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Nats.
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President’s Column
By Bill Rich

Hope to see you all
on out on the tarmac
in the future.
THIS WILL BE my last official “President’s Column.” It’s
hard to believe that my four-year term is coming to an end, but
it is. I am confident PAMPA is heading in the right direction and
will benefit from Don McClave’s leadership and professional
approach moving forward.
Website update: There is currently a proposal to the
membership to seek approval for a fundraising effort to update
and maintain our website. Normal membership funds will not
be used for this project.
I hope each of you returned your ballot and remembered to
vote for the upgrade. I have asked our vendor to submit a written
proposal to PAMPA, which includes startup and maintenance
cost. A $500 deposit was required; Don McClave and I
contributed the $500 to the project. It is our hope to have
membership approval and the update completed by January of
next year.
Vacant EC positions: We will have to wait for the tally of
election ballots to determine what EC positions remain open.
Open District Director positions and the Membership Chairman
can be appointed by the PAMPA President under our current
bylaws.
I have assured the new President that I will be working with
him to find replacements for these positions. I have at least one
candidate for each position as of the writing of this column, but
will wait until the ballots are in to see where the vacancies are. I
do not have any firm commitments at this time.
Revisiting PAMPA bylaws: As a result of our less-than-stellar
turnout for our annual PAMPA Business Meeting at the
Nationals, it may be time to take a look at the bylaws and see if
there might be a better way to conduct PAMPA business that
requires membership input.
Our anticipated website upgrade will give us the ability to
communicate directly with the membership and receive vital
feedback almost immediately. The new site will allow us the
ability to generate a specific email list at virtually a keystroke.
Currently, 83% of our membership has online capability.
Hall of Fame: As a reminder, nominations for the Hall of Fame
will remain open until Jan. 31, 2012. Any individual, regardless
of membership in PAMPA, AMA, or any other affiliated model
aviation organization, may be nominated.
Please note: the “three-year rule” has been removed. A
person inducted into the Hall of Fame shall receive an
individually tailored plaque which highlights his or her
contributions and achievements.
A permanent Control Line Precision Aerobatics Hall of Fame
display shall be maintained by PAMPA at AMA’s National
Model Aviation Museum in Muncie, Indiana. (On my last visit to
the museum, I noticed that our display needed to be updated
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with the names
of recent
inductees.
Allen Goff will work with the AMA to get this done.)
A nomination packet can be obtained by sending a request to
Wynn Paul, Chairman of CLPA Hall of Fame Committee, 3332
Carriage Lane, Lexington, Kentucky, 40517, Email:
winniw3435@insightbb.com.
Final thanks: Before I mention some people specifically, I
would like to thank everyone who has helped me keep PAMPA
headed in the right direction for the last four years. For all those
who have stepped up when called upon, I really appreciate it.
I owe a special thanks to all the volunteers who stepped up
and helped me run the 2011 Nats. The judges, runners,
tabulators, pull-test operators, appearance judges, and all of the
individuals who ran and worked in our unofficial events—
thanks ever so much.
Bob Hunt and Liz Helms: I can’t thank these two individuals
enough. I firmly believe Stunt ews is the vehicle that holds
PAMPA together.
I don’t believe we could have found a more qualified
individual to be our Stunt ews Editor. Bob stepped up when
PAMPA desperately needed a S Editor. The previous editor’s
unexpected resignation left us in quite a quandary. Bob had
agreed to take over the editor’s post at the end of that year, not
in the middle of the year. Bob did not hesitate when I asked him
to come aboard early, although he knew he would be behind
schedule from the start.
Bob is entirely responsible for bringing Liz Helms onboard.
Liz has done an outstanding job in creating a “new” look for
Stunt ews and managing the entire layout of the magazine.
Gene Martine: Gene has done an outstanding job as
Advertising Director for Stunt ews. I approached Gene four
years ago for his help in coordinating our S advertising. Gene
immediately accepted and continues to do a great job for us.
Gene also has served as the “Official PAMPA Photographer” at
the Nats. You might remember also that it was Gene who ran
Classic and Old-Time for a number of years at the Nats.
Randy Smith: Randy is the individual most responsible for
convincing me to run for PAMPA President. He has been my
confidant and mentor on many issues that I have grappled with
while serving as PAMPA President.
Randy was very active in recruiting Bob Hunt as the Stunt
ews editor. He readily gave up his 2011 Nats to help me as I
struggled with many issues prior to and during the Nats.
Executive Committee: Without this group of hard-working
volunteers, PAMPA could not exist. They have worked extremely

well together and have been very supportive of me during my
presidency. It is my hope to have all open positions filled prior to
the start of 2012.
Matt euman (VP): Matt merits special thanks for stepping up
when called upon. It took just a couple of conversations with
Matt before he accepted the VP position. Under the new
President’s direction, Matt will be working on specific projects,
and you will see his progress on these projects reflected in his
S column.
Dave Gardner: Dave has done a terrific job as
Secretary/Treasurer. His business and military background has
proven to be invaluable to PAMPA. Dave’s position is one of the
three most labor-intensive positions. He has served PAMPA
well.
oel Drindak: Noel’s service as Membership Secretary is
another of the very labor-intensive positions. Noel agreed to take
the position mainly because he was willing to serve and felt a
little “guilt” about pushing me to run for President.
Because he pushed really hard for that, he felt that he couldn’t
turn my request down. He created our Gift Membership
program. Noel will be stepping down this year. He felt the
position was a little more “computer intensive” than he wanted.
I believe our new updated website will reduce the workload
of this position. I have asked Noel to stay on until I can find a
replacement for him.
Will Moore (District 1): Will has done a fine job of
representing his district which encompasses Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont.
Will has some excellent ideas on what we need to do to keep our
hobby growing. If you missed his column in the
September/October issue, you might want to go back and read it.
Bud Wieder (District 2): Bud accepted the Director’s position
without hesitancy, realizing he was replacing a legend in Stunt.
Buddy’s columns are always full of pictures and information
from around the district.
Patrick Rowan (District 3): Pat will be leaving PAMPA at the
end of this term. Pat has served multiple terms in District 3. He
was very prompt in responding to any issue that I sent out for
feedback. I have enjoyed working with Pat, who was always
open and up front with issues that the EC was struggling with.

Lake Charles Nats in the mid 80s.
If you want to get a feel for Allen’s contribution to Stunt, you
need to look at the feature article on Allen in the latest Control
Line World. Allen is a key contributor to PAMPA and Control
Line, in general. He introduced Beginner Stunt to the Nats and
has run the event at our Nationals since its inception.
John Paris (District 7): John will be stepping down at the end
of this year. John is finding it difficult to serve the membership
from Korea. Even with the distance handicap, he has done a fine
job of representing the members of District 7.
Don Hutchinson (District 8): Don agreed to fill in for the
vacancy created by an early resignation of the Director in his
district. Don continues to do an excellent job in representing his
District. I am aware that Don would like to turn this position
over to another, but he will continue to serve until we can find a
replacement.
Carl Shoup (District 9): Carl continues to serve PAMPA and is
running for reelection. Although Carl and I don’t always agree
on specific issues, he always explains why he votes the way he
does. I appreciate all of his efforts and look forward to meeting
him in person one of these days.
Jim Hoffman (District 10): Jim represents the largest
contingent of PAMPA members, and this requires excellent
communication skills to stay in touch with the membership. His
columns have been well written and he is quick to respond to
specific questions. I would expect that his district will play an
important role under the new PAMPA President.
Bruce Hunt (District 11): Bruce has agreed to run for reelection.
He has been very active in his district as well as the Nats. Bruce
has judged at the last two Nats and worked on Appearance
Judging in 2010. His columns are very informative, and he does
an excellent job of making sure he covers his entire district.
All in all, it has been a great four years. I feel as though I am
leaving PAMPA in a good place. I again want to thank everyone
for all their help and support over the years.
I don’t plan to just “fade away;” I will remain active in
competitive Aerobatics and stand ready to assist PAMPA if I’m
needed. You can’t spend more than 30 years in this endeavor
without building strong relationships and excellent friends. I look
forward to the years to come.
Hope to see you all on out on the tarmac in the future. SN

Steve Fitton (District 4): Steve is a flying mate at the King
Orange, is one I respect and admire for his work ethic and
dedication when it comes to flying Stunt and moving
upward on the competition ladder. Steve is an asset for
PAMPA, and it’s his dedication and drive that will help
move PAMPA forward in the future.
Eric Vigilone (District 5): Eric shares the same field with
me, so there have been times when I’ve used him as a
sounding board for some of the issues I’ve faced. He has
always listened and gave me his thoughts on the issues.
Eric does an excellent job of covering the district and has
utilized other district members to funnel him information on
activities in the district.
Allen Brickhaus (District 6): Allen has a long record of
service to PAMPA. I believe Allen was the District 6
Director when I first became involved with PAMPA at the
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Level Laps
By Bob Hunt

“ I salute you, Mr. Bill
Rich, and offer my most
heartfelt thanks.”
WHAT A DIFFERECE a few months make! I’m extremely
pleased to report that after my rather impassioned plea for
articles and columnists in the July/August issue of Stunt ews,
many members have sent in feature articles and/or have
volunteered to become regular column contributors in these
pages.
I really appreciate this, but more is needed. A magazine—or
large newsletter in this case—is much like a wood burning
stove. Each month it consumes a lot of material, and when it’s
gone, it’s gone! The stove has to be reloaded continually with
material. This newsletter is the same. Only with a continuing
flow of new and useful material will it continue. So, please,
don’t stop sending stuff in!
One of the aforementioned new columns is beginning in this
issue. Tom Morris, who is the dean of Stunt ews editors, has
offered to write a column called “Around Tom’s Shop.” It is no
secret that Tom is one of the most prolific builders in the world
of Stunt, and he produces a number of airplanes, airplane
components and hardware, and ancillary building equipment.
Because he does a lot of building, he is also constantly
engineering new ways of building models quicker and more
accurately.
Tom has promised to share all that technology with us in his
new column over the next year or so. To start out, Tom
discusses his recent involvement in electric-powered flight and
shares with us many new and innovative ideas that he has
already incorporated into his electric-powered models.
I’m particularly impressed with his way of front-mounting
motors. He’s come up with a very innovative way that I wish
I’d thought of! Thanks, Tom, for taking on this commitment.
I’m sure it will be a hit.
A Presidential Farewell
At the end of 2011, Bill Rich will be stepping down from
his post as PAMPA President. Over the two years that Bill has
held this post, we have seen a lot of improvements in PAMPA,
and he has set the stage for even more improvements in the
very near future.
Please take a moment to read his farewell “President’s
Report” in this issue. And, when you get a moment, please
either call Bill or send him an email message of thanks for his
service. He certainly deserves it.
The main reason I took the post of Stunt ews Editor is
because Bill asked me to do it. I’ve known him since the 1970s
and have always found him to be an honorable, diligent,
logical, friendly, no-nonsense, git ’er done type of guy. He’s
also a great and consistent flier whom I respect very, very
much. I will sincerely miss working with Bill. He is a life
friend to me and one to whom I go for counsel on things within
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and also outside of the hobby. I salute you Mr. Bill Rich and
offer my most heartfelt thanks.
I was actually going to leave this post when Bill stepped
down from the presidency. I promised him that I would stay on
the job just as long as he did. Well, things have changed a bit
… I’m pleased to report that starting in January, 2012, the new
PAMPA President will be Don McClave. All of the things that I
wrote about Bill as attributes also apply to Don.
We are extremely lucky to have yet another quality leader
coming on board to steer PAMPA through the foreseeable
future. Don’s organizational and management skills in the “real
world” will certainly be a huge asset in his new post.
Over the past 20 years or so, Don and I have forged a very
close friendship, and we talk often on the phone about many
things which affect the world of CL Stunt flying. I have always
found his insights to be spot-on in terms of the direction we
should go.
Don has also been an invaluable help to me at VSC as a
Pattern coach. True, he gets very little practice at that since he
only coaches some duffer out there on the West Coast named
Paul something or other. Actually, Don and I coach each other
at VSC, along with Wes Dick, Bob McDonald, and Warren
Tiahrt. It’s a fun group, and we have all improved by helping
each other.
So, because Don has agreed to serve for a while, I decided
(with just a bit of arm-bending) to stay on and edit this
newsletter for another two years. That decision was certainly
made easier due in large part to the volunteer help that Chuck
Holtzapple has been providing for the past four issues.
None of this would work, however, without the amazing
graphic talents of Liz Helms and the impressive computer
service skills of Bob Kruger. With this outstanding cadre
working with me, deadlines won’t seem so painful.
Some Personal Year-End Thoughts
It was gratifying to see so many new faces this year at the
Nats. Well, maybe I was the new face for many of the
competitors … I haven’t competed in a Nats since 2004
(although I did attend as a judge once since then).
It had been a few years, in any case, since I visited Muncie
for Nats week. I wasn’t too sure how I’d be received.
Sometimes, when you sit out of competition for a while, the
parade passes you by a bit. I was very pleased by the treatment
I received by all the competitors and spectators. I felt truly
welcomed back into the Nats family. And, what a family it has
become …
I met a number of new fliers and new support people
(volunteer workers) and came away with a feeling that this
event is still very strong and healthy. Part of that feeling comes

from the fact that the Beginner and Intermediate Nats Stunt
programs are working well in bringing new fliers to the sport
and then enabling them to “move up.”
Some years back I questioned the validity of Beginner and
Intermediate classes at the Nats. I have totally reversed my
thinking on that (see, you can teach an old dog some new tricks
…). Anything that increases participation on any level in
Stunt—and modeling in general—is a wonderful thing. Kudos
go out to all those who have been staffing, organizing, and
supporting the Beginner and Intermediate events at the Nats.
My experiences at the Nats, and other local meets, have
convinced me that, with a little promotion, we can revitalize
CL modeling in this country to the levels that it enjoyed in the
golden years of the 1960s and 1970s.
How can we achieve this? Well, if you have been reading
this column over the past couple of years, you know that I’ve
been promoting the idea of “Each One, Teach One.” I’ve laid
out the basic format of this idea to be a program that each of us
starts on our own, in our own area.
It works like this: find someone who exhibits even a tiny bit
of interest and then cultivate that interest by teaching that
person all you know about building and flying. Then, when
they’ve assimilated all that knowledge, charge them to find one
or two more people who exhibit interest, and teach them all
they have learned. Yes, this is a classic “pay-it-forward”
scenario. It can work, but it requires that each of us make it
happen in our own back yards.
I’m so adamant about the potential of this concept that I’ve

accepted the appointed post of District III PAMPA Director in
order to be able to start an official committee to address this
idea and others to spur growth. (Bill Rich had to appoint two
PAMPA Directors at the end of his tenure. No one ran for the
offices of District III or District VII this past voting cycle, so
Bill has appointed Bob McDonald to the District VII Director’s
position and me to the District III position.
Note: there was one write-in vote for a person in District III,
but that person had moved to another PAMPA district and
could not accept the District III post.
I’d like to take this opportunity to ask my District III
constituents to send in photos and information about what they
or their clubs are doing. I need information to fill my director’s
column, just as I always need articles to fill up this
magazine/newsletter. Believe me, District III members, you’ll
be hearing from me on a regular basis. And, if you have any
issues that you feel need the attention of the Executive
Council, please contact me and I’ll voice them for you.
I will do my best to serve you, and all I ask in return is your
support by sending me District III information with which to
fill my column.
Let’s hope that 2012 is a banner year for CL Stunt in all
respects. If we all do all we can to be involved, promote our
event to new prospects, and work together to define and solve
problems in a cooperative manner, then that hope will be
fulfilled.
Till next time, Fly Stunt!
—Bob Hunt
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Control Line Precision Aerobatics
Hall of Fame

Call for Nominations–2012
A Precision Aerobatics Model Pilots Association-sponsored Award of
Recognition for outstanding contributions to the event of Control Line
Precision Aerobatics
Criteria: The individual nominated shall have contributed significantly on a National and/or
International level to the Control Line Precision Aerobatics event as a competitor, designer,
administrator, author, promoter, technician, or manufacturer.
Eligibility: Any individual, regardless of membership in PAMPA, AMA, or any other affiliated model
aviation organization, may be nominated for consideration for the CLPA Hall of Fame.
ote: the “three-year rule” has been removed.
omination: Nominations shall be open in the odd-numbered years.
Procedure: Two PAMPA members in good standing (not from the same family) must nominate an
individual or individuals. Nominators must request a “Nomination Packet” from the Chairman. Packets
contain questions on information vital to formulating a comprehensive biography on nominee.
Nominations received in any other format will be returned.
Deadline: All nomination packets must be returned postmarked no later than January 31, 2012.
Biographies of nominees will be published in Stunt ews in the March/April or May/June issue.
Voting: The eligible voters will be listed in Stunt ews. The eligible voters will then send their vote to
the Chair via U.S. Mail or email. A simple majority of votes is necessary for a nominee to be elected to
the CLPA Hall of Fame.
Inductees: The 2012 inductees will be announced in Stunt ews.
Awards: A person inducted into the CLPA Hall of Fame shall receive an individually tailored plaque
which highlights his or her contributions and achievements. A permanent CLPA Hall of Fame display
shall be maintained by PAMPA at the AMA Museum in Muncie, Indiana.
Committee: Wynn Paul, Chair; Bob Hunt, Bill Werwage.
Send requests for nomination packet to: Wynn Paul, Chairman CLPA Hall of Fame Committee, 3332
Carriage Lane, Lexington, Kentucky, 40517.
(Tel: home: 859-271-3394, email: winnie3435@insightbb.com)
Stunt News 6
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2012 PAMPA Membership Application
Please print legibly. Use one form per member. Make photocopies for multiple registrations.

Check one:

New Member

Renewal

Address change

Name: ___________________________________________AMA No. ________________Age:_________

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________________________State:______________Nation:_______________

ZIP Code + 4 (or Postal Code):______________________Telephone:_______-_______-______________

E-Mail address:_________________________________________Date:_____________________

Check box if qualified for a Complementary Membership:

HOF

Annual Dues Options: Check One:

Other

AMA CB

Method of Payment

Basic Member-Internet access only

$25

Check

M.O.

Cash

US Member – Bulk Mail

$45

Check No.

US Member – First Class Mail

$55

Credit Card: (only Visa and MC are acceptable)

US Family Member

$5

Credit Card No:

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

US Compact Disk

$45

Expiration:

(Mo./Yr)

Canada / Mexico First Class Mail

$65

V-Code:

(3 digits)

International First Class Mail

$90

Signature:

International Compact Disk

$50

Membership Card, if desired:

$2

Date:

-

-

__ __

-

/

__ __

__ __ __

Office use only
Date received:

Form complete:

NOTE: Term of ALL Memberships are from January 1st through December 31st.

Mail to: Noel Drindak
PAMPA Membership Chairman
180 Lake Hill Road
Burnt Hills, NY 12027-9403
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Phone:

518-399-5939

Email:

drindak@gmail.com

PAMPA Officers
President
Bill Rich
3036 Ridge Vale Cir.
Valrico Fl 33594; (813) 681-9832;
richvalrico@aol.com
Vice President
Matthew Neumann
2009 Forbes Rd Vincennes IN 47591
(812) 895-1476 mrstuka@rocketship.com
Secretary/Treasurer
Dave Gardner
15107 SE 145th Place
Renton WA 98059; (425) 235-5190;
davegardner55@msn.com
Membership Chairman
Noel Drindak
180 Lake Hill Rd.
Burnt Hills NY 12027
(518) 399-5939;
drindak@googlemail.com
District I
William R. Moore
36 State St.
Woonsocket RI 02895; (508) 404-0542;
willmoore2@cox.net

District II
Buddy Wieder
941 Potters Rd.
Newton, NJ 07860
(973) 940-1921
bw427@ptd.net
District III
Patrick Rowan
9692 Unity Rd.
Poland OH 44514; (330) 542-0673;
patr131@yahoo.com
District IV
Stephen Fitton
104 Mill Stream Way
Williamsburg VA 23185; (757) 897-4696;
spfvmi90@aol.com
District V
Eric Viglione
2126 Viola Dr.
Clearwater FL 33764; (727) 530-4947;
eric@fcelaw.com
District VI
Allen Brickhaus
Box 206
Golconda IL 62938; (618) 683-7611;
abkb801@shawneelink.net

District VII
John Paris
10120 N. Jennings Rd.
Clio MI 48420; (810) 686-5914;
parisjm2@aol.com
District VIII
Don Hutchinson
9405 Side Saddle Trl.
Fort Worth TX 76131; (817) 306-0226;
dhutch2@sbcglobal.net
District IX
Carl Shoup
3172 Glendam Dr.
Grand Junction CO 81504; (970) 4240764; shoupentstatorrepair@prodigy.net
District X
Jim Hoffman
2658 W. Montgomery Dr., Chandler AZ
85224; (480) 897-0630
Windswept4@cox.net
District XI
Bruce Hunt
2237 Joseph St. S.
Salem OR 97302; (503) 361-7491;
bh7726@comcast.net

Deadlines

Ad and Editorial copy
Issue
Deadline
January/
February 2011
November 20, 2011
March/April
January 20, 2012
May/June
March 20, 2012
July/August
May 20, 2012
Postmaster: Send address changes to:
Dave Gardner, 15107 SE 145 Pl., Renton,
WA 98059-7308.

Stunt News (ISSN 1076-2604) is the
official newsletter of the Precision
Aerobatics Model Pilots’ Association
(PAMPA), a not-for-profit hobby
association, and is published bimonthly at
209 Old Easton Rd., Stockertown PA
18083. Annual membership dues are
$50.00, which includes a subscription to
Stunt News. Periodical postage rate paid
at Rockport IL.

ELECTRIC CONTROL
LINE

Advertising rates: Page size and cost
per issue
(H) x (W)
1
/8 page: 2.25 x 3.50 inches
$10.00
1
/4 page: 4.75 x 3.50 inches
$35.00
1
/2 page: 4.75 x 7.00 inches
$70.00
Full page: 9.50 x 7.00 inches $140.00
Send camera-ready ads and payment
to:
Gene Martine
11248 Martin Lakes Dr.
Jacksonville FL 32220-3706
Phone: (904) 786-8650
gmflying@bellsouth.net

Field adjustable timers/flight
managers for Electric CL, for all
ESCs, for all modes. Also throttle
emulators for ground checks or test
stands. $10 and up.
Will Hubin, 719 Cuyahoga St., Kent,
OH 44240; 330-678-9319;
whubin@kent.edu.
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Team members are Paul Walker, David Fitzgerald,
and Orestes Hernandez with Junior member, Matt
Colan, kneeling. Liz Helms photo.
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2011 F2B Team Trials
Muncie, Indiana

by Allen
Brickhaus
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Orestes Hernandez checks his line clips as he gets ready to
pull test on Sunday morning. Allen Brickhaus photo.

YOUR 2012 United States AMA Senior representatives to attend the F2B World Champs in
Primorsko, Bulgaria, are Dave Fitzgerald, Paul Walker, and Orestes Hernandez. Matthew Colan
is our F2B Junior member. They will attend the competition next summer, September 5th
through September 8th. Our first alternate is Bill Rich and our second alternate is Brett Buck.

