for the Fremont Days festivities, since
it’s a 120+ mile round trip for me. I live near Plattsmouth NE.
Both towns are considered ‘burbs’ of Omaha.”
—Ed Prohaska

Ed Prohaska again with his five-pound Score powered by a strong ST .60. Ed
quipped, “It was a beautiful day at the Omaha field, and I had just put in a rip
snorting flight. I’m frowning because my psoriatic arthritis is flaring up and the
pull of the heavy model did not help matters.” Prohaska photo.

Ed Prohaska with an ARF Nobler at the last Sig CL contest in June 2012.
Prohaska photo.

“ARFs have become very popular here since they hit the scene
about 10 years ago. That may change, as I have not seen any new

Local master modeler, Tom Egbert, poses with one of two electric Scores he
assembled. Tom “built” four Scores about seven years ago (no pun intended).
Three were sold to other fliers. Prohaska photo.
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Gary Hayes fuels a .60-size version of the Lou Wolgast-designed Mirage. Power
is a Super Tigre .60.The model is at least 14 years old, but the Imron finish looks
new. Prohaska photo.
Three scratch-built Skylarks finished in the summer of 2002.The yellow one was
built by the late Don Pearson; the blue model by his son, Wade. I’m holding my
red one in the foreground. Don and Wade bought the wood and shop supplies
(except covering and paint) for all three models. I used parts from an original
Sterling kit as templates to cut three kits. We framed up the models in my shop,
then Wade and Don took theirs home for finishing. The project took two years!
Prohaska photo.

Scott Molck poses with an SV-11. This is one of many ARF’s he has flown over
the past several years. Scott is one of the most naturally talented pilots in the
area. Prohaska photo.

Tom Egbert again
with an ARF TRex powered by a
Tom Lay-tuned
ST .60. Prohaska
photo.
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Gary Hetrick and Scott Molck with Gary’s Kingfisher design during the Fremont
Days celebration last year. Prohaska photo.

I’ve received a contest overview from Jerry Higgins detailing the
Rocky Mountain Aeromodelers contest to be held near Denver
over the Labor Day weekend this year. You can view a picture of
the Front Range Airport flying site on the Rocky Mountain
Aeromodelers’ website mentioned in the report:
“The Rocky Mountain Control Line Championships will be
held on August 30-31, 2014, at the Front Range Airport near
Watkins CO (east of Denver). Events in aerobatics, speed, racing,
carrier, and balloon pop will be included in the two-day contest.

The stunt portion of the contest will include OTS, Classic,
PAMPA classes, and Profile (any size profile). Appearance points
will be awarded in Classic and PAMPA Advanced and Expert
following Marvin Denny’s ‘modified appearance judging guide’
that was published in Control Line World (page 81, Vol. 7, No. 1,
January, 2013).
“Stunt co-event directors are Jerry Higgins
(jerry.higgins@comcast.net [303] 921-1782) and Linda Brainard.
The flying venue includes five circles on smooth, flat asphalt. A
practice circle is located adjacent to the aerobatics contest circle.
A map to the site, list of hotels/rates, and contest flyer is available
at www.eicnetwork.com/eic/Events_&_Flyers.html.
“We typically have competitors join us from Colorado, Utah,
Arizona, New Mexico, Kansas, and even Florida. Our objective
is to provide a competitive (but fun) contest worth driving a long
distance to attend. Come join us for the contest, and then stay
afterward for a mountain vacation or a visit to the Denver area
museums, parks, and other attractions. Late August and early
September normally has low-crowd volumes and mild weather.
The contest is sponsored by the Rocky Mountain Aeromodelers,
and the aerobatics events will be managed by the Colorado
Control Line Aerobatics Club.”
—Jerry Higgins

Linda Brainard
releases Chris’s Old
Time Jamison for the
first flight of the day.
Gerber photo.

Just prior to submitting this column for publication, I received a
few pictures from Mark Gerber of some of our District IX
members during the opening days of VSC XXVI in Tucson.

Lew Wollard signaling the judges for his Old Time flight. Lou Wolgast is holding
Lew’s Veco Smoothie. Gerber photo.

Chris Brainard waiting for launch clearance for the opening official flight of VSC
XXVI. Mark Gerber photo.
Jim Lee’s Double
Whammy that was
flown in the new
Exhibition event at
VSC. Gerber photo.
Jim Lee’s latest Old Time entry, a ’52 Cheek Cowl Barnstormer. Gerber photo.

Thanks to everyone who has sent in material and photos for this
and previous columns. (I need a fresh supply for each issue.) I try
to use everything I get, so send in what you have. I need to hear
from you.
It’s the first day of spring as I conclude this, and none too
soon! Let’s head for the circles. SN
—Jack
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District X
by Jim Hoffman

