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President’s Column
By Bill Rich

I

certainly hope the weather in your area has moderated a bit
and you are able to get to the field and get some handle
time on your latest project. Unfortunately, I’m still working
on my Nats ship. I was notified by Brett Buck that he would
not be available as the World Team Alternate.
This puts me in the first alternate position. I have no reason
to believe I will be going but just can’t be unprepared if called.
I have spent the last couple of months getting my carbon fiber
“take-a-part” ship put together and painted.
My plan is to final trim it at Stunt Camp and then start
practicing with my Nats ship. It should be ready in time for
Stunt Camp as well. Fortunately, the carbon ship is very flight
friendly and has a SV feel to it. I also am fortunate to have two
.65 ships that are very capable of Nats competition.
This summer will be competition filled. The “big” meets start
with Brodak’s in the middle of June. Shortly after Brodak’s
comes the Nats on July 12-17 and the Worlds at the end of July.
I got an email from Tom Hampshire asking if I would be
available to judge at the upcoming Brodak Contest. I judged
Expert last year and am looking forward to judging again this
year.
This is an absolutely great contest with many competitors.
As everyone knows, it is not just an Aerobatic Stunt contest; it
has the feel of a Nats of yesteryear with all aspects of Control
Line competing. At this contest you will see Control Line folks
that you probably won’t come across at the Nats. It’s a week of
fine fellowship and John and Buzz Brodak do an outstanding
job of hosting the event.
The event is held at John’s home in Carmichaels,
Pennsylvania. It is held during the week and weekend of Father’s
Day in June. If you haven’t attended you should seriously
consider it and do so if possible. Everyone has a great time.
One of the mainstays of the Controline Club, The Tampa Bay
Line Flyers, Owen Richards, is recovering from some health
problems which have prevented him from flying at the field for
the last month or so. Owen is a long time PAMPA member and
used to write a column on flying the Stunt pattern.
Owen’s wife Lou brought him to the field the other day and
it was certainly great to see him. He is making great progress
and should return to the circle shortly. Owen certainly looks
forward to his Stunt ews, reading it from cover to cover as
soon as he receives it. I try to do the same; it usually takes me
a little longer to finish my copy.
I hope you have been pleased with the content of Stunt
ews. It certainly is the premier publication of Control Line
Stunt information. I have certainly enjoyed Les McDonald’s
“saga.” We need to continue to share our “history” and special
characters that have been part of PAMPA. I can think of a
number of potential personal stories that could be featured. The
articles on construction have been great.
I always enjoy articles on specific planes; their construction
and finishing techniques detailed are very helpful. After
finishing airplanes for over 25 years I continue to read
everything I can on different finishing methods.
Dave Fitzgerald’s article on his World Championship
Thunder Gazer is a perfect example of a very informative
article. I again challenge each of you to make your contribution
to Stunt ews. I firmly believe it is Stunt ews that holds us
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together, regardless
of your level of
competition. Let’s
take advantage of
our collective
experience and
continue to provide
articles and
information to Bob
Hunt for Stunt
ews.
Bob Hunt’s Level Lap column in the March/April Stunt ews
contained an explanation of why the print quality was less than
desired. Larry Fulwider, another very valuable volunteer, gave
us a very detailed explanation of why the qualities of our black
and white pictures look like they do.
He also talked in detail of how to improve this quality. More
than likely whatever “fix” is developed will also increase of
cost of production. There was some talk about increasing dues
to cover this but I did not believe this was the way to go. I still
have a goal of reducing the full membership fee.
It seems that we may have a PAMPA member that would be
willing to provide the funds necessary to make the desired
improvements. We are still working on what amount this
project will require. I just wanted you to know that we are
making progress on this issue.
Bob Kruger, another invaluable volunteer who is in charge of
our website, has made some progress in terms of upgrading our
site. He has indicated his knowledge of the software
(DotNetDuke) is limited and that it is time to consider an
outside consultant/expert to assist him.
He has posted a request on some of the DotNetNuke forums
for assistance. Since we are very early in this process I won’t
go into the specific details he is asking assistance for.
Generally speaking we are trying to accomplish the following:
• Would like to be able to leverage current website version
which is SQL driven
• Increase functions that current site serves
• Upgrade site while maintaining as much as possible the same
look and feel of the current system
• Restore functionality of photograph and forums currently
provided by 3rd party modules.
• Integrate an on line credit card/registration function
• Ability to archive and download various publications and
organizational literature and forms
• Allow for changing exchange rates between USD and other
currencies
• Notify the treasurer and the membership secretary of new
member joining and current members renewals via email
• Include a PayPal option
• Integrate an on line store function to sell various products
offered by the organization
I have reversed my decision to have an outside vendor handle
PAMPA Plans. Jim Snelson will continue to handle PAMPA
Products and PAMPA Plans. My earlier decision was due to

Starting Points
Wild Bill Netzeband

W

1927 - April 25, 2010

illiam F. Netzeband started
modeling the day after his
seventh birthday. He was born
and raised in Joplin, Missouri, and
managed to balance girls, cars, band and
orchestra, photography, and general
foolishness with the construction of toy
airplanes. He served at the end of World
War II in the Philippine Islands.
Bill’s first Control Line flight was in
Joplin with a Berkley Thunderbolt
powered by an Ohlsson .23. There were 10
takeoffs and 10 mostly vertical landings.
He finally had a successful flight while
stationed in the Philippines, flying a Stanzel
Shark powered by an Ohlsson .60.
Bill was discharged from the Army in
1947 and flew every Control Line meet he
could get to from 1947 through 1960 in the
Missouri, Kansas, and Oklahoma area,
including the Nats in 1948 and 1949. Bill
won first place at the Nats in open Navy
Carrier in 1954. He flew a Sea Dart-looking
Delta aircraft powered by a Fox .35 with an
electric butterfly intake baffle.
Bill flew Stunt, Combat, Rat, and
Carrier in the Midwest and did well. His
nickname, Wild Bill, came about due to his
antics in the Combat circle.
Wild Bill attended and flew in the 1948,
1949, 1954, 1955, and 1957 Nats. He said it
was more fun to hit the Nats with a blank
pad of paper and report the wild goings on
in Control Line.
He and John McDonald ran Stunt at the
Nats in 1958, and assisted Bud Tinney in
running Stunt at the 1962 Nats, and ran
Carrier with Hays Hoff at the 1967 Nats.
Wild Bill was a Contest Director (#749)
and carried on as a CD/judge/event director
until 1972. He ran and judged contests in
Missouri, Illinois, Oklahoma, New York,
and California in those 21 years. He
officiated at 200 or so contests, and was
observed at a Tulsa Gluedobbers meet
walking around mumbling, “It’s only a
hobby. It’s only a hobby.”
Over the years, Wild Bill was a member
of at least 13 model airplane clubs,

including the Tulsa Gluedobbers. He was
an officer in all of the clubs and contributed
to the various newsletters. He helped start
the Joplin Model Airplane Club and the
Double Cola Model Airplane Club.
Wild Bill wrote the “Controline Capers”
column that started in the July 1961
American Modeler magazine. Among the
articles he wrote were “How to Test a Stunt
Ship,” “How to Fly Stunt,” “Theory and the
Stunt Model,” “More About Theory,” and
“Pointers on Stunt.”
He wrote “Controline Capers” for 32
issues before running out of gas in 1965.
He took over the “Round and Round”
column in Model Airplane ews magazine
in September 1968, and produced 32 issues
before he ran out of gas again. Among the
articles he wrote are “How to Select the
Proper Glow Plug,” a three-part article
titled “Controline Aerodynamics Made
Painless,” and an article on control
systems.
Wild Bill had 14 airplanes published
between 1951 and 1978. He designed and
published several more in the following
years. He is probably best known for the
Half Fast (Combat) and the Fierce Arrow
(Stunt). He published several more in the
last few years: the Humbug series and
more Fierce Arrow variants.
Among WBN design passions were
non flapped airplanes, flying wings, and
pursuit of the 5-foot corner. He designed
some 1/2A airplanes that would give you a
real 5-foot corner. Wild Bill and the late
Bob Baron designed the Barecat, a non
conventional looking Stunt ship.
Wild Bill went to work for Testors in
1969 as a design and quality control
engineer. Charles Mackey recruited Wild
Bill as an engineer manager, and made
Wild Bill an offer he couldn’t refuse.
Testors, however, offered him more to
stay, so Wild Bill did.
The Cox Corporation and Testors
slugged it out from 1969 through 1982
when Testors shut down the enginepowered line. I spent a fascinating evening
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how Jim Snelson was handling the plans.
Jim and his family have spent many
hours in inventorying and organizing
PAMPA Plans. I am confident he will be
able to solve many of our past issues
with PAMPA Plans. The committee I
appointed to review and upgrade PAMPA

some on-going issues we were
experiencing with filling orders and
responding to specific requests regarding
PAMPA Plans.
My decision had nothing to do with

at one of the VSCs about 10 years ago,
listening to Wild Bill and Dale Kirn (who
had been an engineer at Cox) talk about
competition between Cox and Testors
back in the day. There were many
interesting things done and tricks pulled
between the two companies.
Wild Bill attended many of the Vintage
Stunt Championships. I met him at the
first one in Whittier Narrows. It was really
something getting to meet some of the
stunt legends at VSC I. He was a
genuinely nice man, well spoken, and
highly intelligent.
Wild Bill was inducted into the PAMPA
Hall of Fame, the AMA Hall of Fame, and
the Kits and Plans Antiquitous (KAPA)
Hall of Fame. He has been a Contest
Director since 1951.
Wild Bill Netzeband passed away from
heart failure on Sunday, April 25, 2010.
Many nice things have been said about
Wild Bill on Internet postings. Perhaps the
most poignant is from John Miller, who
wrote, “Farewell Bill, Thanks for all you
tried to teach us. Thanks for being you.”
—De Hill
Products as well as recommend items to
be dropped have almost completed their
task. I will update the membership as
soon as possible.
Till next issue, enjoy your hobby, get
out to the field, and burn some fuel. SN
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Level Laps

T

he past couple of months have been
pretty full of activity for me. Just as
the last issue of Stunt ews was put
to bed, I boarded a flight to Phoenix and
began my 2010 Vintage Stunt
Championships (VSC) experience. I’ve
missed only two VSCs since its inception
in 1989. I didn’t even know about the
first one that was held at Whittier
Narrows in California until it was over …
not that I would have been able to attend
anyway.
Dick Sarpolus wrote a very nice report
about that meet for the pages of Flying
Models when I was the editor there, and
it looked so inviting that I vowed to
attend the very next year, which was the
first year it was held in Tucson, Arizona,
and hosted by the Cholla Choppers model
airplane club. Since then I’ve missed just
one VSC in Tucson, and that was because
I was in the hospital with a severe kidney
stone attack! I was scheduled to drive out
to VSC that year with Bob Lampione.
Sorry about that, Bob…
Anyway, VSC has been my favorite
contest to go to for the past 21 years. This
year was, for me, the best VSC yet, as
several of my very dear and old friends
were in attendance. Les McDonald made
his first trek to VSC this year along with
his amazingly wonderful wife, Roberta,
and they were both welcomed with open
arms and hearts by the VSC regulars.
Also in attendance for the first time in
several years was Bob Gialdini. It was
great fun retelling all the stories of the
adventures we had at various World
Championships and Nationals over the
years. We agreed that we really need to
write a book about those days … and
then burn it!
You would think that with all this
build up that I was preparing you for a
VSC coverage article in this issue. Well,
I’m not! Robin Sizemore volunteered to
do the report but ran into a lot of
personal things that precluded him
getting it done in time for this issue. Fear
not, Robin is now back on the project
and will have a report for us in time for
the next issue, which—just like last
year—will also probably feature
coverage of the annual, and equally
amazing, Brodak contest.
What the above does give me is a
perfect segue into writing just a bit more
about Les McDonald. During his first
day at VSC, Les could hardly walk but a
few feet before he was stopped by
someone who wanted to meet him and
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By Bob Hunt
congratulate him on his written series,
“The Stiletto Chronicles.” In fact, that’s
about all I’ve been hearing about as well.
Les’s ongoing story has been the most
well-received article series I’ve ever had
the pleasure of presenting as an editor.
That takes in just about 30 years!
Sadly, all good things must come to
an end. Part 6 of Les’s saga, which is
presented in this issue, marks the end of
the Stiletto story. There have been many
who have suggested that we put the
entire series into book format for sale to
our members. Les and I discussed that
and agreed that it was a good idea, but
that the book would have to contain a
few more chapters that should be written
by the many characters that were
featured in the story.
Certainly this would include some
thoughts by Remel Cooper, Dave
Hemstrought and Stan Powell. I would
think that a few words from Bill
Werwage, Bob Gieseke, and Doc
Jackson would also be in order. Les has
personally asked me to write up the full
and complete story of the debacle that
surrounded the arrest of the entire F2B
team in Poland in 1980. Seeing how it
was for the most part my fault that we
were “detained,” I can’t see how I can
refuse …
We will start to assemble the required
additional chapters and let the
membership of PAMPA know when it is
done and ready for purchase. Of course
all proceeds from this book will go to the
PAMPA treasury.
I want to take this opportunity to
personally thank Les for being willing to
write his series and especially for
trusting me with his many scrapbook
photos. Those images truly brought the
story to life. It seems like the end of a
very fun and important era. I was
honored to have been a part of it.
District XI column: Do yourself a big
favor and don’t miss reading Bruce
Hunt’s District XI column in this issue.
Bruce has had a lot of experience lately
as a Nats judge. He has thought on what
he saw during each of those stints and
has written down a number of
suggestions and observations that will
help any flier to improve his or her
performance of the aerobatic maneuvers.
I know that I learned a few things from
reading it!
Till next time, Fly Stunt! SN
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Aussie Nat
Vintage Ae

Doug Grinham’s very colorful Classic
Nobler is powered by a Double Star 40.

s mentioned in the F2B report in the previous issue of
Stunt ews, these events were run at Alexandra Park in
the southern New South Wales city of Albury from
December 28 to January 6.

a

Classic
The Classic event CD was Doug Grinham and it was judged
by Alan Matthieson-Harrison and Herb Hanna. Placings were
determined by taking the higher of the two flight scores.
Although the breeze was fairly constant there were no surprises
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for anyone and happily, no casualties. The eights were flown
“lazy” style but with vertical intersections in the horizontals as
opposed to the usual 45° intersections. Some found this
uncomfortable to do at first.
Seven models flown this year had appeared at previous Nats—
Dave Lacey’s immaculately finished Pow Wow with an O.S.
40FP, Doug Grinham’s aging but well kept ’51 Nobler with a
Double Star 40, Frank Battam’s Green Box Nobler/ST46
combination, Peter Anglberger’s dark green Grondal
Nobler/AMA Special with an O.S. 35-S for power, PJ Rowland’s

ts: Classic and
erobatics
Peter White continues his coverage of the Nats Down Under
colourful red, white, and blue Stalker 61
Somewhere around that time I unintentionally set it leaner, giving
powered Nobler, Reg Towell’s familiar black
a 5 second lap which completely changed (and improved) the
and orange MkII Thunderbird/ST46
flight characteristics and the feel. Now flying at 5.1-5.2 seconds
combination, and Steve Masterton’s aging and
per lap it will definitely see a lot more air time.
battle scarred Chizler with a reliable ST46 up
front.
The remaining seven new models,
although not necessarily recently built,
included Don Keyssecker’s two tone
blue Kismet. This Ken Taylor design
from the late 50s was powered with a
happy sounding O.S. 35FP which
hauled it around with ease.
Benalla’s John Floate produced a very
neat late 50s Ramrod running a Brodak
40 that put out ample power for the job.
John’s 40 started well and ran sweetly at
all times while the model turned well
and appeared to be quite stable in flight.
Jon Witzke’s Nobler, although on the
heavy side, was hauled around quite
well with a Fox 35. Jon’s tank was
marginal in capacity which meant that
he had to tune the Fox with little fourcycle and fly the pattern with the
minimum required laps to complete the
pattern.
Mark Gordon flew a nicely built All
Australian with an Enya 35 IIIB through
some quite respectable maneuvres. The
Enya performed well, producing plenty
of power and switching cleanly in the
right places.
Peter Rowland’s reasonably new
Nobler with a vivid blue and red colour
scheme on a white background really
stood out on the ground and in the air.
Peter’s well used O.S. 35FP is still
giving reliable service after more than a decade’s running.
Tony Clifford’s Phoenician, built early in 2009 and
powered with a Tower 40, handled quite well despite
needing a little further trimming. Flying in his first
serious comp in many years and first ever Nationals
aerobatics comp, Tony acquitted himself very well.
My five year old Rondinelli Venus handled the
conditions pleasingly with the HP40 Gold Cup running
well. Up until early in 2009 I had been flying it quite
slowly at 5.4-5.5 second laps and was never happy with it. Here’s the Classic scoreboard. Looks like it was a great turnout!
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The top three placers in Classic (L-R) were Steve Masterton (3rd) with his ST 46 powered Chizler, Peter White (1st) with his HP 40-powered
Venus, and Reg Towell (2nd) with his ST 46-powered Thunderbird Mk II.

The Vintage place-getters were (L-R) Frank Battam (2nd) with his Atwood 49-powered Jamison Special, Doug Grinham (1st) with his Sabre 49powered All Australian, and Peter White (3rd) with his Fox 29-powered All American.
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Right: Steve
Masterton
chose Dick
Mathis’
Chizler for his
Classic entry.
The
transparent
finish on the
wing gives
this one a
decidedly
1960s
appearance.
That’s nice
wheel pant
treatment!

Left: John Floate’s Australiandesigned Ramrod features a
Brodak 40 for power. Here’s one
that should be seen at VSC! Are
there plans available? We’ll try to
find out!

Below: (L-R) Herb Hanna, Reg
Towell, Ken Taylor, and Paul
Turner have competed against
each other on and off since the
early 1960s.

Vintage
Vintage Aerobatics was run as the last of the Aerobatics
events. As for all of the previous Aerobatics rounds, the
breeze, although generally not uncomfortable, was ever
present and at times turbulent.
The event CD was Dave Lacey and it was judged by
Alan Matthieson-Harrison and Peter Koch while static
judging duties were handled by Ken Taylor.
Of the eleven models entered, six were on their first
Nationals outing. Dave Lacey’s Jamison Special/K&B
Stallion 35 setup handled well in the conditions as did
Frank Battam’s Jamison Special with its healthy sounding
Atwood 49.
Don Keyssecker flew last year’s Li’l Duper Zilch again
powered with the teardrop exhaust Torpedo 29 that runs so
well.
Eventual winner, Doug Grinham, produced a beautifully
built Hearns Hobbies All Australian with an early model
Sabre 49 in the nose. Doug had the motor cut early in
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Left: Dave Lacey’s O.S. 40FPpowered Classic Pow Wow. Bob
Palmer’s designs are popular in
Australia it seems  just like
everywhere else!

Below: In the foreground is Peter
Rowland’s O.S. 35FP-powered
Nobler. Behind it is PJ Rowland’s
Stalker 61-powered Nobler. Looks
like George Aldrich’s designs are
also popular “Down Under.”

Round One but he rallied in Round Two
with the highest flight score for the
event.
Jon Witzke this time had no
worries with the tank range in his
Nobler/Fox 35 setup. Jon was more
confident in Round Two where he
was able to settle and improve
his score slightly.
The Gordon Burford designed
Wombat flown by Maris Dislers performed
well aided by a sweetly running CS 2.5 diesel. A
nose-over on his Round One landing was of no help to his
score. The Wombat was built to Maris’s usual high standards with
neat workmanship visible through dyed orange tissue.
Mick Lewis, flying last year’s Viking/O.S. 40LA, had the
misfortune to destroy the model in Round Two during the
horizontal eights when he mistimed
the change of direction into the
outside part of the manoeuvre.
Paul Turner’s faithful old Sabre 29
powered Wombat found the going a
little tough in the breeze. It too
suffered the indignity of a nose-over
on the completion of its Round One
flight. Paul has been flying this model
and motor setup for many years—I
first saw it in 1997—and getting good
service from it in that time.
Peter Anglberger’s tidy little
Ambassador appears to handle well
with a Sabre 2.5 providing the urge.
Peter knows this model well as he has
been flying it regularly for three or
four years.
Tony Clifford entered the event

Right: Peter Anglberger’s Vintage
Ambassador is powered by a Sabre 2.5
diesel. Note the extremely long tail
moment!
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Above: Mark Gordon’s Classic Enya 35-powered All
Australian (above) sports some nifty trim elements.
Right: Maris Dislers with his Vintage
Gordon Burford-designed
Wombat. It is powered by
a CS 2.5 diesel.

Above: Dave Lacey’s Vintage Jamison
Special is powered by the rare K&B Stallion.

with a recently completed
Zilch X using an early
Fox 29 for power. The
model was attractively
finished in purple
dyed tissue with
yellow and white
trimming.
Once again I flew
my All
American/Fox
29 combination
which worked
quite well. The
Fox 29 is an excellent
little Stunt motor that
rarely gives trouble.
Thanks to those
who took on official
duties and to all others
who gave any assistance
to help with the running
of the competition.
Thanks also for the
photographs. SN

May/June 11

Above: The
seldom-seen
Claire
Sieverling
Phoenician
design was
Tony Clifford’s
choice for
Classic
competition.
It’s powered by
a Tower 40.

Left: Ken Taylor’s MVVS
49-powered Classic
Kismet wasn’t flown in
competition but it is
sure pretty to look at!

Below: Here’s Tony
Clifford’s Fox 29powered Vintage Zilch.

Left: This O.S. LA40-powered Viking was
Mick Lewis’ Vintage entry.