Matt Colan (R) brought his grandfather’s,Don Herdman (L), P-40. Matt was having some stress crack issues
with his other model. Helms photo.
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Randy Smith was the Contest Director for this AMAsponsored event, which was held at the “L” pad on the
AMA site during the weekend following Labor Day.
Derek Barry stepped in as the Event Director, and
acclaim should be given to both for their work in
making this a smooth-running event to determine the
Senior Team and the Junior representative to attend the
2012 Control Line World Champs in Primorsko,
Bulgaria next summer.
Eighteen pilots signed up to attend the F2B Team
Trials and they are listed alphabetically: Allen
Brickhaus, Brett Buck, Matthew Colan, Josias Delgado,
Dave Fitzgerald, Orestes Hernandez, Frank McMillan,
Jose Modesto, Matthew Neumann, Wynn Paul, Stan
Powell, Bill Rich, Howard Rush, Kenny Stevens, Eric
Taylor, Dave Trible, Paul Walker, and Bob Whitely.
Even to the last day, the field was subject to attrition
as several passed, and Stan Powell agreed to judge when
Derek was in a bind for a replacement for one judge
who became ill and could not attend at the last minute.
Judges included Joe Reinhard, Walter Menges III,
Bob Gieseke, Steve Smith, Dale Barry, and Stan Powell.
Jeff Traxler served to work at the pull test pit, and Allen
Goff worked hard as score sheet runner. Tabulations

Bob Whitely traveled with Warren
Tiahrt to attend this year’s Team
Trials. Bob flew his new Turbo
Raven. Note Bob’s matching Tshirt. Brickhaus photo.

Paul Walker begins his flight with a hand signal to the judges. Don McClave holds Paul’s tricycle
landing gear, electric-powered Impact XS. Brickhaus photo.

were finalized with the work of Priscilla
Rush and Derek Barry. Other workers were
Don Herdman and Gavin Barry.
Weather was a consideration for the
attendees at this year’s competition. Rain
throughout the week kept some off the
practice field. The weather on Saturday was
forecast as threatening but nothing came to
fruition on that day. Rain was forecast for
Sunday and we had precipitation on early
Sunday morning, but it cleared off to afford
everyone a dry flight.
Some lines had to be held above the
tarmac during starting procedures, but all
went well. Brett Buck worked the water
scrapper to help clear the shallow puddles of
water on the most southeast circle on the “L”
pad at the AMA National site.
I began a 12-week substitute teaching
position to fill in for a music instructor, so
my practice time prior to getting to the site
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Eric Taylor holds for Kenny
Stevens on Sunday morning
of the Team Trials. Brickhaus
photo.

was nil and it showed in
the final results. The top
10 deservedly were the
correct choices for the
finals on Sunday. Jose
Modesto is a first-time
member of that elite group
of fliers. Jose, Josias
Delgado, and Orestes
Hernandez were all flying
Yatsenko Sharks, and they
(the models and the pilots)
were very consistent in
their presentation.
The top six did some
swapping of positions, but
in the final analysis the
top three stayed the same
from Saturday to Sunday,
with Bill Rich, Brett
Buck, and Matthew
Neumann doing a do-sedo with scores.
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Matt Neumann puts up a flight on Saturday afternoon.
Helms photo.

Judges included (L-R) Joe Reinhard, Dale Barry, Stan Powell, Walter Menges, Steve Smith, and far right Bob
Gieseke. The man to Bob’s left is his son/ helper/recorder, Max Gieseke. Helms photo.

Judge Bob Gieske and his son, Max, head to their assigned circle. Helms photo.

All attending were fascinated with Bill
Rich’s last flight of the day which was the last
flight of the event. From all standards Bill put
in a very smooth and only a minor-flawed
flight to put him in the first alternate slot. I
know that Bill was happy with the flight no
matter the final outcome. (Bill was sixth during
the last Team Trials and was bumped to third to
become a team member when other pilots
could not go to the 2010 World Champs.)
Dave Fitzgerald flew his Thunder
Gazer with a PA .75 for power, while Paul
Walker chose to take the non IC path with
electric power. Paul’s ship exemplifies the
Dave Gierke “All American Eagle” look.
Orestes Hernandez brought his Yatsenko
Shark, which he has renamed Legacy. It is
powered by a Discovery Retro .60. As Gene
Schaffer once remarked, “This is one contest
you do not have to win,” so thus, the three
winners of this contest.
Bill Rich was flying a Kaz Minato
Blue Max composite model with a PA .75 up
front. I launched for Bill many times, and he
was very fastidious about how much he was
pulling from his full fuel tank prior to each
flight.
Brett Buck brought his Infinity model
with a Ro-Jett .61 for excellent towing
capabilities. Matthew Neumann had his usual
Stuka with a PA .75 in the nose. Kenny Stevens
changed his PA equipment to electric and has
been using that system for about two years.
Kenny is getting a handle on this system.
Josias Delgado followed along with
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Brett Buck stepped up to squeegee the circle Sunday during a break
in the competition. The morning rains stopped in time for the start of
the competition, but left puddles. Helms photo.

Dave Trible was a busy boy. He
was in charge of the pull testing
and here he is launching for Bill
Rich. Brickhaus photo.

his other Miami-based friend,
Orestes, and used a Discovery
Retro .60 in his Yatsenko Shark.
Bob Whitely’s new, original design
Turbo Raven featured a 700square-inch wing and was powered
by a Double Star .76, which was
hidden between the simulated turbo
stacks.
Jose Modesto had another
good flying Yatsenko Shark and
Retro .60. Dave Trible’s new
smaller bird had a Ro-Jett .60 and
Dave was happy with the
combination. Eric Taylor’s SV-22
had a Randy Smith .61 behind the
spinner. Eric ran with a pipe but
Allen Brickhaus (YT) had another
PA .61 but muffled, not piped. Stan
Powell’s reassembled Tempest had
some trim problems, and that is the
reason he volunteered to judge
when an opening appeared.
We wish all our team
members the best for a successful
run at the 2012 FEB FAI World
Championships in Bulgaria next
year. It was an honor for me to fly
with these talented pilots. SN
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Warren Tiahrt brought along his new Gene Schaffer Stunt Machine to
get some trimming help. He poses here with Allen Brickhaus who is
holding his Louis van den Hout Olympus. Brickhaus photo.

Above: Matt Colan shows
concentration and
determination as he
signals for launch. Helms
photo.

Left: Matt Colan watches
as Dave Fitzgerald gets
ready to put in a flight.
Helms photo.
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Josias Delgado (L) and Jose
Modesto work on a plan of
action for the weekend.
Brickhaus photo.

Matt Neumann runs a prime through his Stuka before a flight as Dave Tribble
holds. Helms photo.
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Dave Fitzgerald approaches his Thunder Gazer in preparation for an official
flight on Sunday of the Team Trials. Brickhaus photo.

The line-up of spectators and competitors included FAI adjudicator Bill Lee
(far right) who loaned Liz Helms his camera for the event. Helms photo.
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Paul Walker puts up a flight early on Sunday morning. Helms photo.

Miami flier, Josias Delgado, concentrates as he
flies on Sunday. Helms photo.
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Bob Whitely’s Turbo Raven has a very aggressive look in flight. Helms photo.

Bill Rich launches for Eric Taylor. Brickhaus photo.

Jose Modesto pulls through a prime prior to an engine warm-up.
Brickhaus photo.
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Left: Volunteer
helper Jeff Traxler
and EventDirector
Derek Barry prepare
for the day’s
activities. Brickhaus
photo.

Below: The final
scoresheet from
Sunday lists the top
ten finishers. Helms
photo.
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Right: Down and over the top. Dave Fitzgerald
lifts his lines over a crouching Jose Modesto
after an official flight. Jose is up next. Helms
photo.
Below: Randy Smith sat out the competition and
took on the job of Contest Director for the F2B
Team Trials. Brickhaus photo.
Bottom: Eric Taylor concentrates on flying during
a practice session. Brickhaus photo.

Stan Powel linitially was scheduled to compete, but filled in as a judge when the need
arose. Here he prepares for an early practice flight as Eric Taylor holds. Brickhaus photo.
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The 
PC 
Flyers
(Car) 
ShowOff! 

On display, Gary
Anderson brought out
his SV-11 and
Legacy, both under
construction.

Left to right: Front row kneeling: Rob
Nelson and Gary Rosa; middle row,
Tom Anderson, Harry Plunkett, Pete
Gavrilis (PC Minister for Men), and
Roger Anderson (straw hat): back
row; Ron Anderson, Gary Anderson,
Richard Walbridge, Chuck Milsap,
Bob Swan, and Brian Massey.
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THE PC FLYERS, which are based in
Fresno CA, had a great opportunity to show
what CLPA is all about! The club’s sponsor,
People’s Church of Fresno (yes, that’s what
the “PC” in our name really means!), hosted
its inaugural car show on Saturday, June 11,
2011. The Men’s Minister had asked us to fly
demo flights in the field just adjacent to the
car show, and we couldn’t wait!
We set up our flying sites the night
before—two circles just 70 feet away from
where the car show would be. Man, we
couldn’t wait till morning! We arrived early,
7:00 AM, just as the cars were arriving and
being staged. What! Our field! It seems that
after we painstakingly marked our circles and

Richard Walbridge’s Cardinal.

Chuck Milsap and
Richard Walbridge
getting ready.

Rexes (E-Rex?). The T-Rex is another great looking plane in the
air, and being electric, they amazed many with how quiet they
are. Bob Swan showed up with his “Peep” (his own design
named after a cat) running a Magnum .36 on a Les Neering pipe
(guess you can say he flies a Peep on a Pipe) and put on a good
show himself. We were all happy to see it fly so well after the
repairs he made required by an unscheduled touch-and-go a few
weeks ago. Our audience also got the chance to see a Beginner
pattern flown when Roger Anderson flew his E-Rex. Sadly, our
club President, Harry Plunkett, couldn’t fly his K&B-powered
Paramount (another RC conversion) due to recent shoulder
surgery.
A good “show stopper” was Gary Rosa when he flew his ½A
“Lil Satan.” It is powered by a Golden Bee that has been
modified with a TD piston, sleeve, and head. No one could
believe how fast that little thing could go!
And guess what! The gear heads from the car show started
wandering over! They stood, they watched, and some went back
and got their chairs; they were enjoying the show!
For the next four and a half hours we flew many flights,
passed out many club flyers, and answered many questions, like,
“What is he (the pilot) holding?”; “Why is the plane only going

left, the soccer players arrived for practice and moved
everything! Oh well, it is a shared field, and soon we had
everything back in place. We weren’t sure what to expect in terms
of a crowd coming over to watch, but we had hopes that some
would.
By 9:00 AM it was evident that it was going to be a great day
to fly … even if no one from the car show came over. Temps
were heading into the mid 80s, a light (4 to 7 mph) breeze (thanks
for the wind speed indicator recommendation, Brett), and just
enough light cloud cover to block out most of that giant glary orb
that causes me so many problems in the overheads. We had
scheduled the demo flights to start at 10:00 AM, but at 9:00 AM
we started firing up the engines; it was just too nice of a morning
to waste another hour! Gary Anderson was the first to launch.
Gary was flying his own design airplane he calls “My Mess”
(after Larry Cunningham’s Mo Best), with an
O.S. .40FSR on a pipe. Gary, an Intermediate
flier, put on a nice show as he put “My Mess”
through the pattern.
We all took our turns in the spotlight; we flew
piped jobs, electrics, and the regular old muffled
fuelies. I had my LA .46-powered TT (Trophy
Trainer) that I completed just a few weeks ago for
the Northwest Regional. Since the regional, I’ve
gotten it trimmed a lot closer, and it’s flying
much better!
Richard Walbridge was flying his ’92 Windy
Cardinal with a PA .65 on a Randy pipe, the same
one he flew to a win in Advanced at the NW
Regional. Norm Gayer was flying his beautiful
Giles (converted from RC) with a lite rearexhaust Stalker .66. The Giles looks absolutely
fantastic in the air but was finished too late for
the regional. The Stalker sounds great with that
deep throaty sound, but it still has some breaking
in to do.
Ron Anderson and Rob Nelson both flew E TGary Anderson flying.
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A few of the vehicles on display at the car show.

in a circle?”;
“Where’s the
controller?”
(The guy that
asked this was
standing there
wiggling his
thumbs). And,
of course, we
heard, “I
didn’t think
anyone still
did this.”
It was fun
explaining the
how’s and
why’s of CL
flying, and
seeing so many of them amazed at
what CLPA really is. You could hear
some of them actually gasp when
Richard Walbridge was flying. They
had no idea how close to the ground
you can get going straight down and
still safely pulling out into level flight
(sadly, not me).
One of the high points was when
one guy came over with a young boy
in tow. Seems he’s active in Big
Brothers/Big Sisters, and that was his
“little brother” with him. The boy
was really interested and all smiles. I
promised them that I would dust off a
“trainer” (one of my old
Ringmasters) and bring it to the field
the following weekend. I really hope
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Richard Walbridge needling his Cardinal prior to launch. Inset: Richard in flight.

Inside the cockpit of Gary Rosa’s Nobler.

Brian Massey’s Trophy Trainer awaits.

Brian Massey’s TT sitting on his TA (hmmmm, not
sure I should say that).

Above: Norm Gayer with his everpresent “wind sock” in his mouth.
Right: Gary Anderson with My Mess.
Below: Some of the spectators.

they show up. I’d love to give the boy his first
flight and show him what model airplanes are all
about.
Oh yeah, there was a car show, too! The show
drew over 200 cars, which provided us with a
great audience. That is a really good turnout for a
first effort; those behind the show did a great job.
My wife Janet and I each entered a car. I entered
our 1994 25th Anniversary Trans Am, and Janet
entered the 1967 Firebird she bought in 1969, the
first car she every owned! This garnered each of
us a free Tri-Tip sandwich. What a great day!
The PC Flyers are already looking forward to next
year and the chance to do it again. A couple of things
we’ll do differently: first, we’ll have a couple of trainers
on hand and be ready for one of those “smiling faces,”
and second, we would like to invite other fliers to join
us. When the time comes, we’ll get it posted on Stunt
Hangar and see what happens.
The PC Flyers would encourage any club that has this
type of opportunity given them to go for it! It was a
great experience for all of us, and a good PR shot in the
arm for CLPA!
Tight lines, all! SN
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Two blades are
better than
one!
By Don Ogren

Figure 1
Here the two blades are joined on one set of
end pins, with a strip of masking tape between
them. (Wood spacer shown only to separate
the blades for clarity.)

A FEW YEARS BACK, as I was getting back into Control Line
Stunt, my son gave me a “green box” Nobler and a Top Flite
Flight Streak for birthday presents. I had always wanted to build
a Nobler, and my son knew that. He had found these kits at a yard
sale! (He never told me what they cost him.)
But to really build the Nobler from this kit, well, that I
couldn’t do, as these two boxed kits are collectors’ items, which I
have kept ever since. So I planned to copy the parts and scratchbuild my Nobler.
As all you Nobler lovers know, the tail structure is unique, in
that George Aldrich designed it with slots in the leading edges,
spars, and trailing edges of both the horizontal stab and vertical
fin. The ribs were to be from 1/16-inch sheet balsa.
Cutting each slot for the ribs with an X-Acto knife and a #11
blade proved time consuming and not very consistent. The scroll
saw seemed to be right tool for the job, but using it for this
operation proved to be a hit-or-miss proposition, as the blades are
less than 1/32-inch thick. Each slot required at least two cuts,
which proved to be very inconsistent in sawing good slots. Then I
saw the light!
My scroll saw uses the 5-inch long, pin-end blades, so I
experimented with a couple of blades and found that the end-pins
were pressed in, and could be removed very easily, just by
tapping them out. So I removed the pins from a blade and aligned
the holes on the pins of another blade, with the teeth facing in the
same direction. A slight tap with a small hammer was all that was
needed to join the blades together. I then lightly tapped the pins
through the blades so that the pins were centered within the two
blades. (See Figure 1.)
The blade holder in my scroll saw, a Craftsman, easily
accepted the two side-by-side blades. (It probably will also accept
three.) Getting the proper width of cut was solved via trial and
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Figure 2
The two blades measure 0.055 inches thick,
which should be a nice fit for 1/16–inch balsa
ribs.

error, by spreading the blades a bit, and running a strip of
masking tape between the blades, then trimming the excess off
with a pair of scissors. To get a snug fit for the 1/16-inch rib stock,
two strips of tape were required, and the blade measured 0.055
thick. (See Figure 2.)
Sample cuts on ¼-inch scrap resulted in a snug fit of the rib
stock. The next step was easy, as I clamped a “fence” to the scroll
saw table just behind the blades, for a 1/8-inch slot depth, marked
all the pieces for the rib spacing, and started cutting. (See Figure
3.)
The LE pieces required slots to cut at an angle, so the fence on

Figure 3
Rib locations were marked off
¾ inch apart, then the slot
depth was controlled by the
“fence” behind the blades.

Figure 4
Angled slots can be
consistently controlled by the
fence set at the proper angle,
according to plan.

Figure 6
The 1/16-inch spacers at the ends of the saw
blades. The “bowing” that you see will stretch out
when tightened in the saw.

between the blades, I should be able to cut a slot that would
accept 1/8-inch thick rib stock, if I ever needed that size of slot.
And, for 3/32-inch ribs, which are normal for several designs, a
strip of 1/32-inch sheet should do the trick.
These balsa shims, resulted in two wider saw cuts, and if the
shim was the full length of the blades, the stock would push the
shim out from between the blades. So I ended up with shims as
shown in Figure 6. The extra unwanted balsa remaining between
the saw cuts is easily removed with a #11 knife blade. (See
Figure 7.) When the blades were tightened in the scroll saw, the
bow caused by the thicker spacers stretched straight.

Figure 7
the saw’s table was clamped at the angle as required per the plan.
(See Figure 4.) The entire slotting operation was quickly
accomplished, and the fit of the ribs couldn’t have been better.
The blades I used were “fine” tooth, having 15 teeth per inch
and were 1/8-inch wide front to back. This seemed wide enough to
hold masking tape. I found that even with the tape trimmed flush
with the teeth of the blades, that the cutting operation was not
impaired. Finer toothed blades are available, but are too narrow
and the masking tape didn’t want to stick in place.
Figure 5 shows the simulated piece of tail structure, waiting
for a drop of fast drying glue. All of these pictures have been
taken “post Nobler,” because I never even thought of taking
pictures while I was building the craft.
Since the Nobler days, I’ve played with the two-blade concept
some more. I thought that if I added a stick of 1/16-inch balsa

Shown are the saw cuts that result with a
significant spacer between the blades. This cut
was for 3/32-inch thick balsa sheet and had 1/32inch balsa strips as spacers.

Figure 8 shows both examples of 3/32-inch and 1/8-inch slots
and balsa stock. Hopefully, these ideas may help in some of your
future building tasks, even if it’s not a Nobler. It worked for me!

Figure 8

The slots are 1/8-inch deep,
and a snug fit has been
accomplished. A good glue
joint can be expected.

Figure 5
Ribs stock has been cut to
length and joined by the
leading and trailing edges,
which was the typical Nobler
tail structure. A few other
designs will also use this
construction method.

Cheers and happy building! SN

—Don Ogren
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Engine Crutch and
Fuel Tank
Compartment How-To
By Wesley Dick
THIS IS one more way to build the front of your airplane. It is
no secret that a good, solid engine mount, that is perfectly
aligned, is a very important part of the total airplane system.
Even hard maple mounts will compress over time, allowing
the engine mounting screws to come loose. This condition can be
greatly improved by installing an aluminum pad under the engine
and another under the nuts on the opposite side of the motor
mounts.
A further improvement can be achieved by the use of an
aluminum channel that fits closely around the motor mount.
Aluminum channels at ½, 5/8, and ¾ sizes are available at most
home-improvement supply stores such as Home Depot, Menards,
and Lowes. It is very economical and a two- or three-foot section
will last for several models.

Figure 1

Cut two of the channels about two inches long, see Figure 1.
Figure 1 illustrates how to file off the sharp edges and insert a
piece of motor mount stock. Mill or file the two legs of the
channel until they are flush with the wood as shown in figure 2.
Figure 2 shows how to permanently attach the aluminum
channel to the wood mount using a good two-part epoxy glue.
After making two of these, clamp them to the engine and mark,
then drill the mounting holes.
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Figure 2

Figure 3
shows one of the
completed beams.
Note that the
beam is tapered to
a sharp edge at
the rear to save
weight. Figure 3
also shows a
channel prepared
for the second
beam.
Figure 4
shows the two
completed mount
beams attached to
the engine. The
crutch is
completed with
the beams bolted
to the engine. A
hardwood crossmember made
from engine
mount stock is fit
between the
beams close
behind the engine, then epoxyed and dowelled in place. See
Figure 5.
A 1/8 inch balsa with the grain running perpendicular to the
mount beams is used to fill in between the rest of the mount back
to the end of the beams (see Figure 5).
Figure 6 shows the crutch completed to this point.
Two blind nut retainers are made from 1/8 inch plywood. The
blind nut flanges are recessed into the plywood so they are just

Figure 3

Figure 4
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Figure 5

Figure 6

flush with the surface. They are bonded into the ply retainers
using instant glue. The assembled retainers are then epoxyed to
the aluminum channel with the flange of the blind nuts in contact
with the aluminum.
Figure 7 shows one of the completed retainers adjacent to
the crutch assembly and the other as permanently attached to
the channel mount.
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Figure 7

Figure 8 shows a completed
crutch assembly ready to mount in
the airplane’s body.
The vertical web of the channels
provides support for the clamping
action of the engine mounting bolts.
This will allow the use of a lighter
hardwood such as sycamore or
mahogany.
Because these woods are lighter
than the standard hard-maple
mounts, it is possible to reduce the
weight of the engine crutch by as
much as ½ ounce. I have used ½-inch
square dowels of both mahogany and
sycamore as mounts in my two
Velvet Ships with PA 65 motors.
Both have more than 100 flights and
show no signs of mount issues.
If you are not comfortable with
the ½ square you can of course use
5
/8 x ½ or ¾ x ½ and still save a
significant amount of weight, or go
ahead and use the maple and still
have a more durable assembly.
One-half-inch square dowels are
available at stores such as Menards,
Lowes, and Home Depot. SN

Figure 8

Aero Products
“World Class Stunt Stuff”
Custom made SV Laser
cut kits; Precision Aero
Engines; Cf Props; CF
Gears & Wheel pants;
Custom cut foam wings.
Enya Engines; Magnum;
Super Tiger; OS; SAITO;
Evolution engines;
Custom CC mufflers; Old
Time; Classic; Modern
kits.
Send $3.00 for Catalog:
Randy Smith: Aero
Products
980 Winnbrook Drive,
DACULA GA 30019, USA
Ph (678) 407-9376; Fax
(678) 985-5085
Web site:
www.Aeroproduct.net

AEROPIPES
Bill Werwage & Randy Smith

Tuned pipes for all makes from .25 to 1.08
Displacement
980 Winnbrook Dr., Dacula GA 30019
(678) 407-9376; (678) 985-5085 Fax & Order Line;
Used by Champions Worldwide!
www.Aeroproduct.net
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Christmas Math
by Bruce Perry

The Christmas gift math equations for
spousal approval of model expenses

YUP, the grand daddy of goodies is just
around the corner and it’s time for some
stock taking… literally and otherwise.
First, how much stuff do you have? Be
honest with yourself here. Check kit
quantities, balsa stock, propellers, engines,
spinners, wheels, tanks, etc.
Now it’s time for some complex
mathematics. Add up the following:
umber of kits: 1 point for every new kit
and 5 for every vintage NIB kit.
Balsa stock: 1 point for every inch of
stock that’s over 5 pound density and 3
points for every inch of stock under 5
pound density.
Props: .5 point for every wood prop; 1
point for every new “plastic” prop; 2
points for two-blade carbon props; 3
points for three-blade carbon props. There
is a bonus of 10 points if you have more
than 10 carbon props.
Engines: 2 points for old Foxes, Veco’s, Merco’s that are
“runners”; 5 points for every one of these that are NIB (New in
Box); 10 points for any new-style engine; bonus of 5
points for every one if you have two or
more of the same engine.
Spinners: .1 point for
every plastic

spinner you own (chances are we all get at least
2 points on this); .1 point for every aluminum
spinner; 2 points for paint matched to a specific
model spinners.
Wheels: .5 points for every pair of new
wheels; 3 points for every “vintage” pair.
Tanks: 1 point for clunks; 1 point for tin
tanks; 5 points for carbon tanks; 5 points
for successful homemade tanks that weigh
less than their commercial counterparts.
Etc: 1 to 10 points if you think you could
lift the rest and hold it off the ground for
up to 10 minutes.
Okay, so we have a number of, say,
243.6. Now divide that number by the
number of years in the hobby. So you
get 20.3 for 12 years. That’s not bad.
Now add on 1 point for every
Nationals you’ve attended in your
life. So, say, add 4 to this number
for 24.3.
Okay, so now we’ve got our
average accumulation number of
24.3/year. You have a serious
obligation to ensure the pace
continues! Now, there are some stunt guys out
there with some pretty high numbers and there are some
with lower. Make sure you are in the 20 to 30 range at least.
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You need to ensure Christmas covers at least half of the HAN
(Hobby Accumulation Number).
So we have the HAN, do we have HDIDI? (Honey Do I
Deserve It!) This can be a question or a statement. Your
performance will determine the best grammar.
More math: The form is on the following page.
So, does you HDIDI index surprise you? Mine did? I expected
much lower, too. So if you’re like most of us, the HDIDI is a
negative number. There are two things we can do. One, we can
change and shoot for the positive numbers, or we can multiply by
-1. Good that we’re smart, hey?