Arizona, California, Guam, Hawaii,
Nevada, Utah

Southwest Regionals—Tucson
Every January, the Cholla Choppers host this long-running
contest. This was 64th annual edition. The contest originally was a
combined Control Line and Free Flight event. The two contests
are now run independently; the FF portion goes on in nearby
Eloy, Arizona.
This year, the weather was perfect with mornings in the 50s,
and afternoons with a high in the 70s, and very light wind. It was
nice to see a contingent from California including Robert
Harness, John Wright, Mike Alurac, Jim Aron, Brett Buck, and
Chip Hyde. Lou Wolgast did a fine job as CD.
The comment was made that one did not even know a contest
was occurring; we simply took turns flying with little excitement
and no drama. Keith and Barbara Trostle hosted a most enjoyable
open house on Saturday evening and made sure we were well
nourished. Contest results and scores should be elsewhere in the
newsletter.
One of the new models that flew at the SW Regionals was a
Super 70s Miss Kell, designed by Bob Whitely and built by
Leroy Black. The original model appeared on the cover of Model
Airplane News along with the plane’s namesake, Bob’s young
daughter, Kelly. Leroy had the MAN cover reduced and integrated
it into the finish. Bob and Leroy arranged to have the now grown
up Kelly sign some decal paper that was also added to the final
graphics. Pretty cool!
Ed Capitanelli’s F-4 Phantom
Ed Cap recently completed a beautiful replica of the Bill
Suraez-designed F-4 Phantom. Stunningly crafted and painted,
Ed tells me the construction of the air inlet scoops was quite a
challenge. They had to be fabricated in 1-inch pieces and butt
joined with no gaps. The airplane is built from plans, painted
w/Brodak dope and automotive clear coat, and powered with an
O.S. LA 46 turning an 11-5 RSM wood prop. It is adorned with
beautiful and authentic Veco needle-nose spinner.
How come my engine won’t run right? Sadly, I’ve uttered those
words more than once; recently flying pal Dave Riggs also
uttered those same words. As part of a check of the many
possible causes of Dave’s trouble, we removed and inspected all
the fuel lines. We found a tiny piece of organic debris inside the
fuel line, downstream of the fuel filter, right at the spray bar inlet.
The debris would need to have passed through two or three
filters if it originated in the fuel jug. We fly on grass and suspect
that perhaps the fuel line was disconnected momentarily during
an earlier maintenance action and the debris jumped into the fuel
line at that time. I am providing a photo, so hopefully the debris
is visible. This reinforces the lesson about cleanliness and the
benefits of using a closed fuel system in glow motor installations
and use of lots of filters.
Maintenance
Speaking of maintenance, I recently began flying my 13-yearold Impact. Upon cleanup following a contest, I discovered a
loose hinge. The flap trim tab is held by a single Klett hinge
which was now loose; the epoxy glue joint at the hinge had failed
and the trim tab was held in by the clevis/horn assembly alone.
Following a discussion with master builder John Callentine, I
have now switched over to RC-56 Canopy glue for nylon hinge
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installations. (Editor’s note: This is wonderful glue for use in
installing hinges, but be certain to shake the bottle thoroughly
before each use. The “good stuff” that allows this adhesive to
perform so well needs to be totally in solution for the glue to
work properly.)
Typical flap and elevator surfaces have three to six hinges per
surface. Several can be failed and undetected. It behooves us to
do a good job at installation and use more, not less hinges, than
are needed to do the job.
Delaney Pathfinder
Gordan recently completed another in his series of
Pathfinders. This lovely profile version is powered by an O.S. LA
46 and features Gordan’s always beautiful craftsmanship and
yellow paint. Gordan, are you stealing paint from Pete Peterson?
Flight tests will happen in the spring when the snow melts in Salt
Lake City.
Glen Allison’s Wildman 60
Glen Allison recently completed a 1950 design by Floyd
Carter, the Wildman 60. Intended for Old Time Stunt, it is
powered by an ignition RJL Cunningham Bluestreak .65 radially
mounted engine turning a 13 x 6 APC prop. The 60-inch-span
Wildman weighs in at 64 ounces and is finished in Allison
signature yellow tissue and red dope. The ignition components
(ignition module, spark plug, and coil) were provided by Larry
Davidson. Test flights have proven to be very successful. We
expect to see this entered at VSC 2014
Australian Nats
Dave Fitzgerald forwarded some photos (via Joe Parisi) from
the Australian Nats. It looks like a very nice grass site.
Thank you to all who have provided input and/or photos. SN
Jim Hoffman
2658 W. Montgomery Drive
Chandler, Az. 85224-7854
480-897-0630 (home)
480-329-3316 (cell)
windswept4@cox.net

Warren Tiahrt’s Electric Aerobatican at the Southwest Regionals.

Dave Riggs discovered this tiny piece of debris in the fuel system of his plane.
Super 70s Miss Kell designed by Bob Whitely, built by Leroy Black.

My Impact hinge joint after 13 years of service.

Kevin Capitanelli competed with a nicely done profile Starduster.

Uncle Jimby enjoying the sun and fun with his electric stunter.

Gordan Delaney’s latest Pathfinder.
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Right: Australian Nats winners (L-R) 2nd
Russell Bond, 1st Joe Parisi, 3rd P.J.
Rowland.

Below: Glen Allison and his OTS Ignition
Wildman 60. That is a lot of balsa wood!

Below right: Joe Parisi, wife Rosemarie,
and his kids at the Australian Nats.

District XI
by Mike Haverly
At last spring has arrived. Around these parts homeowners are
looking at moss in their lawn, overgrown gardens, and dirty
windows. The good news is, we don’t have cleanup from snow
damage like so much of our country. Now all we have to do is
deal with income tax, property taxes, insurance on everything …
Whoa, I’m bringing myself down; flying season is here and there
are a lot of tasks that need to be done that are a lot more fun.
Our first contest is the last weekend of April in Portland,
Oregon. It is sponsored by the local club, Northwest Fireballs at
Delta Park. Usually there are a good number of new airplanes on
display; hopefully this year will be no exception.
Speaking of new, take a look at what Paul Walker has been
doing. There was a series of movies featuring a Predator, it being
an alien that uses our planet as a personal hunting ground and as
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Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon,
Washington

Double
Trouble! Paul’s
new Predator takes
its place next to last
year’s entry. Which one is
which? I can say that the new
one comes apart to go into a
traveling container. Either one spells
trouble for the rest of us. Walker photo.

a food source. In the second presentation, the hero dispatches in
invader in an unlikely hand-to-hand combat and the viewer is led
to believe that all is well. Hollywood, staying true to form brings
in a starship with a whole army of the alien’s buddies. You’d
think one Predator would be enough, but no, Paul has seen fit to
prey on us with another rendition that has been “updated.”
I’ve been in contact with Joe Parisi, the current Australian PA
champion. He asked me to provide him with some take-apart
hardware. He sent along some pictures of his progress and will be
here for our Nats in Muncie, Indiana. It will be nice to see him
again as well as the rest of the “Aussie” crew.