Stunt News 12

A Tribute to

Gordon
Burford
(1919–2010)
G
ordon Burford was Australia’s premier model engine
designer and manufacturer. The thousands and
thousands of engines he produced and sold under the
GB, GeeBee, Sabre, GloChief, and Taipan names
encouraged and sustained aeromodelling in this country for
over 50 years.
Gordon was a modeler too. Starting with rubber in the early
1930s and progressing to become a very competitive Indoor
and Wakefield flier prior to the Second World War, along with
his lifelong friend, Boyd Felstead. Following the war, Gordon
(VH-155) pioneered control-line flying in South Australia,
alongside other luminaries such as Bill Evans, Jack Black, and
Mal Sharpe.
He was a well-known and respected free-flight contestant
for many years, before turning his interest to old-timer flying
in the mid ’70s. He built specialist engines for old-timers and
was always on hand to offer advice and assistance to other
modelers. Gordon was known around the world for his engines
and modeling expertise, having made several overseas trips to
England, France, Italy, and the US.
Gordon Burford was born in Adelaide on the 3rd of August
1919. He grew-up during the Depression years, aiding his
father who was a beekeeper. He then trained as an aircraft
instrument fitter prior to the outbreak of WWII. Enlisted in the
2/27th Brigade, Gordon was pulled out just prior to its
embarkation for New Guinea and instructed to continue his
instrument work. This order was to be of anguish to him for
the rest of his life, though it undoubtedly saved him from the
fate which befell so many of his compatriots.
In 1942, Gordon married Josie Harding and, into the stable
family which ensued, four sons were born. Following the
cessation of hostilities, Gordon could see an opportunity to
manufacture model aircraft engines in Australia. He convinced
Josie that he could support the family in this manner, and
purchased a lathe, a tool and cutter grinder, and a hone. He
initially made just three 5cc diesels, based on the Sparey
design which had recently been published in England. Two
further 5cc diesel designs, based on the very successful
American Drone engines, were then produced in quantity to
provide a living for the Burford family. By the mid ’50s,
Gordon Burford had built thousands of Sabre diesel and glow
engines, most being sold on the local market. These engines
introduced so many young and old Australians to the joys of
aeromodelling and elevated Gordon’s small firm to
international attention.
In 1957 he adopted the Taipan and GloChief names for his
engines. His son Peter was now working full-time with his
father and was to contribute his own design and manufacturing
ideas. Production of Burford engines increased dramatically in
the ’60s and ’70s, with well over 100,000 engines being built
at the Gordon Burford and Co. Pty. Ltd. factory at Belfast
Street in Grange, South Australia.
In 1973, Gordon passed the Taipan business to Peter’s
control, and directed his energies to the interests of Australian
aeromodellers, taking the position of Federal Secretary and
Treasurer to the MAAA. In this, he was very ably assisted by

his wife
Josie, and
they
remained in
this capacity
until 1984.
During their
tenure, the
MAAA was
progressed
from a
relatively
small
organization
to one with
access to the Australian Government and an enhanced
presence at the annual CIAM Meeting of the FAI in Paris.
Gordon loved these overseas trips and forged a long-lasting,
personal association with many prominent people in the
international aeromodelling scene. Influential people such as
Ron Moulton, Peter Chinn, Ron Irvine, Henry Nicholls, John
Brodbeck, Duke Fox, Sandy Pimenoff, John Pond, and others
were now brought up-to-date with the Australian modelling
scene, and Australian modellers started to move out into the
world as a result of these introductions. That is one of Gordon
Burford’s greatest legacies.
In 1983, Gordon and Josie were granted MAAA Life
Membership for their work with the organization. In 1985,
Gordon was awarded the prestigious Paul Tissandier Diploma
by the FAI for services to aeromodelling. He was inducted into
the MAAA Hall of Fame twice. First in 1983 for services to
aeromodelling, and again in 2000 for being a “Competitor at
the 1938 Nationals,” the first such national event held in
Australia.
Around 1980, Gordon and Josie moved from Adelaide to
Currumbin in QLD and built a unique house to Gordon’s
design. In the large attached workshop, he built many of the
specialist and replica engines for which he was so well-known
in later years. He also provided unstinting assistance and
advice to Aling Li, of the Thunder Tiger company in Taiwan,
and to smaller engine builders such as the writer.
Josie passed away in 1998, ending for Gordon a marvelous
marriage which had lasted for nearly 56 years.
Finally, Gordon embraced CO2, compressed air, and
electric power and in his latter years flew small models in a
local reserve. He never lost his interest in model engines
though, and was always ready to discuss and quietly advise
people with a similar interest.
Gordon Burford passed away on the 12th of March, 2010,
following a fall at his home in Currumbin. He will be greatly
missed by all who knew him, who knew of him, or who merely
flew models with his engines.
We extend our condolences to his sons, Peter, Don, Richard
and Mark, to their wives and partners, and to Gordon’s
grandchildren and their families.SN
—David Owen (VH2198), Wollongong SW 2500
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I

was speaking with noted author, designer and AMA Hall of
Famer Bob Aberle recently and the subject of Lipo battery
care and storage came up. Well, to be truthful about this, I
wanted to know more about the subject and asked Bob if he
could offer a few tips.
He told me that one of his fellow SEFLI (Silent Electric
Flyers of Long Island) members had written a very informative
piece about this subject for the June, 2009 SEFLI newsletter
and suggested that I contact that person and request permission
to reprint that article here. The result was a call to Jim
Perlowski, who is the editor of the SEFLI newsletter, and he
instantly agreed to allow us to use his piece here.
I want to take this opportunity to thank Jim and SEFLI for
their generosity. So, without further explanation, here’s Jim.
—Bob Hunt
Lithium Polymer Battery Storage Tips by Jim Perlowsky
Lithium polymer batteries (Lipos) power our electric model
airplanes. With sizable inventories of packs that represent a fair
investment, getting the longest life out of our lipos is in our best
interest. Two words: proper storage.
The bulk of a pack’s lifetime is spent in “non-use.” The
conditions packs see during the cumulative days, weeks, months
and even years of storage takes its toll. A unique characteristic
of Lipos is that their lifespan is dependent upon aging from time
of manufacture and not just on the number of charge/discharge
cycles. An older battery will not perform as well as a new one,
due solely to its age. This drawback is not widely publicized or
known by the typical user.
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By Jim Perlowski
As Lipo batteries age, their internal resistance rises. This
causes the voltage to drop under load, reducing the maximum
current that can be drawn. Additionally, as Lipos age, usable
capacity is lost. Typically once a battery has lost 20% of its
rated capacity it considered at the end of its useful life. It’s a
fact, Lipos age and degrade even during non-use. What can we
do to minimize these effects? Manage two factors that are
totally in our control: cell storage voltage and storage
temperature.
Storage Voltage
A fully charged Lipo cell is approximately 4.2 volts. Lipos
are different from other battery chemistries as they should never
be stored fully charged. Lipos should be stored approximately
“half full.”
Many of the newer Lipo balance chargers have a “Storage
Mode” which charges the pack to the proper reduced voltage
state for storage purposes. The popular FMA CellPro charger
charges cells to 3.85Vdc in Storage Mode. Check your charger
manual; some chargers can both discharge the pack and then
charge up to the storage level, while others can only charge up
to the storage level. The later-type charger requires you to
discharge the pack below the storage level to take advantage of
the storage feature. Storing your packs at the proper voltage
level is the simplest thing you can do to lengthen their usable
lifespan (assuming proper application and use). Storage is not
just “over the winter.” If you only fly on the weekends, your
packs are technically in storage all week, week after week,
during the entire flying season. Those cumulative hours can add
up slowly degrading your packs.

Temperature
Lipo batteries function via a chemical reaction that occurs
inside their sealed foil envelopes. Providing power is a
chemical reaction, while the aging/degrading process is another
chemical reaction. If you remember back to high school
chemistry, a chemical reaction doubles its speed for every ten
degrees increase of ambient temperature. This is why Lipos
don’t perform as well in cold weather. The cold “slows down”
the chemical reaction process.
But this fact can work in our favor when it comes to Lipo
storage. Reducing the storage temperature slows the chemical
reaction of the aging/degrading process. There is a limit as to
how cold is okay. Lipos don’t want to be frozen solid, but
keeping them cool during storage is most certainly in our favor.
It turns out the typically household refrigerator (37 to 40
degrees) is the perfect storage place.
Put Lipos in plastic zip top storage bags and place them in
the fridge when not in use. When you take them out leave them
in the bags, to prevent any atmospheric moisture from
condensing on them as they warm. After they’re at room
temperature, use them as you normally would. To see it all in
black and white look at the accompanying table. It tells the
whole story.
My typical routine for a Saturday morning flying session:

Friday night when I get home from work I take the storage bags
of Lipos out of the fridge to warm.
After dinner I charge the packs as I’m prepping my planes
and loading the car. Saturday morning I go out and fly. Saturday
afternoon, when I return from the field, I discharge all my packs
(used or unused) to slightly below the storage voltage of my
charger. I then put each pack on a CellPro charger set to Storage
Mode. The packs then go back in their storage bags and are
returned to the fridge.
I don’t leave a pack fully charged or at room temperature for
more than 24 hours if at all possible.
Is this all necessary? I’ve reviewed CBA battery analyzer
discharge graphs of packs that were baselined brand new and
put in “proper storage” for over 3 years. When CBA tested
again years later the packs were virtually identical to the “brand
new” discharge graphs. Capacity and current sourcing ability
were unchanged.
So how long a pack lasts is in a large way up to you. It’s
your decision on what you want to do to care for your batteries.
It doesn’t take much effort to get the most out of your Lipo
investment. Like others, I bought a small “dorm refrigerator”
for my shop for storing lipos (after my wife threw me out of our
kitchen refrigerator vegetable crisper drawer). Refrigerators are
a good place to store CA and alkaline batteries too. SN
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The Euro Scene

By Peter Germann

Pulling Together; the F2B Working Group

T

he F2B Working Group is
an international group of
F2B experts (Pilots and
judges alike) informally working
for the FAI-CIAM F2
Subcommittee. As the Group is
not an FAI-CIAM organisation, it
does not exercise direct influence
on decisions taken within FAICIAM by the members of the F2
Subcommittee or by the national
CIAM delegates representing their
National Air sports Control (NAC)
organizations.
On request of the F2 S/C chair,
or on own initiative, the Group
undertakes opinion research and
rule development work related to
FAI F2B and reports to the
Chairman of the F2 Subcommittee
on a regular basis.
The Group communicates on
the Internet on a site open for
public reading: http://groups.goo
gle.com/group/f2b-group?hl=enGB.
Coordination and Group site management, as well as
communication with the F2 Subcommittee, is done by Peter
Germann.
In March 2010 the F2B Working Group consists of 25
members from Australia, Brazil, United Kingdom, France, Italy,
USA, Denmark, Sweden, Poland, Canada, Netherlands, South
Africa, Spain, Slovak Republic, and Switzerland. Current issues
of discussion and state of matters are:
F2B Fly-off Format Change
Options for a more attractive (for spectators) Fly-Off format at
World- and Continental Championships. Seventeen contributions
since March 2009. Further inputs welcome. No recommendations
to S/C made so far.
Corner Radius
Discussion about corner radii, both in terms of definition and
judging. Two contributions since July 2009. Further inputs
welcome. No recommendations to S/C made so far.
4-Leaf Clover Exit
Discussion of a 2010 rule change proposal suggesting a new
“Recommended Exit Procedure.” Four contributions since March
10 2010. The proposal is to be dealt with at the April 2010
technical Meeting of the F2 Subcommittee.
Terminology, F2B Site Definitions, and “Horizontal &
Vertical”
Discussion of consequences when flying over sloped terrain.
Twenty-five contributions since July 2009. Related Group
recommendations have been adopted by the F2 Subcommittee
and were converted into a number of formal change proposals
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submitted by the S/C for approval by the April 17, 2010 CIAM
Plenary Meeting. Discussion terminated.
Judges Training Program
Topic issued by Keith Renecle in June 2009 with 14
contributions received so far. Further inputs welcome. No
recommendations to S/C made so far.
K-Factors
Discussion held on previous platforms. A formal Swiss
proposal suggesting to eliminate k-factors was disapproved by F2
Subcommittee. Discussion terminated.
Secondary Systems Control, Fly-by-Wire
Discussion related to the use of electronic servos to deflect
control surfaces. Eleven contributions since December 2009.
Further inputs welcome. A formal recommendation to discuss the
issue within the F2 S/C was made.
Individuals wishing to contribute to ongoing debates, or to
suggest new issues, are welcome to inquire (via the link
provided) for an invitation to join the Group.
When contributing to specific topics, the members of the
Group are expressing their own expert point of view, whereas the
standpoint of their national flyers or of their representatives
within the FAI F2 Subcommittee or at the FAI-CIAM Plenary
meeting may sometimes be different.
Votes within the Group, if taken, are consultative only. The
F2B Working Group is not entitled to submit formal rule change
proposals to FAI-CIAM and recommendations suggested to the
F2 Subcommittee by the Group may or may not be considered.
The Work of the F2B Working Group is much appreciated by
the Chairman of the F2 Subcommittee and I wish to thank those
contributing for our common cause of Control Line Stunt. SN

By Matthew eumann

It’s In the Details

Tail Wheel Mounts

A

couple of issues ago, I talked about how I reinforce
fuselage landing gear mounts with toothpicks. Bob Hunt is
doing a couple of articles on wing mounted gear which are
really good. So, I decided to continue that theme with how I
mount the tail wheel. Now all we need is someone who has
experience with nose wheel mounts to come up to the plate and
explain their methods and we will have everything covered. Hint,
hint to you guys with nose wheel mounts! Send me an e-mail
with pictures and maybe I can include it in a future article.
Over time I have come up with several different ways of
mounting the tail wheel. All of my ways involve making the tail
wheel strut removable and most of these attach into the tail wheel
weight box.
Why make the tail wheel removable? Simple rule, if it is
removable then it will not break. However, there are always
exceptions to the rule it seems. In my case I have had a couple of
exceptions. I have had two tail wheel struts break over time. It is
rare considering the number of flights I generally put on a plane
but it can and does happen. I was very thankful that I could easily
make another strut and continue on without having to cut into the
plane. As an extra bonus, it is also easier to adjust the height of
the tail wheel strut if you wish to change the attitude of the plane
on the ground.
The first method of mounting that I would like to explain and
show is the method which I used on my Mustang a few years
back. The strut is made up of 1/16-inch diameter wire set in a slot
in a plywood plate. The plate is made up of 1/8-inch lite ply for
the base with 1/16-inch plywood on top to form the groove in
which the strut is to sit. At one end of the groove is a hole for the
“torque” end of the strut to fit into with a piece of maple at that
end for the strut to fit into. This is not much different than what
Bob will be showing you with his article on wing mounted gear,
so for a more detailed explanation please read his article.
This plane was also an exception because the weight box is
not directly under the tail wheel strut cover plate since that would

This is a picture of the Mustang tail wheel area assembled. Note the
larger hole at the exit point of the strut from the fuselage. This is to
keep the hole from getting chewed up from the strut flexing on take
offs and landings.

have put the box too far forward to really do any good. So in this
case I made another hatch behind this one so I can get at the
pushrod adjustment as well as having the tail weight box
mounted further aft. One thing to note in the picture of the
assembled unit is the larger hole where the tail strut exits the
fuselage of the plane. If you make a nice tight fit, the strut will
flex upon landing, making the hole bigger on its own. And, trust
me, it will not be as neat as this. So it is better to make a larger
neat hole from the start so it will stay nice and neat.

Here is a picture of the Mustang tail wheel area disassembled. Note
the weight box toward the right of the picture with steel shot and
paper towel added to the box. If I had made the box under the tail
wheel lid, I would have had to add more weight because the tail
wheel is closer to the CG of the plane. This back hatch also enables
me to get at the pushrod so I can adjust its length.

Here is a close up of the tail wheel strut and cover for the Mustang.
This is done very similarly to the way Bob Hunt is explaining on how
to put in wing mounted gear, so read his articles for an in depth how
to for this type of assembly.
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since you already have to make a hatch for the tail wheel strut
anyway. So the extra weight is just in the plywood sides and a
little bit more for the bottom. Overall it adds just a couple of
grams total. This is well worth it should you need to add weight
but find out you do not have any place to put it except to use
some stick on weights on the outside of the plane. These to me
are not very clean or pretty.

This is a close up of the back cover for the Mustang.

The second method is the way that I did my tail wheel struts
for my 2009 and older Stukas. This method involves making the
hatch so it is held on with two bolts along the center line of the
fuselage. The tail wheel strut is then bent in a loop at the base so
the bolts can be fed through the loop at each end. On the Mustang
I had to offset the bolts because the strut would be in the way.
Because the Mustang fuselage was wider and flat where I
mounted the strut, I could get away with offsetting the bolts. The
narrower fuselage section of the Stuka would not look good with
offset bolts. The actual way to bend and mount this may look a
little familiar to a few of you who have some of Allen
Brickhaus’s plans. Yep, I stole the idea from him. Hey if it works,
why not? I just modified his mounting system to incorporate the
tail weight box and hatch to cover the base of the strut.
This is made by first lining the inside of the fuselage sides
with 1/64-inch plywood. Do not forget this step. I did not do this
with my 2005 plane and almost had the steel shot that I used for
weight vibrate out the balsa sides of the fuselage because they
were not properly secured. The bottom, front, and back sides are
made from 1/8-inch lite plywood. The front and back mounts are
just 1/8-inch plywood with some 4-40 blind nuts inserted in them.
The hatch has a 1/8-inch plywood bottom with a balsa block put
on top that is carved to the shape of the bottom of the fuselage.
This method adds very little extra weight for the tail weight box

Here is a picture of the 2009 with everything disassembled. Here you
can see where I placed the blind 4-40 nuts in the plywood plates front
and back. The groove toward the back of the plane is to allow for the
tail wheel strut to flex during take offs and landings without
damaging anything. Granted I have a bit of a unique situation but the
principle is sound for any type of application.

Here is a close up of the hatch cover and strut of the 2009 plane. You
can plainly see the loop made at the base of the strut for the bolts to
fit through.

Here is a picture of my 2009 tail wheel area assembled. Note the two
bolt holes front and back.
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The method I am using on my new plane is similar but I had to
modify it because of the take-apart features on the new plane. I
could not figure out how to use the front bolt hole without
interfering with the bolt that holds the back of the fuselage on. So
after a lot of thought, and head scratching, I came up with this
method. I again line the sides of the fuselage with 1/64-inch
plywood and use a 1/8-inch lite ply bottom. However, in this case,
I used the front of the back fuselage section as the front of the
box and then mounted the tail wheel with the wire running
vertically instead of horizontally. I made a small box in the back
using some left over 1/16-inch balsa that was laminated with

This picture clearly shows how the tail wheel strut is placed in the
fuselage and shows how the bolts go through the loop. Also note the
edges of the fuselage are raised the thickness of the tail wheel strut.
This way the hatch cover will fit flush to the fuselage while trapping
the wire between the hatch and fuselage.

This is a picture of the strut and the plywood that the strut will be
J.B. Welded into. The hole drilled in the plywood is a snug fit to the
wire.

carbon fiber. The grain of the balsa is running across the width of
the fuselage. (Do not run the grain vertically as this is not nearly
as strong as horizontally.) The box is just wide enough to accept 2
pieces of 1/8-inch lite plywood pieces glued together or if you
happen to have some 1/4-inch lite plywood lying around you can
use that also. I then drilled a hole between the two pieces just big
enough for a very snug fit for the tail wheel wire. I then J.B. Weld
the wire into the plywood block. The hatch has a “fork” in it to go
around the wire but still hold the block into the back box so it
does not fall out during flight. Landing forces will be up and to
the sides, so the hatch does not have to be too terribly strong. One
bolt secures the hatch in place. This arrangement frees up the
front of the section so I can get at the bolt that holds this section
of the fuselage to the main section.

This is a picture of the block set in place between the 1/16-inch
formers. Note the lite-ply cover on the stabilizer on the left. Also note
the notch in the bottom of the cover to allow room for the strut.

This is a picture of the new plane’s tail wheel mount in progress. You
can see the two pieces of 1/16-inch balsa formers with the carbon fiber
reinforcement added toward the right of the picture. The inside of the
fuselage has been lined with 1/64-inch plywood to keep the weight
inside the fuselage and not punching out the sides.

This is a picture of the cover set in place to show how the notch
makes room for the strut.
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Shows the wire strut in place. Sorry for the slightly blurry pictures. I
did not catch this until it was too late. I will remember not to have the
camera quite so close in the future.

Here’s another view of the strut and plywood assembly. The plywood
base of the strut is never glued into the fuselage. The cover with the
notch will hold it in place.

Here is a picture of the weight box compartment with the plywood
plate containing the 4-40 blind-nut installed.
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Here the plate is actually mounted using the bolt. Note the washer
under the head of the bolt. Do not omit the washer! If you do, the bolt
head will eventually chew its way through the plywood and the cover
will not stay on.

Here I have added the bottom blocks to be carved to the shape of the
bottom part of the fuselage. Granted I do have a unique situation
with my Stukas but if you have a normal simple round bottom, these
blocks will blend the block to the bottom of your plane, producing a
clean look.
Here I have
rough shaped
the blocks. Note
the masking
tape added to
the fuselage
section. This is
to help prevent
gouging when
the rough
carving is done.
Once you get
your rough
carving done
and are ready
for finish
sanding, then
remove the tape
and finish the
final shaping
and smoothing.

At the left is the finished product.
Where is the rest of the plane? The
new plane has a take-apart feature that
I will be covering in a future article.