Okay, take your new HDIDI index and divide your HAN into
it. Likely you’re number will be 2 to 5. This is the number of
presents you deserve using your HAN expense points.
Now, sometimes spouses are suspicious of our “needs.” With
the above mathematical explanation you have a very clear case
for at least a kit and an engine. There are points to spend here and
we have a HAN to maintain after all. You can tell her you’re
willing to do half the job by leaving some suggestions for the
HAN points.
Merry Christmas to all, and may your HAN be high, and your
HDIDI be believable. SN

YES

NO

1) Did you mow the field
more than the house grass?

-5

10

2) Did you paint your model
instead of the fence?

-15

20

3) Did you leave the family
behind for every contest?

-5

5

4) When they came with you,
was the hotel a dump?

-10

20

5) Was the pool dirty?

-30

20

6) Was dinner at the
“Chubby Chuck”?

-20

10

1) Do your clothes smell
of castor?

-5

5

2) Do your clothes make
hers smell of castor?

-50

0

3) Do you leave the CA
on your fingers?

-10

3

4) Do you leave paint
on your fingers?

-5

5

5) Do you track balsa
dust around the house?

-10

5

6) Do you rub her as much as
the new paint on your plane?

100

0

Personal:
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By Tom Morris

Around Tom’s Shop

The author goes electric!

Here are six Ringmasters, that Tom is building for local fliers,
awaiting final lettering.

And now that I have nearly 100 flights on my
electric-powered Cavalier profile, I
have suddenly become a
bona fide

The author with his electric-powered Cav-E-lier.

HAVIG EDITED a few issues of Stunt ews myself, I
understand Bob Hunt’s frustration with trying to get PAMPA
members to write articles for Stunt ews. So, to help keep our
beloved editor’s spirits high I will start writing a regular column.
This column will focus primarily on building. We will cover
tools, jigs, and building techniques. There will be a few columns
on control system geometry, options, construction, and
installation. And, occasionally, I’ll will give updates on my
newest adventures in electric-powered stunt ships.
What qualifies me to write a column on building? Well, I’ve
been building airplanes since 1948 and in the last 20 years I’ve
built well over 400 control line stunt ships for me and my
customers. I’ve tried every building method that’s ever been
published. I’ve tried every building material, paint, jig, and tool
that I know about. I’ve made every mistake you can possibly
make at least twice. So, I’ve had a ton of experience and I
hope you can benefit from it.
I also have a little experience in control systems, having
produced well over a thousand control systems, 5000 control
handles, 5,000 bellcranks, 10,000 control horns, and wrapped
over 1.25 million feet of control lines. Yes, I said million!
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The author’s Profile Cav-E-lier is his first attempt at an electric-powered airplane.

expert in electric-powered flight here
in the deep South, even though I know
almost nothing about electronics!
More on that later.
There is always a lot going on in
Tom’s shop. Right now I am painting
six Ringmasters I built for several
local folks to fly. I’ve lived here 30
years. No one ever called me wanting
to fly control line. In 30 days I had
four guys call up and say they wanted
to fly some control line stunt. Each
one had a similar story about flying
Ringmasters back in the ’60s, so I
went to work.
My first attempt at electric power
is a Cavalier profile. I’ve been flying
Fox .35 and AeroTiger .36-powered
Cavalier profiles for the past 15 years
or so. The reason I prefer that ship is
that you can fly it in Profile and
Classic on Saturday and then use it to
fly in the PAMPA skill classes on
Sunday; one ship, three events. It is
small enough to fit in the back seat,
light enough to not pull your shoulder
out of joint, flies great, and looks
good. Although I am just a

Here is the very clean installation of the AXI 2826/10 in Tom’s Cav-E-lier. The motor is front mounted and
features a rear bearing support mount.

Here are two aluminum mounts like the ones Crist Rigotti uses. The one at the left is the front motor mount.
The one at the right is the rear support bearing mouunt.
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All components and wiring are housed in
the fuselage on the inboard side and are
covered by the cheek cowl.

participant, not a competitor, in the hands of its designer, John
Simpson, it will hang in there competitively with the big ships.
To get started I simply asked Bob Hunt, Crist Rigotti, Will
Moore, Mike Palko, and Walt Brownell what they recommended
to power a 42 ounce Cavalier. They were all very helpful. I
simply purchased what they recommended and mounted it as
they were mounting theirs. Then Rudy Taube published his fine
article on how to program a Castle Creations Phoenix 50 Lite
Electronic Speed Control (ESC), and Will Hubin came out with
his wonderful, easy to program, FM-9 programmer. And that was
all the electronic knowledge I needed to put my Cavalier in the
air. It was about as simple as it could get.
Bob Hunt sent me photos of how he was mounting his AXI
2826/10 motor with an extra bearing in the rear. Crist Rigotti sent
me a photo of his profile Resolve that used the same system, but
supported the motor and bearing in aluminum mounts.
Figuring out the mounts and cutting them out was a little
tedious. One goal of my second-generation system is to eliminate
the aluminum mounts.
All the photos in the magazines of electric-powered profile
stunt ships had batteries, ESC’s, wires and connectors hanging
out in the air, pretty ugly. I wanted to figure out a way to hide all
that mess.

I take the plane to the circle, remove the cheek cowl, insert
and connect the battery, put the cheek cowl back in place, touch
the button, close the cowl, and walk out to the handle. The timer
is set for 23 seconds delay, which is plenty of time to get the
safety thong on. The motor ramps up to 10,864 rpm in about five
seconds and we launch.
Flight time is set for 5 minutes and 20 seconds. After the
pattern is complete, the plane flies about six laps, gives me a
slight decrease in power for a second as a warning, and cuts off.
Couldn’t be any simpler.
At three contests in Lexington, Paducah, and Memphis, I let
everyone who wanted to, fly it. All said the same thing: “It’s
different, but I could really get used to it,” followed shortly by,
“Build me one!”
I am using the Hyperion 4-cell 2500 mAh battery, and I
typically use about 1600 mAh when flying in a 10 mph wind and
about 1700 mAh when there is no wind. I recharge in about one
hour with the Electrifly Triton2EQ from Tower Hobbies. These
batteries currently cost $47. They will recharge 300 times with no
degradation and another 300 times before they are used up
according to the manufacturer. To fly 600 flight with a glow
engine at today’s fuel prices would cost around $450.
So, price is no longer the barrier it was three years ago.
Electric stuff is getting less and less expensive; glow stuff, more
and more expensive. In fact, Ron Heckler tells me he is flying
complete set-ups (motor, battery, and ESC) from Hobby King for
about $50. About the only disadvantage I can think of is if you
crash hard, you probably will destroy a Lipo battery.
So what has it done for me? For the past 15 years I’ve gone
to about six contests per year, put in my six flights, go home,
clean up the oily mess, and put the plane on the rack. No practice
flights. Now I get up each morning about 6:15, go to our church
parking lot—which is surrounded by houses—and put in five
flights. No one knows I’m there. I’m back at home by 7:15 for
breakfast. I’ve flown 100 flights in four weeks, more than the last
ten years combined. I actually flew two square eights at Memphis
that even a Nats-trained judge would recognize as a square eight!
When I say 10,864 rpm, that’s exactly what you get. No
change in speed anywhere. Every flight counts; not one wasted
flight. Temperature seems to have no effect. I’ve flown at 50
degrees and near 100 degrees with no discernable difference.
Every flight is exactly the same. I could really get use to this!

The cheek cowl is held on by two magnets and four locating pins.

I came up with the idea of a battery box and a cheek cowl. It
really works well. On the outboard side sticking out about 3/8 inch
is a battery box. On the inboard side is a cheek cowl with all the
components tucked neatly away. The cowling is held on by a few
3
/32-inch steel pins and two magnets.

The reverse pitch spinner from Maxx Products has a rear hollow
space to clear the mounting bolts.
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The ext Generation
Bob Hunt suggested that I should use pusher props for better
line tension. Very true; it worked perfectly, but I couldn’t find a
reverse pitch spinner. Finally did from Maxx Products.
The back plate is hollow which allows the motor to be
mounted to the 3/16-inch ply nose ring with regular hex head
bolts. It has a stout 5mm collet which mounts to all the motors I
own. The shaft is a very strong 8mm. It is also very light. To get a
perfect spinner to nose ring fit, you simply shorten the motor
shaft a little or slide the collet forward. Very easy to get it perfect.
All the motors I own have a 25mm four-bolt mounting radius.
Excess 3/16-inch ply is cut away for cooling. I’ve had no problems
with heat.
I was also looking for a “Universal” mounting system that
will work for both profile and full-bodied stunters. So, I build a
conventional crutch and simply cut away clearance for the motor
up front and cut away about half of the crutch behind the motor.
That leaves plenty of strength and length for accurate alignment.
Parts of the crutch that are not needed are simply cut away. It is
very light.
Two size crutches are built: one for a 2-inch nose ring and
another for a 1¾-inch nose ring. The front of the crutch is
squared perfectly and the nose ring is glued and screwed to the

A strong 8mm collet makes it easy to get a perfect spinner fit.

A universal
25mm
radius
mount will
fit all
motors.

Tom’s universal crutch is light, but strong..
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crutch with #2 flat head screws; it’s very strong.
For additional strength I add a half inch balsa
fairing to the nose ring on the outboard side.
I turn the crutch vertically for a profile and
horizontally for a full-bodied stunter. I’ve
used this “Universal” crutch system in one
full-bodied and five profile ships so far. It
looks as though it will work very well.
We’ll follow up in the next issue.
In the meantime, if you have
special building tools, jigs, or
techniques you would like to share,
send me photos and instructions
and we’ll work it into this
column. SN
—Tom Morris
327 Pueblo Pass
Anniston, AL 36206
256-820-1983
Ctmorris@cableone.net

Here the universal mount is glued and screwed to
crutch.

The motor is mounted with sockethead bolts.
The universal crutch can
be oriented vertically for
profile models, or
positioned horizontally
for use in full-bodied
ships.

The motor can be changed in about three minutes.
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You have what in it?
By P.J. Rowland

P.J.’s Gieseke Nobler flies inverted laps in Classic at the
2011 US Nats.

1968 Gieseke obler/Stalker .61
I have always had a real passion for
flying Classic/Nostalgic Stunt, despite not
being born until almost the 1980s.
Obviously, I missed the 1950s and ’60s
boom times of Stunt, where Noblers,
Thunderbirds, and Sharks were the
dominant designs. Many people have
asked me, “Why do you even fly the event
if there is no nostalgic appeal?”
For me it’s a very simple answer : there
is Nostalgia personally associated with
flying Noblers.
When I started getting better at flying
Stunt during the mid-1980s, many of the
kits my father built were either Top Flight
Noblers, Green Box Noblers, or Top Flight
Gieseke Noblers, so this is what I cut my
teeth on during those early years. I can
still vividly remember that in 1985 Dad
built a Top Flight Gieseke Nobler that had
(for the time) what I considered to be a
fairly nice finish, and it was built complete
with hand-carved wheel pants to the plans.
It flew really well.
Powered by an O.S. .35FP, this model
proved to be a real turning point for my
early Stunt career with several wins in
Junior Class over the next three years. The
model soon crashed whilst at a State
Championships in 1987 with me at the
handle. I cannot be completely sure what
happened; however, it was certainly pilot
error.
Dad was upset because it was a tissuecovered, built-up model, and it was
reduced to confetti in the turbulent winds.
It was also equally frustrating that the
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1987
Nationals
were only
a few
months
away, and
we didn’t
have
enough
time to
build
anything
new.
The
1987
Nationals
was to be
my first
Nats
experience.
Here P.J. poses with his original Stalker .61-powered Aldrich Nobler at the 2005
A local flier, Australian Nats, where he took first place in ClassicStunt.
Col Collier,
who was a
close friend,
and black with an O.S. .35 for power. We
donated a mid ’50s-designed, black-andhad also built my first full-size Stunt
red-trimmed Aldrich Nobler for me to
compete with in Junior and Senior at those model, a Star Dust, which was powered by
an ST .46 that was clearly superior to the
Nationals. I can remember only faint
Max .35.
details of that contest, but I placed last in
However, in the heat of my first real
everything and crashed the model during
taste at victory, nerves got the better of
the third round. I simply wasn’t confident
me; I was too scared of crashing it at the
enough to fly his donated model, but the
contest, so we decided to fly the Nobler
experience was invaluable.
that I was familiar with. This proved to be
In 1990, the Nationals were held in my
a mistake, as I came in second at those
hometown. I was a few years older and
Junior Nats and was beaten by a
wiser for the past experiences and hoped
to win the Junior title at those Nats. I had a considerable margin.
A friend at the time said, “If you’re
really nice Nobler that was painted yellow

Right: P.J.’s Gieseke Nobler is masked and ready for the red to to be
applied.

Below: Not a lot of room for anything else with theStalker .61 installed in
the nose of the Gieseke Nobler.

worried about crashing balsa, tissue paper,
and paint, then you should take up
something else.”
It really rang home, and from that point
forward I went for full-sized ships with
larger engines—and my days of local
Stunt contests with Noblers or Noblersized aircraft and the fear of crashing went
with it.
There was no Junior division contest at
the next Nats I attended in 1992; however,
I placed fifth in the Open division, so it
was a moral victory of sorts. I did
eventually win the Junior Nationals in
1993 flying a fairly new design for the
times—a Paul Walker Impact with an O.S.
.46. Hence, because of my appreciation for
that design, we went on to build five more
of them over the next few years.
The year 1993 marked the first year the
Australian Nationals included Nostalgia
Stunt in the flying schedule. I decided for
the first time to compete in that with an
old Nobler I had in the shop, and placed
third. It was a successful contest for me,
and I had fallen in love with the newly
created event.
Over the next several years I got older
and gained more experience both in Open

and Classic Stunt. Classic results for
Nationals were all flown with Noblers,
mostly 1951-1954 variants. I placed
second in 1997, second in 1999, and
second in 2001. There was a trend forming
here…
I was not able to really get my first
Nats win in the class. I can remember
going back and forth from O.S. .35
engines to Fox 35s. I built lighter, welltrimmed Noblers but couldn’t seem to get
something to fly as well as I needed to fly
to take the win.
Finally in 2002, with an aging (really
bad looking) Nobler that had more than
1,200 flights on it, I took First Place in
Classic. This was a real achievement for
me after all those years. It was a very close
contest; I only won by one point over
second place, Reg Towell, who was a past
Nats Open winner. Reg was flying a
Thunderbird with an ST .46 engine. It was
a very difficult combination to try to beat.
That experience sent me down a path
for which there was no return: to build a
Classic model that would have more
power than ever before. Others had done
ST.46-powered Classic models and had
seen excellent results. So, initially, this

was going to be my plan of attack.
During the conception phase I threw
around several powerplant ideas: ST .46,
Aero Tiger .36, Moki .51, and Stalker
engines. At the time the ships I’d flown
for the last two years (since 2000) had
Stalker .61 power, but in the fall of 2002 I
upgraded to the Stalker .61 Long Stroke
engine, which developed more power than
the standard version due to its being a
long stroke configuration.
One of the large key factors for me to
consider was weight. The weight of the
engine package was critical; I was trying
to shovel a larger engine into a smaller
airframe without hurting performance or
the design specifications of the original,
and make it all work.
My initial weight data showed the
following, all including mufflers: O.S. .35:
10.1 oz; O.S. .46: 13.5 oz; ST .46: 13 oz;
Moki .51: 14.1 oz; and Stalker .61: 13.07
oz.
This was very interesting data indeed.
What was considered acceptable with my
O.S. .35 setup was only three ounces
lighter compared to the Stalker .61 for
double the usable power output.
I initially put the Stalker .61 on the list
as a joke. I remember saying at the time,
“Think of a muscle car with a super
charged V8 on board,” and we all had a
laugh. However, it soon went from being a
garage joke to a light bulb moment when I
realized that the weight distribution would
not be as difficult to overcome as once
thought.
Two things needed to be kept in mind:
1) The engine was part of the new
lightweight design. Being a .61, the actual
head itself is farther back in the aircraft
compared to the normal O.S. .35. and 2)
Because the .61 is rear exhaust, the
muffler weight is also distributed much
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P.J. Rowland's Gieseke Nobler was entered in Classic at the 2011 US Nationals, but P.J. also used it in the Open event because his AMA model was damaged in
shipping.

farther back into the fuselage; almost to
the wing. The actual total weight of the
O.S. .35 with the heavy cast muffler was
all much farther forward than the Stalker
with its rear exhaust, light weight muffler.
I knew this meant that I would not need to
have nearly as much tail weight as first
thought.
Math never was one my stronger
subjects in school, so instead of working
out some complex formula for weight
distribution vs. tail weight addition to
central CG location, we opted for a much
simpler approach: Build a test crutch.
This crutch consisted of fuselage side,
walls, engine bearers, and the CG location,
so I could put in the O.S. .35 and Stalker
.61 all complete with their standard
mounting points and work out how much
tail weigh would be required. To my
surprise, it was very little. It was in the
vicinity of ½ ounce of tail weight to get
the CG balance the same on my crude test
piece.
Basic laws of leverage :
The force applied (at end points of the
lever) is proportional to the ratio of the
length of the lever arm measured between
the fulcrum (pivoting point) and
application point of the force applied at
each end of the lever.
Mathematically, this is expressed by
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M=Fd, where F is the force, d is the
perpendicular distance between the force
and the fulcrum, and M is the turning
force known as the moment or torque.
Fundamentally, the CG location and tail
location vs. engine weight distance was a
simple lever. This was more than enough
to give me that light bulb moment. Well...
what if I did build it, and simply try it? So
for the season of 2004, I completed my
first big-bore Classic ship, a 1951 original
Aldrich Nobler. I decided at the time that I
would make it as light as possible, so we
added carbon landing gear, molded top
and bottom blocks, and a four-inch
bellcrank.
I also decided that if this were to be
“modern” interpretation of the Classic
design, I would make a couple of aesthetic
changes. We added in wheel spats (the ’51
just had leg fairings only). I did not have
an original canopy, so I just put on a dome
sleek-style canopy similar to the Trivial
Pursuit styling.
The only aerodynamic change made to
the plane was to add a two-inch inboard
tip trim tab, which is essentially the same
as adding a wart to the flap—you’re
altering the asymmetry of the model.
Hiding the pipe wasn’t all that difficult,
however. The location of the carbon
wheels meant that I could not make the
undercarts removable, so they were fixed

and were in the same position on the plan.
The total weight of the 1951 Nobler
was 52 ounces ready to fly. There was
only one real problem I didn’t foresee: the
force of the engine thrust, combined with
a heavier engine, and reward wheel pants
meant landing on anything but perfect
grass yielded nose-overs. I solved that
problem later by bending the tail wheel
down as far as it would go.
The model’s first flight was a complete
success; the engine combination
performance and power-to-weight ratio
were out of this world. An Eather 12 x 7
under camber prop was used for thrust,
along with 10% nitro. The reason for the
larger pitch was that I decided to really
slow the model down and have the engine
in a deep four-cycle, fly the ship on short
(60-foot) lines, and have it present a slow
Classic look.
The advantage of all that power was
that I could run it in a very deep four-cycle
with a higher pitch prop, at 6800 RPM,
and still have more than enough power to
growl around the sky and present a slow
crisp pattern.
The final trim combination was zero
tail weight. (Initial flights had as much as
one ounce, but subsequent flights reduced
that to zero).
The 2004 Nationals was the model’s
first Nats appearance, and it was nothing

short of eye-opening for me; it took first
place in a most dominating fashion. I was
well clear of second place—to the point
where the contest write-up contained
words to the effect that it would have been
more suited to Open than Classic.
I went on also win the 2005 Nationals
with the same plane by a similar margin.
Only 46 points separated second and
fourth places; I was 88 points clear of
second place!
I was pleased with the package,
although many others were not. After the
second victory we encountered a lot of
negativity toward the combination, with
rumors that the model was highly
modified, sections were altered, and tail
moments were changed. (Remember the
aesthetic changes I made to the canopy
and landing gear?) I was even asked to
present plans for “authentication
purposes,” and the model was looked over
with a ruler to ascertain that it was built as
per plans. It was, except for making the
front crutch 1/8-inch wider to
accommodate the bigger engine.
There was a lot of negativity around
my use of my engine/plane combination. I
heard many people mention, “It’s not in
the spirit of the event,” or, “He is
stretching the rules.” The last thing I
wanted to do was to cause a rift among my
fellow fliers.
For the next Nationals in 2006, I
changed the canopy to the original’s shape
and took off the spats, but the damage was
already done. Although no one directly
came out and said to me, “You’re
cheating,” that was the overall feeling I
had every time I took an official flight.
Snide comments and a cold feeling of
negativity surrounded that contest for me.
I felt that I flew at that contest as well as,
if not better, than I had the previous two
years; however, the score board will show
that I placed fifth in Classic—quite a
different result, indeed. I don’t take
anything away from those who placed
higher than me. For the record, it was one
of the judges who said to me, “It’s not in
the spirit of the event, is it?”
Any point that was to be proven to me
about upsetting the proverbial applecart
was well received and understood. That
specific combination was to be retired
after that contest, and I decided that all the
arguments and frustrations were not worth
it. I took three years off to play golf…
Although I was pleased with the
results, I always felt that trimming the ’51
.61, as it became known to me, was
difficult. The strain on the airframe, the
vibration, and 1,500 flights took its toll,
and the aircraft developed stress fractures
everywhere.