Joe Parisi’s new competition model for this year. This is the new fuselage
construction showing the take-apart system installed. Parisi photo.

News from north of the border is that Alan Resinger and Chris
Cox will each have new Bob Hunt-designed Crossfires. Both of
these guys are terrific builders and will be winners for sure.
Chris’s is a take-apart version while Alan’s is a one-piece model.
They have ventured into the world of paint masks with a recently
purchased vinyl cutter. Take a good look at Alan’s work; it is
really cool.

The tail art on Alan Resinger’s new Crossfire is exactly that; a piece of art.
Resinger photo.

Alan’s complete model. The workmanship is, as usual, wonderful. The purchase
of a new vinyl cutter opens new horizons. Talent helps too. Resinger photo.

Joe’s new wing as it fits up to the fuselage. It is a new electric take-apart to fit
into a travel-legal-size container. Parisi photo.

Mark Scarborough scratch-built his BF 109. It was a long
project for him and it has yet to make a contest flight. It was testflown last year and had some issues to be ironed out. Hopefully it
will get some air time this year. Meanwhile, he has been working
on a new project he describes as an electric powered “Impact
derivative.” From the looks of the photos it won’t be easily
confused with an original Impact.
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Mark Scarborough’s yet-to-be-competed semiscale BF-109. This is a beautiful
model that has yet to meet its potential due to some design flaws and trim
issues. Scarborough photo.

Mark Scarborough’s winter project is an electric-powered Impact Derivative.
Make no mistake, it is an Impact. Mark lives near enough to Paul that it is
prudent to stick close to design parameters, if he wants any detailed trimming
help. Scarborough photo.

A recent conversation with Howard Rush indicates he is
making progress on his World Champs model. “Spray paint on
and sand it off,” was the answer to “How’s it going?”
For those who don’t know, one of the restrictions for
transporting model airplanes via airlines is the size of the
shipping container. The dimensions, L x W x H cannot exceed
62.0 inches.
It really isn’t too difficult, but some consideration needs to be
taken as to which dimensions are important. For example, my
shipping container is L41.125 x W9.5 x H11.25 for a total of
61.875. The largest dimension in this case was the fuselage.
I didn’t know about the restriction until Paul Walker brought
to my attention when I had my airplane nearing the finishing
stages. Howard has all of the details well in hand with some
A close-up of the 109 shows some of the detail of Mark’s model. A well-done
innovative features. Pictures? Not yet. Something about patents
presentation. Scarborough photo.
and such. No! Only kidding he is moving right along.
As for my entry for this year, I
have a recently completed, not yet
trimmed, take-apart, Sultan-based
model. It is very close to the same
as the original design but with a
little different wing.
The state of Oregon continues
to be a hot bed of activity. It looks
like nearly every weekend is busy
with a fun fly or meeting of some
kind. I really don’t like to repeat
old news, but, take a look at the
Flying Lines website.
If I was a little more lazy I
could just copy information and
submit it. Seriously, take a look:
http://flyinglines.org.
That’s it for now. The sun is
trying to shine and yard needs
some serious attention, not to
mention my flying skills. Not
flying all winter really slows
down the reflexes, not to say mine
are all that good. At any rate, fly
some Stunt and be safe! SN
My new ride for this year. It’s another Norm Whittle-designed Sultan with a modified wing. The paint scheme is a loose
—Mike Haverly
(very loose) interpretation of the movie of the same name. Haverly photo.
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2014 AMA Control Line Aerobatics National Championships
July 13-19, 2014
Friday, July 11-Saturday July 12
After FF

Control Line Precision Aerobatics Practice

Grass 600 x 600 Only

Sunday, July 13
7:00 a.m.
Control Line Precision Aerobatics Practice
Grass 600 x 600 Only
8:00 a.m.
Beginner & Intermediate Stunt Registration*
Grass Circles
8:30 a.m.
Beginner & Intermediate Stunt Pilots Meeting*
Grass Circles
9:00 a.m.
Beginner & Intermediate Stunt Event*
Grass Circles
12:00 noon Old Time and Classic Stunt Registration*
Grass Circles

Monday, July 14
7:00 a.m.
Control Line Precision Aerobatics Practice
L-Pad, Grass Circles
Nats Headquarters
12:00 noon Jr/Sr/Open/Advanced/Expert entries close
2:30 p.m.
Open/Advanced/Expert Models Presented for
Appearance Judging
180 Building
3:00 p.m.
Pilots meeting
180 Building
4:30 p.m.
Concours Voting
180 Building

Tuesday, July 15
7:00 a.m.
7:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Control Line Precision Aerobatics Practice
Judges Seminar Phase (Flight)
Old Time & Classic Stunt Events Pilots Meeting*
Old Time & Classic Stunt Events*
Judges Seminar Review (Rules review)

L-Pad, Grass Circles
L-Pad Circle 4
Grass Circles
Grass Circles
AMA Board Room

Wednesday, July 16
7:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Control Line Precision Aerobatics Practice
L-Pad, Grass Circles
Open/Advanced/Expert Qualifications Rounds 1 & 2 L-Pad
PAMPA EC meeting
AMA Board Room
PAMPA General meeting
AMA Board Room