One more item: I use a mouse trap
style stooge that holds the plane
back by placing a couple of
cushioned poles in front of the
stabilizer. This type of stooge
releases the plane by letting the
poles fold down under the tail upon
release. If you use a tail wheel wire
method, I would recommend you
permanently attach it to the fuselage
separately from the tail wheel strut
for added security. It would not be a
good idea to have your plane launch
before you intend it to launch.
These are just a few ways to keep a
neat appearance in the tail wheel
area and hide a tail wheel box at the
same time. None are hard to do.
Remember, it is in the details. SN
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Lew McFarland
by Wynn Paul

Lew McFarland will
always be remembered
as the originator of the
totally awesome Shark
45 Control Line
Precision Aerobatics airplane.
When this big (700 square inch),
noisy (unmuffled K&B 45), jetstyle tricycle gear plane hit the
circles at the Nationals in 1960, a
new era in Stunt began. Not only
was the plane big, sleek and
imposing in flight, it could turn
corners tighter than anything
flying at the time.
Lew led the charge to use
bigger engines again after the Fox
35 had been the leader throughout
most of the 1950’s. He started out
with the K & B 45 and then
switched to the Veco 45. Later on,
in the 1970s, he also used the
reliable ST 46.
Using the Shark, Lew won the
Control Line Precision Aerobatics
event at the Nationals in 1961
(and the Walker Cup) and won the
Open Division again in 1962, then
was on two USA World
Championship Precision
Aerobatics teams, finishing
individually 6th in 1964 (2nd in the
Team Trials), and 3rd in 1966 (3rd
in the Team Trials). His record in
the Midwest local contests during
the 1960s and early 1970s was
unmatched.
Lew was born in Richmond,
Kentucky, 25 miles from
Lexington. He graduated from
Lafayette High School in
Lexington in 1950. According to
Lew, when he was in the fifth
grade his teacher asked everyone
in his class to give a report on
their hobby and if they didn’t have
one, they were to acquire one for
the report. Lew chose
photography with the special
interest of full-scale and model
airplanes.
By the 7th grade he was
building Free Flight models and
later built a Goldberg Comet
Sailplane that was powered by an
Ohlsson .60 engine. His first

L
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d and the Shark
Control Line model was a P-47 kit that operated with the pullpull system of controls. Some manufacturers at that time did not
wish to pay the fee to Jim Walker to use his patented bellcrank
system.
Lew does not remember the manufacturer of that P-47 kit. He
did state that when the Glo-plug was introduced around 1947-48,
it did revolutionize model airplanes of the period.
When Harold “Red” Reinhardt’s International Stunt Winner
appeared in the January 1951 issue of Air Trails, Lew built one
and this was one of the motivations to build his first Ruffy with
which he completed in 1953. In Lew’s words, “The first Ruffy
did not look like any of the subsequent versions.”
During this period, Lew’s cousin, Bert Rowland, was a major
factor in helping both Lew and John Peck
develop their building and flying skills.
When Lew first started attending contests, it
was his cousin who drove him to the meets
and acted as mechanic.
In 1952, Lew married Donna, whom he
had met at church. Later the family would
grow with sons Russ (now an architect) and
Steve (now a nurse practioner).
Lew graduated from the University of
Kentucky in 1954 with a degree in
psychology/pre-med and entered the US Air
Force as a Lieutenant. He went to Navigator
school and spent most of his four years
riding in the beautiful Super Constellation.
This included 72 trips across the Atlantic
Ocean and one time across the Pacific.
Stationed in Texas, Lew ran across a
couple of Control Line fliers who just
happened to be leaders in the field at the
time. What better company to associate with
than George Aldrich and Don Still. It was in
this atmosphere that Lew changed from
using the U-Reely handle to the E-Z Just
handle. He commented, “My scores went up
50 points!”
Lew somehow managed to attend his
first Nationals in 1956 while in the Air
Force and spent a sun-baked week in
Dallas, Texas, where George won the Open
event with his Nobler. Malcolm Windham
placed second with his oversized
Nobler/Fox .59 combination, and the
incomparable Bob Palmer finished in third
place with his Thunderbird (the one with the
upright engine).
Lew McFarland, amid these future Hall
of Fame immortals, finished in a strong
fourth place with his number two version of
the Ruffy sporting the reliable Fox .35
engine. About the second version of the
Ruffy, Lew mused, “I glued the wingtips on
backwards on the number two Ruffy, and

this is how the plane got the swept back tips!”
I was putting in a practice flight at the 1956 Nationals with
George watching and the engine died with the plane inverted.
George ran out and caught the plane. Lew remembered that
George looked closely at the Ruffy and said, “Oh oh, they have
found out what I’m doing,” referring to the lifting rudder which
at the time was not a well-known trim feature.
George wasn’t the only one who was impressed with the
Ruffy, as Ed Maulkin of Sterling Models snapped it up and had
the kit in production by the end of 1956.
In his 1958 Model Airplane ews “Ruffy” article Lew stated,
“I have built five Ruffys in a period of four years. The third
model was so satisfactory that the fourth and fifth versions were
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basically the same. The fourth is a big Ruffy for a Fox .59.”
Also, in his usual self-effacing way, Lew stated, “Ruffy is by
no means completely original. Even the name ‘Ruffy’ was
devised from that of Bob Palmer’s Smoothie. I would like to
thank Lloyd Curtis (“International Stunt Champ,” Air Trails,
March 1953) for the swivel tail wheel and gear in the wing, also
George Aldrich for the lifting rudder.”
As the Stunt world would see, Lew was impressed with the
performance of the larger airplane and also enjoyed the power of
the Fox .59. He took both Ruffys, along with a car full of other
models, to the 4th Annual King Orange Internationals, held
December 27-30, 1957, in Miami, Florida. Lew not only won the
Open Stunt event, but also won Rat Race, Flying Scale, and
Hand-Launch glider, and placed second in Carrier. A couple of
other Stunt masters flew that year by the names of Steve Wooley
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(2nd in Senior) and Bill
Werwage (1st in Junior). Lew
ended up using the number 2
Ruffy in the contest. Lew
also won the US Air Force
Nationals in 1957 with the
Ruffy.
Lew flew on the US Air
Force Modeling Team in the
1958 and 1959 Nationals. He
mentioned that in the 1958
qualifications he threw in an
extra maneuver, a repeat of
an earlier one, and apparently
the Navy judges didn’t really
appreciate the deja vu and
thus he did not qualify.
As a member of the Air
Force Team, he flew in
several events including
Hand-Launch glider, Control
Line Scale, Rat Race, and
Stunt.
After discharge from the Air
Force in 1959, Lew returned
to Lexington and entered
pharmacy school. While in
school, Lew farmed and also
opened the first of thirteen
(yes, thirteen) hobby shops in
and around Lexington. That
first hobby shop was known
as MACS, a play on his last
name. The only other source
for model airplane supplies in
Lexington, Kentucky, at that
time was one counter in a
local bicycle shop (no
relation to the Wright
brothers).
Charles Reeves was a
University of Kentucky
student in 1959 when he met
Lew at the flying field while
flying his Veco Squaw. They
became friends and in
response to Lew’s
observation that, “You are a
pretty good flier, but you
need a better airplane,”
Charles borrowed the original Shark plans and traced a set to
build his own Shark.
The first Shark appeared at the 1960 Nationals in Dallas,
Texas. It was big. It was loud. It turned corners like nobody’s
business. Lew wanted the plane to have the appearance of a jet,
so the rear part of the fuselage and the fin were patterned after
the Grumman Panther jet fighter of the 1950s and the plane
featured the tricycle landing gear. That large intake below the
engine was made possible by the use of a Veco prop extension.
Bill Werwage has said more than once that after watching
Lew practice with the Shark .45 at the 1960 Nationals he
predicted a whole new order for the Stunt world. The large plane
with good corners was very impressive, so much so that Bill
went home and started working on his first Super Ares.
Here’s an excerpt from Lew’s Shark article: “My optimism

grew and the 1960
contest season
proved the Shark
worthy of my
enthusiasm. Two
firsts were won in
Louisville,
Kentucky, another
in Cincinnati, Ohio,
plus a Testors’ Best
Finish Award. At the
Nationals the Shark
was given the most
appearance points
...”
Unfortunately,
the bellcrank was
pulled out of the
Shark during the
pull test and Lew
had to use a backup
Ruffy that was not
up to par. John
Peck, also from
Lexington, had a
Shark .35-size
airplane with a Fox
.29 (John built very
light) at the 1960
Nationals, however,
he did not qualify.
Also from the
Shark article, “The
original utilized a
homemade 4-inch
bellcrank to ensure
enough leverage to
turn a big ship but
this is not an
absolute must since
the Shark turns so
easily. The ratio of
30 degrees flap
movement to 40
degrees elevator
gives excellent
results.” And finally,
“The Shark was
meant to look like a
real jet plane so
realistic colors were
chosen. A light gray top and light blue (bottom) approaches
official Navy colors and that of a real live shark.”
The Nats in 1961 was held in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania,
with most of the top fliers in attendance. Lew and Charles
Reeves (now with his first of three Sharks) attended the
Nationals. Lew won comfortably over Charles Lickliter (with the
Ballerina III) and Bob Gialdini (with the Olympic Mk. III), and
the ever-present Rolland McDonald in 4th place. Lew beat Bill
Werwage (senior winner) and Jim Vornholt (junior winner) for
the Walker Trophy. The Shark .45 with a K&B .45 was the
dominant airplane all week.
Lew approached C.A. Zaic of Jetco Models about the Shark,
and late in 1961 the Shark .45 kit was announced. The Shark 45
article appeared in American Modeler, October 1961. The Shark

is probably the first Stunt airplane to show adjustable leadouts
on the plans, although you had to look closely to find this. A
note points to the inboard wing tip with the caption, “removable
lower section & slotted pine line guide optional.”
And, yes, there is a full page with three views for a .35 size
Shark in American Modeler, July 1961, drawn by Bill Dean.
These plans depict a Shark with a 52-inch wingspan, 575 square
inches of wing area, a fuselage length of 403/4 inches, and
suggest the use of a Fox .35 engine with a Veco shaft extension.
The plans also have a note stating, “Removable tip section-for
adjustment of lead-out locations.” Lew does not remember the
sequence of events leading to these two publications.
At Glenview, Illinois, for the 1962 Nationals, Lew had more
of a battle as he beat Jim Silhavy by 2.5 points followed by
Steve Wooley, Harold Price, and Bob Gialdini. It was a good,
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competitive field. The Shark was now powered by a Veco .45
engine. The senior winner, Bill Werwage, remembers watching
the Junior sensation Gerry Cipra, also from Cleveland, during
the Walker Trophy fly-off and remarked to Lew that the kid was
really on fire. Gerry won the Walker Trophy fly-off!
Departing from the Shark look, Lew had his Vega semiscale
Stunt plane published in the American Modeler, June 1962. Lew
stated that the plane actually flew on February 23, 1959 (he was
stationed in Charleston, South Carolina, at the time). The idea
for the plane came from a set of three-views Lew found. Lew
commented, “The fact that the real plane used a spinner and
there few if any models of it around was appealing.”

Stunt News 26

He and
David
Hemstrought
had exchanged
ideas about
the PT-19
which would
become
David’s
“signature”
airplane. Lew
considered the
Vega as very
similar to the
PT-19 with the
two open
cockpits and
the same
general lines.
The Vega
Stunt plane
had a
wingspan of
543/4 inches,
570 square
inches of wing
area, a
fuselage
length of 381/8
inches, and of
course was
built for a .35size engine.
Lew stated in
the article,
“...looks like a
real plane and
flies like one.”
It is
without doubt
that any plane
that Lew
McFarland
would endorse
as a good
Stunt plane
can be
expected to be
a good Stunt
plane as his
expertise in
design,
construction
and test flying is that of a seasoned Control Line pilot. If a plane
was a “dog,” Lew would say so, but in a gentlemanly manner.
It was in mid August of 1962 that a beginner modeler rode
out to the Control Line circle at the Lexington, Kentucky, airport
and watched in awe as Lew McFarland and the big Shark .45
went through the paces. Along with Lew were John Peck and
Horace Whelan, also flying the Control Line Precision
Aerobatics program. It was at that instant that Wynn Paul
decided to be a Stunt flier.
In 1963 Jetco kitted Lew’s design of the Dolphin, a .35-sized
Stunt plane. In 1964, Lew opened his third hobby shop with the
new name of X-Cell Models, a name that he has subsequently

used in all his shops.
The Team Trials for the 1964
World Championships was held in
May of 1964 in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, with Steve Wooley as
the Event Director, having been
recently appointed as the FAI
coordinator by the AMA. Lew
finished in second place, so then
he and the other two team
members, Bob Gieseke and Bob
Gialdini, would have to hustle up
in order to be ready for the World
Championships in Hungary July
28-August 2 of the same year.
The 1964 World Champs turned
out to be a close battle between the
US team and the Russians with the
team of Gialdini (3rd), McFarland
(6th) and Gieseke (9th) winning by
a scant eight points. Juri Sirotkin
of the USSR won the individual
championship with the boy wonder
Juhani Kari, Finland, in second
place.
Around this time Lew was
working in Paris, Kentucky (20
miles from Lexington), and tutored
young Dickie Bishop who
subsequently finished 2nd in Junior
Stunt at the 1964 Nationals (Texas)
and 2nd in Junior at the 1965
Nationals (Willow Grove), both
times flying a Shark .45.
Jetco released as a kit the Shark
.15 in 1964. This plane was
pointed toward the advanced
beginner to learn the pattern with a
friendly engine size and was
produced in both the profile and
built-up versions.

Lew was busy in 1965 as his Dolphin Stunt
plane was published in American Modeler,
March/April 1965. Labeled as “Dolphin for
intermediate stunters,” the plane had a straight wing
with flaps, solid stab and elevator, a bubble canopy,
inverted engine, and a simple fuse-mounted landing
gear. This was another design that actually was first
built around 1960 and then kitted by Jetco in 1963.
Lew placed second in the 1965 Nationals at
Willow Grove, Pennsylvania, July 26-August 1,
behind Bob Gialdini with the huge Eclipse. Then it
was on to the US Team Trials over Labor Day
weekend in Dayton, Ohio. Lew finished in third
place and joined the US team with Steve Wooley
and Jim Silhavy. John Davis, Indianapolis, was
flying a large Shark, and very nearly made the team
finishing in 4th place.
The Nationals of 1966 was back in Glenview,
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Illinois, and stuntland saw the Sharks finish in 2nd and 3rd place,
but it was the protégé Charles Reeves with the camouflaged
Shark who finished 0.83 point ahead of his mentor, Lew
McFarland. Bob Gieseke won that year and the field was exciting
as it included David Hemstrought, Keith Trostle, Jim Silhavy, Jim
Kostecky (with the gorgeous Talon), Gene Schaffer, Jerry Worth,
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Mario Rondinelli, and Dick Mathis (with the Chizler).
Less than a month later, the US team was in Swinderby,
England, for the World Championships and this time the team
members finished in 2nd (Jim Silhavy), 3rd (Lew McFarland), and
4th (Steve Wooley) to successfully defend their team title. Josef
Gabris of Czechoslovakia won the individual championship.

At this Championships, Lew brought the largest Shark ever
(10% over the conventional size), and it required a 16-inch
removable portion of the right wing in order to make the shipping
box requirements for the airlines. When asked one time about
which Shark was the one with the removable wing, he stated, “I
built around 8 or 9 Sharks. I can’t remember exactly how many

nor which one had exactly certain components.”
Lew had still another semiscale Stunt plane published in
American Modeler, September/October 1966 with a twin-engine
P-38. However, Lew states at the outset that this plane is more of
a sport plane than a competition model. Utilizing two Veco .19
engines and a J-Roberts control system, the goal was a good-
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looking Control Line plane that could fly formation with Lew’s
friend who was building a B-25.
Keep in mind that during all this time he also was a full-time
registered pharmacist working at a succession of drugstores, VA
hospitals, and other hospitals! And, he was operating a hobby
shop on the side as well. His wife, Donna, and sons Russ and
Steve, have always been big supporters of Lew’s endeavors.
Evermore the promoter of the hobby, Lew engineered for the
Lexington Model Airplane Club to put on Control Line flying at
the annual July 4th fireworks display, which took place at the
University of Kentucky football stadium.
Throughout the late 1960s and the early 1970s, the Stunt fliers
and the Combat fliers would put on a show that received
accolades. With Lew’s leadership, the fliers would put up three
Combat ships at the same time with extra long streamers for more
cuts, have two pilots flying the Stunt pattern at the same time,
and one show-off would perform the entire Stunt pattern while
lying on his back!
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Unfortunately, in
the late 1970s the new
football coach didn’t
want anyone tramping
on his grass, much less
having any 10% nitro
fuel dripping on it, so
the exhibition flying
ended on a sour note.
That football coach
was later fired for
illegal recruiting.
Continuing with his
hobby shop endeavors,
he also operated his
own Mid-Am
Distributors out of
Lexington in the 1970s
and 1980s. Lew was
instrumental in getting
the city of Lexington,
Kentucky, to develop a
50-acre flying site in
1970 which was used
jointly by Control Line
(2 paved circles), RC
(a paved “T”), and Free
Flight.
Lew has been a
Contest Director since
the late 1950s and has
lost count of the
number of contests he
has promoted and
CDed, but it averages
about three per year
counting Control Line,
Radio Control, and
Free Flight. Lew wrote
12 Stunt columns in
American Aircraft
Modeler from February
1974 to March 1975.
And still another
plane design, The
Akromaster, was
published in American
Aircraft Modeler in November 1974. This plane could be flown
as a top-level Stunt airplane and also it could be easily converted
to an RC airplane. To prove its mettle, Lew won the Open Stunt
event at the 20th King Orange Internationals, December 31, 1973,
flying the Control Line version of the Akromaster. This was a
mere 16 years after his first appearance in the KOI and he had the
same results: first place in Stunt. Senior flier Randy Hancock,
also of Lexington, won his event in this contest also using the
Akromaster. Lew produced kits for the Akromaster through his
own Mid-Am Distributing company for a short time.
In the 1980s, Lew received his commercial pilot’s license with
instrument and complex rating. He has owned three Piper Archers.
He also purchased a T-34 Air Force and Navy trainer which he
calls “... the poor man’s P-51.” He regularly flew up to the new
Muncie, Indiana, AMA site until he retired from active flying.
As a testament to the everlasting qualities of the Shark
design, 1978 Walker Trophy winner, Bob Whitely, campaigned
in the Classic Stunt event at the Nationals with his Mako .35

Shark, winning the championship in 1995, 1997, 1998, and
1999. Bob recently e-mailed the following: “Flying the Shark
.35 was great fun as it would get a corner and bottoms were flat
with no wiggles and I could do this consistently. When Lew
drew up the Shark .35 he really got it right. The flying weight of
44 ounces is very easy to do, especially if you build one of the
kits from Eric Rule’s RSM company. Anyone that wants a really
good Classic plane that can also be used in open competition
would be well served by having one of these models in their
fleet.”
In one of his last competitive appearances, Lew competed in
the 1997 Vintage Stunt Championships in Tucson, Arizona. He
flew his 1965 Shark that had been refinished in red, white, and
blue colors and now sported a ST-46 engine. He finished a
respectable 12th place. He also flew at the VSC in the “rain year”
of 1998.
Lew McFarland was inducted into the Precision Aerobatics
Model Pilots Association Control Line Precision Aerobatics Hall
of Fame in 1998
along with Robert
Dailey (of I-beam
wing fame), J.C.
Yates (designer of
the Dragon), and
Art Adamisin.
In September of
1998, the RSM
company kitted the
Shark 45. From
Eric Rule, “At that
time everything
was hand-cut on a
bandsaw and
sanded. In
December 2002 we
acquired a laser
cutter and
converted the
Shark 45 to laser
cut.” Eric also
mentioned that
Lew went over the
initial plans and
made nine
modifications to
bring the plans up
to his standards.
RSM has also
kitted the Ruffy
and the Shark .35.
Long-time
Stunt flier and
Lew McFarland
biographer, Wynn
Paul, says of Lew,
“He is the absolute
prototype of the
truly dedicated
modeler. He just
relishes in every
conceivable aspect
of the hobby
including design,
building, flying,
competition,

innovation, publishing, manufacturing parts, acting as a Contest
Director, promoting the hobby through various exhibitions,
operating hobby shops, officiating, assisting newcomers, and all
with a professional and pleasant demeanor.”
Lew McFarland has contributed to the Stunt world in the
form of a classic design, The Shark, which endures to this day as
a competitive plane; he was a 2-time National Champion, a
Walker Trophy winner, and 2-time World Championship team
member; he had his designs published in the magazines; he has
been a Contest Director for over 40 years; and has been a hobby
store owner and operator for over 45 years.
In 14 Nationals appearances, starting in 1956, he earned 2
firsts, 1 second, 1 third, 3 fourths, and 3 tenths for ten Top-10
finishes. He won the Walker Trophy in 1961. He has flown in six
FAI Team Trials with one 2nd, one 3rd, one 4th, two 7th, and one
8th-place finishes.
Four of his Stunt plane designs have been kitted: The Ruffy
by Sterling in 1956; The Shark by Jetco in 1961; the Dolphin by
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Jetco in 1963; and the Shark 15 by Jetco in 1964. The Shark,
Ruffy, and Shark .35 have been kitted by RSM for the fliers in
the 2000s.
In the 2000s, in his late 70s, Lew has had some medical
problems but still owns and operates a small hobby shop in
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Lexington, Kentucky; he still organizes various Radio Control
contests and fly-ins. He is a frequent visitor to the Control Line
circles at the Lexington Model Airplane Club field. Truly, Lew
McFarland is one of the “gentleman legends” of Control Line
Precision Aerobatics. SN

Removable Landing Gear
Plate System Part 2
By Bob Hunt

e left off in the March/April issue with the landing gear
plate epoxied onto the landing gear ribs in our demo wing
panel. It should be cured by now …
The next step is to frame out the opening with scrap balsa.
Each opening will require a custom fitting of the framing parts.
The framing pieces should be glued into the opening as required
with either foam-safe CA glue, or with an aliphatic resin wood
glue. I prefer the CA glue option as it lets me work faster. Glue
the end framing pieces in place first and then carve and sand
them flush with the airfoil curve of the wing.