One of the biggest issues for trim with
that model was that it torque-rolled a lot.
With the big .61 up front, the model
wanted to bang the tips down in corners.
Eventually, I solved that problem with the
new model which I will explain that later.
One of the cures I found was to reduce the
tip weight. The final trim tip weight for
the ’51 .61 was to run .2 ounce of tip
weight.
As good as that combination was, I felt
I had pushed it as far as I could go with a
model that was designed in 1951, and I
wanted a change. What to build next? I
knew that eventually I was going to attend
the US Nats; it was just a matter of time.
Late in 2009 we built a 1962 vintage
Werwage Ares with the same powerplant,
and I had planned to campaign that based
on the success that Billy had with his at
the VSC. We completed it, but to this day
it remains unflown.
Just after it was completed, Doug
Moon dominated the US Nationals with
his new UHP Gieseke Nobler (the 1968
version). I also knew that Bob Gieseke
had flown that design late into his career
and had evolved the design into a real
weapon. At roughly the same time I
decided that I was going to attend the 2011
US Nationals, so the planning started for
the next ship: a 1962 Gieseke Nobler with
a Stalker .61 Long Stroke.
I received the plans and quickly made
some surprising observations. This design
had smaller flaps and a longer tail moment
compared to the ’51 version. Within three
months the model was ready for covering.
There was really only one way to paint
a Gieseke Nobler, and that’s in red. I had
many photos of all of Bob’s different paint
schemes and finally decided that I would
replicate the 2004 Bear color scheme. So
after a few months, in late 2010, the model
was finished. The only problem was that I
had spent too much time on the finish, and
the weight ballooned out to 59 ounces! I
only had one flight on it before it was
scrapped—it was just too heavy for toplevel competition. All the controls were
stripped out of it, the landing gear was
reused, and a new, lighter version was
finished early 2011. This one weighed 52
ounces ready to fly.
The new ship was a huge success. I
loved the way it turned and the way it
cornered; however, the issue with torque
roll was still evident. We made a slight
alteration by making the outboard wing
flap full-span (an increase of 1¼ inches).
This helped, but I never completely solved
the problem until later on.
Modifications to the engine were
minimal. We cut one inch off the muffler
to increase back pressure from the factory

standard. Eighteen percent oil (half
synthetic and half caster) Sig Champion
Fuel with 15% nitro was used, along with
a Thunderbolt Big Bore glow plug. (I also
have used the R/C Long with good effect).
An 11½ x 8-inch Eather undercamber prop
was used. (I also ran 12 x 7¾ with good
effect). You need to remember, the
Stalkers develop torque low down in the
power band, so launch RPM was between
6,800 – 7,200 rpm.
Initially, I flew that ship on 60-foot
long .012 lines, to present a crisp small
pattern. I continued to fly that combination
for the early part of its life. It was destined
for the 2011 US Nats where I hoped to at
least make the top three in Classic.
I had also brought over to the USA my
2011 Raptor, with Stalker .81 for power, to
fly in the Open Stunt event. However,
during the trans-Atlantic flight, and the
humidity of Muncie, that model developed
a severe warp in the inboard wing tip that
was not there prior to leaving.
No matter what I did I could not trim it
out. It warped up a solid ½-inch, and after
four days of trying to get it to work for
Open, I decided to cut my losses and focus
on Classic and try to salvage something
out of what was a disappointing start to
the Nats.
For the US Nats, any model weighing
more than 64 ounces is required to fly on
.018 stranded lines. So once I made the
choice to fly the Gieseke Nobler in Open,
I also decided to present a better-sized
pattern to the judges; I would fly it on the
longer 64-foot lines.
Initially, I was concerned that the lack
of tip weight, and the heavy .018 lines
would be too much for the little model to
handle, but it was the exact opposite; the
change turned it a completely new ship. I
took the first test flight the day before the
Classic event was flown and added one
ounce of tip weight but still had the model
bang tip down in corners. So, for a test, I
decided to go back to my .2-ounce
configuration to see what would happen.
It was another light bulb moment! The
ship performed amazing; all of the torque
roll was gone. The airspeed was slower,
however, so I decided to go up in prop
pitch to 8 inches, and I also dropped down
to 11½ inches of diameter to really get a
nice aggressive corner. The performance
was indeed surprising to me. I said to Dad
on the field, “I think I have a real shot at
doing some damage in Open; it’s about
85% of my Open model, and it’s a Classicdesigned airframe.”
I flew the model in Classic and
performed as well as I had expected,
flying into second place after having
flown the top score in round two. I was
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only four points behind Keith
Trostle, who is an excellent flier
and is very tough to beat with any
combination.
I continued to practice hard for
Open, trying to get used to the new
setup. Once Open came around, I
put in four solid rounds and flew a
top score of 545. I qualified in fifth
spot on my circle. I had qualified
for the Top 20 Finals in Open on a
difficult circle with my 1962
Gieseke Nobler. Eventually, after
the contest was over, the final
result was 16th place, which I was
happy to take flying my Open ship.
I had achieved a personal goal to
make the Top 20, flew quite well,
and also was honored to be named
the Rookie of the Year for the
2011 US Nats.
I thought that would be as good
as it could get. However, we were
blessed with the presence of Bob
Gieseke himself as a judge, and I
got to fly two rounds in front of
him. I must confess I was a little
apprehensive about flying in front
of such a legend, especially with
the engine I was running and the
bad history of the past with people
locally telling me it was not in the
spirit of the event.
The last thing I wanted was to
have was Bob Gieseke telling me
that I had disgraced the event and
soured the design, or something of
that nature. His response was the
exact opposite. I had many oneon-one conversations with Bob
after the contest, and he was
thrilled at the performance and the
out-of-the-box thinking of
shoving a .61 into his design. He
proceeded to tell me proudly that
Stunt legend Bob Gieseke (R) was very impressed with both P.J. and the Stalker .61-powered Gieseke Nobler. So
not since he did it in 1979 had a
much so, in fact, that he wants to build one just like it.
Gieseke Nobler made the Top 20. He
then added, “It won that year, also.”
out to fly my Classic ship in Open, it
I’d like to thank the following people:
Bob loved the concept and the
package and asked me many questions on performed beyond my expectations. The
debate about how competitive a Classic
Doug Moon: UHP for the 1968
the setup of the .61 and what
Gieseke UHP plans.
modifications, if any were made, to make design is compared to an Open model I
think has been answered: they can be
Kaz Minato: for the Stalker .61 Long
it perform. His intention is to build an
very competitive. No matter what, basic
Stroke engine.
exact copy. To quote Bob himself, “I
aerodynamics have changed, and the
Jim Snelson at CLC: for the control
want exactly what you have.”
performance envelope has increased. Yes, system and hardware.
Bob autographed the wing on my ship
you can make the Top 20, but making
My dad: For putting up with me for
and we exchanged contact details. The
Top Five (in my opinion) is not possible
all these years and teaching me to fly.
experience left me with a real sense of
with an older design.
Paul Walker: for taking the time
pride and achievement; I had been paid a
I came full circle from crashing a
during the Top 20 to critique my flying.
life-long compliment from the designer,
Gieseke Nobler in 1987 to making the
Bob Gieseke: for the words of
who was also a five-time US Nats
encouragement, praise, and the design.
Champion and a World Champion. I have Top 20 in Open with my ’68 .61 Gieseke
Nobler. I’d highly recommend building
(A friend of his said to me after the event,
made a friend for life.
“Yep, Bob really liked your plane!”) SN
The 2011 US Nats was the best contest one of these designs. They perform very
—PJ Rowland. AMA 809970
well.
I’ve ever been to. Although I didn’t set
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By Derek Barry
I EDED my last column with a few words about practice and
routine. These two things are as important to competition as
anything else. I could fill this whole article with the word
“practice,” and it wouldn’t be enough. There is no magic formula
or special plane that will replace it. Practice, practice, practice! Get
the point?
I was fortunate enough to start flying when I was a child. I had
unlimited time, no responsibilities, and, at the age I started, not
many other interests. My dad and I spent countless hours flying in
our yard, learning everything we could about
the pattern. We went through dozens of
airplanes and cases of fuel in just a few
years. And, as a direct result, we both
moved up through the skill classes very
quickly. You will find, as we did, there are
many helpful people in this hobby who are
always willing to give advice, loan you
equipment, teach you new tricks, and
sometimes, just be a friend. That is why
this is the greatest hobby/sport in the
world. There are not
many places where a
person will loan you
the equipment needed
to beat them in
competition. Wait a
minute; I am getting
off track: Practice!
All the years I spent
practicing elevated me
to an Expert level flier,
although this would
turn out to be a doubleedged sword. I reached
Top: Pits and parking at the “sod farm” Stunt
Camp.
a point where I could
not practice and still go
Above: The sod farm in all its glory!
out and fly good
patterns. So what did I
Right: Bill Rich getting ready for some serious
do? I didn’t practice.
practice at Stunt Camp!
People were amazed
when I told them how
little I flew at home. It
got to a point where my
plane only came out of the shop for contests and the occasional funfly or demo. I was so confident in my ability that I couldn’t see that
I had hit a plateau. My flying was not getting any better, and if
anything, I had acquired many bad habits. I finally realized that if I
were ever to reach my goals, I would have to do what every other
great pilot does… practice! Even now, I am trying to undo years of
bad muscle memory.
You know, it’s funny the things we notice as stunt fliers. At the
last Marietta, GA contest, Dad, Steve Fitton, and I were at the hotel
on Saturday evening. We were having a good time telling stories
and it got late very quickly. At around 1:00 AM we decided to call it
a night. I remember looking at the treetops as they were being
blasted by the wind. I looked at Steve and my dad and said, “If the
wind is blowing like that at one in the morning we are in big trouble
tomorrow.” I was not far off. By the time we flew the next day
(technically later that day), the wind was blowing a steady 10 mph
with gusts up near 20. This is not un-flyable, but it’s not a lot of fun,

Competition
either. This leads me to another point: If you never fly in wind, you
never will be able to. In high wind contests, sometimes it’s the
person who can complete a pattern that wins. Therefore, some wind
practice is necessary. There is a fine line between unnecessary risks
and making sure your plane is capable of flying in such conditions. I
try not to practice a lot in heavy wind but it is a confidence builder,
both in the plane and you. To be competitive we must be able to fly
in all conditions, because you never know when Mother Nature will
throw you a curve ball.

Stunt Camp
On the weekend of June 4th this year, Randy Smith, Bill Rich,
and Gene Martine came to my flying field (known as the “sod
farm”) for Randy’s annual Stunt Camp. We spent a day and a half
doing some intense practice and trimming. My head still hurts from
all of the deep concentration I exerted over that weekend. However,
I know that it was well worth the effort. My pattern and my plane
became as ready for the Nats as they would ever be.
This was my second Stunt Camp, and I hope to be a part of it
from now on. If you ever find yourself available to go to anything
like this, take advantage of it. We accomplished more in those two
days than six months of practicing alone. Randy has a very good
eye for the pattern and is excellent at fine-tuning an airplane for
stunt. His guidance and critiquing are irreplaceable.
We usually spend the first half of Saturday at Stunt Camp getting
our motor runs and trim dialed in, and then it’s crunch time. Now, at
these Stunt Camps you must leave your feelings at the gate. Randy,
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or whoever your coach is, can only do their job if you are
willing to accept what they are telling you and try your best to
fix the problems. There must be a great deal of trust between
the coach and the student. You must know that anything said is
to help you, not hurt you. If you can accept these terms, Stunt
Camp can be the most beneficial practice of all.
The heat in Georgia in July is intense; this, coupled with
hours of heavy concentration, can really wear you down. As
lunchtime draws near, we start to slow down and take longer
breaks between flights. I strongly believe that you can overpractice. Once your mind and body start to get tired it is time to
stop. Big mistakes can be made if you are not in the condition
to fly, and a month before the Nats is not the time for any dumb
mistakes. For this reason (and the intense heat in Georgia), we
took a couple hours at lunch to cool off and get ready for the
evening session. Now, don’t think that it’s all serious; we do
manage to have a little fun telling jokes and laughing at each
other’s expense.
Dave, using his Stunt routine (see text), this time in front of the judges.
After the evening session, we went to my parent’s house
(Dale and Faye Barry) for a rib and chicken dinner cooked by
my mom. Everyone seemed to enjoy the food and the
company. After dinner, we snuck out to dad’s shop for a few beers
up, and he is on his way to the handle to start his pattern. I asked
and a lot of lies. We told stories of days past, and everyone checked
him why he signals the judges when they are not there; he told me
out the new planes under construction. After that, it was off to bed
that this way he never forgets. Forgetting a hand signal could
for another half day of intense scrutiny by Randy. At lunch on
potentially waste a good flight. He is correct and you can’t argue
Sunday, we stop for the day and everyone heads home. Thanks,
with his success.
Randy, for all your help.
As I am writing this, our departure date for the Nats is nine days
So, now that we have covered the importance of practice, let’s talk away. By the time you read this it will be long over and we will all
about routine. Having a routine is very important in competition
know who the top dog is. I have been mentally preparing myself for
situations. Routines can be as simple as listening to a certain song
the challenge for months; I think of nothing else. This is one of the
on the way to the field, or as complex as a long series of steps taken most important contests of a lifetime for me. All the big hitters are
to prepare ourselves for competition. Some people walk off by
planning to attend and I am determined to beat them. I have been
themselves and meditate about the upcoming flight. I usually sit on
practicing (much more than usual), and I already told you about
my flight box and try to think of anything but the flight. I like to be
Stunt Camp. I spend numerous hours every day going over the
completely relaxed when I compete (even though it rarely happens). pattern in my head and thinking about the L-Pad and each
I know this sounds odd, but if I let myself get too worked up, I
individual circle. I have been there so many times I can picture
usually make a mistake.
everything in my head. The infamous circle one, where, when the
Having a routine will help you to not forget things when the stress is wind is blowing in a certain direction, it makes for some tricky
on. For instance, when I am at a contest and my flight is coming up
wingovers. Circle two (my personal favorite) is right in front of the
soon, I start to get ready. First, I clean and walk out my lines as
pavilion. I‘m not sure why; I just like that circle. Circles three and
always, checking for kinks and frays. Second, when the person who four are the circles you want to be on at the end of the week. On
flies before me is up, I hook up my fuel jug to the plane. I do not
these two circles, the top five compete for Open Championship, and
start fueling, but I am ready just in case the person in front of me
then the top Junior, Senior, and Open fly for the Walker Cup
has a problem and takes an attempt. When the person flying reaches Trophy.
his vertical eights, I start fueling. I cap off the overflow and signal
It is good to go into a contest confident of a win. It does not
someone to assist with a launch when it’s my turn to fly. You will
always turn out as we want, but being positive is the only way you
find that people are very appreciative if you are ready to go when it
will eventually win. This leads me to another statement that I read
is your turn. Third, I make sure I have my battery, a finger protector, or heard somewhere: “To win, you must look like you know what
and my tach. (Wow! You glow guys sure take a lot of stuff to the
you’re doing, even when you don’t have a clue.” I always liked that,
flight line! – Ed.) I am now ready to fly.
and it’s very true. To be the best you should look as though you are
After my flight, I set the plane down and walk the lines out
in control of everything. You and your plane must be in sync and
again. This may seem excessive, but it insures that I am well aware
you can never show any weakness. I hope that I can remember these
of the condition of my lines. Why risk losing a great plane because
things when I’m in Muncie…
you are too lazy to take care of your equipment?
My routine is fairly simple but it works for me. Another person I Just Back from the ats:
observed who has an interesting routine is Dave Fitzgerald. On
Well, I am back from the Nats. I followed all of my own advice
every flight — even in practice — he strictly follows his own
and flew some of the best flights I have ever flown. I also had a
routine. Dave has a unique style that I noticed immediately. When
couple flights that were just ok by my standards but all in all it was
he is getting ready to start his plane, he does his choking routine
a good trip. I ended up in Fourth Place as most of you know, just a
counting every flip of the prop forwards and back. Then he rotates
little shy of where I would have liked to be. As I predicted,
the prop all the way to the left. He then puts the igniter on the gloeveryone was there and it was a tough fight all the way to the end (I
plug and raises both hands in the air, one to signal the judges (even
would not have it any other way). Congrats goes out to David for
if there is none there) and the other to push the button on his watch
starting his stopwatch. A hard whack to the prop and the engine fires what I think is his seventh Nats win. Till next time, keep flyin! SN
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Wanted: Articles and Columnists for the pages
of Stunt News.
Reward: Everlasting satisfaction that you have
contributed to the advancement and enjoyment
of the greatest hobby/sport on earth!
Seriously, we need for all our members to put on their thinking caps and come up
with something for these pages. It could be a “How-To” article about a building or
flying technique that you have developed, a contest coverage report, a personality
piece, or even a full-blown construction article on an original design model. Without
your contributions we simply will not be able to continue filling these pages with
pertinent and interesting material about the art and sport of CL Stunt flying.
We also need some new columnists. The subjects of Finishing, Building, Flying and
Competition need to be addressed on a continuing basis. If you would care to take
on the responsibility of writing one of these columns, or have an idea for another
column subject, please contact Bob Hunt via email at: robinhunt@rcn.com, or by
phone at: 610-746-0106.

We need your help – Now! Please join the ranks of those who share
information and write something for Stunt News.
November/December 2011 49

It’s in the Details

Fuselage nose assembly

A FEW COLUMS BACK I discussed how I made my latest engine
crutch. In this column I will go ahead and tell you how I installed
it. It is not a complicated process but an important one.
If you get something out of alignment here, the whole fuselage
will be out of alignment. Start it out right and it will continue to
be right; start it out wrong and it will get worse from there.
Having said that, I am going to assume that you made the engine
crutch with perfectly parallel sides. You did do that, didn’t you?
Good!

Here are a couple
of pictures of my
jigging methods.
The first picture
shows the outside
of the nose with
weights, clamps,
and the square
along the side
and across the
nose. The second
picture shows the
weight that I add
to the inside of
the fuselage to
weight down the
engine crutch.

The first picture I have shows how I jigged up the front end of the
fuselage. Under the clamp on the left by the nose you can see a
square on the table. Make sure your square is actually square
because not all squares are created equal. We need them to be 90
degrees; not 89 or 91, but 90 degrees.
You can check this by taking two squares and comparing them
one to another. First stand them up on your work bench side-by-
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By Matt eumann

side and see if the upright arms match one another in angle. If
they do, then turn one around and face them towards one another
with the upright arms touching.
If there is no gap along the upright arm, then you have two
squares at a perfect 90 degrees. (And if you are buying one, you
can also do this in the store to make sure that the one you buy is
truly square.)
Something of note: Since this is a plane for an IC engine, the
tank compartment must be sealed against leakage from the engine
and/or the fuel tank. At some point all IC engines and/or fuel
tanks will leak into the tank compartment. It is unavoidable. I
like to seal the tank compartment by spreading a thin layer of
epoxy on the parts first, and then wipe them off with a paper
towel before assembling them.
If I put the epoxy on the parts first, I can easily wipe off all the
excess glue before assembly. If I do it after everything is
assembled, it is much more difficult to get rid of the excess epoxy
which will result in excess weight. So seal the crutch (on the
engine side), the inside of the fuselage sides from the tip of the
nose to the rear of the tank compartment, the tank compartment
bulkhead, and the tank compartment bottom before final assembly.
I also like to line my tank compartment with 1/64-inch
plywood because it does not absorb oil as much as balsa wood. It
also takes less epoxy glue to seal it balancing out some of the
extra weight. So the net result is a plane that will look better and
last longer for a minimum of weight gain.
Before you put anything together, mark the spot on the inside
of the fuselage sides as to how far back you want the front of the
crutch to be. Now put the square flat on the table and hold one
side of the fuselage against one of the legs making sure the front
of the side touches the other leg of the square.
Next, put your crutch against the side making sure the front of
the crutch is positioned at the mark you made earlier. Finally, put
the other fuselage side against the crutch making sure it also
touches the other leg of the square. I like to put some weights
against the sides to keep things from moving along with a weight
on the inside of the fuselage to hold down the engine crutch.
Make sure you can easily get everything aligned before adding
glue. Dry runs are always important, because once you add glue
the clock starts ticking. Doing a dry run gives you a chance to set
clamp widths and have any weights that you may need nearby, so
when you do add glue, it is an easy job of clamping and
weighting.
As a side note, there are some very good commercially
available fuselage jigs that one can purchase that can take the
place of some of the weights and clamps. However, you will still
need to set these up with a dry run to make sure everything is
aligned before gluing.
Plus, you will still need to use a square to make sure that one
of the fuselage sides is not ahead or behind the other. I don’t have
one of these jigs so I am doing it the “old fashioned way.“ One of
these would make a good Christmas gift some time, hint, hint.
(ote from father proofing this article: “I didn’t read this.”)
Now that you know what weights you want where, and have
your clamps or jig set to the size you need, take everything apart
and set it aside in a way that you can easily remember what goes
where and have it in easy reach. Spread the clamps or jig just

enough to get them off so you don’t have to make many
adjustments later. Having done all this, it is now time to add
glue.
I like to use slow setting epoxy glue for this. Do not use
finishing epoxy glue since it is not as strong as the normal
stuff. Just apply enough glue to make sure the gluing surfaces
have a solid wet look. This does not mean having so much glue
that it is dripping wet. Just get it slightly shinny. Now reassemble
everything as you had it during the dry run. When you clamp
everything together, just snug things down.
Do not give it the “super squeeze” treatment. The super
squeeze treatment could squeeze out so much glue that you could
wind up having a lousy glue joint. This is not a good spot to have
a weak glue joint! Once the main crutch is in place, leave it alone
until dry. Preferably overnight.
Since I used carbon/balsa doublers on this plane, while I was
waiting for the main part of the crutch to dry, I made up some
The photo
above shows the
foam pieces I cut
so I can apply
pressure to the
sides to make sure
they have a good
glue joint. The other
two photos in this
group show the
completed
installation of the
back and side
plywood pieces.

The top photo
shows the sides,
bottom, and
back of the fuel
tank
compartment.
The photo to the
left shows the
marks I made on
the engine
crutch before I
installed it to
mark the center
line of the
fuselage, as well
as where I
wanted to put
the back
bulkhead of the
fuel tank
compartment. I
did this before I
glued in the
crutch.

1

/64-inch plywood
side pieces to go
inside the tank
compartment. These
were put in to protect
the soft carbon/balsa
doublers from the
corners of the metal
tanks that I use.
If I did not put
these in, the metal
tank would most
likely gouge and dent
the inside of the
fuselage tank
compartment
whenever I would put it
in or take it out. If you use a traditional balsa side with a plywood
doubler, you can omit this step, although it does make it easier to
mount the tank bottom square and at an equal distance from the
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engine crutch later on. Once these sides were made, I again sealed
them with epoxy glue before installation just as I did with the
engine crutch.
I make these pieces, along with the back fuel tank
compartment bulkhead, on my Dremel table saw. I set the rip
fence at the distance I want and cut all three pieces at once
without moving the rip fence. This guarantees that all three pieces
will be of equal height.
Before installation I made some foam pieces to act as wedges
to make sure these pieces are firmly pressed against the inside of
the fuselage nose. The back bulkhead piece is also installed at this
time to make sure things stay square. You did make that piece
perfectly square, didn’t you? (Now what I mean by square is that
it has four 90-degree corners. It does not necessarily have to be in
the shape of a square. Just make sure it has four 90-degree
corners.)
If your back bulkhead is out of square, your fuselage sides can
become racked. This could make aligning the wing and stabilizer
later on more difficult. Perfectly aligned planes fly better, so get
it right now while you are starting out. I cannot stress this
enough! This alignment process is not hard. You do not need the
latest, fanciest tools and jigs to do it. What I am showing you
here is proof. You just need to take your time, have a little
patience, and do it right.
Once this set-up is dry, I add some half ounce fiberglass cloth

else the engine might have hit). So it was a good thing the leak
occurred giving me an indication of a much larger problem
developing.
Fortunately, this was a new plane at the time, and not much if
any oil had gotten into the tank compartment yet. The simple fix
was to warm up some epoxy glue to thin it, pour it into the joint,
and gently clamp from the outside of the fuselage so as to not
dent the outside and not squeeze out too much glue.
I then managed to reinforce this with a fiberglass strip and
epoxy. I am happy to say that the plane is still flying today with
no hint of a problem with the engine crutch coming loose again.
With that in mind I now add the strip of fiberglass from the very
beginning when it is a whole lot easier to put it in. It is also easy
to soak up the excess glue at this point making the extra
reinforcement very minimal in weight.
OK, it is now time to make your tank bottom. I like to make it
out of 1/16-inch cross grain balsa that is laminated with 1/64-inch
plywood on the inside and again sealed in the manner described
earlier. Do not make this piece with the grain going the length of

Here are the fiberglass strips that I made to put in the corners.
Here is the bottom shown glued and clamped waiting for the glue to dry.

strips about ½-inch wide by however long the tank compartment
is to the corners of the crutch, back bulkhead, and sides. This is a
“belt and suspenders” type of thing.
Time for a back story: In my 2002 plane I had a bit of a surprise
just before its first Nats. I was flying on the 4th of July when I
noticed some vibration in the nose. Hmmm. I could not figure out
why. I was refueling for a flight when I noticed a leak. Raw fuel
was coming out from underneath the nose.
When I looked I noticed a hole in the fuel tank. So I decided I
was done flying for the day, packed up, and went home to fix it.
After taking everything apart to get the tank out, I noticed the
engine had rubbed a hole in the fuel tank. Funny, because I
thought I had enough clearance there.
Then I looked around some more and noticed the glue joint on
one side of the fuselage crutch had just let go from the fuselage
side. The fuselage crutch was moving so much that it caused the
engine to rub against my tank making the hole. Had the engine
not made the hole in the tank, I would not have known about the
glue letting go on one side of the crutch.
Then, had I continued flying, the other side of the crutch could
have easily let go in flight ruining my whole day (and anything
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the fuselage.
With the grain going 90 degrees to the center line of the
fuselage, it is much more resistant to crushing if you or your
helper should squeeze the fuselage too hard. Plus, with the
shorter span of the grain, you are less likely to get dips or
cupping. One of the advantages of lining the compartment with
plywood, as noted earlier, is the added plywood acts as a stop
when putting in the bottom piece.
If you did not add the extra plywood lining as I did, just cut a
block out of foam to the correct height making sure it is perfectly
square and the sides are parallel to each other, and use it as a
gauge when installing the tank bottom. Gently re-clamp and wait
for everything to dry. Once this is dry I also like to add a little bit
of fiberglass strip to the bottom corners. This is to make sure the
bottom does not pop loose later on when you wedge in your tank
putting pressure on the bottom piece you just installed.
Well, there you have it. Hopefully a light, strong, straight, and
fuel-resistant (nothing ever seems to be absolutely fuelproof)
nose section.
Remember it is in the details. SN

Robin’s
Robin’s View
View Productions
Productions
Bob
Bob Hunt’s
Hunt’s Lost-Foam
Lost-Foam
Wing
Wing Building
Building System
System
In 1968 Bob Hunt began
experimenting with foam wing
cutting, eventually becoming one of
the world’s most acknowledged
and accomplished experts at the
art. He liked the inherent and easyto-achieve accuracy that a properly
cut and covered foam wing virtually
assures.
Bob has developed a wing
building system that takes
advantage of the accuracy of the
foam cradle pieces, which are just
as accurate negative airfoil shapes
as the foam cores are positive
airfoil shapes. He has devised a
system in which the foam wing
blanks are marked for desired rib
positions for a built-up wing, prior to
being cut into a wing shape.