Thursday, July 17
7:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

Control Line Precision Aerobatics Practice
L-Pad, Grass Circles
Open/Advanced/Expert Qualifications Rounds 3 & 4 L-Pad

Friday, July 18
7:00 a.m.
Control Line Precision Aerobatics Practice
8:00 a.m.
Open Top 20
8:00 a.m.
Advanced/Expert Finals

L-Pad, Grass Circles
L-Pad
L-Pad

Saturday, July 19
7:00 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
12:00 noon.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Control Line Precision Aerobatics Practice
Jr/Sr processing and Appearance Judging
Jr/Sr Finals
Open Finals
Walker Cup Fly-off
PAMPA Reception
PAMPA Banquet

L-Pad, Grass Circle
L-Pad
L-Pad
L-Pad Circle of choice
L-Pad Circle of choice
AMA McCullough
Education center
(by AMA Museum)

*Unofficial Event
If you are flying only unofficial events, you still must register with NATs headquarters and pay a site use fee,
$10.
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Contests

Contest Calendar

For up-to-date listings see the PAMPA Web site: www.control-line.org . Be sure to confirm with the CD before going to a contest.
Please submit new listings and contest results to Howard Rush, hmrush@comcast.net. Submit contest ads to Gene Martine,
gmflying@bellsouth.net .
Events marked with an asterisk use nonstandard rules. Contact CD for details.
2014 Contests:
May 3-4
Carolina Classic, Waymer Field, 15401 Holbrooks Rd.,
Huntersville, NC. Take exit 23 east from I-77, turn right on Old
Statesville Rd., turn left on Holbrooks.
Saturday: Basic Flight*, Old Time, Nostalgia 30, Profile*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate*,
Advanced*, Expert*)
CD: Everett Shoemaker, (252) 633-4128,
evjoshoe@embarqmail.com
May 3-4
Mid Iowa Control Liners’ Stunt Contest,
Big Creek State Park, Polk City, IA
Saturday: Old Time, Classic*, Profile*, 1/2A*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate*,
Advanced*, Expert*)
CD: Bob Baldus, 6719 Colby Ave, Windsor Heights, IA 50324,
(515) 240 1196, Bstudeman@aol.com
May 4
Woodland/Davis Aeromodelers Fun Day, 44643 County Road 29,
Davis, CA (1.4 miles east of County Road 102)
Classic, Stunt 25*, Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate,
Advanced, Expert)
Contact: Clint Ormosen, (530) 740-3223, ormosen3@sbcglobal.net
May 17-18
John Gunn Open Invitational Control Line Stunt Contest,
Kenneth Makepeace Field, Industrial Rd., El Dorado, AR,
N33.208282102696, W92.616339377099 . Take Hwy 63 east
of El Dorado, turn right on Industrial Rd. Field is ½ mile on right.
Saturday: Profile*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate*,
Advanced*, Expert*)
CDs: Norm Faith, 157 West Lake Rd., El Dorado, AR 71730,
(870) 310-3525, circlepilot@suddenlink.net;
Doug Patterson (225) 629-0290, jd3patterson@gmail.com;
Jason Cunningham (870) 814-6005, jcunningham50@hotmail.com
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May 23-25
Northwest Stunt and Combat Championships,
Salem, OR airport
Friday: Old Time, Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate)
Saturday: Classic/Nostalgia, Profile*,
Precision Aerobatics (Advanced)
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Expert)
CD: Mike Hazel, P.O. Box 505, Lyons, OR 97358, (503) 871-1057,
zzclspeed@aol.com ,
http://flyinglines.org/14.regstuntcombat.flyer.pdf
May 24
May Stunt Meet,
Apollo 11 Model Field, Sepulveda Basin, Van Nuys, CA
Take Burbank Blvd. (just north of Hwy 101) exit west from I-405,
turn right on Woodley Ave., turn left into Woodley Park parking
area, drive slowly south beyond parking area to the field.
Precision Aerobatics*
CD: Stan Tyler, (526) 423-4634, Stan.tyler@verizon.net
http://sites.google.com/site/valleycircleburners/
May 24-25
Texas Control Line Championships
Scobee Flying Park, Westheimer Pkwy and FM 1464, Houston, TX
Saturday: Old Time, Classic
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Adv., Exp.)
CD: Frank Williams, (281) 488-1371, lonestar_77062@yahoo.com
May 25
Topclassical 37th Annual, Family Park,
SW corner of SW 21st St. and SW Urish Rd., Topeka, KS
Old Time, Precision Aerobatics (Beginner Jr.-Sr., Beginner Open,
Intermediate, Advanced, Expert), Basic Flight*
CD: James Lee, 827 SE 43rd St, Topeka, KS 66609, (785) 2667714, jlee9@cox.net
May 25
Windy City Classic, Ned Brown Forest Preserve (Busse Woods),
Golf Rd near Rte 53, Rolling Meadows, IL. Entrance is off Golf
Rd. Turn into forest preserve, make the first left. Drive to the end.
Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert),
Basic Flight*
CD: Michael Schmitt, (847) 445-2420, Encore46@att.net

May 31-June 1
Toronto & District Championships, 54th Anniversary
Centennial Park, Toronto, Ontario
Saturday: Old Time
Sunday: Profile, F2B
http://www.balsabeavers.com

June 29
GSCB Stunt Meet
George L Gaydos Field, Two Bridges Rd., Lincoln Park NJ
Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate,* Adv.*, Exp.*)
CD: Michael Cooper, (862) 268-5091, m200472@gmail.com
http://www.gscb.us/