W

Next cut and fit the fore and aft framing pieces and carve and
sand them to match the surface of the wing. Typically I make
these from either 1/4-inch or 3/16-inch thick balsa.
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A removable hatch piece must now be made. This hatch piece
will have a 1/32-inch plywood base and a balsa cover that will be
blended to match the airfoil of the wing. It will be held in place
with two 4-40 screws that will thread into the blind nuts that we
installed in the plate assembly in Part 1. The cover plate only has
to prevent the landing gear wire from coming out of the 1/8-inch
groove in the mount plate. There is no real stress on this piece, so
it does not have to withstand any forces that might tend to pull
the landing gear wire out of the wing. It is simply a retainer.
Okay, so the first step in making this cover plate assembly is
to trace the exact shape of the framed out opening. I do this by
taping a short piece of etched drafting Mylar over the opening.
Tracing paper also works well for this operation. I make small
pencil marks onto the Mylar at the corners of the opening and
then put an arrow on the piece of Mylar to indicate the front. I
then cut out the Mylar piece and check to see that it fits properly
into the opening. Using a soft pencil, I make “X” marks directly
over the center of the screw holes that were drilled in the first
part of this how-to.
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Next I remove the Mylar piece and place it onto a
piece of 1/32-inch plywood and tape it at the ends.
Using a scriber or a center punch I make indentations
at the “X” marks and then cut out the plywood piece
using a sharp #11 blade knife. I turn this piece over
and mark it to indicate which side faces front and
into which opening it will reside. (For example:
“Inside front” or “outside front.”) I then drill at the
punch marks with a 4-40 clearance drill and test fit
the 1/32-inch plywood plates into their respective
openings to insure that the screw holes line up
properly.
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These plywood plates need to be laminated to balsa that is
thick enough to allow the plates to be shaped to the wing’s airfoil
after they are bolted in place. To do this I run a continuous bead
of medium viscosity CA glue around the top of the plywood
plate, being very careful to not let any glue get near the screw
holes. The balsa cover plate will have to be relieved for the 4-40
screws and if the plate is glued too close to the screw holes, the
balsa “plug” will be difficult to remove cleanly.
Run the glue bead onto the plywood plate and then place the
plate, face down, onto a piece of medium density balsa. Drill
through the screw clearance holes to transfer the holes through
the balsa piece. Sharpen a piece of 5/16 O.D. brass tubing using a
sharp #11 blade knife. Do this by “skiving” around the inside
edge of the tubing until the lip is sharpened to a fine edge. Place
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the brass tube over the holes in the balsa piece and sight through
the tube to insure that the outside diameter is concentric to the
screw holes and then twist the tube while pushing down gently.
The sharpened edge of the tubing will cut down through the balsa
and stop at the 1/32 plywood. When you retract the tube there
should be a clean balsa plug in it and there should be a clean hole
in the balsa cover plate.
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Using a disk sander, the edges of the balsa cover plate can be
trimmed to fit flush with the edges of the plywood plate. Then the
cover plate assembly can be bolted into its corresponding
opening. Use a knife fitted with a #26 Whittler’s blade to carve
the balsa plate to approximate shape and then, using a sanding
block, finish the shaping to make the balsa cover plate fit the
airfoil shape perfectly.
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After your landing gear is bent and fit to the recessed landing
gear plate, the cover plate can be opened to allow the gear leg to
exit through it.

That’s it! I have been using this system since 1976 in one form
or another and it yields a clean looking method of making
removable landing gear. The entire system is both light and
durable.
Hope this helps you produce a lighter and cleaner model. SN
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Beginnings
R

By Doug Dahlke

eader input (411): Dave Shipton, CEO of Hobby
Hideaway, Delevan, Illinois, shows us his original Hughes
HH-1 sport-Stunter, which is thought to be 1cc-powered
and is an unusual design choice. There is lots of smaller sport
Stunt stuff around these days.

At 80-inch
span, Harry’s
“Twin
Warrior” is a
big model and
is the most
Warrior this
lad’s ever
seen. Dual
Torp .29
“Specials”
handle the 64
ounces of this
Big Mama
very well,
we’re told.

From those who think differently: No names are
available here. At first glance, you’d think these were
combat designs. Not so. Indeed, they were entered and
flown in FAI Stunt! Yup. Given the year, 1955, it’s not
clear just what this dynamic duo’s approach was to
Dave Shipton’s version of the Hughes HH-1 is fer sure creative and it’s the first “appearance points,” unless the term didn’t translate
one I’ve ever seen. Long snout and short wings suggest higher speeds and
well, or maybe the diesel’s ether fumes got to them? On
careful attention to balance is likely to be important.
the other hand, maybe this was an attempt to explore
regions of larger Reynold’s Numbers? What do you
Celestial Law dictates that no column can run without Harold
think? (I’ve heard the Low Aspect Ratio Preservation Society
Youds’ latest project. Here he shows us an FW-190, which is as
folded shortly after inception and only one T-shirt is rumored to
yet un-flown. Power is Harold’s de rigueur Fox .35.
exist.)
Also visible is his new, collapsible, field stand—slick. Sez
Harold, “The old knees just don’t work as well as they did when I
was a kid.” (Try the butcher shop, ’cause that’s where kid-knees
While others flew
are found.)
Smoothies and Noblers, the
One of
Harold
Youds’ latest
is this semiscale FW-190
Stunter with
one of his
many
ubiquitous
Fox .35s up
front.
(Should he
ever move to
Harrow
Street, one
assumes his
shop would
become
known as
“The Foxes
of Harrow.”)

on-reader input: Harry B. Fake Jr. of Annville, Pennsylvania,
shows his attractive Veco-based “Twin-Warrior” which was
designed by his Uncle Paul in 1950, we’re told.
The newly added center section is merely stock chord width
with sufficient length to clear 10 inch prop tips. Like the thennew Studebaker of that year, this pod-and twin-boom fuselage
shows obvious, strong, Peter thirty-eight influence. Harry claims
excellent single engine flight.
So here’s yet another, legit, O.T. Stunt twin.
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Russian Stunt Mafia
explored ultra-low Aspect
Ratio designs (i.e. under
2:1). The result was these
1955 Rubenesque-plus
models using K-16 diesels.
While trendy faddists
doggedly sought a
transfattie explanation,
cooler heads simply
suspected that landing
gears were expediently
attached to earlier,
inadequate combat models,
caused by wimpy motors.

Ribbed fuel line: good idea or overkill? Circa 1959, Ripmax of
the UK offered modelers ribbed fuel lines and I also believe it
was offered in the States. The object was to prevent fuel starving
kinks or collapse of
the fuel line. Seems I
used it a couple times
with no problem, but
it’s not been available
for some time. Does
anyone know “Why?”
Cost issues?
In the category of, “I wonder what ever happened to  ” is this nonkinking, ribbed fuel line. Wonder why it’s no longer produced?

needs a longer aft M.A. 3. Wing flex acts differently in a climb
versus a dive. 4. Yawing forces increase once yaw starts,
whereas, sweepback tends to dampen yaw, etc. (See
Aeromodeller 7-1957.) Let me point out here that newer materials
like carbon fiber would likely alter some of these issues due to
extra rigidity.

Grandpa’s stooge:
From out of the
thrilling days of
yesteryear comes this
all-metal, high-quality,
1946 stooge by
Rangercraft. One of
the earliest known
commercial stooges, it
was rumored to have
displaced many
prevailing brick and
string setups of the
period. Unfortunately,
cost restricted sales.
Check out this very high
quality, spring-loaded
stooge from 1946 by
Rangercraft.

o winners in Stunt quiz: A couple of columns back, a prize
was offered to anyone who could tell us the model name and
company of the only Stunter kit to be sold that came with NO
plans or assembly diagram. Here’s exactly what guidance you
were given on the kit box:
Fox “Sky Hook” trainer: “ … with the pushrod in the outer
position, your Sky Hook becomes a full Stunt trainer, capable of
loops—eights—overhead eights and all the other Stunt
maneuvers … No plans or paper to worry over. Look at the
picture—look at the parts—then fit the parts like the picture and
you are in.” So there you are folks, the company name was FOX
and the model name was “Sky Hook.”
Building tool: Sometimes you need to cut a full or 1/2 circle out
of balsa, gasket material, foam, or whatever. Some have wanted
to cut out a round national insignia from covering film. All of
these will be neater with a tool like this, rather than an X-Acto or
scissors. As always, a carbon steel blade is superior to stainless
steel, which doesn’t hold an edge worth squat.

Building tip: In case you
missed this the first time
around, here’s a simplified
layout explaining leadout
placement. Best I can tell, it
was originally based on
Bob Palmer’s idea of one
leadout on top of the other.
Sketch “B” shows why we
now group our leadout wires
close together. However,
Sketch “A” shows exactly
the same principle as applied
to the vertical plane of a
model.

KidVenture 2009: Why not make this the year you actually
come to KidVenture?
Forward-swept wing? Not sure I savvy all of this, so add to it if
you can or wish to, O.K.? Advantages: 1. It is more stable
because of a longer M.A. for a fixed length of fuselage. 2. A large
part of the wing area is aft of the Center of Pressure, thereby
helping stability. Disadvantages: 1. It needs more fin area. 2. It

A low-buck circle cutter can be made thusly. Good for engine
gaskets, fuselage formers, national insignia, et cetera.

M.O.M. Our Model of the Month is the “Collapsible Trainer” for
Drone .29 Diesel engines which was designed by Ray Rusher in
1951. Some things you may want to know: First off, this is the
only trainer I’ve ever seen to use a first model Drone .29 diesel
(or any Drone for that matter). The first model Drone is “special”
because it lacked a compression adjustment screw. What this
meant to the user was that, in order to adjust the compression,
“all you had to do” was unscrew the four head bolts and add or
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subtract head gaskets! How simple and convenient! I remember
watching our club president do exactly this. However, he did
become very proficient at the procedure. Too complex? Cheer up!
There’s a simple alternative! “All you have to do,” instead, is
bring along separate cans of ether, castor oil, and kerosene. The
mixture is then altered by adding small amounts of these
ingredients. That way, you don’t have to “bother” taking the head
off and on “all the time” to change the compression. It’s not as
bad as it sounds. The only time you have to change compression
is: 1. When the air temp changes, or 2. When the humidity
changes, or 3. If you change prop size, 4. Once the motor warms
up, 5. etc. So you see, a few
simple expedients like this
and you could avoid having
to carry a lot of spark plug
components along with you!
On the other hand, you
could buy a Drone head
with adjustable compression
built in. You have been
warned about 1st model
Drones! The second model
Drone came stock with an
adjustable compression
screw which allowed you to
screw around—so to speak.
The Arden motors were also
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available with fixed compression. Both McCoy and OK Cub
motors came with adjustable compression screws. But let’s get
back to the model itself.
Mr. Rusher’s folding wing design idea looks like it was
inspired by full-scale carrier aircraft practice of the period. The
problem here is that what was originally a space-saving idea of
vertically folding the wings is attempting to be used as crash
protection. The conceptual flaw is that in the event of a crash, the
wings are more likely to fly forward, rather than up. The likely
result is the likely breakage of the thinnish pivoting lugs in the
event of a crash. Further, the great number of joints suggests that
they are wondrous
catchers of fuel
residue. My suggestion
is to build this model
with a solid, one-piece
wing and use rubber
band retention for the
wings. On the bright
side, here’s another
O.T. Stunt model with
admittedly modest
Stunt potential but, as
Jim Lee once proved,
light construction and
horsepower solves
most ills. SN
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Crash Repairs
P

art of any large repair is coming up with exact match touch
up paint. Over the years I’ve developed a way to insure I
always have some touch up for every model in my air
force. Many of my models have custom colors that were mixed
by Bob Brookins. I always get more custom paint than I plan to
use on the model so if that scratch or major repair is necessary,
I’ll have the matching paint. That seems pretty simple, but I know
of many people who couldn’t get the paint to match on custom
colors … or even stock colors.
This year I mixed my own from custom toner supplied by
Dave Midgley, and I made enough extra to almost paint a second
ship. I used his toner, Brodak B-25 silver, pearl additive, and
purple candy apple Brodak dope for my custom color. (Karyn
likes it very much, so I might be on the right track.) That might
sound like overkill, but because my model is take-apart (Tom
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By Windy Urtnowski
Morris’s system), I might want to repaint a part at some future
time and would really want the paint to match.
Another issue in using custom colors, metallics, or pearls is to
shake them constantly before putting them in the gun and during
spraying to maintain colors being similar. Even if you’re spraying
a paint that’s from the original batch, custom mixes—especially
those containing metallic and/or pearl particles—are very
sensitive to how the particles are dispersed in the liquid. A small
nut in the spray gun helps keep most colors from settling out if
you shake the gun every so often.
An old school tip: If using white, put in a few drops of blue to
minimize yellowing after years in the sun. Be sure to keep some
material from that batch for touch-ups, as it may not be an exact
match to new material. Repairs are tedious enough without
having to deal with re-mixing paint to match. SN

By Matt Colan

The Next Generation

A

n “older” Next Generation flyer: In this issue I am
featuring Mike Palko. Mike is 29 years old so you may be
asking, “how is he a next generation flier?” Well, I asked
Stunt ews editor, Bob Hunt, where the upper age for a next
generation flier should be. He wrote back, saying, almost half
jokingly, “anybody under 30 qualifies!”
Anyway, here is Mike’s story:

a ten year old’s hobby, so buying an iron was out of the
question when we already had one at home. This was just one of
many setbacks during the build and throughout the year.
“Come spring we joined a local RC club. The RC club had a
flying field on the edge of town, which just happened to be the
same field we passed occasionally on weekends. We paid our
dues and went to the required meetings. However, the new
endeavor didn’t last long. The general club membership had no
real interest in kids. Not to mention the club meetings were held
at the local VFW where drinks were plentiful and inappropriate
language was common. Shortly after we joined we stopped
going and I was back to square one.
“That same summer my dad surprised me when he came
home from a yard sale one Saturday morning. In his hands was
a Cox EZ Flyer Cessna 150 Aerobat. It was the coolest little
airplane I had ever seen. We looked it over and found it flew on
strings; what a bummer.

Mike’s first beginner win came at the 1994 GSCB spring contest.

“My entry into control line aerobatics was much like any
other. As I was growing up I was interested in everything; cars,
trucks, rockets, kites and eventually model airplanes. My first
airplanes were the stick and sheet balsa rubber powered models,
the kind that came in a clear bag and were sold in craft stores
and variety stores. Like most kids, I always wanted something
bigger and better, but I would take what I could get.
“I remember driving towards the edge of town on Saturday
afternoons and seeing the radio control airplanes flying. I didn’t
know anything about them other than I really wanted one. With
enough nagging and talking about it that day finally came on
what I remember being my 10th birthday. My dad took me to
Penn Valley Hobby Shop, which I visit weekly to this day, and
the owner helped us pick the right airplane. It was a PT-electric,
PT being an acronym for perfect trainer. The hobby shop owner
sold us on electric power because it was clean, quiet and safer
for kids.
“That winter we built the airplane and did our best to ready it
for its first flight. What a struggle that was! That iron on plastic
covering was impossible to apply with a household iron. Yes, I
said household iron. The airplane and supplies cost a fortune for

From left to right Ted Heinritz, Mike Palko, and Dan Banjock with
their airplanes and trophies at the 1995 Middlesex Modelers contest.

“I was still interested so we read the instructions and thought
it looked easy enough to fly without an instructor. The RC
airplane was such a large investment there was no way I was
allowed to fly it without help, so this was my only option. There
was just one small problem: we couldn’t get the engine to run.
No matter what we did the engine just burped and stumbled,
never once starting. Frustration caused us to wind the snap
starter a little too far which finally gave way. This hobby was
getting old quickly! Another trip to the hobby shop got us a new
snap starter, not that it would help.
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Matt Colan's new Oriental Plus still on the paint stand.

“After a few more days of fiddling with it after work, my dad
gave up. I was desperate to fly so I would give it another try
from time to time. I started to understand the engine a little
more and one day I thought to myself, if the engine ever did
start, I had no room to fly in my back yard. There was no way I
was going to waste the first and only engine run on the ground,
so I decided to go to a local church where I could takeoff from
their parking lot.
“I got the engine running that day for the first time and did
my best to set the needle, but I quickly realized I had no way to
launch the airplane! In desperation I decided to let go of the
airplane and run for the handle. It was a drag race and the
airplane was winning. It went like a race car across the parking
lot and into the grass with me trailing further and further
behind.
“At this point I was thrilled beyond words. I packed up, ran
home and called my best friend to come hold the airplane for
me. We returned to the parking lot and this time the engine fired
up much quicker. My friend held while I ran to the handle not
having a clue as to what to do. When he let go the Cessna
picked up speed quickly. I gave a little up control and away she
flew. It was surprisingly stable and easy to fly which was really
because it had no ability to maneuver.
“This was the start of a great summer. The Cessna didn’t last
long which forced me to buy a balsa wood model along with
two of my friends who were also interested. We built and flew
our Baby Ringmasters, Lil Wizards, and Stuntman’s all summer.
Together we learned loops and wingovers and pushed each
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other to try more difficult stunts.
“Fast forward a year and a half and I had just finished
building my first ‘big’ model, it was a Ringmaster Jr. I found
myself once again at Penn Valley Hobby Shop, this time
looking for an engine to fly the Ringmaster. It was a
disappointing trip because all of the engines were far too
expensive for my small budget.
“That was until a gentleman by the name of Bob Zambelli
introduced himself. Bob saw me in the control line section and
asked what I was looking for. I explained my situation to him
and he soon offered to give me an engine for my Ringmaster.
This was beyond comprehension! I felt like the luckiest kid in
the world.
“We exchanged information and set a date to get together at
his house. I didn’t know it at the time, but this was the
beginning of what has been a life long hobby. Bob gave me a
McCoy .19 and fuel tank, mounted them on the plane for me
and explained what prop, fuel and battery I would need. The
first time I flew with Bob he introduced me to the Philly Fliers.
“Things just got better and better. The airplanes were huge,
the people were great and the flying was amazing. It took two
years, but I finally found a club that was willing to help, and
help they did.
“They corrected my hand position from horizontal to vertical
and retaught me how to fly the basic maneuvers again. By
spring 1993 I had finished building a Sig Skyray .35 that they
gave me including the engine once again. Turns out I really
needed it! I had crashed my Ringmaster Jr. a dozen times before

powered Skyray to five more wins and one second place before
being booted into Intermediate.
“By the time I made it into advanced I had built a Sig
Twister powered once again by a trusty Fox .35. The Twister
got me into expert around 1998 and from this point on I guess
you can say the rest is history.
“Building and flying model airplanes has been a great hobby
in more ways than one. I want to thank everyone who has taken
the time to help me along the way, especially my parents who
gave up their weekends for years to drive me to the flying
field!”
It’s a small world
One week ago, March 13th, I received an email from a next
gen flier named Mason Brown. Mason is 13 years old, and was
at the 2009 Brodak Fly-In, where he soloed for the first time
(June 18th to be exact). Mason flies at an elementary school or
at Dalton Hammet’s house in Albion, Pennsylvania. Good luck
Mason on learning the pattern, and keep those lines tight!

The remains of Mike Palko’s Cox Cessna sit in the shadow of his
amazing Electric Mustang.