Once the core is cut, the rib
positions are marked accurately
onto it and labeled, and they are
also marked and labeled in the
lower cradle section. The core is
then cut up into extremely accurate
rib stations to be used as templates
for generating equally accurate
balsa ribs. An absolutely perfect
built-up representation of the
original foam core shape can then
be assembled in the lower cradle
half, which is at this point a formfitting building fixture.
Bob first tried this process in
1993, and the very first wing built in
the system was absolutely accurate
in every respect. That wing was

Our motto:

built for Bob’s
Tucker Special, which
went on to win the
Vintage Stunt Championships.
Its wing was light, strong and true!
Since that time, Bob has been
constantly developing and
improving his Lost-Foam Wing
Building System, incorporating
many unique innovations and ever
more accuracy-ensuring
techniques. Its success is evident
by the large number of top
aerobatic champions who have
chosen Lost-Foam as their
preferred wing building method.
Included on that list are Bill
Werwage, the 2004 World
Champion, and David Fitzgerald,
the current World Champion.
The Lost-Foam Wing Building
System has many advantages over
any other type of built-up wing
fixture system. The ribs that are
generated from the cut-up foam
core templates are accurate to
within a few thousandths of an
inch, and they fit perfectly into the
lower foam fixture to yield a
perfectly shaped wing. No other
system keys on and trues the
outside shape of the wing as it is
being built! Foam leading edge
molds—which are exact replicas of
the front of the wing shape—are
used to generate hyper-accurate
leading edge shells that have a
perfectly shaped leading edge
radius. Improperly shaped leading
edges are a major cause of poor
model performance. The LostFoam system solves that problem
completely!
Lost-Foam Wing Building
Systems are available for any
straight taper or constant chord
wing, and either straight or Warren
Truss rib schemes can be ordered.
RVP offers a two-DVD set that
takes you through every aspect of

the
Lost-Foam
process For those of you who
have your own foam cutting
equipment, the DVD program
covers all aspects of making your
own Lost-Foam fixture
components. For those who do not
have foam cutting equipment, the
DVD program offers a complete
step-by-step narrated video tutorial
on making a perfect Lost-Foam
wing with fixtures purchased from
Robin’s View Productions.
Bob Hunt’s Lost-Foam Wing
Building System DVD set (two
DVDs totaling 207 minutes) is
available from Robin’s View
Productions, PO Box 68,
Stockertown PA 18083. Phone:
(610) 746-0106 or e-mail Bob at
robinhunt@rcn.com. The two-DVD
set is list priced at $39.95, but is
available for a limited time to
PAMPA members for $24.95, plus
$5.00 postage and handling (US
only).
Start building better, lighter,
stronger, and much more accurate
wings today! This system and
these techniques are, according to
Bob, his most significant modeling
contribution to date.
Bob also offers a custom
building service for Lost-Foam
wings. Please contact Bob at RVP
for pricing and delivery times and
terms. Bob has built more than 250
Lost-Foam wings to date!
Robin’s View Productions
PO Box 68
Stockertown PA 18083
(610) 746-0106
robinhunt@rcn.com

Relentless Innovation!

Next Generation

The Team Trials

By Matt Colan

Team USA! Matt Colan photo.

WE WERE OFF on another 1,700-plus-mile mile
round trip journey to Muncie, this time to compete for
the Junior spot on the World Championship team. After
having an issue with my Trivial Pursuit a couple weeks
before the team trials, my grandfather let me fly his P40, which is powered by an ST .60.
We spent a couple days getting the trim refined
prior to leaving, and by the time we left, I was quite
happy with it. Then Hurricane Irene came through, and
I didn’t get the chance to fly for two weeks before we
left for the Team Trials.
After a day and a half trip we arrived at the L-Pad
Friday afternoon, where I received Ted Fancher’s
handle—off of one of his deceased Trivial Pursuits—
and a Ted Fancher handle kit. I wanted to give the
handle a shot, after hearing how well they work, and
give improved “feel” through the pattern.
Processing went smoothly, and I discovered that I
was the only Junior trying out for the team. All I had to
do was take off to make it. After processing was
completed, we checked into the hotel, grabbed
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I’m always amazed at the quality of flying by the top shots of the Stunt event. Allen
Brickhaus photo.

Kenny Stevens attempts to chop the judges’ heads off with 5-foot inverted flight. Colan photo.

something to eat, and went back to the field to
try out the new handle.
After only three flights, I was really happy
with the way it felt and worked! It made the
plane much easier to fly through the pattern.
That night, Jose Modesto let me fly a
Yatsenko Shark, and I was thoroughly
impressed. Orestes Hernandez said if I had 20
flights with that Shark, it would be scary to
see what I could do with it.
The next morning the Senior class fliers
were treated to dead air and very thick fog. (I
didn’t have to fly on Saturday and didn’t.) It
was starting to get difficult to see to the other
side of the L-Pad. Eventually, the sun broke
through shortly after official flights began. It
became clear very early in the rounds who
were going to be the top contenders for the
three open slots.
At the end of the first day of qualifying, it
looked as if the top contenders were going to
be Dave Fitzgerald, Paul Walker, Orestes
Hernandez, Brett Buck, Bill Rich, and Matt
Neumann. I took the P-40 out to get some
flights after the four rounds of qualifying
were over and received some coaching from
Dave. After just one coaching flight, he said
that he was going to stop coaching me
because I fixed almost everything that he told
me was wrong.
My grandfather and I took a mid-afternoon
break for dinner and some rest and went back
to the field for some more flying. We stayed
out until the sunset, then went back to the
hotel room. We went in Dave and Brett’s
room to get a close-up look at his Thunder
Gazer, which is the model I will be building
this winter.
Sunday we woke up to a threatening
thunderstorm in the area. When we arrived at

The airline pilot
launches for the
rocket scientist.
Colan photo.

It’s a foggy morning in Muncie town. Colan photo.
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Wayne Handley decided to show up at the team trials with his
Turbo Raven. Turns out it was Bob Whitely with a model of it.
Brickhaus photo.

Brett Buck demonstrates how to fly a perfect inverted flight. Colan photo.

Bill Rich taking off on an official flight. Colan
photo.

the field, it was a
drizzling, drooling rain,
and everybody was
huddled under the
pavilion. When I walked
up to the shelter, Paul
Walker said to me that it
was time to see what I
was made of, and if I
would dare to fly in the
rain with thunder in the
distance. (He was
kidding of course…)
(Matt: ask Paul about
the thunder and lightning
dance he did at the ats
in 1993… - Ed.)
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Matt
Neumann
burping his PA
75 so it will
behave. Dave
Trible,
holding,
seems to
approve.

The P-40 being called to duty on a Junior official flight. Brickhaus
photo.

Orestes Hernandez guards Josias’ Shark. Brickhaus photo.

It's nice to rub shoulders with the best of the best! Liz Helms photo.

After about a 45-minute wait, first official
flights came. I was up first and put up what I
thought was a decent flight in the dead air. I
landed and knew that I made the team to go to
Bulgaria next year, since I was the only Junior. I
was rewarded with a 1020.48 point score. After
the first round was over, the top three fliers
were Paul Walker, Orestes Hernandez, and Dave
Fitzgerald, with Brett Buck fewer than two
points behind Dave. (Dave had a wind shift in
the middle of his flight and had to fly with the
wind at his face.)
In the next round, Dave put up a very good
flight, somewhere in the 1200s, and that put him

The field gets
cleared for Jose
Modesto. Helms
photo.
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firmly in the top three. Bill Rich improved from his first round
flight, and he was in the hunt for one of the three spots. On the
second round flight, I went up rich and had a tough time trying
to keep the plane from stalling in hard corners. Even with the
rich needle setting, my score went up to a 1034.5.
I was up first in the final round and didn’t have anything to
lose; I just wanted to put in a good flight. I put in a much better
flight than the second round, and thought it would probably be

in the 1050s. I wound up overrunning by seven seconds, and I
got a 1030.48. Imagine my score if I had received landing
points!
Toward the end of the third round, it looked like Paul Walker
and Dave Fitzgerald were locks to make the team. Orestes was
in the third spot, but if Bill Rich put in a really good flight, he
might have been able to bump Orestes from the last spot.
Bill did put in an excellent flight, but it wasn’t enough to

Four of the top five
airplanes at the
team trials. Helms
photo.

Bill Rich shows where 5-foot altitude should be. Helms photo.
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Derek Barry explaining the complicated FAI
rules. Brickhaus photo.

The Turbo Raven goes
out for another
amazing aerobatic
performance. Helms
photo.

catch Orestes. The end results
put Dave finishing first, Paul in
second, and Orestes in third,
with Bill Rich being the First
Alternate. In the hotly contested
field of Junior, with me being
the contestant, I prevailed and
made the Junior spot on the
United States team.
My grandfather and I said
good-bye to everybody who was
there and began the 840-mile
drive home. We made it home
the next night around 8:00 p.m.
Donations
The way I’ll be able to make
it to the Worlds is through
donations. If anybody would like
to send me a donation to help
fund my trip to Bulgaria, my
family and I would greatly
appreciate it. Email me at
flycl@yahoo.com and I’ll give
you my address to send any
donation you may care to make.
’Til next time, fly stunt!SN
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2011 Memphis S
By Steve Kocher

Tom Farmer's .60-powered Forerunner.

THE 2011 Memphis Stunt Classic (MSC) was held on the
weekend of September 10th and 11th in Millington, Tennessee.
Although attendance was light, the competition was fierce and
everyone had a good time.
The first Memphis Stunt Classic was held in 2006. For the
first two years, “Big Art” Adamisin provided a judging clinic, and
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the event was very well-attended. In fact,
in 2007 there were contestants from 13
states, with 21 entries in Profile Stunt
alone. With events being run in three
circles simultaneously, it still took until
dark to get all the events on the first day
completed.
The economic downturn of 2008, coupled with
high gas prices, took its toll on the contest attendance. Bad
weather the next two years affected attendance as well. A number
of factors affected this year’s attendance: bad economy, high gas
prices, Team Trials being held on the same weekend, and rain the
previous weekend that caused conflicts as they were rescheduled
to the same weekend as the Memphis event.

Stunt Classic
The weather, however, could not be
blamed this year; It was “Stunt Heaven,”
with light winds and mild temperatures.
Louis Rankin (Contest Director), Jim Lynch
(Event Director), and the Millington
Barnstormers did their usual outstanding job
of putting on an excellent contest.
The contest is held at the Millington
Barnstormer’s field. The Barnstormers are
primarily an RC club, but for the Memphis
Stunt Classic they turn the field over to the
Control Line fliers. The runway provides
two nice grass circles for the contest. In
years with larger attendance, a third circle is
available south of the runway.
The contest consists of Old Time Stunt
(OTS), Classic Stunt, and Profile Stunt on
Saturday with PAMPA class Precision
Aerobatics on Sunday. With the light
attendance this year, all events were flown
of the “center” circle directly on the center
of the runway.
Saturday dawned bright with light
winds and temperatures in the 70s. The first
event to be flown was Old Time Stunt. Two

contestants were entered in the event—Tom Farmer of Grand
Prairie, Texas, and Charlie Reeves of Paducah, Kentucky. Charlie
was flying his Big Job that he had used to win OTS at the 2007
Nationals. It is a great-flying airplane powered by a Fox .59 that
barked through the enter pattern. Charlie showed his talent for
flying the OTS Pattern, posting a 302.5 score and capturing first
place.
Tom Farmer was flying his Super Clown. He flew a nice
pattern but finished well behind Charlie Reeves with a 222 to
take second place.
The next two events were Profile Stunt and Classic Stunt. I
volunteered to judge these two events. I have been a competitor
for the last 20 years, but I only started judging last year. Having
flown the pattern over and over, I knew what to look for, but
judging was a lot more difficult than I thought.
To start with, judging actually requires more focus than flying
the pattern. When you repeatedly practice the pattern, you
develop a “muscle memory” and timing for the pattern. The
maneuvers seem to come automatically, so that the pilot is
focusing on flying intersections and hitting the bottoms.
Judging, though, requires you to try to position yourself to see
the maneuver and then keep track of the shapes, intersections,
bottoms, the number of repetitions. With all that in your head,
you have to try to assign a number to it. It is much more difficult
than it looks.

Charlie
Reeves and
his Old-Time
Stunt Big Job.

November/December 2011 61

judge because certain
maneuvers, such as the
overhead eight, are hard to
judge if they aren’t viewed
from the proper location.
Profile Stunt had the
most contests of any of the
events with four. It consisted
of one Expert, one
Advanced, and two
Intermediate class pilots. I
have always thought that
this is good event for those
coming up the ranks to
assess where they stand.
Tom Farmer brought out
his enlarged Forerunner. It is
about 20 percent larger than
Left: Ryan Taylor holds father Paul’s
Tutor II.
Below: Paul Taylor flying his Tutor II
during the first round of PAMPA
Intermediate.

I tend to score maneuver a bit higher than veteran judges. I
took to heart Art Adamisin’s judging philosophy. He says that
you receive 10 points for an attempt and 40 for a perfect score.
That is a spread of 30 points. So, if you get the maneuver half
right you deserve a score of 25.
The winds on Saturday were light, less than 10 mph, but
variable. On many occasions I would start on the south side of
the circle and end up on the west side. That’s a big challenge for a
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the Forerunner that he designed and had kitted by Custom
Models in the 1990s. It is powered by a very sweet-running Super
Tigre .60. Tom posted a 494.5 in the first round and felt so good
about the pattern that he flew that he passed on his second round
flight. As it turned out, it was good enough for the win, though
Tom Morris did give him a run for his money.
Tom Morris of Anniston, Alabama, was flying his electric AXI
28260-10-powered Cavalier that he renamed Cav-E-lier. Tom had

Left: Charlie Reeves’ Humbler (Shark) in World War II German
camouflage.
Below: Charlie displays a top view of his Humbler.

only recently moved up from the Intermediate class to the
Advanced class. Tom showed why he was “forced” to move up
by posting an excellent score of 487 to take second place.
The father-and-son team of Paul and Ryan Taylor were the
next two contestants. Both are local fliers—with Paul from
Collierville, Tennessee, and Ryan from Smyrna, Tennessee. They
were each flying identical Tutor IIs powered by LA .46s.Ryan
worked out some issues with the engine to post a 447 in the
second round to take third place. Dad, Paul, flew well but came
up a bit short with a 431.5. He would get a chance at revenge on
Sunday when he would fly head-to-head against his son in
Intermediate.
Classic Stunt had three contestants with one Expert, Charlie
Reeves; one Advanced, Tom Morris; and one intermediate flier,
Paul Taylor. Tom again was flying is electric-powered Cavalier,
while Paul was flying a Top Flight ARF Nobler. Charlie was
flying his beautiful PA .51 powered “Humbler” in World War II
German camouflage.
Most people know the “Humbler” as Lew McFarland’s Shark.
Lew had named the airplane Humbler as a counter to George
Aldridge’s Nobler. When Jetco kitted the airplane, though, they
didn’t think the name Humbler would sell. So, they renamed it
Shark.
Each of these pilots flew well in the near-perfect conditions.
Charlie Reeves placed first with a score of 516. Tom was very
impressive with a near-Expert score of 497 for second and Paul
finished third with a 382.5 tally.
Sunday’s weather dawned even better than the day before.
There was broken overcast sky that shielded the pilots from
staring into the sun. The wind was still light, but directionally
much more constant.
Sunday being the tenth anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, Lou
lead the group in remembrance of those who lost their lives that
day. Lou had lost a friend in the attack on the Pentagon.
Lou decided to begin Sunday’s events with the Expert class.
Above left: Jim Lynch (L) presenting Tom Farmer with his award for second
place in Old-Time Stunt.
Left: Jim Lynch (L) presenting Charlie Reeves with his award for first place in
Old-Time Stunt.
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Most local contests begin with the lower classes first and finish
with the upper classes. Though there were few contests entered,
there were some intriguing battles that took place.
In the Expert class it was Charlie Reeves with his Humbler,
Tom Farmer with his Plank Power Forerunner, and Zuriel
Armstrong of Beebe, Arkansas, flying his Ringmaster. Tom and
Charlie posted identical scores of 525 in the first round. There
would be no passing of the second round on this day! Zuriel had
engine problems and could only manage a score of 452. The
contestants would need to bear down in the second round.
Charlie led off the second round with an impressive score of
557 to take first place. Tom was able to improve is score to 534
for second. Zuriel borrowed Tom Morris’ electric-powered CavE-lier and posted a score of 496. It was not only his first flight
using that aircraft, but it was the first time that he had flown an
electric-powered airplane. Zuriel was very impressed with the
amount of line tension that was generated in all attitudes with the
electric power. He will be building a new electric-powered
airplane for next season.
Tom Morris was unopposed in Advanced. He posted a score of
471.5. He had kiddingly complained that he should have
remained an Intermediate, but his score show that he deserves to
be in the Advanced class.
In the Beginner class, two local pilots opposed each other—
Jackie Scott and Willie Johnson, both of Memphis. Jackie flew
his Super Tigre .34 powered Primary Force, while Willie flew a
Thunder Tiger .25-powered Bearclaw. Jackie was a bit nervous,
but made it through the pattern posting a 188.5 for the win.
Willie was a true beginner. His Bearclaw met the ground as he
attempted his first ever outside loop. The airplane was slightly
damaged and was unable to be flown in the second round. Both
Beginners passed the second round.
The big contest of the day was in the Intermediate class. It was
father vs. son. Ryan had outflown his dad the day before to take
third place in Intermediate. Today it was a head-to-head
competition for first and second place.
Ryan had cut his hair the day before. I think he may have been
suffering from a “Samson” complex. His flights on Sunday were
not a crisp as those on Sunday. After the first round, though, Ryan
only trialed his father, Paul, by a single point: 415 to 416.
The flights flown in the second round of Intermediate were the
last flights of the day as the Beginners had passed their second
round flights. Everyone was giving Ryan and Paul a hard time
about the competition.
Ryan was the first up in the second round. He bore down a bit
more and improved his score to 422.5. The pressure was now on
Paul. He completed his takeoff and began the inside loops. He
had forgotten the reverse wingover.
Paul was dejected that he had lost to his son because he had
forgotten a maneuver. As he brought his plane back to the pits,
Contest Director Louis Rankin pointed out that since he never
pulled out inverted on the reverse wingover it was not an official
flight.
Oh my, Paul had another chance to best his son’s score!
Everyone brought their chair close to the center circle trying to
put additional pressure on Paul. This time he remembered all the
maneuvers.
Top: Jim Lynch (L) presenting Paul Taylor with his award for third place in
Classic Stunt.
Middle: Jim Lynch (L) presenting Tom Morris with his award for second place in
Classic Stunt.
Bottom: Jim Lynch (L) presenting Ryan Taylor with his award for third place in
Profile Stunt.
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Top left: Ryan Taylor’s Tutor II.
Above: Tom Morris’ mobile hobby shop.
Top right: Example of the Memphis Stunt Classic
awards.
Right: Tom Morris’ Cav-E-lier with the cheek cowling
removed to show the eletric motor and battery.

Everyone gathered at the scoreboard to see
the result. Louis took his time putting up the
score waiting several seconds between
numbers to build the anticipation. Finally he
revealed the score of 425, giving Paul a 2½
point victory over his son.
One of the nice things about the Memphis
Stunt Classic is the awards. Louis Rankin makes each
one of them. They consist of a framed picture of a nostalgic
model airplane ad with the event and place spelled out in the
frame. These are awards that you would want to put on the wall
for all to enjoy.
I always look forward to Tom Morris attending the MSC. He
brings his traveling hobby shop with him. He is so organized and
such a fine engineer that he has a bin system that he carries in his
truck and assembles in minutes to display his wares. It is so nice
to be able to handle each item and ask him questions about them.
I always stock up on everything.
Everyone had a great time at the contest, as always. It is a
shame that so few people were able to attend. Contests cost
money and clubs need a minimal amount of attendance to break
even. The lack of attendance could seriously affect the future of

the contest. It would be a shame to lose the Memphis Stunt
Classic. Please try to add it to you contest calendar next year. You
can bring a buddy with you to cut costs. Louis and I both hosted
contestants at our houses to try to make it more affordable.
I was impressed by something that Jim Lynch said. He has
been suffering with some health issues, but feels better than he
has in years. He still takes treatments every 90 days, but never
knows if he will be around for next year. Because of that, he
appreciates every day.
Contests are special days when friends old and new gather to
enjoy the fellowship and talk about airplanes. Although the
turnout was small, he said “great things come in small
packages.” The MSC was a great contest because of the
peoplewho attended. SN
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PAMPA Products Price List
Prices Effective April 2010
Please Note: Some items are now available only as a download from the PAMPA website. You can
visit the website at www.control-line.org for these items and past issues of Stunt News.
Download items may be available to PAMPA members only.