June 7-8
Stunt-A-Thon, Thun Field (Pierce County Airport), Meridian Ave.
E and 186th St, Puyallup, WA
Saturday: Old Time, Classic, Profile*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Adv., Exp.)
CD: Steve Helmick, 2104 Aberdeen Pl SE, Renton, WA 98055,
(425) 255-1887,sbasser@yahoo.com

July 14-19
US Nationals
Stunt ED: Bob McDonald, 28746 Westfield St, Livonia, MI 48150,
(734) 421-0429, bobsp47@sbcglobal.net

June 8
Wisconsin Stunt and Scale Championship
Wagner Park, Green Road, Pewaukee, WI,
N43.077948, W88.212451
Old Time, Classic, and Nostalgia 30 Combined*,
1/2A* (Beginner, Expert),
Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
CD: Peter Mick, (262) 377-6137, pmick82541@aol.com
June 10-14
Brodak Fly-In, Brodak flying field, Carmichaels, PA
39.8812N, 79.9595W See Web site for map and directions.
Tuesday: Profile* (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
Wednesday: Classic-Nostalgia 30* (Beginner, Intermediate,
Advanced, Expert)
Thursday: Old Time I, II (Beginner, Intermediate, Adv., Exp.),
Precision Aerobatics appearance judging (Intermediate, Adv., Exp.)
Friday: Precision Aerobatics flying (Beginner, Intermediate,
Advanced, Expert) round 1
Saturday: Precision Aerobatics flying (Beginner, Intermediate,
Advanced, Expert) round 2
CDs: William Davis, Mark Weiss
Contact: Sandy Bruce,
Brodak Manufacturing and Distributing Company, Inc.
100 Park Avenue, Carmichaels, PA 15320, (724) 966-7335
flyin@brodak.com, http://brodak.com/fly-in/
June 21
Nearly 1/2A Fun Stunt Event,
Rice Mill Road flying site, Richmond, B.C.
1/2A Stunt for models of military aircraft*
Contact: Bruce Duncan, a.b.duncan@shaw.ca
http://www.flyinglines.org/14.halfafunday.pdf

July 26-27
58th Annual Red River Valley Championships
Trefoil Park, Fargo, ND
Park entrance is at Elm St. and 14th Ave. N.
Saturday: Classic, Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Advanced)
preliminary rounds
Sunday: Classic, Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Advanced) finals
CD: Paul Kegel, (701) 237-3901, paulsmod@aol.com
http://www.flyinglines.org/14.redriver.flyer.pdf
July 26-27
Western Canada Stunt Championships
Saturday: Old Time, Classic, Profile *
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Adv., Exp.)
Rice Mill Road flying site, Richmond, B.C.
CD: Keith Varley, kvarley3@gmail.com
July 27
Philly Flyers Contest
Neshaminy State Park, 3401 State Rd, Bensalem, PA
Old Time (two classes),
Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
CD: Lawrence Wilks, (215) 793-9453, wilks2k@verizon.net
August 3
Middlesex Modelers Stunt Competition, Mountainview Park,
behind the high school across from McDonald’s, Middlesex, NJ
Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
CD: Jim Vigani, (908) 334-7579, jfv@vts3d.com
August 9-10
Jim Coll Memorial Stunt Contest
6035 Shiloh Camp Road, 2 miles SW of Hurlock, MD
Saturday: Old Time, Profile*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Adv., Exp.)
CD: Jack Rosemere (410) 330-4663, jrosemere@verizon.net
http://www.esacclub.org/

June 29
Bean Field Grand Prix, The Bean Field, 30167 Esterville Rd.,
Dresden, Ontario, N 42° 37.533’ W 082° 08.639’
Profile, F2B
http://www.balsabeavers.com
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August 9-10
West Ohio Stunt and Scale Contest, club field behind Wegerzyn
Gardens Metro Park, 1301 E. Siebenthaler Ave., Dayton, OH
Saturday: Classic*, Profile*, ARF*, Old Time
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate*,
Advanced*, Expert*)
CD: Bruce Reynolds, (513) 705-0660, reynolbw@cinci.rr.com
http://buzzinbuzzards.weebly.com/

August 30-31
Charles Ash Memorial Greater Southwestern Championships
Garland Hobby Park,
E. Northwest Highway and Garland Rd., Dallas, TX
Saturday: Old Time, Classic, Profile*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Adv., Exp.)
CD: Dale Gleason, (940) 637-2169, mun00132@ntin.net
www.dmaa-1902.org

August 16-17
Western Kentucky/Southern Illinois Stunt Championships
McCracken County Model Air Park, Paducah, KY:
Saturday: Beginner Precision Aerobatics, Basic Flight*, Profile*,
Classic-Nostalgia*, Old Time
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics* (Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
CD: Charles Reeves, 8310 Moore Road, Paducah, KY 42001,
(270) 554-9920, chasreeves@comcast.net
http://www.paducahaeromodelers.com/

September 6
Indiana-Kentucky Stunt Championship
Clark County Airport, Sellersburg, IN
Old Time*, Nostalgia 30, Profile*, Precision Aerobatics
Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert classes in all events
CDs: Allen Burnham, (502) 544-3476, ronallen@twc.com;
Mike Stinson, (502) 386-4446
www.skyliners.us/