I was confident enough to fly the Skyray. By the fall of 1993 I
had learned the beginner pattern and come spring of 1994 I was
reluctantly talked into my first contest.
“The contest was held at the famous Garden State Circle
Burners field in Lincoln Park, New Jersey. There was a great
turn out for a rainy April morning. I flew against six other pilots
and to my disbelief came out in first place. I flew the Fox

Latest from Vermont
Flying season has arrived for the only two fliers that we
know of in Vermont. On the first flying day, my grandfather,
Don Herdman got his Big Job flying. As of March 20, we’ve
flown two other times, and temperatures have been pushing 60.
I’m not sure how much longer this weather will last, since the
average temperature for this time of year is the low 40s, not
upper 50s.
I have been in the finishing stages of my new contest plane
for this year, an Oriental Plus. I am powering it with a PA 40
Ultralite, and am hoping to have it flying by April.
Till next time, fly Stunt! SN
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The Appearance Point

Novi

By Keith Ferguson

I

first saw the Novi I in an Andy Lee Photo taken at the 1965 Nats. I had recently built a
Nobler using the light blue paint scheme on the Silhavy Nobler shown in the same Andy
Lee photo.
The Novi I jet shape caught my interest with the long trim line that extended from the
nose to the tail, over the stab and elevator, like that seen on the USA 1. Later, I found a
small drawing of the Novi I in the September/October 1997 Stunt ews issue. I couldn’t
find a source of full-size plans so I enlarged the small Stunt ews plan to a size where the
ribs matched the size of those shown a copy I had of Dave Gierke’s All American plans. I
built the Novi I exactly to these enlarged plans, including the low landing gear that
restricted the model no larger than a 10-inch diameter prop.
The Max 35S was chosen as this motor was used by Dave Gierke in his later Novi
models. The root and tip rib of the Novi I drawing provided the rib ends used to draw each
rib following the Tom Morris method shown in the Jan/Feb 1999 Stunt ews as the other

Specifications:
Model ame: Novi I
Designer: Dave Gierke
Construction type: I-Beam with full-depth ribs per plan, cloth hinges, 3/4-ounce tip weight
Wingspan: 531/2 inches
Length: 42 inches
Moment arms: Nose 9¼ inches. Hinge line to hinge line 143/4 inches
Weight dry: 53 ounces
Power package: O.S. Max 35S, 0.280 Venturi, O.S. muffler, 4½-ounce metal Uniflow tank
Propeller: Thunder Tiger Cyclon 10-inch Diameter x 5.5 inches of pitch
Finish: Sig Lite Coat clear, Brodak white and Brodak colors, Omni MS251thinner (same ingredients and
formula as shown on Dupont 3680S label)
Line length: 58 feet eyelet to eyelet
Stunt News 48

ribs found on the plan are
inaccurate. After the model was
flown, I found the lead out
location shown on the drawing
was too far back and created
excessive yaw. I had to cut into
the wing and extend the slot to
the wing tip (different from the
plan) to allow the forward lead
out to be positioned ahead of
the I-Beam spar.
During the construction, the
wing silkspan required
recovering twice before I
realized that the brand of clear
that I was using was too brittle
and allowed fracturing to easily
occur. I re-covered the model a
third time, but this time I used

C. F.
SLATTERY
CO.

BYRON BARKER, 2101
LOGAN AVE., NEW ALBANY,
IN 47150
(812) 948-9167, E-MAIL:
LINECONTR@AOL.COM

NEW, STUNT-TUNED:
THUNDER TIGER 36
STUNT $135.00 MAG
$130.00
PAINT STANDS, BODY
JIGS, AND ALIGNMENT
JIGS
VENTURIS, TONGUE
MUFFLERS, TUBE
MUFFLERS
STUNT MOTORS:
MAGNUM, ST, THUNDER
TIGER
DEALERS FOR SIG, BRODAK,
AND RSM
VISA, MASTER, DISCOVER
CARDS
SEND S.A.S.E. FOR CATALOG
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Sig Lite coat clear dope. This was a major improvement and I
haven’t had any tears in more than 50 flights including a lot of
hard landings and near misses.
In painting the Novi, I found more details of the original paint
scheme in a back issue photo of Stunt ews showing Dave, Jim
Kostecky, and Greg Zajack at the 1966 Nats holding the Novi I,
Talon and Patriot respectively. I decided that adopting the
original paint design but using different colors would give me the
model I wanted. I particularly liked the lettering and what I
thought was an eye-catching red letter “I” in the word Novi on
the inboard wing panel that matched the red stripe on the
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outboard panel.
The cockpit detail was copied from the Talon article. I liked
the simplicity and uniqueness of the black rectangular cockpit
edges bordering the pilot and the matching black instrument box
behind the pilot. The canopy is a reshaped 11-inch Sig canopy
that I tinted with a combined Kelly green and teal blue Rit dye. I
didn’t find any views of the paint details on the wheel pants so I
carried over the details shown on the tail. The shape of the wheel
pants required several attempts in wire bending and a pair of old
Veco wheels to obtain the very distinctive narrow look from the
front.

I flew the Novi I at three contests
while struggling to find the correct the
handle line separation distance for the
3-inch bellcrank movement. No nose or
tail weight was required but the controls
were very sensitive until I set the
Fancher handle spacing to 3 inches or
less. The airplane tracked extremely
well though the Hourglass and
Overhead Eight maneuvers.
The wing airfoil and moments are
very close to the Talon: All American,
and Formula S series by Dave Gierke
and Jim Kostecky that they used
successfully at the Nats from 1964 to
1970.
At the last contest I attended, I was
20 points behind first place and realized
I needed something more to improve
my score. I reduced the line length from
60 feet to 58 feet for the final flight and
after takeoff immediately felt the
response improve and the airplane
synchronize with my handle input. I
missed first place by 2 points but found
a new respect for the capabilities of this
design.
—Keith Ferguson

The magazine
dedicated to
all things related
to control line
Carrier - Combat - Electric - Racing - Scale - Speed - Stunt

Control Line World is packed with finishing tips, building and flying
ideas, stories, and features that you can use. Each issue includes tons
of photos, results, product reviews, schedules and announcements.
Don’t miss our exclusive series on The Legends of Control Line, the
pioneers who helped shape and develop this great sport!
And, each issue includes a “centerfold” - a detailed blueprint that can
be easily removed and enlarged for building.

Subscribe today! Don’t miss a single issue!
Subscription forms are available at www.brodak.com or by calling
Brodak Manufacturing at 724-966-2726. Subscriptions are $25 for one
year (four issues) ($35 for international subscriptions).
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CLPA Rules
T

he rules change proposals deadline was March 15, 2010.
There were 40 proposals submitted. These can be seen in
their entirety on the AMA website under Rules—Rules
Proposals—CL Aerobatics Proposals. By the time you read this,
the Control Line Aerobatics Contest Board will have submitted
their initial vote ballots, which will determine which of these will
be further considered and/or subject to cross proposals. An
updated list of those remaining proposals and any subsequent
cross proposals will be maintained on the AMA website.
A summary of the original proposals is on the PAMPA website
and that listing will be updated after the initial vote and as cross
proposals are submitted. Because Stunt ews only appears every
two months, the information that appears in these pages will
normally be superseded by real time events.
For the record, a summary for each of the 40 change proposals
that have been submitted to the AMA for our Control Line
Precision Aerobatics event is compiled below. The complete
wording for each proposal can be found on the AMA website. To
review any one proposal, it will have to be opened separately.
The initial vote will have been completed on May 1 with the
results published on the AMA and PAMPA websites after May
15th. Cross proposals may be submitted until July 30th and the
interim vote to be taken by the Board members by August 15th. I
will post updated information on the PAMPA website. Any
comments you have during this process should be shared with
your AMA District CLACB representative.
CLA 11-1-2: Gleason - Paragraph 14.37.3 - Refine Judges’ guide
on landing discussion on “smooth” descent.
CLA 11-2: Helmic - Skill Class Paragraph 5 - Correct errors for
the Beginners’ pattern that were made when the AMA printed this
rulebook.

By Keith Trostle
Horizontal Square Eights point range.
CLA 11-11: Trostle - Skill Class Paragraph 5 - Correct Beginners
sample score sheet to show “Two Horizontal Eights” instead of
“Two Horizontal Square Eights” to correct an AMA error when
this rule book was published.
CLA 11-12: Trostle - Skill Class Paragraph 4 - Delete “Flight
pattern points 0 – 25” at the bottom of the list of the Beginners
pattern.
CLA 11-13: Trostle - Skill Class Paragraph 5.1 - Change point
range for the Landing on the Beginners sample score sheet from
“1 – 40” to “0 – 40.”
CLA 11-14: Trostle - Skill Class Paragraph 9 - Delete words
entirely in current Paragraph 9 and insert “See Paragraph 11.
Execution of Maneuvers in the CLPA event.”
CLA 11-15: Trostle - Paragraph 14.21.6 - Change wording to
read “further attempts at the same maneuver” shall not be
marked.
CLA 11-16: Trostle - Paragraph 11.1 - Change wording to require
minimum of 2 1/2 laps prior to the Overhead Eights.
CLA 11-17: Trostle - Pull test and line size chart - Correct long
standing error for the listed metric diameters for multi-strand
2-line controls.
CLA 11-18: Trostle - Pull test and line size chart - Revise weight
categories for the given line sizes.

CLA 11-3: Rush - Control Line General Paragraph 9 - Better
define penalty and increase the penalty for a “foul.”

CLA 11-19: Trostle - Paragraph 7 - Follow rulebook editing
convention to show written numbers with parenthetical numeric
numbers.

CLA 11-4: Smith - Paragraphs 7 & 8 - Redefine time limits for
circle entry, engine start and flight.

CLA 11-20: Trostle - Paragraph 9.3 - Change “Control Line
Contest Board” to “Control Line Aerobatics Contest Board.”

CLA 11-5: Trostle - New paragraph 11.2 - Explain that maneuver
descriptions have precedence over maneuver diagrams.

CLA 11-21: Trostle - Paragraph 11 Delete last sentence “Flight
Pattern Points are eliminated.”

CLA 11-6: Trostle - Paragraph 13.6 - Remove
incorrect/inappropriate word “sized” in description for inside
square loops because the four sides are not equal size.

CLA 11-22: Williams - Pull test and line size chart - Change pull
test requirements for the given weight categories. (Check for
Frank’s latest revision of this proposal.)

CLA 11-7: Trostle - Paragraph 13.7 - Revise outside square loop
description to parallel the correct description of the inside square
loops.

CLA 11-23: Williams - Paragraph 11 - Add provisions for Pattern
Points.

CLA 11-8: Trostle - Paragraph 13.14 - Delete wording on the four
leaf clover diagram that specifies return to “normal level upright
flight.”
CLA 11-9: Trostle - Paragraph 13.15, landing description errors Delete “eligibility for pattern points” and add “eligibility for
landing points.”
CLA 11-10: Trostle - Sample Score Sheet - Add “10 – 40” for the
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CLA 11-24: Colan - Paragraph 10 - Change appearance points to
include Workmanship, Finish, Realism, and Originality.
CLA 11-25: Trostle - Paragraph 11.1 - Delete sentence “All fliers
shall attempt to perform maneuvers of approximately the same
angular dimensions.”
CLA 11-26: Buck - Numerous Paragraphs will be affected by this
- The proposal is to remove the 5 foot corner radius specification
so that “turns shall be of a tight radius.” Brett’s proposal gives a

complete listing of the affected paragraphs.
CLA 11-27: Buck - Paragraph 11.1 - Clarify the 2 lap
requirement between maneuvers.
CLA 11-28: Buck - Paragraph 11.1 - Explain that performance of
one maneuver does NOT establish parameters of another.
CLA 11-29: Buck - Paragraph 14.1 - Clarifies purpose of the
Judges’ Guide.
CLA 11-30: Buck - Paragraph 14.17 - Removes the + - 1/8 lap
restriction on judges movement during a flight.
CLA 11-31: Buck - Paragraph 14.14 - Removes the restriction on
judges not to discuss scores during the warm-up flights.
Paragraph 9 will also need to be changed.
CLA 11-32: Buck - Paragraph 11.1 - Define altitude reference for
level flight.
CLA 11-33: Buck - Paragraph 11.1 - Define level flight as a
horizontal plane.
CLA 11-34: Buck - Paragraph 11 - Return the pattern point rules
from the 2007-2008 rulebook. There are a few other paragraphs
now in the rulebook that will need to be adjusted to make this
complete. And, if this passes, some of the previous proposals that
I made to correctly recognize the elimination of pattern points in
the current rulebook can be deleted.
CLA 11-35: Buck - Paragraph 2.1 - Revise emphasis only on age
classification at contests.
CLA 11-36: Buck - Paragraph 14.7.2 - Remove reference to
“Sporting Code” in the Judges’ Guide. This term is a holdover
from when the FAI Guide was adopted into our rules. The
proposal also eliminates the unnecessary/inappropriate word
“nil.”
CLA 11-37: Buck - Paragraph 11 - Explicitly allow warm up
maneuvers before the initiation of an official flight.
CLA 11-38: Buck - Paragraph 13 - Clarify use of wind arrows in
the maneuver diagrams.

There is also a change proposal CLG 11-3 to delete the thong
requirement for CLPA in the Control Line General rules.
And there are some change proposals in the General
Information section of the rulebook that you might be interested
in regarding Class C contests and the responsibilities of contest
officials.
1. Several of these change proposals are to correct what the AMA
was asked to correct a year ago and did not. These include:
CLA 11-2 on the Beginners pattern; CLA 11-10 on score sheet
for the Horizontal Square Eights; CLA 11-11 Fix Beginners
sample score sheet; CLA 11-13 another fix on the beginners
sample score sheet; CLA 11-17 correct listing of metric
diameters; CLA 11-19 follow rulebook editing convention.
2. Several of the Trostle proposals have been made to remove
references to Pattern Point provisions that should have been
removed when Pattern Points were eliminated from the
rulebook in this rulebook. There are also proposals to put
Pattern Points back in our rulebook (CLA 11-23 - Williams and
CLA 11-34 Buck). If Pattern Points are reinstated during this
change cycle, we need to make sure that the following
proposals are dismissed/removed: CLA 11- 9; CLA 11-12, and
CLA 11-14. The CLACB will need to look at these two
separate proposals.
Many of the rest of my proposals are just a matter of cleaning
up the rulebook.
3. The following are reasonable proposals and do not appear to be
controversial:
a. CLA 11-1 Gleason’s refinement of the judging of “smooth”
descent on the landing.
b. CLA 11-3 Rush’s refinement of what happens when a foul
occurs.
c. CLA 11-22 Williams’ revised pull test requirements.
The Appearance Point proposal by Matt Colan and his
grandfather CLA 11-24 will require some special attention by
the Contest Board and input from CLPA enthusiasts will be
welcome. SN

CLA 11-39: Delaney - In the General Information
section of the rulebook, page 10 on Builder of the
Model, delete the specific wording on CL Aerobatics
BOM definition. Then in the CLPA rules, add a new
paragraph 2.2 that defines the BOM as the contestant
who completes at least 51% of the effort to complete
the model.
CLA 11-40: Renkar - This one is a bit disjointed, but
Renkar basically is trying to clarify the start of the
Beginner’s pattern and completely changing how a
flight for the CLPA event becomes official by
eliminating the current wording regarding a flight
becomes official when the airplane goes inverted on
the reverse wingover. Instead, he proposes that the
flight becomes official when the aircraft becomes
airborne and that the pilot can wave off the flight
during the first 5 laps prior to the reverse wingover.
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Part
Part III
VI

The Stiletto
Chronicles
Chronicals
By Les McDonald

And now, the rest of the story ...

T

The 1981 Team Trials: The Labor Day weekend FAI
F2B Team Trials, held at Wright-Patterson AFB in
Dayton Ohio, turned out to be “Bob Baron’s Excellent
Adventure.” I judged at that contest and witnessed one
of Mr. Baron’s greatest performances. Well coached, with a very
good flying plane, Baron simply smoked everyone and won by
over 150 points. Fancher and Werwage juggled positions with

Ted ending up in second and Billy in third. Bob Gieseke placed
fourth but at a team selection anything that’s not in the top three
is irrelevant.
On my way home from Dayton it was very apparent to me that
the top group of Stunt fliers had grown in the past four years.
Guys capable of being team members and winning
championships had now expanded to include Jim Casale, Ted

N

Les contemplates how to negotiate the severely uneven circle at the 1982 World Championships in Sweden. He flew his newest—and
last—Stiletto (#12), which featured an I-Beam wing and the latest version of the Stan Powell-tuned K&B .40 engine.
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Left: Here’s a close-up
view of the top of the
nose section on the
last Stiletto. Note the
strakes that protrude
forward of the leading
edge of the wing.
These were added
purely for style; they
served no other
purpose! They looked
good, though, don’t
you think? Note also
the way the nose
pinches down to the
1½-inch-diameter
needle nose spinner. It
was the small touches
like these that made
Les’ models stand out
from all the rest.
Below: The lettering on
the wing is self
explanatory. Actually,
Les has a great sense
of humor and added
such touches here and
there strictly for fun.

Fancher, Bob Baron,
and several others.
Werwage, Hunt, and
Gieseke were still at
or near the top so I
needed to get busy.
I was aware that
Stunt competition
was not “hand to
hand” combat. I had
no control over how
someone else
performed or the
scoring process that
determines the
results. I did realize I
could control my own
situation by building,
trimming, and
practicing. I relied
heavily on Stan
Powell for my
engines and took
advantage of the
times when coaching was available.
In the past year or so prior to that Team Trials I had gained
weight and had been abusing my body in a variety of ways, so I
started a regimen of jumping rope every day. Some physical
conditioning would certainly help, at least with the body part.
The 1982 Championships were to be held in Sweden and I
remembered suffering in the cold weather of both England and
Poland. I felt my South Florida roots were a disadvantage when I
had to function in lousy, cool conditions. I surmised a hot day in
Sweden would be like a winter day in Miami and I wanted to be
prepared.
The Last Stiletto
When I started building Stiletto #12 I was on a continuing

mission to win Championships. I had never built a specific plane
for a single contest and this one was no different. I had many
years of service planned for each Stunt plane I constructed. The
1982 World Championships would simply be the first contest my
new I-beamer would attend.
In the latter part of 1981 I had not planned to reduce my
aspirations or efforts but somehow I knew, in the back of my
head, this Stiletto could quite possibly be the last one I would
build. I wanted it to be special, something from my “Stunt roots.”
A Stiletto that might have been built by Dave Gierke or Jim
Kostecky; I wanted “performance and pizzazz.”
This one was drawn around the K&B engine, so it was going
to be a bit smaller than the Stilettos in the recent past. The K&B
was lighter than the SuperTigres and had a goofy prop drive
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All of these detail photos of Les’ last Stiletto were taken 27 years
after the model had been built and you can see some results of
age here and there, but the overall effect is still intact. There was
lots of small detail and all of it was very well executed. Note the
intricate detail on the pilot’s helmet (above). Here’s an interesting
fact: All of the pilot figures in Les’ models were smoking a cigar!
Look close and you can just see the top of the cigar in this photo.
Here’s a very interesting treatment of the area where the rudder is
offset from the fin. Note the unique fairing.

adaptor that made the front end longer so the nose moment would
be almost eleven inches. The set up for my K&B 40 never would
spin anything larger than eleven inch props, so I used a 11/2-inch
diameter spinner.
The fuselage was pretty much off the 660 plans with ten
degrees more angle in the tailpost/rudder profile to add length
and I installed two little “radar blisters” behind the canopy just
like Dave Gierke might have.
The stab/elevator was built exactly the same as on #11. Using
a gazillion parts but three inches shorter in span. At 29 inches it
still looked long.
When I think back to the times I was building the I-beam
Stilettos I could never imagine putting these things together with
“tube glue.” Had it not been for “Hot Stuff” CA glue I never
would have considered these projects with all the little pieces and
parts they required.
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The wing differed considerably from #11. Full span tapered
sheet flaps almost three inches wide at the root, a higher aspect
ratio planform, slightly thicker airfoil, and the trailing edge
swept forward 1/2-inch at the tips. It would span right around
59 inches, the final number becoming official after the wing
tips were sanded. Total area would be about 630 square inches.
I built both my I-beam planes by stack carving full ribs
between templates and then sliding them onto the beam itself.
On this one I added a small box spar made from 1/16-inch balsa
sheet two inches in front of the trailing edge to help with
alignment.
The 5/32-inch diameter gear wire had some elaborate bends to
accommodate very spiffy wheel pants. The wheel pants were
turned on a wood lathe, split down the middle and the separation
“face” sanded. This gave them a pleasing ridge along the center
joint and I was quite proud of them. Jim Kostecky would have
approved.
At some point, about half way through the construction of the
airframe one of Diane’s kittens climbed onto my work table and
chewed up about three inches of inboard trailing edge.
Being a mellow, level-headed father and husband I left home
for a week or so, only returning after I ran out of money. Nancy
put up with a lot of this nonsense. Stiletto #12 sat there,
untouched, for weeks.