STUNT BIBLIOGRAPHY: .................................................................... 10.00
42 Page List Chronologically By Subject of (4000) Published Stunt Articles
ARTICLE REPRINTS: As Listed in Bibliography per Page ...................... .25
PAMPA PAMPHLETS:
Life Time Competition Records by Wynn Paul (20 Pages) .…………......2.00
Master Plans List by Bill Dawson (30 Pages, 600 Planes) ..…………..…3.00
Control Line Source Book by Ralph Wenzel(14 Pages, 140 Suppliers) ..2.00
PAMPA BOOKS:
Old Time Stunt Page Plans by Tom Morris (84 Pages) .......................... 8.00
Classic Era Page Plans by Tom Morris (148 pages) ............................ 12.00
Pioneers of Control Line Flying by Charles Mackey (184 pages).......... 12.00
PAMPA TEE SHIRTS: .....................................................................…..10.00
Sizes - M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL (Add $1.50 for XXL and XXXL)
Colors - White, Black, Red, Sky Blue, Royal Blue, Navy, Teal
Note: List several color choices in case your first choices are out of stock
PAMPA POLO SHIRTS: ..................................................................... $25.00
Sizes - L, XL, XXL, XXXL (Add $1.50 for XXL and XXXL)
Colors - White, Black, Red, Royal Blue
Note: List several color choices in case your first choices are out of stock
PAMPA CAPS:...................................................................................... 10.00
Size - One size fits all
Colors - White, Black, Red, Sky Blue, Royal Blue, Navy
Note: List several color choices in case your first choices are out of stock
PAMPA DECALS:
Small (1 1/2”Black on Clear, Fuel Proof)……............................................ .25
Full color water transfer decals Sheet with one large & two small ……....2.00
PAMPA PATCH: (Cloth 3“ Four-Color) ...................................................2.00
PAMPA PIN: (1 1/4”Metal Lapel Pin, Five-Color).................................... 4.00
PAMPA Coffee Mug ………………………………..………………………5.00
BACK ISSUES OF STUNT NEWS: (Cost for Entire Year) (# Issues)
1973 - $10 (6) 1974 - $15 (12) 1975 - $15 (12) 1976 - $15 (11) 1977 - $15
(12)1978 - $15 (9) 1979 - $10 (7) 1980 - $ 5 (2) 1981 - $15 (9) 1982 - $10
(7)1983 - $ 5 (3) 1984 - $ * (8) 1985 - $ * (9) 1986 - $15 (4) 1987 - $15
(4)1988 - $15 (3) 1989 - $30 (6) 1990 - $30 (6) 1991 - $30 (6) 1992 - $35
(7)1993 - $ * (7) 1994 - $ 10 (2) 1995 - $20 (4) 1996 - $ 6 (6) 1997 - $ 6
(6)1998 - $ 6 (6) 1999 - $ 6 (6) 2000 - $ 6 (6) 2001 - $ 6 (6) 2002 - $ 6
(6)2003 - $ 6 (6) 2004 - $ 6 (6) 2005 - $ 6 (6) 2006 - $30 (6) 2007 - $30 (6)
2008 – $30 (6) 2008 - $30 (6) 2009 - $30 (6)
* Call for prices, Prices the same for CD PDF version of

PAMPA PLANS:
ADAM'S SPECIAL by Allen Brickhaus ..........................................15.00
BEARCAT III & MUSTANG III by Al Rabe (two sheets ) .............. 15.00
BERSERKER by Noel Drindak ..................................................... 10.00
CAPRICORN by Orestes Perdomo .............................................. 15.00
CAVALIER by John Simpson (two sheets).................................... 15.00
CHALLENGER by W.E. Semler (two Sheets)............................... 15.00
CUTLASS by Jim Kostecky (two sheets)....................................... 18.00
DOCTOR by Ted Fancher............................................................. 10.00
DRAGON by J.C. Yates................................................................. 10.00
FORCE by Mike Pratt ................................................................... 10.00
GOLDEN FALCON by Chris McMillin ........................................... 15.00
GRANDPA’S BIPE by Charles Mackey ........................................ 10.00
Halmark by Gene Schaffer .................................................…....... 15.00
LANCET by Vic Carpenter ............................................................ 10.00
LEGACY 40 by Allen Brickhaus .................................................... 15.00
MADMAN by J.C. Yates................................................................ 10.00
MEDIC by Ted Fancher ................................................................ 10.00
MO’BEST by Larry Cunningham (two sheets)............................... 15.00
Moitle by Francis D. Reynolds ...........................................…….... 10.00
NAKKE by Juhani Kari................................................................... 10.00
NUTS & BOLTS by Sam Dehelean............................................... 15.00
Oriental by Dee Rice ............................................................……. 15.00
Oriental Plus by Dee Rice (two sheets).................................……. 15.00
O’TOOLE TUCKER by Don McClave….……………………………15.00
PIUMA by Bob Zambelli (two sheets) ........................................... 15.00
PROFILE NOBLER by Jim Harris ................................................. 10.00
Profile P-51D Mustang by Tom McClain .....................………....... 15.00
RUFFY by Lew McFarland ........................................................... 15.00
SATURN “Mystery Detroiter” by Don Ogren ................................. 15.00
Scared Kiten by WildBill Netzeband .....................................….… 10.00
SHAMAN by Steve Moon.............................................................. 10.00
Sharpy 29 by Carl Malmsten………………………………………… 15.00
STUKA ‘97 by Matthew Neuman (two sheets) ............................. 15.00
STUNTRESS by Joe Adamusko (two sheets)............................... 15.00
STUNT TRAINER by Pat Johnston............................................... 10.00
Super Caudron by Frank McMillan (two sheets)..……………….…20.00
TRIVIAL PURSUIT by Ted Fancher ..............................................15.00
Trophy Trainer byTom Warden.......................................……….... 15.00
Tucker 4 by Alan Resinger ..........................................…….......... 15.00
TWISTMASTER by Bob Reeves .................................................. 10.00
VALKYRIE by Harold Price (two sheets) ...................................... 15.00
VEGAS by Steve Buso ................................................................. 15.00

PAMPA COLOR BROCHURE: ................................................................ .15
(A Great Handout at Contests, Shows & Hobby Shops)

Order form on the next page.
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PAMPA News & Reports
Vice President Report
By Matt Neumann

AS I BEGI this issue’s column I am
pleased to report that Don McClave has
agreed to run for PAMPA President. I am
sure he will make an excellent president
and I am looking forward to working with
him when he takes office. I know he is
starting to work with Bill Rich so there will
be a smooth transition from Bill to Don.
We still have the need for volunteers to
help out with PAMPA EC. This has been
said many times and it will be said again,
even though it may feel like the EC
members keep beating a dead horse. But it
is true. We need volunteers to help out or
there will be no PAMPA.
I know Bill has been scouring the
country for people to fill vacant positions.
If you are able to help or know of someone
who can help, let one of the EC members
know. The “job” is not difficult and can
actually be rather fun. So let the EC know
if you or someone you know could fill a
vacant position.
Something else that PAMPA is always
in need of is articles for the newsletter.
Actually, I should really call it a magazine
… This is probably one of the easiest
things you as a member can do for
PAMPA. Write an article of interest. Even
the smallest things can be of great help to
other people.
As some of you may know, I also build
plastic models. You could call it my
leisure hobby, while the flying models are
my serious hobby. Anyway, I also get a
couple of magazines pertaining to them.
In one of these there is a section called
“Reader Tips.” In it, readers send in tips
that they have. This usually comprises
just a few paragraphs each. Maybe a half
page typed up on a normal 81/2 x 11 piece
of paper. While these tips may be short,

they can also be very valuable.
have and making sure the plane and engine
What I am getting at is that you don’t
are set up for cool weather for next spring.
have to write up a long and drawn out
It has been an interesting but fun summer
“how to” feature article if your tip is simple of flying. But I am now looking foreword
to explain. It could be as simple as a quick
to the change of seasons as we here in the
note on a tool you spotted at the local home Midwest move from the flying season to
store or hobby shop, or maybe something
the building season.
you put together to perform a simple task.
I am looking forward to finally getting
Tell us all what it is, where you got it (or my next plane finished. Somehow my
how you made it) and for how much. Take
finishing of the project keeps getting put
a couple of pictures and then give a brief
off due to some of life’s “normal”
description on how you use it. Maybe even interruptions.
a picture of you using it. This can be quick
This will be my third season working on
and easy to write up. It won’t take a lot of
this plane. As many of you know, this is
your time, but would be a huge help to
my first take apart plane, and the initial
PAMPA and Bob Hunt who is doing a
building of it took a lot of time just in the
wonderful job putting together our
planning phases of construction. I have
magazine. But he can’t do it without our
nicknamed the plane the “Great
help.
Experiment” because of all the new things
On another note, the members will be
that I have never done before but am trying
receiving a ballot about the possibility
of upgrading the PAMPA website. Not
all the details have been nailed down
That is not a fun way to do it, and
yet so I can’t say exactly what
changes/improvements we are trying to this is supposed to be a fun hobby.
achieve, or what the total cost will be.
However, I can say that the upgrades
that the EC are looking into look like
they are going to be actual upgrades that
all at once in this plane.
will improve the site; and the cost should
I did manage to get most of the
not be outrageous. (It won’t be like what I
framework done in that first season. What
have at work where we get an
is left now are the many little things that
announcement saying that there is going to
need to be done here and there to finish the
be an “exciting” new upgrade coming that
framework. Then it will be off to the
is so wonderful and will help us
finishing stages. At that point it will be
tremendously. Having gone through this
back to normal finishing techniques that I
several times, my response is usually,
am familiar with and can do at a much
“Now what are they going to mess up?” It
faster pace than what was done earlier.
seems my fears are never proven wrong as
During the last “building” season, I
our computer system at work seems to get
wound up doing a lot of things to my house
worse and worse all the time. Let me
that ate up way more time than what I
assure you that this is not the case here.)
expected. By the time the work on the
And, although there will be a cost
house was finished I looked at what I had
involved, what we are thinking of doing is
left to do on the plane and looked at the
have a separate “pass the hat,” so to speak,
calendar and decided that finishing the
among the members to pay for this. This
plane in time for the flying season was not
would be strictly voluntary but would mean going to happen unless I pushed myself
no membership dues would be used for this and stayed up way past my normal bedtime
upgrade. The EC thinks the membership
for many a night. That is not a fun way to
dues should be used to pay for the
do it, and this is supposed to be a fun
publication of Stunt ews.
hobby. So I put of finishing it until this
season.
As I write this, the contest season has
As I go back to it once again, stay tuned
wound down for me. What flying I do at
to my “It’s in the Details” column for more
this time of year is just a little bit of last
of the new plane.
minute checking out of some thoughts I
Until next time. SN
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LEE MACHINE SHOP
Quality Products for the
Discriminating Modeler
• Propeller Scribes
• 2 oz and 5 oz fuel syringes with
o-ring plunger
• Venturies for OS FP, LA 2046
• Ball Drivers and Finger Drills
• Gasket Cutters, Line Wrappers
• Derek Moran Line Clip Bender
Write or e-mail for prices:
James Lee
827 SE 43rd St.
Topeka KS 66609
Jlee@cox.net (785) 266-7714

C. F. SLATTERY
CO.
BYRON BARKER, 2101
LOGAN AVE., NEW ALBANY,
IN 47150
(812) 948-9167, E-MAIL:
LINECONTR@AOL.COM
NEW, STUNT-TUNED:
THUNDER TIGER 36 STUNT
$135.00 MAG $130.00
PAINT STANDS, BODY JIGS,
AND ALIGNMENT JIGS
VENTURIS, TONGUE
MUFFLERS, TUBE
MUFFLERS
STUNT MOTORS: MAGNUM,
ST, THUNDER TIGER
DEALERS FOR SIG,
BRODAK, AND RSM
VISA, MASTER, DISCOVER
CARDS
SEND S.A.S.E. FOR
CATALOG
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2011 PAMPA Election Results
(for 2012-2013 term)
Your new officers and directors are:
Office / Agenda
President
Don McClave
Bill Rich (write-in)
Secretary-Treasurer
Jim Vornholt
Membership Chairman (write-in)
Leroy Black
Allen Brickhaus
Brett Buck
Noel Drindak (not running)
Bob Lampione
Jim Lee
Gene Martine
Rich Peabody
Howard Rush
Jerry Silver
District 1 Director
Will Moore*
Serge Krauss (write-in)
District 3 Director
Phil Spillman (write-in)
District 5 Director
Eric Viglione*
District 7 Director
Crist Rigotti (write-in)
Frank Carlisle (write-in)
Wayne Willey (write-in)
District 9 Director
Carl Shoup*
District 11 Director
Bruce Hunt*

Votes Results
243
2

;

245

;

1
2
1
12
1
1
1
1
1
1

**

5
1

;

1

**

36

;
**

2
1
1
10

;

14

;

Website Ballot Measure - Y
244
;
Website Ballot Measure - N
1
* Incumbent
** No candidate on ballot – results indeterminate.
Note that all the numbers don't add up to the total
of 245 ballots. Some didn't vote for all the officers, but
ALL voted on the bylaws changes!

The Website Ballot Measure has
been approved by a majority!

Secretary/
Treasurer’s
Report
By Dave Gardner

Transitions …
BY THE TIME you read this, the
ballots for the 2011 elections, for the
2012 officers, will be in my hands for
counting! After away for 3 weeks, there
was quite a pile in the mail bin! The final
tally is not done, but out of about 200
ballots, the following results are positive;
As your new President, Don McClave
was almost a unanimous shoe-in, as was
Jim Vornholt for the new SecretaryTreasurer.
District 1 Director: Will Moore;
District 5 Director: Eric Viglione;
District 9 Director: Carl Shoup; and
District 11 Director: Bruce Hunt were
elected by a very large majority of their
constituents.
There were only a few write-in votes
for those positions without a current
candidate, including the Membership
Chairman and Directors for Districts 3
and 7.
The ballot measure for supporting
professional development of a new
website, was supported almost
unanimously, reflecting the need to
include features we’ve needed for
several years.
Some items are not possible with the
existing program, so upgrades to make it
all work are included. There already
significant donations to support this
development, including the running
costs, so there will be no hit to the
Treasury.
In the case of this office, Jim Vornholt
will be moving into this slot. Jim is well
known and respected in the Stunt
community and he will be an asset to
PAMPA. We’ve started transition activity
at this point. He should be able to hit the
ground running at the first of the year, if
not before!
There will be a year-end financial
report in the Jan/Feb issue, perhaps along

with a financial analysis of Stunt ews
production. So far, we’re able to hold the
line on dues increases, in spite of the
best efforts of the USPS to break our
bank!
The gift membership has been helpful
in bringing in new members, which helps
spread the financial load. The advent of
electronic delivery, for those who
participate, has helped with printing
costs.
We know that a great many of you
much prefer the printed copy, and that
some of you don’t have Internet
connections, so the magazine will
continue with all the best efforts of Bob
Hunt.
Please, however, note Bob’s request
for material! A lot of you have great
ideas for construction and building tips,
as well as items of general interest. Let
him know!
…AND….as I have said previously,
PAMPA needs volunteers for support of
all its activities. Keep in mind there will
be openings for 2013 and beyond. Every
person sharing the load makes a bit less
work for the other folks involved with
our great organization! We still only
have a few players making PAMPA
work.
Unfortunately, we’re a diminishing
group, perhaps the last stronghold of our
wonderful part of model aviation.
I believe that we need to stand back and
take a long look at what we think
PAMPA needs to be, what it really needs
to do for the membership, and what that
will take.
If we can’t get volunteers for the
many activities which PAMPA offers or
does, we need to then decide if those
actions and activities are necessary. What
does PAMPA mean to you…..and is it
worth saving?

As a personal comment, I’ll tell you
what PAMPA means to me! I have been
involved with CL Stunt, on and off, since
the early 1950s. Over that time, I picked
up a bit here and there, relative to
building and flying, but a lot of
information was not readily available or
forthcoming.
Control Line Stunt activities were
fading along with all the other CL
formats. There were pockets of activity
here and there, with (fortunately) the
Pacific Northwest being one of those
areas.
PAMPA started in 1973; I joined in
1976, shortly after getting my CD
license. From that point on, Stunt
information became increasingly
available, enabling those ‘pluggers’ of us
to have access to all the knowledge and
information from the best of the best. I
learned setups for controls,
aerodynamics, engines, and flying
practices which I had never known
about.
Because of PAMPA, Stunt ews, and
many PAMPA members, I have become a
better flier, a better judge, a betterstructured CD, and a PAMPA officer. In
short, I’ve had a wonderful experience in
the Stunt community.
This comes full circle (sorry!) with
the question of what we want PAMPA to
be and do for us. Do we have a focused
effort on defining that and making it
work, or do we just let it drift into
obscurity with other organizations which
died of lack of support?
Each of us, with some small efforts,
can be a source of strength for the whole
organization! Simply stated, everything
you or I do (or do not do) matters. We all
can continue to make a difference!
Have good air and tight lines!

SN
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Membership
Report

By Noel Drindak

2012 Gift
Membership Program
• During the 2012 renewal period each paid-in–full PAMPA member will be able to give a friend or flying buddy a
PAMPA membership for half price.
• Members who received a gift membership in 2011 cannot receive (or give) one this year
• Gift memberships cannot be used as renewals, nor can they be given to recent members (who are in the database).
• The program will run from September 1 to January 1.
• Use the Gift Membership Application on the next page.
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2012 Gift PAMPA Membership Application
Please print legibly.

Conditions
x

Each paid-in–full PAMPA member can give a friend or flying buddy a 2012 PAMPA
membership for half price.

x

Members who received a gift membership in 2011 cannot receive (or give) one for 2012.

x

Gift memberships cannot be used as renewals, nor can they be given to recent members
(who are in the database).

x

The program will run from September 1, 2011 to January 1, 2012.

Name of Gift Recipient: ________________________________ AMA No.______________ Age: ____
Mailing Address: __________________________________Email______________________________
City: _________________________________________State:____________Nation:_______________
ZIP Code + 4 (or Postal Code):________________________Telephone: ______-_______-_________
E-Mail address: ___________________________________________ Date: _____________________
Name of Gift Donor: __________________________________________________________________

Membership Choices (Check One)

Method of Payment

Basic - Internet access only

$12.50

Check

US Member – Bulk Mail

$22.50

Check No.

US Member – First Class Mail

$27.50

Credit Card: (only Visa and MC are acceptable)

US Compact Disk

$22.50

Credit Card No:

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Canada / Mexico First Class

$32.50

Expiration:

(Mo./Yr)

International First Class Mail

$45.00

V-Code:

(3 digits)

International Compact Disk

$25.00

Signature:

Mail to: Noel Drindak
PAMPA Membership Chairman
180 Lake Hill Road
Burnt Hills, NY 12027-9403

M.O.

Cash
Date:

-

-

__ __

-

/

__ __

__ __ __

Phone:

518-399-5939

Email:

drindak@gmail.com
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District I
By Will Moore

Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island, Vermont

WELL, WE HAD two contests in New
England to look forward to, in this report.
Unfortunately, we had weather problems
that interfered with the Lee Contest in the
Berkshires. It was just a little hurricane.
Oh, and we had monumental rain that
flooded out much of Vermont, washed
away covered bridges … and towns, as it
turned out.
When calling Bill Hummel, we
discussed moving the contest to another
weekend, which was not possible. I
distinctly remember Bill telling me on the
phone,” Well, you know how these
weather things are. This storm will
probably blow itself out before it ever gets
here.” Yeah, right, Bill!
The center of the, by then, tropical
storm Irene went close to right over Lee
on Sunday with I don’t know how much
wind, maybe 40 to 50 MPH, and I don’t
know how many inches of horizontal rain.
(I hate horizontal rain – it’s hard to fly in
it.)

(It’s a trade secret; sorry, I cannot tell.)
The Saturday events of Old Time and
Classic were well supported, and some of
us flew other people’s airplanes. I confess
to it. I flew Steve Yampulski’s scratchbuilt Chipmunk, powered by a Brodak .40.
I have to say, I had a lot of fun with it.
Steve somehow knows how to make a
rugged airplane fairly light, and I did well
by the airplane.

Here’s a shot of the pits at the Lee contest.

CD Chris Sarnowski preps his Flite Streak.
Guerry Byers poses with his Nobler.

Bernie Tremlay and his daughter at the Lee contest.

Marlaina Tremlay flying and landing.
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So that makes this the second season
in a row that we lost the Lee contest to
weather. I hope that changes, because I
sense I’m getting old … and so is
everyone else. But Bill told me that on
Saturday, some people showed up for the
Fun Fly and Practice day, and were able to
put a few flights in before the storm came
up.
Bernie Tremlay sent me a few
pictures, included with this report. Bernie
and his daughter Marlaina got some flights
in before the storm. OK, Bernie, I expect
Marlaina to get into the contest next year!
The second contest, at Wretham, the
Mass Cup, came up on schedule, and we
all had some excellent flying weather for
that event. And, as usual it was nice seeing
all the regulars for the turnout. Chris
Sarnowski graciously volunteered as our
Contest Director, and he had a lot of
willing help.
There was good participation in
preparing the field early Saturday. Dave
Cook brought out the heavy guns and let
us use his brand new Craftsman riding
lawn mower, which cut the grass circles
into submission. Dick Carville made sure
it was short enough by going over it
again, as he showed me his “trick” in
getting the grass clippings out of the way.

Steve Yampolski with his Chipmonk.

Dick Carville and his electric-powered Raven.

one who allowed you to pilot his airplane.
I would expect someone flying my
airplane to feel the same way. It was very
nice of Steve.
Dick Carville came out the winner of
both events. His Old Time airplane was
his Barnstormer, and he chose his open
cockpit PT-19 for Classic. Both airplanes
were beautifully built, as expected. Dick
also won the Best in Show award the
following day with an electric version of
his Raven design.
On Sunday, most of us came back for
the Precision Stunt showdown and the
Mass Cup fly-off. Dick Carville keeps
Mitch Lilly’s Laser at his home. Dick
brought it out again this year and several
of us took turns in flying the Laser during
the lunch break, in honor of Mr. Lilly. I
never met him that I know of, but I would
have liked to. The thing flew like an
arrow. Just point it and it would go there.

first-place entrants, in all the classes,
would fly one more judged flight to see
how much they could better their own
winning score in the category they flew
in—flying against yourself to get to see if
you could do better.

Here are the Mass Cup finalists.

Dick Carville was the Old-Time winner with his
Barnstormer.

The laser at the Mass Cup.

Rick Clark prepares for an official flight.

Flightline and hanging out at the Mass Cup.

Norm Liversidge gives us a look at his SV-11.

I only had a chance for one practice
flight, but I swear, if I had about four
practice flights, I would have gotten its
idiosyncrasies memorized and would have
gotten “locked in” and felt more
comfortable in pushing the envelope a bit
more. You know how it is when you fly
someone else’s airplane. You have to give
it respect. You don’t ever want to ever
come close to crashing it.
You know, you keep everything a
little high on the bottoms. That’s just
showing proper manners and respect to the

District I fliers at the Mass Cup.