August 16-17
Dick Scobee Memorial, Auburn Municipal Airport,
16th St. NE and D St. NE, Auburn, WA
Saturday: Old Time*, Classic, Profile*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Adv., Exp.)
Contact: Pete Ferguson, (206) 930-6221 pferg3@comcast.net
http://flyinglines.org/skyraiders.html
August 23-24
Fellowship of Christian Modelers FCM at AMA
AMA, E. Memorial Drive, Muncie, IN
Saturday: Classic, Old Time, Profile *
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beg., Int., Adv., Exp., Masters*)
Contact: Allen Goff, 2100 N Carrolton Dr., Muncie, IN 47304,
(765) 759-7473, fcm95@comcast.net , www.fcmodelers.com
August 23-24
Southern Ontario Control Line Championships
The Bean Field, 30167 Esterville Rd., Dresden, Ontario,
N 42° 37.533’ W 082° 08.639’
Saturday: Old Time
Sunday: Profile, F2B
http://www.balsabeavers.com
August 30-31
Rocky Mountain Control Line Championships,
Front Range Airport, Watkins, CO
Take exit 299 north from I-70 about five miles.
Saturday: Old Time, Classic, Profile*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate*,
Advanced*, Expert*)
Contact: Jerry Higgins, (303) 921-1782, jerry.higgins@comcast.net
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September 7
Fall Stunt, Crowland Park, Niagara Falls, Ontario
Profile, F2B
http://www.balsabeavers.com
September 14
Bergen County Control Line Flyers, GSCB Stunt Contest,
288 Roosevelt Drive, Palisades Park, NJ
Take path by the river to south end of facility.
Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate*, Adv.*, Expert*)
CD: Rich Giacobone, 438 Hillside Ave,
Palisades Park, NJ 07650-1314, (201) 947-9638
ED: Roy Ward, (973) 402-0925, team4ward@aol.com
http://www.gscb.us/
September 20-21
Broken Arrow 27 Stunt and Scale Contest,
Buder Park, Valley Park, MO
Take exit 272 north from I-44, turn right at Meramec St.
Saturday: Old Time, Profile*, Classic/Nostalgia
Sunday: Basic Flight (Junior and Senior)*,
Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
CD: Robert Arata, 561 Goldwood Drive, Ballwin MO. 63021,
(636) 391-0272, srarata@att.net
September 27
NVCL Stunt Fest, Meadowood Special Recreation Management
Area, 10207 Old Colchester Rd. Lorton VA
Old Time Beginner, Old Time Int., Adv., Exp. combined,
Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
CD: Dick Houser (703) 489-5647, yvech8v@verizon.net,
www.nvcontrolline.com

September 27
Balsa Beavers Anniversary Event
Centennial Park, Toronto, Ontario
Old Time, F2B
http://www.balsabeavers.com
September 27-28
Oklahoma Control Line Championships
Reeves Field, Catoosa, OK, 36.166307N, 95.686659W. On the
east side of Tulsa, take Highway 412 2.9 miles east from I-44, turn
left (north) at Admiral (265th E). Turn left on access road (E
Archer St.). Field is ¼ mile west on the right between buildings
with red and green roofs.
Saturday: Old Time Plus,* Classic/N30*, Profile*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate*,
Advanced*, Expert*)
CDs: De Hill , 5811 So. Utica, Tulsa, OK 74105, (918) 743-4912,
dfhill@juno.com ; Lee Thiel, (918) 691-2717, rttyrd@aol.com
www.tulsacl.com
October 4-5
Memphis Stunt Classic, 4236 Sykes Rd., Millington, TN
35.311N 89.92W
Saturday: Old Time,* Classic/N30*, Profile*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate*,
Advanced*, Expert*)
CDs: Jim Lynch, (901) 683-0492, stunt@bellsouth.net
Paul Taylor (901) 626-5519, flybywires@yahoo.com

October 12
GSCB Fall Air Show, 288 Roosevelt Drive, Palisades Park, NJ
Take path by the river to south end of facility.
Old Time I and II (flapped models only),
Classic* (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate*, Adv.*, Expert*)
Old Time, Classic CD: Mike Cooper, (862) 268-5091,
m200472@gmail.com
Precision Aerobatics CD: Mike Ostella, (201) 704-7081,
mike.ostella@verizon.net
www.gscb.us/
October 18-19
36th Annual Golden State Stunt Championships, Madera Airport,
Madera, CA, http://g.co/maps/deq47
Saturday: Old Time, Classic
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Adv., Exp.)
Contact: Brian Massey (559) 645.8018, bjmassey2@gmail.com
http://www.californiacarclubs.com/GSSC.htm
October 18-19
Carolina Criterium,
Waymer Field, 15401 Holbrooks Rd., Huntersville, NC.
Take exit 23 east from I-77, turn right on Old Statesville Rd.,
turn left on Holbrooks.
Saturday: Basic Flight*, Old Time, Nostalgia 30*, Profile*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Adv., Exp.)
CD: Everett Shoemaker, (252) 633-4128,
evjoshoe@embarqmail.com
November 1-2
Southeast Stunt n Fun, MCRC Field, 7315 71st Ave E., Palmetto,
FL, N27.58588, W82.490896, http://tinyurl.com/mcrcmap
Saturday: Beginner Precision Aerobatics, Old Time, Nostalgia 30*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics* (Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
CD: Wayne Smith, (813) 251-0575, kamwns@verizon.net
www.manateerc.com

Contest Results
Ice-O-Lated

February 23, 2014, Valley Park MO
Results from Fred Cronenwett, CD
Expert
1 James Mills
2 Dan McEntee

555
552.5

Advanced
1 Jason Pearson
2 Steve Smith

527
504

Beginner
1 Ed Palacios

232

Profile
1 John Garrett
2 Dan McEntee

581.5
539

Judges: Bob Arata, Don Stanford
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C u s t o m F o a m Wi n g S e r v i c e s