Above: In this photo of the business end of
the 1982 Stiletto, you can see the cowl
treatment and specifically the very
cleanly-done exit hole for the muffler
manifold. The very subtle intakes on the rear
of the cowl were functional.
Left: Les used very soft and light foam
wheels. To prevent premature wear he put a
strip of Scuff Guard around each tire.

scallops here and there really brought the
graphics to life. I also spent some extra
time with the Rapidograph pen. Nice wide
black ink outlines around the red and
silver trim colors with many cartoon panel
lines, we were looking sharp.
Two or three sessions of clear Sig
Litecoat on top and it’s time for a couple
of weeks off while the paint dries.
Polishing the clear is as tedious as sanding
fillercoat but inspiration comes from
knowing I’m almost done.
Eventually I reentered the real world, fixed the trailing edge,
got back on the jump rope and put my program back on track.
I installed some strakes to the leading edge/fuselage juncture
and extended the flap fillets along the fuselage sides just as
Gierke or Kostecky might have.
In general I-beamers are tedious to finish and I worked extra
hard on this one. Sanding fillercoat between all those ribs with
worn out 400 grit paper is what I remember most; it seemed to
take forever.
By late January the new Stiletto was covered and getting its
paint. Some wide silver trim on the wing and little metallic blue

“I hear Shareen is going with Ted”
Normally wives don’t travel to the World Championships and
Nancy understood why. They can be a distraction, it’s expensive,
and the food can be odd. The accommodations are usually sparse
and transportation around the contest town is difficult. Add in the
fact that the fliers are focused, dedicated, and just not much fun
to be around.
This all went out the window when Nancy found out Shareen
Fancher was to accompany Ted on our Swedish adventure. Nancy
and Shareen were buddies from years past and I was not going to
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talk my way out of this one. How could I
say anything but yes after all the years
Nancy put up with my selfish and
childlike behavior?
I rationalized that by skipping the
Nats funds would be available to make it
happen.
Keith Trostle had been selected to be
a judge at the Championships and his
wife Barbara was going as well. Nancy,
Shareen and Barbara … Three attractive,
street smart, American women,
experienced around Stunt fliers and able
to fend for themselves any place on
Earth.
As I slowly rubbed and polished the
topcoat on #12 I started thinking about
the upcoming Championships. I always
tried to have things in place early so I
could concentrate on trimming and
practice. With Nancy going even more
preparations were called for. Nancy’s
sister would look after Diane. Nearby
friends would feed our menagerie of
cats, dogs, hamsters, a rabbit, a guinea
pig, and several reptiles.
Back to the Future
The first flights with my new Stiletto
indicated I would be quite busy in the
coming months. It wasn’t bad but it
certainly didn’t fly “right off the board”
and it appeared, quite soon, that some
modifications would be needed.
For some unexplainable reason I built Les receives his third Gold Medal at the on-field trophy ceremony at the 1982 World
Championships. He is flanked by Silver Medalist Wu DaZong from China (L) and Bronze
the wing with equal span panels. Bob
Medalist Ove Andersson from Sweden.
Hunt had a Genesis 46 with equal panels
power off on our second floor lodging. His Dremel Tool really
and it seemed to fly very well so I blamed him. I stuck about one
spun on 220 volts for about six seconds. A few minutes later we
and a half ounces in the tip weight tube and prayed Bob Gialdini
were introduced to the hotel manager during a search for any
would never learn how I translated his “Barbell Theory.” Even
other American 110-volt electrical devices.
the big Stiletto 700 had less than one ounce of tip weight. As I
So here we were, Billy and I, once again in a foreign land with
had done in the past, so many times before, I just kept working
on the trim. Within a month things were looking good. Flying my rookie teammates. I had met Bob Baron back in the early
seventies and Ted a year or so after that. The World
standard 5.2 seconds per lap, #12 had good line tension, didn’t
Championships can either solidify or estrange a friendship. These
“hinge,” didn’t “yaw,” grooved reasonably well, and probably
contests will push your emotions and anxieties to the very edge
looked good in the air. This was 1982, the era of the “limited
and on this trip both Werwage and Baron would reach their limit.
adjustment Stunter” and it soon became apparent that the
We will get there shortly.
elevators needed to be a “tad” bigger. After I added some small,
When we unpacked our models in the hotel basement, Billy
hard, clear plastic tabs to the elevators this thing cornered quite
looked at my new Stiletto with approval and simply stated “So
well also. A few other little cuts and tweaks over the next couple
this is where you’ve been trying to get with these things.” He
of months, we were ready for Sweden.
went over it closely with obvious admiration and then picked it
up, felt the heavy outboard wing, looked at me with some
1982 World Championships
trepidation. I blamed Bob Hunt for the awkward moment. I was
Oxelosund, Sweden, was a great location for the
sure, in that instant, he thought he had me beat. I was also sure, in
Championships. Our very comfortable hotel was in the town
the back of his mind he knew that I could probably fly it pretty
square near shops, restaurants, and less than a mile from the
well.
contest site. In no more than two hours Ted and Shareen found a
Billy didn’t like to drive so we convinced Fancher and Baron
wonderful Italian restaurant that served excellent pizza. Soon
it was a tradition for the current “Champ” to be in charge of the
after that Nancy was having doubts about all my stories of how
Stunt van. My suburban upbringing required that I be able to go
rough and uncomfortable it was during my other team trips. I
when and where I needed at any time, without the ignition keys
tried to explain that this was an exception just as the electricity
to something I would suffocate.
went off.
The flying situation was “good news, bad news.” The flying
We were in our hotel rooms only a short time when we heard
site was located in a huge sports complex with all the comforts
the sound of a large screaming wounded bird for about six
and amenities for which one could ask. Beautifully laid out and
seconds and then it’s dark. Bob Baron had managed to knock the
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very well organized, even the weather was
cooperating. The cold wet weather I anticipated
was a “no show” and I certainly didn’t regret my
efforts from exercising. That was the “good news.”
The “bad news” was twofold. The “official”
Stunt circle was not flat—nowhere near it. One
side was at least two feet lower than the other and
the huge pine trees next to it were going to create
“giant air boulders.” The second “bad news” item
was the spacious practice area. It was closely cut
grass. Stilettos don’t do grass. Not this one or all
the others before it. This was no problem for the
other guys but my tiny wheels mounted on short
landing gear made it out of the question.
I spent the first day of practice sitting under the
humongous pine trees watching Ted, Bob, and
Billy fly. I also spent the second, third, and fourth
day watching them burn up the sky. I must have
looked like the most confident competitor in the
history of the event.
During the summer in Sweden it never gets very
dark at night and since I had the keys to the Stunt
van I formulated my own practice agenda on day
one. I would drive the guys to the grass practice
area each morning, stay with them all day, have
supper, and go to bed around 9 p.m. As I write this,
to this day in August 2009, no one knew that I,
with either Nancy or my trusty “stooge,” would be
on the parking lot of a nearby K-Mart-type store at
3 a.m. so I could practice for two hours. Then it
was back to the hotel, meet the guys for a day of
practice on the grass circles with me relaxing, even
napping, under the giant pines. At 3:00 a.m. in
Sweden, in July, it’s just like flying in Dayton,
Ohio, at seven in the evening. No one ever saw me
make one practice flight, when in fact I had
probably flown more practice flights than any of
At the awards banquet in Sweden Les received the Steve Wooley cup, emblematic of
the individual F2B World Champion, and the first-place trophy.
my teammates.
On the evening prior to our allocated “one
practice flight on the official circle” we were informed that “level snarly beast. I don’t remember what engine Ted was using that
week but it certainly wasn’t a very happy motor. I was somewhat
flight” would be based on the uneven grade of the circle. Simply
impressed by Ted’s ability to manage a plane that seemed to lurch
put it meant we had to fly uphill and downhill, putting the
from corner to corner. Bob Baron had to deal with some big
bottoms of the maneuvers either knee high, top of your head
high, or somewhere in between. I was astounded this was even an burps of turbulence so he also held out hope for some better air in
the next round.
issue since the Swedes seem to build everything to the highest
In Round Two my 2923 put me way out in front. When
level of craftsmanship and quality. The paved surface of the
Sweden’s Ove Andersson and China’s Wu DaZong moved into
lopsided circle was billiard table smooth but any form of
second and third things started to turn ugly. Fancher slipped to
excavation and leveling was nonexistent.
fourth and he was okay with that but Billy and Bob were
After making about forty practice flights on a perfectly level
inconsolable.
parking lot I tried my best to follow the ascending then
Trying to be a good guy I sympathized with my teammates
descending terrain during my “official practice flight.” Everyone
and shortly after the end of Round Two I watched Billy march
else that tried this looked horrible also.
over to the judge’s area and launch into a tirade. Billy’s anger
The competition started. As I did my “Takeoff” in Round One
was caused by the scores, so that’s exactly where he purged his
habit prevailed and I flew shoulder level the entire flight. I
fury. It was wrong but at least Billy approached the cause of his
softened up the entire flight trying to be smooth and because of
problem face to face.
the sloping surface I am sure that pattern did not appear “locked
Mr. Baron tried to take his frustrations out on me and I soon
in.”
put a stop to that! Ted and Bill explained to Bob I was not the
At the end of Round One I was in first place by a whopping
cause of his problem but he continued to “badmouth” the contest
107 points over Baron in second. Ted and Billy were third and
in general and me in particular.
fourth.
The deal was pretty much sealed with my 2868 in Round
Billy’s USA-1 had run short of fuel and even though he
Three. It was apparent, as Werwage stated, if I didn’t crash I
completed all the maneuvers his flight suffered, so he still held
would win. I continued to get pretty good air compared to the rest
out hope. Ted flew well despite an angry prop/engine
of our team and the points kept coming. Ted, like always, was
combination. Early in the week, during practice, Bill and I gave
trying hard to improve. Billy was mad but continued to seek
his Intimidation the nickname “Wolverine” since it was a bit of a
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Here is the United States F2B Team and the defending World Champion at the 1984 World Championships in Chicopee, Massachusetts. (L-R)
Jimmy Casale, Bob Baron, Les McDonald (kneeling), and Bill Werwage. This was to be Les’ final competition appearance.

points from somewhere he couldn’t find. Bob just became more
agitated and by Round Four his flying suffered.
In Round Four I finally had to deal with some turbulence and,
guess what, my score went up. My 2890 was 127 points above
DaZong in second and now I’m starting to question my own
success. Ted had some problems in the last round but he ended up
fourth, the result of good Round Two and Round Three scores.
The final results, a 5813, gave me my third World
Championship. Wu DaZong finished in second with 5622. Ove
Andersson finished third with 5609. Then came Fancher, Baron,
and Werwage, which kept the Team Trophy in America. The other
Chinese fliers, Xiandong and Anlin, placed seventh and eighth.
Between the last round of Stunt and the field ceremonies we
all went over to the Combat circle and watched the final matches.
We cheered on Tommy Fluker in the final as he became
America’s first World Champion in F2D Combat. Watching this
was truly a fun and exciting experience for me.
Once more up onto the top step of a podium with “The
Star-Spangled Banner” playing. I was relieved more than happy.
Stiletto #12 was certainly well received and Stan’s K&B
performed flawlessly, but somehow I felt “out of place.” Nancy
was proud, everyone else polite and gracious. I felt as though I
had completed some big chore or fulfilled some responsibility. To
who or what, I don’t recall.
Back at the hotel, dressing for the awards banquet, Bob Baron
knocks on my door. “Hey Bob, what’s up?” I assumed he came to
apologize or congratulate me. He starts right up with “We are
going to protest the lousy judging by boycotting the banquet.”
And, he alone, did just that.
We all enjoyed a very nice banquet and awards presentation
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held in a large meeting hall near our hotel, although I was a bit
embarrassed for Don Jehlik, our Team Manager, who tried to
explain Bob’s absence.
I will always be respectful of Bob’s skill, determination, and
passion for the event, but he and I always pursued our goals
following different paths.
During the party after the banquet Doc Jackson presented me
with the keys to his rental VW Jetta. Nancy and I had planned to
spend nine or ten days touring Sweden and Denmark after the
contest and Doc, aware of this, provided our transportation.
Thanks, Doc.
What’s next?
By the time Nancy and I returned from Europe I was burned
out. The 1982 Nats came and went without me. I couldn’t have
gone even if I wanted to. Ted Fancher won that Nats, no doubt
with a different power arrangement than what he had used in
Sweden. He finally was starting to reap the benefits that he had
worked so hard for and I applauded his win.
While we were in Sweden my father became gravely ill and
passed away shortly after we got back to Miami. My mother told
me that when my Dad first went into the hospital she asked him if
he knew where I was and he responded by saying, “Sweden.”
Then she asked him if he knew why I was in Sweden and he said,
“To compete.” After fifty years of marriage those were the last
words she ever heard from him. He and I were never very close
but he did take some pride in my accomplishments with the
planes.
I had no interest getting anywhere near a Stunt plane. After my
third World Championship my co-workers, non-modeling friends,

and others just assumed I could win any contest I entered. No one,
except Nancy, had any idea how hard I worked at this. There was
so much more than staying up late to modify something or getting
up early each day to go flying. The constant thoughts of not
performing well created a pressure and tension deep into my being.
During one alcohol fueled conversation between Billy and I
years before, we both agreed that it was essential to have, at all
times, a plane ready to go. You never knew when someone was
going to knock on your door and challenge you to some sort of
“fly-off,” like some kind of “Old West” gunfight.
I had just won my third Championship, leading all four rounds
by at least forty points, and I was still “insecure.” Success didn’t
bring any form of self confidence to my little world. At the
contests I may have appeared to be cool, calm and collected, but
the reality was far different. A famous rich guy once said “Never
let them see you sweat” and that made sense to me even though I
could be burning up on the inside!
There was an upside to all this. First of all I was the World
Champion with a relatively new plane and a very competent
“motor program.” By now Stan’s K&B engines used only a few
standard parts. The prop drive adaptor, back plate, front housing,
cylinder head, and crankshaft were the only parts he used from
K&B. Everything else was sourced from vendors or specially
made by the K&B factory.
Each and every engine Stan provided me ran exactly as I
requested. They were powerful (for 1982), consistent, and
reasonably long lasting before needing a rebuild. There is
absolutely no doubt in my mind had I not been fortunate enough
to team up with Stan Powell my “Gold Medal” collection would
be much smaller.

I had no interest getting
anywhere near a Stunt
plane.
It was around that time the K&B Company headed into a new
direction and the 40 Stunt motor project “died on the vine.”
However, we had our crankcases, a good inventory of parts, and I
still had my fuel deal, so all was not lost.
The second big plus was that I could attend the 1984
Championships as a defender and not deal with the pressure of a
Team Trials.
The third positive was that the 1984 World Championships
were to be held in the United States. The idea of not having to
worry about shipping fuel or having to transport my huge
“airplane box” was a very big relief.

Thanksgiving in Venezuela
In late October I was contacted by the Aeroclub in Venezuela
to fly a demonstration flight with my Stiletto during their
National Championships. I accepted right away even though it
would be during the Thanksgiving weekend. I enjoyed these
things for purely selfish reasons. No competition, no pressure,
and you were treated
like a movie star. I’m a
lucky guy and I fed on
this sort of thing.
Dave Brown was
also invited to represent
the RC side of the sport.
Dave and I had known
each other for quite
some time from our
hobby industry
connections and deep
down inside Dave had a
soft spot for the Stunt
event. Since I had a
pretty extensive
understanding of RC
Pattern we enjoyed each
other’s insight into our
chosen endeavors.
I hadn’t flown my
Stiletto since Sweden so
I had to deal with a
gummy fuel tank which
I sorted out the day
before my “official
demonstration flight.”
The casual spectators
enjoyed my flight but
the “main local Stunt
guy” told me of his
disappointment with the
“inaccuracies” he
spotted during my
This photo says it all: With a content smile, Les leaves the field of battle for the last time. No competitor ever did
it with more style and dignity. His place in CL Stunt history is assured and we are all richer for having known him. pattern. I had not flown
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The mean season
The Stunt Team
had been selected on
Labor Day weekend
1983. I never made
it to that contest but
I’m sure it was as
nerve wracking as
all the others. The
1984 Team would
consist of Jimmy
Casale, Bill
Werwage, and Bob
Baron.
By early summer
1984 I had that
feeling you get on
the last few days of
a nice vacation: The
drudgery of
returning to work.
It had been a
long time since I got
excited about the
preparation and
practice. I dreaded
the long trips and
wished I could quit
this competition
madness. Somehow
winning made it all
worthwhile.
Twenty-two years after his retirement from Stunt, Les poses with #11 and #12, the last two Stilettos. What was he
thinking? “I can’t believe that Hunt and Werwage are still flying these things”
Swedish Team
Member Johan
my Stiletto for almost four months but I was still crushed by his
Rasmussen came to live with Nancy and me for a month or so
honesty. This is how frail I had become …
before the contest and would accompany me everywhere except
to work. His airplane was stored “Up North” but he still followed
“o way”
me to practice everyday. A nice looking blonde, blue eyed, young
At the banquet in Sweden, I had been approached by a small
Swedish man, he was quite the hit with some of the girls in my
committee of Chinese team people and was asked to help their
neighborhood. I only hope we didn’t scar him for life.
fliers. They proposed I travel to Beijing and show them some of
In August, just as I started my traditional practice regimen I
the finer details of presenting a Stunt flight. I liked their models,
had the good fortune of having Jack Cohn from Mike Mas Video
their pilots, and their enthusiasm so they received an answer on
Productions tape one of my practice sessions. This was a rarity
the spot: “Ain’t no way that’s gonna happen.”
back then since video recording equipment was only owned and
Next I received a phone call from Bob Baron and he asked me operated by professionals. Up until then I had only watched
to help with the paint scheme on a new Avanti he was working on myself fly on short sections of grainy Super 8mm film so it was
for the 1984 World Championships. I tried to point him toward
fun to see the Stiletto fly for a full pattern. The coaching potential
some more artistic people than I, but he insisted on my help and
was immediately obvious.
mailed some planform and side view drawings to me. I very
I practiced and tinkered until late August and around that time
carefully, with colored markers, duplicated the scheme of an early Johan left to stay with someone else, hopefully, a normal family.
Stiletto onto his Avanti outlines and returned them to him. We
I had always been a lucky guy when it came to practice
will see later if he recognized the parody or actually considered
weather. August/September in South Florida is called “The Mean
using it. No way was I going to help any group or individual beat Season.” Rainy season usually starts the third weekend in May
me.
with daily afternoon thunderstorms, but by late summer it can get
brutal and stay that way for weeks. My luck finally ran out. Two
The party has started
weeks before heading to the Championships the wind and rain
Miami in 1983 was no place for an emotionally frail person to kept me from being able to fly.
live. My neighborhood had gone crazy and I was right at the
After missing a week of practice because of the weather I
center of this ongoing party. Drinking way too much and abusing
packed my stuff into the Mercury sedan and headed for
a variety of drugs I didn’t give my “Stiletto Program” a second
Werwage’s house in Ohio.
thought until the summer of ’84. This had nothing to do with
model planes, precision aerobatics, practice flying, or winning
Full circle
Championships. I thought I was having a great time, totally
Arriving in the late afternoon I headed directly to Billy’s
oblivious to the problems I was creating for myself, my family,
flying site near the airport. He was in the middle of a flight with a
and my marriage.
plane I didn’t recognize. It looked like a big pale blue Olympic to
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I had enjoyed my “Fifteen Minutes of Fame” several
times over, made my little mark in the Stunt event, and
had become a small part of its history.
me. After he landed I noticed it was called the Blue Max and
definitely not one of Mr. Gialdini’s designs.
Considering the upcoming “venue,” I instantly voiced my
opinion to Billy that it didn’t have “The Look.” He simply stated
he was in the latter stages of his traditional “Fly-off” and would
probably use a USA-1 for the contest. His program was certainly
different than mine.
Within a day or so we were flying from morning till dark and
watched each other’s flights commenting on the details of each
flight or engine run. We slept at the homes of Billy’s various
ex-wives and girlfriends and had meals that were light and cheap.
We kept our planes at his Mom’s house and I was even fortunate
enough to tour the attic: the famous “Museum.” I enjoyed every
minute. Moments like this were the only times I felt warm and
fuzzy about all this. For the past ten years Stunt had been cold
and hard, so this time with Billy, on his turf, I had the feeling that
I finally was part of “The Special Group” but still not knowing if
there was such a thing.
A day or so before leaving for the contest we went searching
for a car top carrier and wound up in nearby Olmsted Falls, my
summer playground from years past. I saw my Uncle’s old house,
the bridge from which we threw firecrackers, the apple orchard
where my older cousins convinced me that “eating green apples
makes you stronger” with the obvious consequences, and other
places from my childhood vacations. Thinking back on watching
Stunt planes fly in the parks around here and being with Billy I
had the feeling that my life had come full circle. I felt like Peter
Pan and had Déjà vu all at once.
The 1984 World Championships
The 1984 World Champs were held at Westover AFB in
Massachusetts. I loaded up the Stiletto, USA-1, and Billy into the
Mercury sedan and we all headed for Chicopee.
This was more like a Nats than a World Championships. No
transport boxes, plenty of fuel in the trunk, lots of familiar faces,
and each Team Member did his own thing. Everyone had their
own car keys.
Jim Casale had won the previous Nats on this very site but to
no advantage because it was a runway just like all the others. For
once we finally had enough practice space, even if we had to
sacrifice the color and intimate atmosphere of the dedicated
European sites.
Like so many times before, Billy and I started getting
accustomed to the flying site, New England air, and the settings
of our models. The air was cool and quite breezy. There was
power but the afternoon wind used it up. We soon noticed that
when the wind changed direction from “down the runway” to
“over the hangars” things got scary. I removed the sealing tape
from the flaps of my Stiletto hoping to kill some speed up in the
maneuvers. I also extended the “down arm” on my handle to have
enough turn at the bottom left corner in the square eight during
the heavy winds that were predicted.
Baron and Casale both had new models. This was not unusual