Now I want to talk more about the
Cup. When Mr. Lilly donated the cup, just
before his death, the idea was that all the

And the one who did the most to
better his score gets to keep the cup for
one year until the next fly-off in the
following year’s contest. And he gets to
put his name on the Cup. Let me tell you,
some interesting names have been
inscribed on the Cup over the years. Mr.
Lilly thought that would be a nice
incentive for newer fliers to win
something big. As it turned out — and as
you can see by the scores—it came down
to Teerlink, Clark, Sheehy, and Moore
(left to right in picture). And, in the end, it
was Damian Sheehy who made the best
improvement in his own score.
Congratulations, Damian!
So, I am sure I can speak for everyone
there when I tell you that we had a really
nice time. A person I missed seeing was
Matt Colan. I thought he might come, but
he’s preparing to go to the Worlds, so I’m
sure he was too tied up in those
preparations.
We all hope he does well, and I’m
sure we will be hearing from him about
everything that happened. Weather is
closing in, as you know, so now we have
an opportunity to think about building our
next “World Beater.” Enjoy the winter! SN
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District II

New Jersey, New York

By Bud Wieder
HI, ALL. By the time you receive this
issue of Stunt ews the contest season will
be over in our part of the country. For
many of us this means that the building
season in now upon us.
The prospect of having a new plane to
fly for the coming year is exciting. Though
the thought of putting two or three
hundred (or more) hours into one airplane
can sometimes be daunting, it can also be
very exciting. With some of the new
building techniques—molding instead of
carving—and the more modern painting
products available, our planes seem to be
getting lighter, stronger and more
beautiful.
If you’re flying electric, the days of oilsoaked areas on your plane are a thing of
the past. Also, less vibration leads to more
flights without any cracks. I have more
than three hundred and fifty flights in just
over one year on my Ryan’s Eagle and the
only signs of wear were because of my
mistakes.
So whether you’re building a new
glow-powered or electric plane for next
year, good luck and enjoy this time of the
year.
I’d like to send along my thanks to all
the people who put in so many hours
running the contests in our area. Bob
Lampione ran a great contest in Queens,
New York, at the fabled Flushing
Meadows Park facility.
Rich Giacobone, Mike Ostella, and
Mike Cooper did fantastic jobs making
sure that things ran smoothly for their
contests. Thanks also to everyone who
helped judge. Without people stepping up
to help out, you all know that we wouldn’t
have any contests.
Thanks also to Tom Niebuhr for
sending the great pictures from Texas of
some past and present New Jersey fliers
who showed up for a recent meet there.
Here’s a note from Tom about these
photos:
“A reunion of Garden State Circle
Burners took place Sept 3 and 4, 2011, at
the Charles Ash Memorial contest run by
the Dallas Area Model Airplane Club.
“Les Demmet resides in Buffalo, Texas,
Mike Ostella still lives in New Jersey,
Tom Niebuhr hails from Blue Ridge,
Texas, and Lew Wolgast is now living in
Tucson, Arizona.
“High winds and 100-degree
temperatures didn’t hamper the fun times.”
—Tom iebuhr
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A reunion of “Joisey Boys” in Texas: L-R Les
Demmet, Mike Ostella, Tom Niebuhr, and Lew
Wolgast.

Here is Mike Ostella’s gorgeous Smoothie.

I’d also like to extend a special thanks to
Ron Heckler for his report on the Bergen
County Controline Flyers contest that he
submitted to me for inclusion in this issue
of Stunt ews.
I’ll sign off now and let Ron present his
report.
—Bud

Lew Wolgast shows off his original-designed Fury.

Tom Neibuhr with his John D’Ottavio designed
Jerseyan.

Lew Wolgast with his Pentastar.

ew Jersey Contest by Ron Heckler
The Bergen County Controline Flyers
hosted their tenth annual contest at the
Palisades Park swimming pool site on
Sunday, September 18. Rich Giacobone
was the PA CD, Ron “The Deli Guy” Testa
supplied the food, and everybody seemed
to have a great time.
I have attended this contest three times
in the past. The first time I competed in
the Beginner category. The second and
third times I judged the Beginner and
Intermediate stunt events.
This time I decided to photograph the
event and offer it to Buddy for use in his
District II column.
There was one entry in Intermediate,
four in Advanced, and six in Expert. As
we all know, electric control line is getting
quite popular. There were four electric
flyers out of the six entered in the Expert
division.
First place in Expert went to Buddy
Wieder, second place to Jose Modesto, and
third place to Willie DeMauro. What a
coincidence; all three flew electric planes!
When it came time to give out the
winning plaques, Buddy Wieder received
his, and then the computer printer crashed,
so the other winners had to receive theirs
the following week at the Joe Ortiz Stunt
Bash at Flushing Meadow Park, Queens,
New York.
On a personal note, it was a pleasure
and a lot of fun to be able to cover this
event. I always enjoy seeing the same
people at various events. In my opinion,

you cannot find a nicer bunch of guys with
a common interest willing to share ideas
and techniques.
Please enjoy the photos! SN
—Ron Heckler

Norm Liversidge assists
Chris Sarnowski.

Brian Manut and Ken Dawson were the judges for
the Intermediate ans Advanced classes.

Buddy Wieder took first place in Expert flying his
electric-powered Ryan Eagle.

Jim Damerell and John D’Ottavio judged Expert.

L-R Dick Carville, Will DeMauro, Buddy Wieder, and John D’Ottavio. Buddy is telling Will how great it is to be
retired like John and Dick.

Erica Cooper uses a laptop to check photos she
took of each pilot she took with his plane for use on
the plaques.

The pilots’ meeting.

Here is George Waters’
beautiful Thunderbird.
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Will DeMauro launches Buddy Wieder’s Ryan’s Eagle.
Dick Carville flying his electric-powered Raven.

Jose Modesto launches Dick Carville’s Raven.

Mike Ostella with his
P-40.
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Will DeMauro waits for the motor to shut off in his electricpowered SV-22.

Rich Giacobone flying his Aero Tiger .36-powered Caprice.

Rich Giacobone presents the Windy Urtnowski “Building Excellence” award to
Jose Modesto.

Neal Beekman flying his profile Nobler.

Jose Modesto flying his electric, molded-composite Saturn Impact.

George Waters assists Neal Beekman.
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District III

Ohio, Pennsylvania, West
Virginia

By Patrick Rowan
AS I REMEMBER back in Dec 2006
when then PAMPA president Paul Walker
called me.
We talked about my filling the open
term (1 year) as PAMPA District 3
director …
I want to thank PAMPA and especially
District 3 PAMPA members for the last 5
years.
As of Jan 1st you will have a new
Director.
Please help out your new director with
Stunt ews material/photos etc.
Thank you for the memories.
ext Cleveland OH, contest photos Sept
17/18-2011from Dave Evar.
First place in Advanced, Dick Hodge; Twister LA .46.

First place in Beginner, Herman Gibbs; Upshot LA
.46.

First-place in Intermediate, Bob Hudak; Vector 40.
First place in Classic Bob McDonald; Strathmore PA
.40 Lite.
Bill Werwage flying Bob McDonald’s P-47.

First-place in Expert, Bob McDonald; P-47 PA .75.
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Second place in Intermediate, Nelson Erbs;
Cardinal, LA .46.

Second place ARF Eric Keller; Pathfinder 2.

Second place in OTS, Eric Keller; Viking.
Third place in ARF, Bill Stewart, Pathfinder 2;
Double Star .54.

Third place in Profile, Dennis Thomas, and the
Banchee Brodak .40.

Till ext Time Fly Stunt.SN

First place OTS, Phil Spillman; Stunt Wagon LA .46.

First place Profile, Bob McDonald; Perogee Aero
Tiger .36.

Delaware, District of Columbia,
Maryland, North Carolina, Virginia
WELL, I HOPE its been a great summer
for everybody out there in district IV.
Building season is just around the corner,
but I still have a couple of contests to
report from summer and almost the whole
district will be down in Huntersville North
Carolina this October for the 30th
anniversary of their fantastic contest.
In a programming note for the district
members who travel, be aware that the
King Orange International has had to
move its location back to the old site in
Starke, Florida after the unfortunate loss
of their awesome field in St Augustine.
At this time the loss of the “Field of
Dreams” site looks permanent, but, maybe
the X-47 guys can pull a rabbit out of the
hat and regain that site or another
equivalent location. It would have not
taken long for a massive migration of dist
IV guys to St Augustine every winter, the
place was so good…I guess the only
positive thing is that the giant snakes Bill
Hodges told me inhabit the Field of
Dreams are unlikely to eat any stunt flyers
if nobody is there.

District IV
By Steve Fitton

At the end of July a couple of guys
from Virginia and Maryland drove north
on I-95 to the annual Philly contest. After
several consecutive years of being blasted
off the field by violent thunderstorms, the
weather gods relented and perfect weather
prevailed all weekend.
Bub Reese, Tim Stagg and myself had a
great time with all the Philly guys at their
field at Neshaminy State Park right off of
the interstate. It’s always an excellent trip
to make for the guys in Maryland or
Northern VA, just a couple of hours.

Tim Stagg’s E-powered Tsunami waits for its turn on
the Expert circle at Philly.

Bub Reese holding his Stalker .46-powered OTS
entry.
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Bub skirts the lower limit of level flight on an OTS
official at the Philly contest.

Tim Stagg’s Tsunami climbs up to the level laps after
takeoff.

Tim working the handle as he maneuvers his way
through a flight in Expert.

A bit earlier in July, William Davis made
a road trip down to the previously
mentioned Field of Dreams X-47 site
before it was closed. There he me up with
the north Florida gang and proceeded to
have a great time flying stunt in the warm
weather.
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William Davis drove down to St. Augustine to do
some flying! Here, TJ Weedman, Tom Weedman,
Ron Sharpton, Curtis Comer, Jim Catavenis and
William are enjoying a great day at the model field.
William Davis photo.

Another traveling district member was
Phil Spillman, when he ventured from
his new home in Virginia back to his old
haunts in District 3 at the Cleveland
Stunt Championships.
It was a trip worth the effort, as in one
day’s flying Phil garnered a 1st in OTS,
3rd in Classic, 2nd in Profile, and a 1st in
ARF/ARC. That’s a pretty productive
day and my hat’s off to Phil for such a
great job on the road!
’Ol Spillman did pretty good for
himself a few weeks before at the Jim
Coll Memorial contest up in Hurlock
Maryland as well. He came away with a
3rd in OTS there and another 3rd in
Profile(expert).
Bub Reese came down from
Hagerstown and placed first in
Profile(advanced), and John Tate came in
third in the same event.
Northern Virginia’s Dick Houser
placed second in OTS, and Scott Richlen
picked up the first place trophy in Profile
(expert).
Nice work by all you guys! This
year’s Jim Coll event suffered a bit due
to a gloomy weather forecast that largely
turned out to be true. Rain came on and
off on Saturday, although everybody was
able to fly.
Sunday ended as a washout as light
rains early quickly turned into a deluge
with thunder and lightning thrown in for
good measure.
It’s a shame because this contest has a
really nice venue with some of the
cleanest air to fly in this side of Muncie.
Hopefully next year the weather will
be better and we can start to see some
more turnout-the facilities are easily
capable of handling Huntersville sized
contests, and it would be nice to see an
event of that magnitude up there.
Be sure to come out next August for
this one!

A view of the pit area at the Jim Coll contest on
Saturday. Scott Richlen photo.

Dick Houser receives the second-place OTS trophy
from Jim Coll’s widow, Ann. Scott Richlen photo.

Scott Richlen is awarded the first-place trophy in
Expert Profile by Ann Coll. Scott Richlen photo.

Tim Stagg’s E-powered P-47 is derived from a
Brodak P-40. Scott Richlen photo.

We wrap up this time with the NVCLs
fall contest in Northern Virginia. This
year the NVCL guys have had to do
tremendous work just to even hope to have
a contest, with the flooding damage from
both hurricane Irene and tropical storm
Lee completely washing out the dirt road
leading to the site.
With herculean efforts from the club
members and the park service, they got it
fixed. The weather forecast looked
dreadful with very heavy rains forecast,
but other than some light rain and low
clouds the contest went off without a
hitch, and the sun even came out by trophy
presentation.
The field was in top condition, and the
NVCL guys ran things smoothly. The
contest featured OTS and the Pampa
classes, with Phil Spillman winning OTS
and Scott Richlen coming in second, OTS
(beginner) being won by Dave Reichad,
Intermediate being won by Jack Rosemere
with John Murphy coming in second,
Advanced being won by Al Reed, with
John Tate coming in second and John
Lindberg getting third, and Expert being
won by Tim Stagg, second to Phill
Spillman, and third going to Scott Richlen.
Special congrats go to Tim Stagg for
what I believe may be his first victory in
Expert, and another nod goes out to Al
Reed, who I hope gets the boot to expert
very soon!
Another bit of recognition must go to
Dave Reyes, who as mentioned in an
earlier column is dealing with a very
serious illness. He has recuperated enough
to be present at the contest and brought his
outstanding RoJett 61 powered Hurricane
along with him. I hope you will add to my
prayers that he make a complete recovery
as soon as possible.
Till next time, be safe and have fun.
See ya at Huntersville! SN

Tim Stagg talks with the gang in the pits while Al
Reed scans the horizon for the forecast rain (which
never showed). John Tate photo.

John Lindburg collects his Advanced 3rd place
trophy from CD Dick Houser. Scott Richlen photo

Artie Jessup starts his Nobler while Phil Spillman
holds. John Tate photo.

John Murphy with his modified Profile Cardinal. John
Tate photo.

Dave Reyes’s RoJett-powered Hurricane is ready to
go up at the Northern Virginia Stuntfest. Scott
Richlen photo.

Al Reed fires up his ST .60-powered Patternmaster.
John Tate photo.

Some of the NVCL club’s snazzier dressers are
featured here as Scott collects his third place trophy
in Expert. Note Dick Houser rocking the 1950’s
garrison cap while, in a nod to muddy conditions,
Scott ditches his customary ice cream man pants for
some jeans. It was reported that Al Reed, a man
who knows something about his uniform, err, clothes
being perfect, was shocked to the core to see Scott
not wearing the white trousers! Scott Richlen photo.

One parting shot: a closeup of Tim Stagg’s Tsunami
in flight.
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District V

Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi,
Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Tennessee

By Eric Viglione
WEATHER! Everyone got some: good,
bad, and otherwise! We ducked the first
hurricane, but we sure got plenty of rain
and wind from it, and from the following
several storms behind it. I’ll be surprised
if I still remember how to fly by the time it
clears up around here.
I hope you all fared well in the storms,
and assume so since I haven’t heard
otherwise from anyone in District V so far,
but you never know.
Sad ews: Owen Richards passed away
Wednesday, July 27, at the Tidewell
Hospice in Ellenton FL. As some of you
may know from my previous columns, and
Owen’s own writings here in Stunt ews
on the subject of Flying the Pattern, Owen
had been experiencing severe health
problems these last few months.
This trip to the hospital was to be his
last. Paul Sequira and I got to visit with
Owen the day before he passed, and I’m
very glad we pushed to go when we did.
He wasn’t what you would call very
responsive, but I could see signs he knew
we were there, and we passed on the good
wishes of all his friends as best we could.
Owen’s passing hit me harder than I
expected. We all knew he had serious
health problems, but he always seemed to
fight his way back from the brink. We’d
even tease him about using up another one
of his nine lives, and I think we got into a
bit of casual denial.
Owen had been regaining some of his
lost skills and fought his way back to
flying a full pattern again after his stroke.
His energy level was returning until a
routine procedure to fix some leaky stents
turned into a long string of bad-to-worse
conditions leading to his unfortunate
passing. So, this columnist’s advice to
y’all is to enjoy your friends in good
health and never take them for granted.
Owen was an avid builder. He, like
most of us, had accumulated a lot of
modeling related items over the years. Not
too many years ago, Owen had me
liquidate some of his rarer stuff on “that
auction site” for him, but still had quite the
collection of not only Control Line
stunters (over 30 full fuselage planes with
ST.46’s, ST.60’s, etc!), but also a
collection of IMAC and pattern RC ships,
engines, etc.
My soapbox moment here is to keep
our significant others in mind and have a
plan for all our “stuff” if or when we are
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“done” with it, so to speak. In Owen’s
case, we belong to a great club, and they
are going to trailer the lion’s share of his
stuff to sell at the Perry, Georgia, show
this year for his widow, Louise Richards.
If you go to Perry, you might just find
some CL bargains and end up with a
memento of Owen.
I’m certain I speak for all who knew
Owen well when I say that he will be truly
missed. Goodbye, my friend.

Eric Viglione and Owen Richards taking a lunch
break, courtesy Owen’s wife Lou, in Owen’s RV at a
Huntersville NC contest.

Owen Richards with his then new Zilch-X from an
Umland kit. I will always remember Owen this way,
showing up excited to fly with yet another new build.
Owen let me fly this plane when new, and it was a
great OTS plane.

Owen with his then-new Viking, ST .46.

As I reported in my last column, the
Smith brothers, Wayne and Jim, along
with Wayne’s grandson Sam Neibel, all
built new Electric Tracers for the 2011
Nationals.
I also told the tale of woe and ensuing
Muncie gremlins. What I have for you
this issue is some updated info.
They have repaired the damaged
planes, and then in an attempt to lighten
them, they stripped and MonoKoted the
planes. This was a successful experiment
which brought them down to 65 ounces
ready to fly (yes, with battery).
I had the opportunity to fly Jim’s a
couple of times while helping re-trim
them. The power to weight ratio is much
improved, and they should be good to go
once they get through some retrimming
and electronic issues.
One last bit of info that had me waiting
to submit this column is the FAI F2B US
Team Trials, which are now in the
history books.
Huge thanks to our District V
member, Derek Barry, for stepping up to
ED the event in Muncie.
Also, a big congrats to all who made
the team, and especially our District V
pilots, Orestes Hernandez and Bill Rich,
for making the team in third place and
first alternate, respectively.
This certainly was no easy task in a
tough field. Also, special thanks goes out
to Allen Brickhaus and Derek Barry for
the following pictures!

Stan Powell tooks his Tempest to the Team Trials,
but ended up saving the day by volunteering to
judge when Mark Overmier became ill.

Bill Rich readies his Stunt weapon for a flight.
Dale Barry has the pilots drawing the infamous ping-pong balls for circles and flight order.

Dale Barry discusses the finer points of judging with
the “Bear.”
The gang takes it all in as Derek gets things into the
computer.

Stan checks his neutral.

Orestes takes his Shark for a swim.
Josias Delgado gives Orestes Hernandez a smooth
launch.

Randy Smith of Aero Products mugs it up with our
newest Junior WC pilot, Matt Colan.

Our FAI team: Congrats to District V for a good
showing once again!
Bill Rich takes it all in at the FAI weigh-in at the AMA
Headquarters building.

Neither rain nor sleet nor snow … could keep our
intrepid judges away.

Until next time, See ’ya on the circle! SN

November/December 2011 85

District VI
By Allen Brickhaus

Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Missouri

The half-scale Howard Hughes H-1 Racer was unveiled at AMA’s 75th Anniversary party which was held the
weekend immediately following the Control Line portion of the 2011 AMA US Nationals. I used my camera for
the first time to capture the H-1 in flight and have that video stored on my computer.

Robert Shaw of Florida and Charlie Reeves of
Paducah, Kentucky, relax during the AMA 2011
Nats.

THIS ISSUE will cover pictures of
District VI pilots or visitors from out of
district during the Nats or 75th AMA
Anniversary the following weekend.
By the way, thanks to Bob Hunt and
Liz Helms and the work you input to
allow Stunt ews to be the fine journal
that it is. SN

Sister ships, the Plano with Joe Reinhard (L), and
the Olympus with Allen Brickhaus (R), were finally
reunited after some 40 years. The Plano was flown
by its designer Wim Cator plus Paul Tupker, while
the Olympus was designed, built, and flown by Louis
van den Hout.

Bob Brookins (L) and Charlie Reeves (R) kibitz
during the OTS and Classic unofficial events at the
2011 Nats. Bob has done a wonderful job in
managing these events as well as Intermediate. Bob
is stepping down from OTS and Classic and Darrell
Harvin is stepping into his shoes. Darrell better know
how to dance the OTS/Classic two-step. Darrell has
done this job before in Lubbock in 1994, and he will
do a fine job next year.

Allen Goff practices with his PA .75-powered Petra
at the 75th Anniversary.
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Charlie Bauer, our AMA District VI AMA Vice
President, was adjusting and learning to fly his new
Cessna 336 Skymaster at the 75th AMA Anniversary
party. New models do take some time to get
trimmed and flying well. Good luck to Charlie with
this neat Profile model. Charlie lost his four-motor
TWA Constellation model during the Control Line
Scale portion of the 2011 Nats.

Charlie Reeves and Randy Smith are intent on a
flight at the 2011 Nats in Muncie.

Ryan Young’s model waits for its turn on
the circle.

“Big Art” Adamisin visited the troops at the 2011
Nationals. Art is a great help to so many.

Kenny Stevens Jr. and Kenny Stevens Sr. take in
early practice time with Junior’s Stunt model while
also preparing for Scale.

Matthew Colan, Samuel Niebel and Ryan Young are shown with their supportive grandfathers.

Crist Rigotti readies his electric-powered Protroma
during the Nationals in Muncie this past summer.

Allen Brickhaus and Allen Goff discuss events of the
week at the banquet.
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David Fitzgerald, his Thunder Gazer, and the Walker
Trophy appear together at the Finals on Saturday
morning at the close of the Nats.

On Finals Day we see here from left to right: Richard Oliver’s model with a broken lead out, Derek Barry
(standing), David Fitzgerald (Walker Trophy recipient, kneeling), Paul Walker, Ryan Young (kneeling) and
Brett Buck.

Mike McHenry and Roger Wildman at the banquet.
Larry Lindburg and Jim Renkar enjoy the banquet
on Saturday night following the Finals.

Mike McHenry readies his Japanese Zero during a
practice session on the “L” pad.

Francisco Fontenelle enjoys the Nats and has
attended often from overseas.
Stan Powell and Gene Martine enjoy some time
together at the city circles in Muncie.

Wes Eakin and Eric Taylor are deep in thought at
the banquet.
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A closer look at Kenny Stevens’ SVe-22 at the
Appearance Point venue.

Roger Wildman lays out his lines for his Davis
Special in a practice session on the AMA site.

Matt Neumann’sgreat-looking Stuka shows off its
finish under the lights at the One-Eighty building
during Appearance Point judging.

Mike Stinson, of the Louisville area, won
Intermediate and received the free ticket to fly
Advanced. He designed and built this ship and with
it won Intermediate.

Michael Schmitt and your columnist worked very
hard to get Bob Giadini’s Eclipse published in the
August 2011 issue of Model Aviation.

Allen Goff’s Petra at the One-Eighty Building. This
very nice venue hosts the Appearance Point judging
each year.

Here is Dennis Vander Kurr’s well-finished, PA .65powered, Brodak Legacy.

Wesley Dick of Fort Wayne, Indiana, brought his Bill
Werwage-inspired Stunter to the Nats.

Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota,
Wisconsin
I WOULD LIKE to start this month’s
column out with a note that I received
from Keith Sandburg via regular mail
while I was home this summer. Keith
writes:
“Hi John, Seems like I’m going down a
road that you’ve already traveled. After I
got back from the Sig contest my four year
old daughter told me she wanted a plane
of her own.
It had to be pink with rainbows,
butterflies, Care Bears and puppy dogs. So
as you can probably guess I built one and
she helped as much as her attention span
would allow.
“Most of her ‘help’ was in the building
advice and putting on the stickers
departments. Anyways, I thought you
might like to see what the next generation
of control line pilots look like and if you

Bob “Sparky” Storick returned to the Nats with his
very nice P-47 model.