Robin’s View Productions

Bob Hunt has been supplying the Control
Line Stunt community with World Class, foambased model airplane components since 1969.
Stunt models built with foam components
produced in his shop have won more World
and National Championships than all others
combined!
The vast majority of CL foam component
innovations are traceable to his shop. He was
the first to use triple-section coring for reduced
weight. He was also the first to offer foam flaps
that were cut as an integral part of the wing
core and then separated from the wing after
covering, ensuring a perfect fit between the
flap and the wing.
Bob developed the system of using Lite-Ply
landing gear ribs that install between the
leading edge and the spar, and accept
lightweight, load-dispersing landing gear
plates instead of the heavier maple blocks.
Here’s Bob Hunt at the 2011 Nats with his new, electric powered, Crossfire
More
recently, he has developed a system of
Extreme. The model features a Masterflite foam wing that was cut and
accurately
cutting fully rounded foam leading
covered with the flaps integral to the airfoil. The flaps were then separated
edges on the cores that he produces, along
and framed with balsa. Photo by Gene Martine.
with a foolproof method for attaching molded
balsa leading edge caps on the cores. This
system yields extremely accurate wings that are lighter and easier to construct.
These innovations and many, many more were born from constant research and development in the competition
arena. Bob was the first to win a World Championship Gold Medal flying a CL Stunt model fitted with a foam-core
wing. Foam wing cores and wings built by him have enabled hundreds of CL Stunt enthusiasts to realize superior
model performance and have helped them to win consistently in aerobatic competition.
When you are preparing to build that next “World Beater” stunt model, remember that Bob has been producing
wings for just such models for 40 years! He’s serious about light, accurate, and innovative stunt model components.
If you want to win, you should be too!
Robin’s View Productions offers custom-cut foam wing cores, covered foam wings that are ready for control
system installation and joining, and also fully built wings complete with flaps, tips, adjustable leadout guide, tip
weight box, and control system installed. RVP has templates for all the popular CL Stunt and Classic Stunt models,
and can custom template and produce your original design wing for you. Bob personally cuts each wing core using
only top-quality virgin bead foam. Covered wings are produced using only the finest, hand-selected, contest-grade
balsa.
For a complete listing of the myriad products and services offered by Robin’s View Productions, please send a
large SASE to: Robin’s View Productions, PO Box 68, Stockertown PA 18083, call (610) 746-0106, or email Bob at
robinhunt@rcn.com. Phone orders are welcome and RVP accepts Visa and MasterCard for your convenience.
Along with all RVP products comes the invitation to call with any questions about model building. RVP offers an
evening “Hot Line” for questions you might have while you are building in your shop.

Relentless Innovation!

Remember our motto:
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Stunthanger.com
Control line forum
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Stuff I think about—the Logbook
by Bruce Perry MAAC 13758

You keep a logbook right? Of course you do! All good pilots do.
If you don’t maybe you want to consider it. In 1993 my aunt gave
me a commercial pilots’ logbook from just after the war.
Her husband was meant to use it but he was killed in a plane
crash in northern Saskatchewan. I thought long and hard about
what to do about whether to use the heirloom or not. I decided
that it would be an appropriate use to chronicle my involvement
in my new hobby. I even chose to use pencil in case I wanted to
“delete” the entries later.
The book was started just as I was finishing my stunt training,
I was still learning the pattern and would make special notes of
the “firsts.” Like first hourglass, first cloverleaf, etc. I wrote out
each entry carefully to ensure others would be able to read my
handwriting. You never know who would be interested. These
first entries had the date, plane type, location, wind and
temperature.
The wind numbers were based on a judgement, I’d bet some
speeds were higher than actual. I would enter any significant
notes as well, stuff that I learned, stuff that was making me
crazy... getting my fox to run on a profile was a popular entry. I
was pretty excited on the entry where I finally got the full
pattern! The square eight was my last manoeuvre.
I had practiced it in my mind for weeks, my wrist following
the cadence of the perfect eight being flown in my mind. The date
was May 14 1993, and I was flying my Prowler with the 40th
anniversary FOX 35. I realize that these early entries are
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probably not the stuff of legends but that story comes later.
The chronicle continues through several airplanes and
documents the successes, (4th place intermediate at my first
contest, the NW regionals 1993, the 16th and 17th full patterns
ever!) and the failures... There were several crashes, frustrating
trim issues, lessons learned through the best school, Hard Knocks
University. All of which are carefully entered into my logbook. I
can tell you exactly how many flights per year every year since
’93.
I can tell you how many flights on each airplane, I can tell you
what powerplant was in which airplane on every flight since the
beginning. You can see where something like this could be a
benefit. I began recording the entire setup. The bench trim
statistics, the CG location, the leadout location, the weight, all
accessories like tank type, prop details, pipe length, plug type,
compression, etc. It was only necessary once in awhile to detail
this information. I could then track changes like lighter spinners,
different props, more or less tail weight, etc. The trim secrets
gradually began to reveal themselves right in the logbook.
The entries continued to evolve, I now track date, airplane,
temp (measured), wind speed (measured), density altitude
(measured). These parameters help a great deal when setting up
in a different location. I can get the tune-up very close in just a
couple of flights using the info in my logbook.
The book is one of my most valued possessions. It is the story
of my stunt life. In the last 19 years it covers six US Nationals,
two Canadian Nationals, two
team trials, two world
championships, one VSC, and
19 NW Regionals! There are
16 different airplanes with
their entire history. The lessons
learned are the real gold of the
book. Every time a stunt secret
was revealed, it was written
down. Yes, some were
forgotten, and eventually
relearned, it’s that HKU
principle... So some lessons
have been entered a couple of
times.
Is a logbook for you? Yes.
Do you need it? Yes. Can you
learn from it? Yes. Get in your
car, drive over to the nearest
flight school and pickup a
pilot’s logbook. They are about
$15-$20 and start to chronicle
your journey in this event.
Keep track of all things
important to you and your
success. Someday when we
are all sitting around in Tucson
arguing about who won VSC
XXXII, one of us will have a
written answer.
And this is some stuff I
think about.
—Bruce
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G
s