for Jimmy since he seemed to produce about one plane a month.
His Spectrum with an ST60 looked good in the air and on the
ground as well.
Bob’s new Avanti was very well done. White with simple red
and black “Stilettoish” graphics it almost appeared familiar to
me; actually quite familiar. He used an abbreviated version of
what I had sent him jokingly the year before. Best looking plane
he ever had!
We did the Opening Ceremonies in an early morning fog and
the official flying started shortly afterwards. The fog didn’t last
long … The wind took care of that.
The wind was only moving at about 10 mph as Round One
started. Billy and Zhu Younan, from China, were the only top
fliers fortunate enough to fly in this moderate breeze. By 11:00
a.m. the wind started to howl over 20mph and it was my turn to
fly. I did what I could and ended Round One in third not too far
back. Jimmy was 11 points behind me in fourth and Baron, the
victim of a bad glow plug, was way back, 180 points from the
leader. In Round One several models lost their lives because of
the brutal wind.
Round Two started the same way, doable in the morning,
white knuckles after 11:00 a.m. Tents were blowing away and
folded lawn chairs sped down the runways.
Remember the old saying “What goes around comes around?”
Two years before, in Sweden, I only had to deal with rough air
for one flight. Now it was my turn to “Pay the Piper.”
Billy and I both got murdered in this round. The wind velocity
far exceeded our capabilities. Younan lead this round also but
now Baron had moved into fourth right behind Compostella and
Anlin. They all flew early and well putting Billy and me pretty
much out of it.
Bob Baron always seemed to function better when Mike
Rogers was helping him as a coach, consultant, and friend.
Mike’s help really showed at this contest since he was able to
keep Bob mellow and focused. Bob was an amazing competitor
but he really needed Mike’s input to round out his presentation.
I finally was able to get some decent air in Round Three and
flew pretty well but not as well as Younan. He led this round also.
Do we see a pattern developing with this Chinese guy? His little
buddy Anlin was moving up also. Thankfully Bob Baron was
able to split this pair up with a “burner” in Round Four. Bob won
this round with the highest score of the contest.
I didn’t realize it at the time but in Round Four, the Stiletto,
my “Trick Blue Shirt with Stars” and I headed to the circle for
our last flight ever. You have no idea how great it would be for
me to be able to say I put in a breathtaking, hair-raising flight to
win this contest. Sorry to say it but I could never fly that good
and the points were not going to magically appear as they had in
Sweden.
Obviously first place went to Younan; he won three of the four
rounds. Bob Baron’s sufficient Round Two score added to his
excellent Round Four flight put him in second place or shall we
say Silver Medalist position.
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Nu Anlin won the Bronze cookie, Jimmy Casale in fourth (no
cookie) and me in fifth. Werwage ended up in seventh.
As Billy and I began our traditional debriefing, while having a
drink, it was agreed by both of us that “We fought the wind and
the wind won.” I congratulated Bob Baron on his second place
and then suggested to him had he not gone to China the year prior
to coach their team his medal possibly may have had more
yellow in it.
“Big Art Adamisin” was the “Event Director” so the whole
affair ran firmly and fairly. Team Manager Dave Elias, assisted
by Bob Hunt, performed those duties effectively and
professionally. In fact the entire F2B event was given a big
thumbs up by not only our team but everyone else’s as well.
The banquet was very nice with good food, lots of awards,
plenty of appreciative applause, pretty girls, many “see you next
time” promises, and a few “I’ll be back” declarations. At the end
of the evening I simply said “Goodbye” to my friends and fellow
competitors not even realizing myself that I would never be back.
The long drive home
In the solitude of the Mercury sedan heading South, back to
Miami, I analyzed my situation. In years past I would use this
quiet time thinking about how to improve my program. Not this
time. The realization sunk in on several valid points. Let’s review.
The frustration of practicing and preparing for a contest that
turns into a “windfest” was fresh in my mind and it’s happened
more than a few times. This is certainly no one’s fault but trying
to fly some sort of decent pattern in turbulent 25mph winds, with
the power systems we had back then, was survival not
competition.
Sit back for a moment and think of a tiny Butterfly leaving his
cocoon after months of anticipation and finding out the weather is
going to be crap for the next week or so! The fact he was sleeping
and not practicing reduces some of the sympathy but you know
he’s going to be a bit disappointed.
Another thing I thought about was the fact that I was the only
competitor from the top group that had a regular day job. We all
believed the Chinese fliers were full-time professionals and here
at home I was competing against musicians and airline pilots. Not
only did these people have more talent than I did they had more
time to advance their skills.
I also felt the airplanes and engines were about to change. I
was almost correct on this since we didn’t know about the pipe
systems yet or the specialized engines just down the road. In any
case I was sure I would need to build something different with
more power. The thought of building another Stiletto, learning a
new engine and setup was daunting. I did not have the
enthusiasm to take the next step.
The thing that really sealed the deal for my retirement from
Stunt was my visit with Bill Werwage in Ohio. It was simple.
Hanging out and flying with Billy in Ohio somehow seemed

to tie everything together. My life in Stunt had run full circle,
returning me to my youth. Remembering the cool summer days,
the air filled with the scent of castor oil, fresh-cut grass, and
beautifully crafted model planes. The excitement of a young boy
was gone, replaced by a quest that required work and dedication
by a middle-aged man that had run out of energy and enthusiasm.
In retrospect I had done it all. The Nationals, World
Championships, a Concours trophy, Air Shows, magazine
articles, product endorsements, Stiletto kits, the whole enchilada.
More importantly I had made friends. All of you would easily
recognize the names of the people I consider to be life long
friends. I shared many unique and adventurous times with these
guys. It was not always blue skies and fun but we never lost
respect for each other regardless of our personal agendas. We
whined, argued, and complained but through it all we maintained
respect.
I had enjoyed my “Fifteen Minutes of Fame” several times
over, made my little mark in the Stunt event, and had become a
small part of its history.
I must be “A Lucky Guy” because that is exactly what I had
set out to do fourteen years earlier. Mission accomplished!
Twenty-five years later
I enjoy having nice fingernails now and have for the past
twenty years or so. I had not flown a Stunt ship since my last
finals flight at the 1984 World Championships until August 23rd
2009.
On that Sunday morning I was visiting the local flying field
and after watching Pete Schlesser go through a pattern with his
profile Cardinal I asked him if it would be okay if I could fly it. I
had noticed the outboard wing a bit high while flying inverted so
we tweaked the flaps and off I went. With a grabby prop and a bit
lean on the needle it was too fast. I wanted so much to fly it well
but any sort of down input made it hinge and lose line tension so
I did some inside squares, triangles, and all the round stuff.
During the flight all I could think of was landing and trying to
cure this little airplane’s illness. I did not fly it again. I made a
few suggestions to Pete and went home thinking all day how to
make it fly better. There was no fun, no nostalgia, no “look at
me,” just some trim problems that needed attention. I gave up a
few fingernails that evening. It just happens when I think about
Stunt stuff.
My daughter, Diane, has three kids of her own and Nancy is
now my ex-wife and long gone. I see her at birthday parties for
the grandkids and we get along quite well, but I had finally worn
her down with the drugs, alcohol, and infidelities many years
before. The airplanes were not the problem, I was.
In the past twenty years I have carved out a wonderful life but
Stunt is just a small part of it now.
My wife, Roberta, is always saying I should build something
and start flying again, just for fun, and I keep telling her, “Be

The excitement of a young boy was gone,
replaced by a quest that required work and
dedication by a middle-aged man that had run out
of energy and enthusiasm.
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I’ve had my run and now I just want to be
remembered as “A Lucky Guy.”
careful what you wish for.” It would be impossible for me to fly a
Stunt plane for “fun.” She never met the “other Les” and I am not
about to introduce her to that guy.
Roberta has enlightened me to how to understand things and
my eyes have opened to the fact that some people could quite
possibly build and fly Stunt models just for the pure joy of it.
In 1994 I had the distinction of being inducted into the
PAMPA “Hall of Fame.” With all the ups and downs I had lived
through in the ten years since my last contest flight this was an
honor that is still impossible for me to describe.
That visit to the 1994 Lubbock, Texas Nats allowed me to
hang out with my fellow “Stunt Fighters” and with no mission or
agenda I was looking at these people from a different perspective.
I felt, just a little, like an “Outsider looking in.”
After the induction ceremony I presented my “Trick Blue Shirt
with Stars” to Robby Hunt. Believe it or not there was only one
shirt and I used it from 1973 until my last flight in 1984. Bob
Hunt has raised a fine young man and I hope Robby is looking
after my precious apparel. (He certainly is … —Ed.)
In 1996 I was fortunate enough to experience one more very
high point in my “Stunt life.” I had volunteered to be a judge that
year and like all the other judges I spent the entire week watching
flight after flight in the hot sun. No complaints here since the
flying was truly impressive and there is a certain satisfaction in
scoring each maneuver.
The realization that my very best flights from the Seventies
and Eighties may have put me in the top twelve here was a little
sobering but it validated the fact that refinement is a good thing
and managed horsepower is everything!
The high point came when I was asked to help Dave Gierke
and Jim Kostecky judge appearance points. Dave and I had met
many years before but I had never been in the presence of Mr.
Kostecky until this Nats. If you remember, these two were my
“main guys” in the beginning and the hour or so we spent in that
room, by ourselves, with all those Stunt planes was not only fun
it was an honor.
I was the “new kid” so they beat me up pretty bad and I only
wished that moment could have lasted longer, but, as grownups,
we all know they can’t. When Jim passed away not long
afterwards I felt a true emptiness; the same emptiness you feel
after losing a life-long buddy. I had been around Jim Kostecky
maybe three hours total but in my mind we had been close friends
for over twenty-eight years.
In late 2001, facing insurmountable debt, Orange Blossom
Hobbies closed. The creditors auctioned off the inventory, put a
For Sale sign on the building and then sent us all home. After
working there for twenty-seven years I couldn’t get away from
that place fast enough but the realization of unemployment
loomed over my head.
Not old enough for Social Security and not smart enough to do
anything other than sell model airplanes I needed a job for a few
more years. And one more time, I’m a Lucky Guy.
In September 2002 I received a phone call from a sales rep at a
major hobby distributor. She advised me that Wally Warrick of
“The Hobby Superstore” in Fort Lauderdale had been trying to
find me with an “employment opportunity” and that I should
arrange a meeting with him. We met, we talked, and then shook
hands. I had a job.

The Warrick family had been in the hobby business since 1972
but until 2002 it had been somewhat of a satellite operation from
their much larger printing business.
Wally explained to me that play time was over, he was now
personally overseeing the day to day operations and wanted “The
Hobby Superstore” to be the finest in the land. Young, confident,
and optimistic Wally had the business acumen and financial
resources to do exactly that.
In the five years that I worked there I watched Wally grow that
store into the largest volume, free-standing retail hobby shop in
the United States. I did a good job of managing his airplane
department and he watched out for my well being until I retired
in November 2007. We will always remain the best of friends.
For an employee, there is no greater feeling than being
respected and appreciated. Thanks, Wally.

For an employee, there is
no greater feeling than
being respected and
appreciated. Thanks,
Wally.
In conclusion
No matter what your hopes, goals, or aspirations may be there
is one constant that we all share: The airplanes. There is nothing
more exciting than being in the presence of a well built, nicely
finished Stunt ship and if that airplane has some history all the
better.
Participating in the Stunt event can be a wonderful hobby; to
simply enjoy building and flying these magnificent planes as a
diversion from life’s daily challenges. It can go beyond that. It
can become your only challenge and everything else around you
becomes secondary. Competing in Stunt does create a certain
lifestyle but for me, to be a Champion, required so much more.
I kept pressing on until winning became an obsession and in
the long run I’m glad I did. Success with my Stilettos defined my
life and I will always look upon those years with a great deal of
pride.
In writing this story I have tried very hard to convey my
perception of what was going on around me during the Stiletto
years and I hope, in some small way, “The Stiletto Chronicles”
have enlightened and entertained you.
I often think about how a perfectly trimmed modern Stiletto
powered by a piped PA65 might perform. If this ever happens it
will not be from me. I’ve had my run and now I just want to be
remembered as “A Lucky Guy.” SN
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Robin’s
Robin’s View
View Productions
Productions
Bob
Bob Hunt’s
Hunt’s Lost-Foam
Lost-Foam
Wing
Wing Building
Building System
System
In 1968 Bob Hunt began
experimenting with foam wing
cutting, eventually becoming one of
the world’s most acknowledged
and accomplished experts at the
art. He liked the inherent and
easy-to-achieve accuracy that a
properly cut and covered foam
wing virtually assures.
Bob has developed a wing
building system that takes
advantage of the accuracy of the
foam cradle pieces, which are just
as accurate negative airfoil shapes
as the foam cores are positive
airfoil shapes. He has devised a
system in which the foam wing
blanks are marked for desired rib
positions for a built-up wing, prior to
being cut into a wing shape.

Once the core is cut, the rib
positions are marked accurately
onto it and labeled, and they are
also marked and labeled in the
lower cradle section. The core is
then cut up into extremely accurate
rib stations to be used as templates
for generating equally accurate
balsa ribs. An absolutely perfect
built-up representation of the
original foam core shape can then
be assembled in the lower cradle
half, which is at this point a
form-fitting building fixture.
Bob first tried this process in
1993, and the very first wing built in
the system was absolutely accurate
in every respect. That wing was

Our motto:

built for Bob’s
Tucker Special, which
went on to win the
Vintage Stunt Championships.
Its wing was light, strong and true!
Since that time, Bob has been
constantly developing and
improving his Lost-Foam Wing
Building System, incorporating
many unique innovations and ever
more accuracy-ensuring
techniques. Its success is evident
by the large number of top
aerobatic champions who have
chosen Lost-Foam as their
preferred wing building method.
Included on that list are Bill
Werwage, the 2004 World
Champion, and David Fitzgerald,
the current World Champion.
The Lost-Foam Wing Building
System has many advantages over
any other type of built-up wing
fixture system. The ribs that are
generated from the cut-up foam
core templates are accurate to
within a few thousandths of an
inch, and they fit perfectly into the
lower foam fixture to yield a
perfectly shaped wing. No other
system keys on and trues the
outside shape of the wing as it is
being built! Foam leading edge
molds—which are exact replicas of
the front of the wing shape—are
used to generate hyper-accurate
leading edge shells that have a
perfectly shaped leading edge
radius. Improperly shaped leading
edges are a major cause of poor
model performance. The
Lost-Foam system solves that
problem completely!
Lost-Foam Wing Building
Systems are available for any
straight taper or constant chord
wing, and either straight or Warren
Truss rib schemes can be ordered.
RVP offers a two-DVD set that
takes you through every aspect of

the
Lost-Foam
process For those of you who
have your own foam cutting
equipment, the DVD program
covers all aspects of making your
own Lost-Foam fixture
components. For those who do not
have foam cutting equipment, the
DVD program offers a complete
step-by-step narrated video tutorial
on making a perfect Lost-Foam
wing with fixtures purchased from
Robin’s View Productions.
Bob Hunt’s Lost-Foam Wing
Building System DVD set (two
DVDs totaling 207 minutes) is
available from Robin’s View
Productions, PO Box 68,
Stockertown PA 18083. Phone:
(610) 746-0106 or e-mail Bob at
robinhunt@rcn.com. The two-DVD
set is list priced at $39.95, but is
available for a limited time to
PAMPA members for $24.95, plus
$5.00 postage and handling (US
only).
Start building better, lighter,
stronger, and much more accurate
wings today! This system and
these techniques are, according to
Bob, his most significant modeling
contribution to date.
Bob also offers a custom
building service for Lost-Foam
wings. Please contact Bob at RVP
for pricing and delivery times and
terms. Bob has built more than 250
Lost-Foam wings to date!
Robin’s View Productions
PO Box 68
Stockertown PA 18083
(610) 746-0106
robinhunt@rcn.com

Relentless Innovation!

PAMPA Products Price List
Prices Effective January 2008
FAI RULES: F2B Current Year ..............................................................

$ 2.00

AMA RULES: CLPA Current Year ......................................................
CLPA 1951-52 (Old Time Stunt) ..................................

2.00
2.00

PAMPA RULES: Bylaws ........................................................................
Old Time Stunt ............................................................
Classic Stunt ................................................................
Rule Change Proposal Form .......................................
Rules Committee Procedures ......................................

.25
1.00
.25
.25
1.00

PAMPA GUIDES: For Contest Directors ...............................................
For Nats Event Director ............................................
For Nats Tabulators ...................................................
Nats Judging Guide .................................................
For Stunt Clinics .....................................................

2.00
5.00
2.00
5.00
2.00

PAMPA FORMS:
Maneuver Diagrams - Modern Pattern .........................................
Beginner Pattern ......................................
Old Time Stunt .........................................
Critique Sheets - Modern Pattern .................................................
Beginner Pattern................................................
Old Time Stunt..................................................
Score Sheets - Expert, Advance, Intermediate ............................
Beginner ..............................................................
Old Time Stunt .....................................................
Classic Stunt .........................................................
Contest Forms - Scoreboard Sheets (24” X 36”) * ....................
Scoreboard Sheets (8 1/2” X 11”) .............. ....
Registration Forms (One per Event) ................
Master Check Sheet for Head Judges ..............
Stunt News Report Form .................................
Customized Certificate Awards* .....................

.25
.25
.25
.25
.25
.25
.25
.25
.25
.25
5.00
.25
.25
.25
.25
1.00

STUNT BIBLIOGRAPHY: .................................................................... 10.00
42 Page List Chronologically By Subject of all (4000) Published Stunt Articles
ARTICLE REPRINTS: As Listed in Bibliography per Page .............

.25

PAMPA PAMPHLETS:
Life Time Competition Records by Wynn Paul (20 Pages) ................
2.00
Master Plans List by Bill Dawson (30 Pages, 600 Planes) ...............
3.00
Control Line Source Book by Ralph Wenzel (14 Pages, 140 Suppliers) 2.00
PAMPA BOOKS:
Old Time Stunt Page Plans by Tom Morris (84 Pages) .....................
Classic Era Page Plans by Tom Morris (148 pages) .........................
Pioneers of Control Line Flying by Charles Mackey (184 pages) .....

8.00
12.00
12.00

MAILING LISTS, LABELS, DISKETTES: (Order from Dave Gardner)
Alphabetical List of U.S. Members .....................................................
3.00
Zip Code List of U.S. Members ...........................................................
3.00
List of Members from Other Nations ...................................................
2.00
Labels of U.S. Members .......................................................................
25.00
Labels of Members from Other Nations ..............................................
15.00
List of Members with in Your District ................................................
1.50
Labels of Members within Your District .............................................
10.00
Membership List on Diskette ...............................................................
5.00
PAMPA TEE SHIRTS: .........................................................................
10.00
Sizes - M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL (Add $1.50 for XXL and XXXL)
Colors - White, Black, Red, Sky Blue, Royal Blue, Navy, Teal
Note: List several color choices in case your first choices are out of stock
PAMPA GOLF SHIRTS: ...................................................................
$ 25.00
Sizes - L, XL, XXL, XXXL (Add $1.50 for XXL and XXXL)
Colors - White, Black, Red, Royal Blue,
Note: List several color choices in case your first choices are out of stock.

PAMPA CAPS: ....................................................................................
10.00
Size - One size fits all
Colors - White, Black, Red, Sky Blue, Royal Blue, Navy
Note: List several color choices in case your first choices are out of stock
PAMPA DECALS: Small (1 1/2”Black on Clear, Fuel Proof)...........
Full color water transfer decals Sheet with one large & two small....

.25
2.00

PAMPA PATCH: (Cloth 3 “ Four-Color) ..............................................

2.00

PAMPA PIN: (1 1/4”Metal Lapel Pin, Five-Color) ...............................

4.00

BACK ISSUES OF STUNT NEWS: (Cost for Entire Year) (# Issues)
1973 - $10 (6)
1978 - $15 (9)
1983 - $ 5 (3)
1988 - $15 (3)
1993 - $ * (7)
1998 - $30 (6)
2003 - $30 (6)

1974 - $15 (12)
1979 - $10 (7)
1984 - $ * (8)
1989 - $30 (6)
1994 - $ 10 (2)
1999 - $30 (6)

1975 - $15 (12)
1980 - $ 5 (2)
1985 - $ * (9)
1990 - $30 (6)
1995 - $20 (4)
2000 - $30 (6)

1976 - $15 (11)
1981 - $15 (9)
1986 - $15 (4)
1991 - $30 (6)
1996 - $30 (6)
2001 - $30 (6)

1977 - $15 (12)
1982 - $10 (7)
1987 - $15 (4)
1992 - $35 (7)
1997 - $30 (6)
2002 - $30 (6)

* Call for prices
PAMPA COLOR BROCHURE: ..........................................................
(A Great Handout at Contests, Shows & Hobby Shops)
PAMPA PLANS:
TRIVIAL PURSUIT by Ted Fancher ...............................................
GOLDEN FALCON by Chris McMillin ...........................................
CAVALIER by John Simpson (two sheets) ......................................
PROFILE NOBLER by Jim Harris .................................................
MO’BEST by Larry Cunningham (two sheets) ...............................
CAPRICORN by Orestes Perdomo .................................................
GRANDPA’S BIPE by Charles Mackey .........................................
STUKA ‘97 by Matthew Neuman (two sheets) ...............................
STUNT TRAINER by Pat Johnston ...............................................
VEGAS by Steve Buso ...................................................................
MOITLE by Francis D. Reynolds..................................................
NAKKE by Juhani Kari...................................................................
DRAGON by J.C. Yates..................................................................
MADMAN by J.C. Yates................................................................
DOCTOR by Ted Fancher ............................................................
MEDIC by Ted Fancher .................................................................
SHAMAN by Steve Moon ................................................... .........
SATURN by Fred Carnes..................................................................
CUTLASS by Jim Kostecky (two sheets).........................................
STUNTRESS by Joe Adamusko (two sheets)..................................
THE FORCE by Mike Pratt.............................................................
SCARED KITTEN by WildBill Netzeband.......................................
BEARCAT III & MUSTANG III by Al Rabe (two sheets)...............
PIUMA by Bob Zambelli (two sheets).................................................
RUFFY by Lew McFarland.................................................................
ORIENTAL by Dee Rice.....................................................................
LANCET by Vic Carpenter .................................................................
TWISTMASTER by Bob Reeves.......................................................
VALKYRIE by Harold Price (two sheets)...........................................
LEGACY 40 by Allen Brickhaus.........................................................
HALLMARK by Gene Schaffer...........................................................
ORIENTAL PLUS by Dee Rice (two sheets)........................................
NUTS & BOLTS by Sam Deheleans.....................................................

.15

15.00
15.00
15.00
10.00
15.00
15.00
10.00
15.00
10.00
15.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
10.00
15.00
18.00
15.00
10.00
10.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
10.00
10.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00

PAMPA ART: (Signed and Numbered Limited Edition Prints by Mike Keville)
Argus
Stunt Wing
Cojones
Guided Whistle
SV-11
Venus
Gieseke Nobler
Skylark
Super Duper Zilch
Two More Seconds
P-51 Mustang
‘59 Thunderbird
Demeter
Vector
B-17
Each .............................................................
3.00
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PAMPA Product Ordering For m
Item Description

Quantity Price Each

Total for Products*

*Minimum order $5.00 Please
**Shipping: US Orders Under $60 add 25%;
US Orders $60 or Over add 20%
Other Nations Airmail add 40%
Other Nations Surface Mail add 30%
Canada and Mexico add 35%
Mail Order to:
PAMPA Products
c/o Jim Snelson
7200 Montgomery NE, #287
Albuquerque, NM 87109

Shipping**
6.75% Tax (NM Residents)

Total Cost

Method of Payment
 Cash

 M.O.