District VII
By John Paris

need some filler for your section
of Stunt ews a shot or two
would be cool. Thanks, Keith
Sandburg.”
Getting something like this is
great. It shows that young people
are interested in the airplanes and
flying, and this hobby is a great
opportunity for family to spend
some quality time in the
workshop doing things together.
Below are the pictures that Keith
sent along. While I am not a big
fan of pink, I think that whole
package works and has front row
potential.
Outboard top view of Rachel Sandberg’s
new airplane. Note the pilot. (Sandburg
photo)
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Here’s an inboard top view of Rachel’s new airplane.
(Sandburg photo)

As I mentioned, I was home for a little
while this summer and was able make two
CL events. The first was the annual CL
Fun Fly at Radio Control Club of Detroit.
The day was near perfect and the field was
in good shape.
Michael and I swung over to pick up
Jim Morway and we made the trip to the
field. I pulled down my ARF Oriental, a
Flitestreak, and Michael’s Cardinal for the
day’s flying. The equipment worked well
and we had a good time visiting with
friends.
The second event was the Flint,
Michigan, leg of the Tour d’ Michigan.
Again, a good time was had by all, and
Michael even managed to take the first
place trophy for the stunt event. While
neither of these events is hardcore stunt
gatherings, they both are certainly helpful

in spreading the word about stunt in the
community.
I am seeing some of these guys starting
to appear at our local contests, as well as
some of the larger ones. I see this as
another way to help promote our special
interest within this hobby and help us
maintain our numbers and even grow a bit.
The same can be said for the Kilsdonk
Memorial Fly-in, as it gives us all a
chance to get together.
I had to return prior to the Signal
Seekers’ Michigan Control Line
Championships so I was unable to attend
this year. I heard that things went well but
did not receive a formal report. Randy
Ryan had other family obligations this
year and was unable to host the weenie
roast and fun fly at his house. Samantha

The pilots of the TDM at Flint. (Paris photo)

And finally, here’s Keith’s beautiful daughter Rachel
with her new custom airplane. (Sandburg photo)
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The pilots of the John Kilsdonk Memorial Fun Fly-in. (Sawicki photo)

Hines was present at this contest, as well,
and locked up the Junior award. The
following are some pictures from that
event:

Group shot of the pilots on Sunday. (Sawicki photo)

Samantha Hines flies while her dad, Steve, helps
with the Pattern sequence. (Sawicki photo)
Here’s the OTS, Classic, and Profile lineup on Day 1
of Michigan CL Championships. (Sawicki photo)

Corey says that you don’t need a car to get to the
field and shows a “greener” way to get there.
(Sawicki photo)

Gary Lutz has been visiting his sister in Michigan for
the last few years and attends this contest while he
is here. (Sawicki photo)

Here’s Samantha with her colorful Ringmaster.
(Sawicki photo)

Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, Texas
HERE WE GO again, the last column
for 2011. No news from outside the
Dallas/Fort Worth area, so you will have
to put up with “hometown news” and
other esoteric trivia!
The Dallas club ran its annual Charles
Ash contest over the Labor Day weekend.
It was nice to see contestants from every
state in District 8, plus a few hardy souls
from Arizona. There was a good turnout
of stunt fliers. Unfortunately, the weather
wasn’t as cooperative as we would have
liked. It started out okay for Old Time on
Saturday morning, but by the time we got
to Classic it was getting really rough.
Sunday we didn’t even get the early
morning air. It was really tough
conditions from the start. Only the brave

That is about all I have for the column
this time around. Building season should
be in full swing by the time you see this.
Good luck with your projects for the
winter. I know that I will be doing another
electrified Vector 40 for Michael and a
Stalker-powered Score, as well. SN

District VIII
By Don Hutchinson

risked it, and a few models did smite the
pavement in the process!
Results and photos were posted in the
stunt forums right after Labor Day and,
as you can surmise, I am not real big on
lots of photos, so there are none from this
event here. For any of ya’ll planning to
fly at our Garland site in the future, we
are going to get the circles resealed again
which should be complete by the time
you are reading this. That should have
them in good shape again for several
years.
The “T” Bird saga continues! After
recovering and painting it again and
applying the clear it looked awful, so I
sanded on it ‘til I got it reasonably

smooth, then repainted the colors. It is
now ready again for clear.
I was going to have Bill Wilson blast it
with automotive clear but that makes
repairs difficult, so I will risk it and shoot
clear butyrate again. An observation: one
can sand a doped model for eternity and
only remove .3 of an ounce of weight! I
think when you paint, the weight goes
deep inside the structure and hides there!
Photos next time.
Tom iebuhr has added another service
to his Blue Sky Models business. He now
can cut custom graphics, masks, and
decals to your style. He can do this in any
True Type font, and there are hundreds of
them available. Give Tom a call at 469-
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487-1256, or e-mail him at
blueskymodels@mypbmail.com. Check
out his website at
www.blueskymodels.net.
Flora and I went up to Minnesota in
August where we met up with my old
flying buds for lunch. One of the leaders
of the group sent the following to the St
Paul newspaper:
Members of a 1940’s model airplane
group known as the St. Paul Piston
Pushers will meet at O’Gara’s grill on
Thursday August 18th to share lunch and
memories. I thought you might find this
story of interest.
St Paul Piston Pushers Highlights: 1945They were a group of teenagers, mostly
from the Midway area of St. Paul, who
had grown up hearing stories of aviation
pioneers. They had relatives and family

District IX
By Carl Shoup

friends who had served in various flying
branches of our armed services. Many
had studied aircraft identification and
had built identification models for the
civil defense program. They knew the
Mustangs, thunderbolts, Me 109’s, Zeros,
Wildcats, Liberators and Fortresses.
The war was over and miniature
gasoline engines were back on the hobby
shop shelves. This was just what they
were waiting for, and they went into gas
powered airplane building with a
passion. Many were part of model
airplane clubs in St. Paul but they wanted
to be part of an elite group that had
qualifications for membership. Thus was
born a small group known as the St. Paul
Piston Pushers.
They spent countless hours in
basement workshops and participating in
contests all over Minnesota and Iowa and
in ational events as far away as Kansas
City and Detroit. They also became

leaders in the Youth in Aviation
movement, teaching model building and
leading other clubs over the next fifteen
or so years.
Many of those Piston Pushers followed
careers in aviation, aero space and
engineering, owned their own airplanes,
started businesses and some still fly
models. Kids with a common interest
sixty six years ago and friends forever!
—Keith Lightfoot
I had one more item but this is getting
rather long, so I will save it for the next
column. Instead, I will sign out with a
knockoff of the famous Carnation Milk
contest jingle, revised of course to apply
to model airplanes. SN
Rubber models are best of all
No fuel to mix, no stooge to haul
No lines to pull, no props to pitch
Just wind and launch the, um, er, model

Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, North
Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming

o column in this issue. SN

District X
By Jim Hoffman
DOUGLAS BARTO AWARD: The
following report is from Cleon Lingwood:
Walt Ghio of Stockton, California, is the
winner of the 2011 Douglas E. Barton
Sportsman of the Year Award. This award
is presented annually by California
PAMPA members
to recognize outstanding service, support,
and promotion of control line stunt
competition and sport flying.
Walt has been a member of the
Stockton Gas Model Association for many
years. He has run and participated in local,
regional, national, and international
contests. He flies free flight, indoor and
outdoor rubber-powered aircraft and has
competed internationally with USA World
Teams in FAI F1B Rubber Power and F1C
Engine Power events. He is known to be
one of the few fliers at the World Free
Flight level who still builds his own
airplanes.
In addition, Walt has also flown in
Northern California WAM and AMA
Control Line events. Most recently, he
stepped up as a Control Line Contest
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Arizona, California, Guam, Hawaii,
Nevada, Utah
Director for WAM and AMA
sanctioned events presented by
the Woodland-Davis
Aeromodelers in Northern
California.
Because of his lengthy
background and especially for
his continuing support of control
line contest activities, Walt Ghio
is truly deserving of the
nomination and your vote as
Sportsman of the Year.
ew Airplanes: Both Robin
Sizemore and Bob Whitely have
recently completed and flown
new competition stunt ships.
Robin’s is a classic legal Jim
Van Loo semi-scale Chipmunk. I
saw its maiden flight and
witnessed wings level and a near
perfect upright/inverted motor
run on flight number one. It
usually takes most of us a bit of
effort to get to that point. Power
is an OS .46 LA.

Robin Sizemore and his Jim Van Loo-designed Chipmunk.

itself as the fastest
climbing propeller
driven airplane in the
world, setting several
records in time-toclimb and achieve
specific altitudes. Bob
corresponded and
shared photos with
Left: Here’s another view if
Robin Sizemore’s
Chipmunk.

Rick Green and Jack Comer with Jack’s J.D. Falcon.

Bob Whitely and his Oracle Turbo
Raven left and above.

Bob built a semi-scale Oracle Turbo
Raven. The full scale airplane is (was) a
one-of-a-kind aerobatic show plane. It is
most unique in that it was turboprop
powered and could reverse the prop pitch
in flight.
The Oracle Turbo Raven had a very
high thrust to weight ratio and established

pilot/owner Wayne Handley.
The full-scale plane was
destroyed during a low altitude
loop. The engine flamed out as
Wayne was bringing the
propeller out of reverse and he was unable
to attain the speed necessary to flare for
landing.
The airplane was destroyed and Wayne
was severely injured, but he has since
made a complete recovery.
Whittier arrows Flying Site: Over the

Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon,
Washington

years there have been actions by the Army
Corps of Engineers (which owns the land
and leases it to the LA Co. Parks Dept.).
It has considered making changes that
could impact the CL flying site. John
Wright has done a good job of keeping us
all posted on such issues. The publishing
cycle does not permit this column from
being an effective carrier of recent events.
If you are interested, please ask John
(jowrightpe@hotmail.com) to put you on
his email list.
FAI Team Selection: The FAI team trials
were held in Muncie just before this
column’s submittal date. District X was
well represented. Brett Buck, Dave
Fitzgerald, and Bob Whitely all competed.
Warren Tiahrt helped Bob and Walt
Menges judged. Dave Fitzgerald, Paul
Walker, and Orestes Hernandez will
represent the USA at next year’s world
championship. Atta boy, guys! SN

District XI
By Bruce Hunt

o column in this issue. SN
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Contests
KARL MARSCHINKE MEMORIAL CL CONTEST - SANCTION # 10-1769
HOST: CHOLLA CHOPPERS MAC, AMA#1989
Tucson, AZ
RESULTS
CLPA 24-Sept-11
OLD TIME STUNT
FLIER
AMA#
Rnd 1
Rnd 2
1 B. KLAPINSKI
7531
315.5
312.5
2 L. WOLGAST
7442
246.5
311.5
3 J. HOFFMAN
59362
306.5
299.0
4 L.BLACK
5900
299.5
296.0
5 G. ALLISON
5715
283.5
255.5
6 K. GULLIFORD
930
270.0
255.5
7 E. CAPITANELLI
5715
254.0
PASS
7 R. SIZEMORE
70985
254.0
154.5
8 S. HOLT
753562
245.5
PASS
9 L. CORBETT
757257
243.5
182.5
10 R. GRITZO
357804
241.5
205.0

CLASSIC
FLIER
1 L. BLACK
2 L. WOLGAST
3 J. HOFFMAN
4 J. CALLENTINE
5 R. SIZEMORE
6 G. ALLISON
7 R. GREEN
8 R. GRITZO
9 N. LEMAK

CLPA 25-Sept-11
ADVANCED
FLIER
1 L. CORBETT
2 R. GREEN
3 N. LEMAK
4 G. ALLISON

EXPERT
FLIER
1 L. WOLGAST
2 J. HOFFMAN
3 L. BLACK
4 J. CALLENTINE
5 W. TIAHRT
6 R. SIZEMORE

AMA#
5900
7442
59362
720292
70985
5715
102324
357804
209256

AMA#
757257
102324
209256
5715

AMA#
7442
59362
5900
720292
1751
70985

Rnd 1
549.5
576.5
562.5
516.5
527.0
476.5
435.0
449.5
424.0

Rnd 1
434.0
425.0
421.0
308.5

Rnd 1
522.0
533.5
531.5
517.5
516.0
460.5

Rnd 2
577.5
202.0
563.0
546.0
539.5
282.5
475.5
469.0
452.5

Rnd 2
451.5
433.0
412.0
409.0

Rnd 2
536.5
530.5
531.5
507.0
496.0
495.0

September 24-25, 2012
CD: Lou Crane, AMA23139
CARRIER 24 & 25-Sept-11
PROFILE
FLIER
AMA#
1 B. BROKAW
206
2 E. CONLEY
31579

Event

Score
362.32
332.85

.15 CARRIER
FLIER
1 E. CONLEY
2 B. BROKAW

AMA#
31579
206

Event
Electric
Glow

Score
290.60
250.47

CLASS I & II COMBINED
FLIER
1 B. BROKAW
2 E. CONLEY

AMA#
Event
206 Class I
31579 Class II

Score
466.28
431.61

SPORTMAN PROFILE CARRIER
FLIER
AMA#
1 Russ Gritzo
357804

Event

Score
200.85

NOSTALGIA CARRIER
FLIER
1 T. KRAVER
2 K. TROSTLE
3 B. BROKAW
4 B. BROKAW
5 T. KRAVER
6 T. KRAVER

AMA#
Event
542 Class II
3533 Class I
206 Profile
206 Class I
542 Class I
542 Profile

Score
489.72
537.23
376.58
214.31
286.60
172.56

CLPA 25-Sept-11
NOSTALGIA 30
FLIER
1 W. TIAHRT
2 L. CORBETT

AMA#
1751
757257

Rnd 1
530.0
475.0

Rnd 2
Pass
442.0

BEGINNER
FLIER
1 Steve Mills

AMA#
1836

Rnd 1
186.5

Rnd 2
Pass

INTERMEDIATE
FLIER
1 Russ Gritzo

AMA#
357804

Rnd 1
399.0

Rnd 2
411.0

1/2A COMBAT
75MPH COMBAT
F2D (FAI) COMBAT
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RESULTS

No entries
No entries
No entries

Score %
90.30%
89.10%
79.30%
61.80%
47.50%
36.30%
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REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT: VSC-XXIV (24) March 13 – 17, 2012 (Five Days)
Please complete ALL sections including AMA #, EMail Address, Banquet Choice, and Signature (required)
NAME: ___________________________________________________________ AMA # ______________________
STREET: ______________________________CITY: _____________________STATE: ________ Zip ___________
EMAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________ License Plate # and State: __________________
Needed if you would like entry conformation

(Only if staying in park overnight)

FOR ANY AND ALL EVENTS: I hereby certify that I have read all information accompanying the entry form, and that the
model(s) entered by me will be built by me (if required) and flown in compliance with the current Competition Regulations
(both AMA and PAMPA), and will previously have been successfully flight tested and proved to be airworthy in
accordance with the Official AMA Safety Code.
Signature: __________________________________________________
EVENTS ENTERED:
OTS @ $20.00 _________

(Tues. 13th – Wed. 14th)

IGN @ $20.00 _________

(Tues. 13th – Wed. 14th)

CLS @ $20.00 _________

(Thru. 15th – Sat. 17th)

ARF’s. ARC’s. Purchased, or Borrowed models are allowed in all event, but, models entered in Classic receive a zero (0)
for appearance points. For details refer to the Cholla Chopper web site; www.ccmaconline.org (See Item #1)
BANQUET ________________________ @ $26.00 _____________ (Sat Night the 17th)
Please provide names of attendees: _______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

Entry Must be Received Not Later Than Friday March 2, 2012
Make Checks Payable to JIM HOFFMAN (EMail windswept4@cox.net)
Mail to: 2658 W. Montgomery Drive, Chandler, AZ 85224
(Cholla Chopper Web Site: www.ccmaconline.org
1) VSC 24 Headquarters Hotel is the Riverpark Inn (520-239-2300) at 22nd street & I-10. Access is from the frontage road going South
along I-10. I-10 is now open in both directions making it easier to get to the hotel. Mention Vintage Stunt when making your
reservations. To get the room rate ($70 plus 13% tax & $2 bed charge per night) reservations must be made by February 13th, 2012.
Rates change after two (2) people per room.
2) All contestants entering VSC are required to sign the entry form where indicated. A builder of the model rule, as it applies to VSC, is
included in the current Competition Regulations for VSC and is posted on the Cholla Chopper Web Site. Please read it if you have not
already done so. Pull Test for Old Time and Classic Stunt will be per the current AMA rules for Control Line Precision Aerobatics. (10g
pull test based on the weight of the model). Scoring for Classic will be per the 2007 – 2008 rules for Control Line Precision Aerobatics.
This means pattern points will be included in the scoring.
3) During the two official flight days for Old Time and Old Time Ignition (March 13 &14), the two unused grass circles will be reserved
for Old Time and Old Time Ignition practicing until 10:00AM. No Classic practice flights will be permitted on these two circles (at the
contest site) before 10:00AM these two days (Tuesday & Wednesday) unless the ignition stunt competition ends early. If ignition stunt
ends early, that grass circle is open for practice to any and all competitors. The asphalt circle not used for Old Time competition (circle
#1) is reserved for Classic practice both days of Old Time Competition until 10:00AM. After 10:00AM all the unused circles are open for
practice to any and all competitors. The rules for Old Time Stunt are per the current PAMPA rules. This means Builder of the Model
(BOM) get a 5 point bonus. The no flap bonus is reduced to 5 points from 10 points.
4) There will be three days of Classic competition at VSC 24; one round each day using all three asphalt circles. The two highest
scores will be added together for the final score and placing. Classic Stunt official flights will start no latter than 7:30AM each day
(Thursday - Saturday; March 15 - 17) with the pilots meeting taking place at 7:00AM each day. Because of the early start the Classic
flight order will be posted at the Riverpark Inn during appearance judging Wednesday March 14th.
th
5) The Dinner and Awards Banquet will take place Saturday night March 17 at the Riverpark Inn located at 350 S. Freeway (I-10 at
22nd Street). Cash Bar at 5:00PM; Dinner is scheduled for 6:30PM.

6) The Cholla Chopper web site is: www.ccmaconline.org. Additional important information is posted there and can be printed,
downloaded, or both. You should visit the web site and carefully read all the information provided. Please go to the site and download
a full copy of the VSC 24 Flyer. Call Robin Sizemore (520-749-4434), Lou Wolgast (520-749-1812), or Jim Hoffman (480-897-0630)
if you do not have internet access.
7) If you plan to stay in Christopher Columbus Park over night, fill in the State and License Plate number of your RV, Camper, etc.; the
State if different from the address. We need to know this information so that we can provide it to Tucson Parks and Rec. which will
keep the authorities from knocking on your camper door at 11PM.
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Appearance Point
Joe Adamusko’s

Ninety
Spitfire
I EARLY OVEMBER of 2006 I was sitting
around Windy Urtnowski’s workshop admiring
his beautiful Ferrari red Novanta, when the idea
of a .90-powered Spitfire Stunt ship was blurted
out. That was all that was needed to get the
wheels of our Stunt model industry turning. My
friend Dave Downey agreed to accommodate
our specifications for a dihedral Stunt wing and
a general Spitfire layout. Within a few weeks
the wings were under construction, and Windy
was laying out his design of the raw box
Joe’s Spitfire is 740-square inches of
fuselage structures.
elliptical-winged beauty.
All sorts of miscellaneous details were under
consideration. What size and shape spinner to
work around? How low should the wing be
located in the fuselage? It was determined that
the leadout wires must exit the wingtip at the center line, and the
bellcrank must be mounted high in the wing.
Did we want a high-back or a low-back bubble canopy version? What
about the rudder shape? There were just so many different looks you can
Model Name: The Ninety Spitfire
give a Spitfire that it boggles the imagination. Eventually we settled on
Designers: Windy Urtnowski, David Downey, and
the version shown here, with the only exception being the choice of
Joe Adamusko (Circa 2007)
completely different paint schemes.
Construction type: built-up wing and fuselage
The nearly scale elliptical wing is of a built-on-rods, C-tube type
Wingspan: 647/8 inches, 720 square inches of
construction, utilizing 22 laser-cut main chord ribs and 18 leading edge
half ribs. The wing is designed with 1 inch of dihedral at each tip, and
area
swept-forward, full-span flaps with maximum area concentration
Stab span: 231/5 inches, 144 square inches of
outboard of prop blast.
area
The ribs are laser-cut from 1/16-sheet C-grain balsa, spars are ¼ square
Length: 501/2 inches
balsa sticks with rock hard maple shaped spar jointers serving as a mount
Moment arms: Nose moment: 91/2 inches, tail
for the four inch bellcrank. The open bay wing is sheeted with 3/32 balsa,
moment: 21 inches
with ammonia molded 3/32 balsa used for the spherically curved leading
edge sheeting. The wing landing gear leg mounting system is a torsion
Weight dry: Benched trimmed, balanced, and
box leg type with port opening wire hold-down covers. The wingtips are
ready to fuel: 72 ounces
shaped from balsa blocks and incorporate a built-in tip weight box and
Power package: Engine: RoJett BSRE .90 with
adjustable lead out guide, with the leadout wires exiting the tip center
custom-made Scott Dinger header muffler
line.
Tank: Handmade custom uniflow vented type, of
1
The raw fuselage box is constructed using /8 balsa sheet sides with
61/2-ounce capacity
cross C-grain formers, and a central top horizontal spine. The sides of the
1
Propeller (type and size): Wood 2-B Rev-Up 16 x
nose section are doubled with /16 plywood, and the engine crutch is
made from ¾ x ½-inch rock-hard maple bearers with a carbon-fiber
4.5
upper tank shim structural member. The high back and top nose blocks
Finish: Brodak dope
are made from ammonia-soaked 1/8-balsa sheet formed over fuselage
Line length: .018 dia. stranded wire 66 feet – 6
cross sectioned molding bucks. The cowl is a bolt-on, carbon-fiber lay-up
inch in length, using a custom control handle with
secured with an integral nose ring location pin.
45/8 line spacing and 15/8 inch overhang
The cockpit acetate canopy is a custom-made Malcolm-hood type,
with a handmade dummy pilot and instrument detailing. The fin is built

Specifications:
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up from 1/16 sheet with internal ribs, and the rudder is an
airfoiled, open-bay design built over a sheet-balsa spine.
The stab is made from prime ¼-inch balsa C-grain sheet hand
and jig sanded to airfoil shape and contour, with epoxy glass
cloth center reinforcement. The rudder is a hinged “wiggly” type
connected by ball link and horn to the outboard elevator.
The wing, stab, and fuselage tail cone assembly are detachable
from the fuselage by removing a series of 4-40 hex-head cap
screws from fuselage bulkheads fitted with blind nuts.
The model can be broken down into a series of accessory parts
for maintenance, adjustment, storage, or convenience of
transport. The finishing of individual parts on a large model such
as this Spitfire, proved to be workshop friendly. The take-apart
joint areas require fit and finish attention, as does the
alignment of the wing, stab, and fuselage
thrust lines. With careful bench
trimming and balancing,
the example

shown here flew wings-level on the very first test flight, with
only minor tip and nose weight follow up adjustments.
The Model is finished using all-Brodak dope. The main frame
and wing rib bays are covered with #00 silkspan using brushedon butyrate clear construction dope and filler, with a sprayed coat
of decanted silver dope applied as a substrate base. All color dope
was spray applied using custom-mixed, duck-egg blue, silvergray, and seascape-green colors. The roundels and under wing
Spitfire logo were spray painted using frisket-type stencils and
masking tape, with insignia red, white, blue, and diamond black
dope. The final clear coats were applied with Brodak “Crystal”
clear dope, wet-sanded with 1500-grit abrasive
paper, and hand-buffed with Goram’s silver
polish.
The .90 Spitfire project was a lot of
work, and some fun to go along with it; but
in the end it produced two very special,
nearly identical Stunt ships. There is
nothing quite like the throaty roar of a rearexhaust .90 swinging a big, 16-inch, twoblade prop pulling the Spitfire through
the Stunt pattern, while presenting a
fairly realistic image of the classic
airplane.
Who knows? There may be a bubbletop version of the model in the nottoo-distant future. With the take-apart
features already built into the base
wing, stab, and tail cone, there is
nothing to prevent building a
second bolt on fuselage with a
bubble-top canopy and matching
paint scheme.
—Joe Adamusko
Top left: The disassembled
Spitfire airframe in Joe’s
workshop.

Left: This closeup shows the
exhaust stacks, valve cover
blisters, and spinner fit details.
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Right: Joe’s Spitfire is resplendent in its
British recon paint scheme.

Below and below right: Note the
incredible craftsmanship that Joe put
into the cockpit detailing on his Spitfire.

Power is provided by a RoJett .90 BSRE stunt engine with a
header muffler and carbon-fiber cowling.

On the back page is a right aft quadrant view of the Spitfire,
which is Joe’s favorite photo of it.