Books:
Classic Era Construction Drawings compiled by Tom
Morris $12.00
Old-Time Stunt Construction Drawings compiled by
Tom Morris $ 8.00
Pioneers of Control Line Flying by Charles Mackey
$12.00
PAMPA Decals, Stickers and Pins:
PAMPA Logo: Full color water-transfer decals. One 3-inch
diameter decal and two 1½-inch diameter decals $2.00
PAMPA Logo: Black on clear 1½-inch diameter vinyl
sticker $ .25
PAMPA Pin: A 1¼-inch diameter, five-color metal lapel pin
$ 4.00

PAMPA Products Order Form
Item Description

Quantity

Price Each

Payment
Cash
M.O. Check #: ____________
Credit Card
MasterCard
Visa

Total for Products*

Account #: _______________________________

7% tax Indiana residents

Exp. Date: _______________________________

Total Cost

V Code: ______________
Amount: _________________________
Signature: _______________________________
Telephone: ______________________________
Ship to:

Shipping**

*Minimum Order $5.00 please
**Shipping: US Orders Under $60 add 25%
US Orders Over $60 add 20%
Other Nations Airmail add 40%
Other Nations Surface Mail add 30%
Canada and Mexico add 35%
Mail Order To: PAMPA Products
c/o Jim Vornholt
PAMPA, PO Box 320
Plainfield, IN 46168.

Voice Order: (317) 385-4751
Email: PAMPA@indy.rr.com

Stunt News 96

Total

PAMPA Products

Get your T-shirts now for flying
season, back Stunt News issues,
CDs, and more!
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PAMPA
P.O. Box 320
Plainfield, IN 46168-0320

BRODAK

MANUFACTURING AND
DISTRIBUTING COMPANY, INC.
Your one-stop source for everything related to building and flying.

If you fly Electric or are thinking about converting from gas-powered, we have what you need!
Electric Conversion Kits

Our Electric Conversion Kits, designed by
Dennis Adamisin, include fully illustrated, step-by-step instructions, laser-cut
balsa and hardwood pieces to convert a
new or existing plane, and a supply list.

For hard-to-find parts
and supplies, Brodak is
the place to go!

Brodak Manufacturing has
kits for builders and flyers of
all skill levels, including six
updated Carl Goldberg 1/2A
Models and a full line of ARCARF designs.
B - 25
CLP-94 $149.99

COMPLETE PACKAGES!

BH-1832 $79.99
for 1/2A designs

Brodak Hubs &
Wheel Collars give
you that classic,
finished look!

SWORDSMAN 18
(CLP-69) $34.99

Bob Palmer HURRICANE
CLB-90
$109.99

Connect with history!

Our Spirit of Yesteryear planes
capture the classic designs of the
past with R/C, Electric, C/L and
Free-Flight options. Visit www.brodak.com to see dozens of Spirit of
Yesteryear kits.

WHEELS! Including
the widest, lightest,
and most durable
wheels you can buy.

SPINNERS AND MORE!

We have a full-line of
aluminum spinners -- and
everything else you need!

LI’L SATAN
LITTLE TOOT
LI’L WIZARD STUNT MAN 23 LI’L JUMPING BEAN
(CLP-70) $34.99 (CLP-71) $34.99 (CLP-72) $34.99 (CLP-73) $34.99 (CLP-74) $34.99

JUNIOR NOBLER
CLB-92 $87.99

The complete DARE DESIGN line is now part of the Brodak family.
Recognized for its gliders, rubberpowered kits, and unique designs,
these outstanding designs are great
values. We also have Dare Spoked
Wheel Jig Kits for WW1 models,
Radial Engine kits, pilots and more!

BH-1833 $174.99
for .19 to .35

Check out our Brodak Turn-Key Power
System sheet at www.brodak.com.
Click Arrowind in the Electric section for
information on the correct motor, ESC,
battery, timer, prop and charger you
need for your airplane. We have the
equipment you need!

PBY CATALINA
ERCOUPE
DA-542
$84.95 DA-546 $119.95

DALLAIRE SPORTSTER
SOY-09 $69.99

GEE BEE E (RC)
SOY-13 $139.99

RINGMASTER S1
CLP-82
$87.99

DOUGLAS A-20G HAVOC
DA-531
$64.95

RED ZEPHYR (RC)
SOY-23 $84.99

STUKA STUNT
CLB-111 $119.99

THE CUB
CLB-91 $63.99

Great Finishes Start With
Brodak Butyrate Products
We have the largest selection
of colors ever offered -- and
products that can help you create great finishes. They meet
the highest standards for quality and performance. Thanks
to excellent coverage, it is easier to create a great finish with
fewer coats.
We also have a paint-chip
chart and one of the most complete booklets on painting tips,
both for only $7.50.

Brodak Manufacturing & Distributing Company, Inc.

100 Park Avenue . Carmichaels, PA 15320 . www.brodak.com
(724) 966-2726 (voice) . (724) 966-5670 (fax) . (724) 966-9131 (voice)) . email: flyin@brodak.com