 Check No._____________

(All checks payable to PAMPA must be drawn on US Banks)

 Credit Card
(505) 332-8007
pampaproducts@hotmail.com

Total

 Master Card

 Visa

Account #:_________________________________
Expiration Date:____________________________
Signature:_________________________________
Telephone #:_______________________________

Ship to:
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PAMPA News & Reports
Brett Buck
972 Henderson Ave. #4
Sunnyvale CA, 94086
brettbuck@comcast.net
(408) 246-8173

Vice President’s Report

Falling down on the job
As my many fans no doubt noticed, my column was absent
from the last issue. So I will freely admit I failed to fulfill my
commitments—my unpaid commitments, anyway! I haven’t had
a day off of work since early December—and 4 trips. I had all
sorts of great plans to generate my column the day after the
deadline in January, but didn’t, and then was on two trips with no
access to my iMac, so, I couldn’t do it. This one was late, too—
but to compensate, I offer you a Double-Size portion of my
drivel! Such a deal …
Same problem also affected my ability to go to the Southwest
Regionals. I really enjoyed the trip down and the contest last
year, but I got back from my launch rehearsal late Friday, and just
didn’t have the energy to jump in the car and drive to Tucson the
next morning.
And if you think my dedication to the job doesn’t cut it …
… you will soon have the opportunity to take it over! I have
decided not to run for VP again. I have enjoyed doing this (and
my previous District X Director’s job) immensely but I think it’s
time for someone else to take a shot. No ulterior motives, secret
hidden reasons—just time to move over and let someone else
take a shot at it. I have a bunch of work commitments coming up.
I will probably not make it to the Nats this year or the next, and I
have to say all the travel has burned me out a bit. I have made the
Muncie trip solo the last 4 times, including two last year, and
that’s a lot of driving.
I am far from done with Stunt. I expect the next chance I get I
will be back with all new equipment and approach, and loaded
for Bear (and David, Orestes, and Billy)! You will be graced (or
more likely, cursed) with my presence for a long time to come,
the fates willing.
All Quiet on the PAMPA Front
(With apologies to Erich Maria Remarque.)
PAMPA business has been notably quiet. Not much going on
recently at all. Bob Kruger is going to soon try out a new version
of the software underlying the PAMPA website, and hopefully
gets us going with the long-awaited/anticipated online signup.
That has the possibility of making the membership process much
easier and quicker, and with the relatively low cost of an on-lineonly membership, it could be a very significant source of new
members.
However, Bob could use some assistance. In particular, if
anyone has any experience with the DotNetNuke website
software, please contact either Bob or myself as soon as possible.
Partly it’s about not wanting to be “single string” (i.e. only one
person knows what’s going on), and partly it’s about having two
heads to troubleshoot any problems that might come up. We
already did a bit of that with the Secretary and Treasurer
positions and I think that is working out very nicely indeed.
In general, we want to have some backup or load-spreading in
all the positions, so as always, volunteers for any PAMPA
function are welcome and encouraged.

Rule Proposals
The fairly significant changes from the last rules cycle (like
the pull test and pattern points changes) have borne some fruit,
although maybe not in the way intended. It made a lot of people
interested in rule changes. As I write this we are past the
submittal deadline, and about a week before the initial screening
vote. I strongly encourage everyone to visit the AMA website to
review the proposals and provide your CLACB representative
with your opinions. CLACB Chairman Keith Trostle has
summarized them for the PAMPA website, but the details are
important. As always, speak now or you have no basis for
complaint if there’s something you don’t like.
There were 40 (forty, four and a zero) proposals for Stunt and
a few for the General section that also apply! Compare that to the
usual two or three. I did my personal bit with 13, mostly by way
of clarification and making the items that have a general
consensus explicit to remove the need for an interpretation.
Like—the wind arrows on the diagrams are for reference, and
you don’t score the maneuver based on how well it lines up with
the wind. As bizarre as it seems, there have been some on-line
arguments that not only should “missing the wind” be a
deduction on the score, but that it should cause loss of pattern
points. Almost no one thinks that’s the right interpretation, but
now it’s going to say that right out. A lot of mine are like that.
But a few of mine, and a few of the others, are quite substantial.
One of which will probably make me either famous or infamous.
This one, in fact:
Corner Radius
Well, I did it. Almost from the start (in, I think, 1955) the “5foot” radius corner has been a controversial topic. Controversial
because about 10 minutes after the first publication, any number
of people, notably the inestimable Wild Bill Netzeband, realized
it was impossible to execute. It’s been hashed over many times
since (for example, the “Design” column I wrote in the Sep./Oct.
2006 S) and it has been measured at about 12 feet at best.
There’s no debate about it, it’s a fact, you can’t do it with any
conventional design.
The originators of the rule were well aware of this fact early
on. George Aldrich once mentioned to me that they just guessed
at it to begin with, and when it became obvious that it was
impossible, they, and everyone else since, never bothered to fix it.
And from a rules standpoint, it’s not that critical anyway. It’s way
smaller than you can do, so pilots turn corners as tight as they can
without screwing something else up. The judges judge
accordingly—no one ever makes the radius, but no one is
actually measuring it anyway, so the pilots who turn the tightestappearing corners cleanly, without incurring other errors, get the
least deduction and end up winning.
This suggests a very obvious question—it hasn’t been making
a big difference in the results, so why bother changing it?
Because generations of Stunt fliers have appeared to zero in on
the three words “5 foot radius” and neglect the other roughly
5000 words in the book. This is a particular problem for the
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“engineering” types (such as myself). The reason, I think, is
that—unlike almost everything else in the Stunt rules—this
provides a very clear requirement that seems on the surface to be
a “specification.” Engineers love specifications. You can design
to the specifications, and know you have succeeded, it’s all very
neat and clean, unlike the vagaries of subjective judging. It’s a
variation on the “if the only tool you have is a hammer, every
problem looks like a nail” issue.
Of course, once you start designing to the specification, and
find it impossible to meet, or only achievable with extreme
designs, there’s clearly something horribly wrong with the
specification, you don’t like it, etc. Then you look around and see
that everybody else’s design, particularly those of the winners, is
clearly incapable of even coming in the ballpark of the spec. and
no one seems to even be trying to get closer to “correct” —
driving you even crazier! There have been many people over the
years that have driven themselves (and in some cases, everyone
else) absolutely “around the bend” over the 5-foot radius, much
to their detriment. There are a lot of other rules that they seem to
miss in their zeal to attack just one.
I was one of them—I read the rule book, went out and marked
the circle out every 45° for a size reference, and then tried to fly
to the specified sizes and to peg the controls in every single
corner, because that’s what the “specification” required. I
probably turned as tight as a Nobler was capable of turning, I
generally stayed inside the sizes—while making one completely
unrecognizable maneuver after another. I flew my first contest
that way, and despite hitting the sizes and the corners far tighter
and more accurately than everybody else, I got a 380. Other guys
were flying bigger with slightly less tight corners, but made
recognizable shapes that were precise, and got 525s. I caught on
for the most part pretty quick, but didn’t really learn my lesson
fully until 15 years later—at which point I shot into pretty
consistent Top 10s. A square loop with hyper-tight corners inside
the 45° markers that nobody can recognize as a square is
completely worthless. The name of the event is “Precision
Aerobatics” —not “Maximum Coefficient of Lift
Demonstration.”
Of course tight corners are a very important part of the event,
but my goal is to remove the appearance of an actual
specification. For all intents and purposes, the proposal changes
every place it says “5 feet radius” with “a tight corner.”
Somewhere else it says this:
Section 11.2. On all maneuvers where “tight corners” are
specified, the requirement is to make the tightest corners (i.e. the
smallest radius) possible. Maneuvers with apparently tighter
corners will receive the least deduction for corner radius errors.
It is up to the pilot to determine how tightly they can fly the
corners versus incurring deductions in other areas.
… which is essentially what we are already doing, both the
pilots and the judges. An alternate way of looking at it is that the
radius specification is zero. It might as well have been since the
beginning for all the difference it would make. This particular
wording was suggested to me by George Aldrich back in the old
RCO message board. Of course no one is actually measuring
when you judge the event; you are just eyeballing it anyway. If it
looks tight, it’s tight. Note that the Judge’s Guide already says
something more-or-less the same thing.
Note that this proposed paragraph has something it maybe
should not—advice! If you want to win Stunt contests you had
darn well better understand the implications of the last sentence.
So bottom line—the change really doesn’t alter anything about
the way the event should be flown but does remove the illusion of
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a “target” that you have to try to hit, and weights the corners
appropriately with respect to the other aspects of the maneuvers.
Pattern Points
There were two proposals to restore pattern points—mine, and
Frank Williams’. When I mentioned this at the pilots meeting of
several Stunt contests, I got a round of applause. I think that the
overwhelming opinion among the people who have care one way
or another is that they want pattern points back. Frank’s is, I
believe, verbatim from the 2008 rules. Mine is just slightly altered
to include an explicit statement that maneuvers that maneuver
“attempts” are not sufficient to qualify for pattern points.
I think for both proposals, the goal was to remove the
ambiguity that had arisen from the FAI-style approach in the
09/10 rule book. We hadn’t had any issues with this in the one
place we used them before 09—because it was the Team Trials.
When we started trying to use the rules in
Intermediate/Advanced, the sometimes, uh, imaginative
interpretation of the pattern sequence and maneuver entry and
exit rules caused all sorts of problems trying to figure out which
maneuver to give a zero, or what might lead to a zero score. For
example, I think I came to the conclusion that the current rules
don’t require a penalty if you take an incorrect entry or exit path.
Say someone takes an incorrect exit from the round 8 (say, does a
half an inside loop to get back to level flight). Old/proposed
rules—lose pattern points, no debate. Current rules—do you ding
the round 8 even though the error occurred after the maneuver
was over, or do you ding the square 8 even though it might have
been executed perfectly? I expect that some/most would probably
be tempted to ding the round 8, but that’s not clear in the rules.
There are a whole bunch of other examples, all of which could
probably be resolved with a lot of work. At the 07 Team Trials we
had a pretty long discussion about something as silly as the
“kick” at the exit of the square 8 (which seems to have been
intended to be illegal in FAI for some reason, but which we
finally concluded didn’t matter since the rule about it was so
poorly worded). If the 25 most experienced pilots and judges in
the country take an hour to figure that one out, wait until you try
it 10 times a day while judging.
But we had a pretty well-developed method for resolving this
before—pattern points. For years these too have been bones of
contention. But after 50-60 years of refinement, we had it all
pretty well worked out. Maneuver scores were based on the path
from the defined entry to defined exit, and anything else you did
screwy lost you your pattern points. With that, pretty much all the
ambiguity goes away.
I think the original motivation behind the change in 2009 was
to remove the perceived “double” penalty when you failed to
complete a maneuver—you lost the maneuver points, and you
lost pattern points. Whether that was a good reason or not, I think
the cure is clearly worse than the disease. So I think we should go
back to pattern points.
Of course, the same issues apply to FAI rules, but I am not up
to tilting at that windmill. The chances of the FAI adopting the
AMA Pattern Point rules are about the same as getting hit by a
meteorite—while being swept out to sea by a tsunami.
Pull Test and Line sizes table
Frank also put in a change to the pull test/line size table. I
think this one caught everyone a bit by surprise last time, and
although it should have been clear, it didn’t register with me until
it was too late. This was partially about combining the electric
event into regular Stunt, and partially about lobbying by a few
people (with all the subtlety of a brick through a plate glass
window) about the previous displacement-based system that put

any engine over a 76 on .021 lines. This was perceived to be
directed at certain individuals, and there was a bunch of arguing
over whether engine X was a 75 or a 77, what was the tolerance,
etc. So there was a certain logic to having a single requirement
for all models. 10Gs is clearly sufficient for a pull test—Stunt
planes pull about 2.5Gs, that’s split between the lines for 5Gs per
line for the pull test, which means if a line lets go, you have still
tested them to a factor of 2 safety margin. That was already in the
rule book as the electric Stunt pull test table, so just copy it into
the regular Stunt rules, all done.
The problem came not with the pull test, but the associated
line size requirements. Many of the people lobbying for the
electric pull test rules found out now their 77-powered model that
was previously stuck with .021s, was also over the weight limit
for .018 in the new rules so they were on .021s anyway! Karma is
inexorable. Unfortunately karma also causes collateral damage.
There were a lot of “innocent bystranders” also affected, whose
airplanes were under the old displacement limit but over 75
ounces For those who aren’t fully up to speed, it’s entirely
reasonable that the current crop of “40-60 sized” airplanes can fly
just fine at these weights with piped 60s.
Another unfortunate factor is that the line size breaks were all
right around the range that most current models weigh. Models of
essentially the same size that were previously all running 18s
might end up with either 0.015s, 0.018s, or 0.021s. There didn’t
seem to be a lot of basis for some of the break points, either. In
particular, the break point between 0.018/0.021 at 75 ounces is
way out of whack with the others, margin-wise. It needs to be

around 90. And I have yet to find anyone who thinks that flying
airplanes weighing 23.99 ounces (like a Ringmaster/O.S. 20FP)
on wimpy 0.008 stranded is a good idea no matter what the
engineering says.
Frank’s proposal changes the break points. The .015/018 break
point is still right in the middle of the pack as far as weights go,
and so we will still have people trying to hollow out their engine
bolts to try to get under the limit (although, might want to
consider flying upper-50s airplanes on .018s even if you don’t
have to—I think the control response is much better with 18s
because they only have about 2/3 the stretch). But the break point
for 21s is way up there, way beyond any conventional model, as
would be consistent with the strength.
Note also that the principle of weighing the models and
applying a 10G pull test is still there. It’s more valid from an
engineering standpoint than using the displacement. Compare the
power of a Fox 40 compact, and a 40VF—but they used the same
lines. While I was one of those concerned about the extra time
and effort for the contest organizers, this hasn’t proven to be a
huge problem (yet, and for the most part).
I think the next obvious step is to eliminate the line size
requirements entirely and count on the pull test to weed out the
guys trying to fly their Sweepers on .006 solids. I may counterpropose Frank’s to do this. I think the AMA and the insurance
companies will put the kibosh on it, but we’ll never know until
we try. If we think the pull test is a valid way to test the
lines/handle/control system, we shouldn’t care what lines you are
on. That’s the way it has been in FAI forever. We shall see. SN
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Secretary/Treasurer’s Report

A

By Dave Gardner

“Harry Higley” type of book for this? It could even be promoted
to LHSs, to carry on their shelves, and used as handouts at large
gatherings. The big “but” is getting someone, or some group, to
do this. The biggest part of such a project is gathering and
organizing articles already written, not the subject matter. I don’t
have a solution to this, but it’s solid food for thought, if CL Stunt
is to survive beyond our current generations. Think about this …
and bring your ideas to your District officers to give the
Executive Committee something to work with!
The earlier mention of PAMPA Products opens a new topic
here, relative to the cleanup of PP. I’ve been working with Jim
Snelson to identify and clean up the inventory of “stuff.” A lot of
the forms listed are now available as downloads from the
website—for free! The remaining inventory is being reviewed for
appropriate needs, and an up to date pricing and shipping
construct. By the time you read this, all the plans will have been
scanned to electronic files, probably into PDF format. This will
allow PP to send those files to a print shop and have them run and
shipped in very short order. This eliminates having to take a
paper plan to a copy shop to do the same thing. Each plan will be
correct, since it will be run from a common electronic master—
and the plans won’t degrade, either! Multiple copies of the plan
files will be stored in various formats (hard drive, CD, etc) in at
least two locations to provide security for the plan files.
By the time you get this, the new PAMPA Products form will
be in the final version. It probably won’t be in this issue because
of time constraints, but the new one will be dated and noted to
supersede all previous product listings and pricing.
On top of all that, Gene Martine has been doing a heckuva job
with PAMPA advertising! This only goes so far in paying the
bills, but we’re now seeing more and higher quality ads, to the
benefit of all the members!
All that said, I’ll wrap this up and get back to my just-underthe-deadline tax preparation and filing! At least I’m getting a
small refund, so some things are working!
Tight lines! SN

t the time this is being written, the VSC bash is done, and
survived another windy Tucson onslaught! (That’s no
reflection on our District II Director, although he was there
with his new Big Job!) The new and renewing memberships have
slowed to a trickle, with about 900 members currently. I’ll leave
any other membership comments to our Membership Chairman,
Noel Drindak.
At this time, I’d like to comment on the latest Stunt ews for
March/April, since it just arrived this week: This is a great issue!
This is no reflection on the recent output of Mr. Hunt and staff,
since the last few issues have been superb, but this last one has a
very wide scope of in-depth articles, covering a significant array
of topics … something for everyone, I’d say!
In the last column, I mentioned something about the old
Novices looking for information about the current state of Stunt
and how to get back in the game. These folks with Stunt interests
are suggesting articles on possible airplane
selection, engines, props, fuels, trimming,
and building techniques.
Kits by
One never knows how many (if any)
actually read a column. I know the feeling
III
from producing a club newsletter and
having members say “who reads that?”
when a topic they’ve asked about was
HIGH QUALITY LASER CUT KITS AND LASER SVCS.
prominent in print!
I still think the concept of some sort of
JESS-TER (P), OLD FOKKER (P), TROPHY TRAINER (P), SPACEWALKER (P),
“Beginners Guide to Stunt” is a good idea.
PT-19, IMPERIAL RINGMASTER, SPITFIRE AND THE STILETTO 660
This may well incorporate articles and bits
PLANS AND RIB SETS FOR KITS ALSO AVAILABLE.
and pieces which have already been
published, but not in any chronological or
2010 HOPEFUL KITS
technical order. To do right, this represents a
STUNTMACHINE, STUNTWAGON, STILETTO 35, TRIDENT, P-40
heckuva project, folks, but worthwhile
BLACK TIGER, PROFILE KELL(P) & MORE TO COME. (CAD PLANS INCLUDED)
doing. It would probably take an ad hoc
committee to outline the scope and content,
CONTACT: WALTER UMLAND, P. O. BOX 350293, PALM COAST, FL. 32135-0293
and track down some of those earlier
CALL: 386-447-4247 OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE: HTTP://WWW.BUILTRIGHTFLYRIGHT.COM
articles. It could also define the “missing
links” which would have to be written. If
laser cutting service coming soon!
done properly, and promoted, this could be
a great PR item, and part of our PAMPA
ALWAYS REMEMBER, IF IT’S “BUILT RIGHT, IT WILL FLY RIGHT”
Products library. Is anyone up to doing a

Walter
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Membership Message

oel Drindak
Membership Chairman
180 Lake Hill Rd.
Burnt Hills Y 12027-9403
(518) 399-5939
drindak@gmail.com

I

’ve been very busy the past few months becoming PAMPA’s
first Membership Chairman. This position was created by
making the Secretary-Treasurer’s duties relating to
membership into a separate job. I process all membership
applications and maintain the data in an accurate and up-to-date
membership database. The paper forms are filed for backup. I
send weekly database updates to our Secretary-Treasurer Dave
Gardner and our Webmaster Bob Kruger. Dave needs the
database to order mailings of Stunt ews and Bob needs it to
update website access. Also, I deal with individual members’
problems—mostly “I didn’t get my Stunt ews” and “I didn’t
get my CD.” I refer the “I can’t get on the website” problems to
Bob Kruger.
PAMPA currently has 884 members—750 US members and
130 International members. These numbers are essentially the
same as they have been for the last two years. However, they’re
about half of what they were ten years ago. We can grow and
we need to grow. Having more members makes everything we
do easier and better, whether it’s running contests, finding good
judges, or producing a great newsletter.
Stunt is in a golden age. There are some truly great engines

available with amazing power and performance. Electric power
is now a fully competitive option. We have state-of-the-art
building materials—Styrofoam, Rohacell foam, fiberglass,
carbon-fiber, and Kevlar that team with balsa to make possible
stronger, lighter, and better performing Stunt planes than ever
before. We have high quality hardware to make building
easier—metal, plastic, and carbon-fiber tanks, lightweight
wheels, carbon-fiber landing gear and wheel pants, ball-link
control systems with carbon-fiber pushrods, high-strength
fasteners, and an array of great finishing products. For those
who don’t want to build, there are inexpensive ARFs that are
very competitive performers.
We need to tell people these things. Tell your friends in
Stunt, whether they’re ex-members or prospective PAMPA
members. Tell them that Stunt is in a golden age. Tell them
about Stunt ews. Tell them what a great publication it’s
become—share an issue. Give them an application and invite
them to join PAMPA. Tell them.
We need your help to grow PAMPA.
Yours in Stunt. SN

Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island, Vermont

H

i everyone. I have been asked to
represent District I, as Dave Cook
is retiring from this privilege. I
will try my best to keep everyone
informed, about what is going on around
here, but I must confess, I will never
attempt to be or consider myself to be

Dave’s equal.
Dave Cook has been my mentor for
many years. We go way back: the early
1960s to be exact. I was flying in the
Senior class and I think he was involved
with every New England contest ever
held back then. Heck, I think he has been
involved with just about every New
England contest since. I remember his
flying back in the day.
You know, I was very good in
competition, winning many of the
contests that I entered. In the last few
years of my competing as a Senior I won
every contest I entered. I’m not saying
that to brag. It’s just the way it was. But
here’s the reason I mention it. I remember
seeing Dave compete and fly in a distant
circle. I asked, “Who is that flying over
there?” When someone pointed out that it
was Dave Cook, I thought, “I hope I
never have to fly against that man!” It
would be like going to a contest and
wondering who would place second. He
was precise, smooth, and unshakable.
I never did compete directly with
Dave, as I was inducted into the military
and ended up in the U.S. Air Force, and
toured Viet Nam and Germany. I did not

District I
By Will Moore

get back to model airplane flying until
about 8 years ago, but that’s another
story.
Dave has been coaching me over the
years and has been a huge help. His
suggestions are humorous and right on,
and he always gives you what you need,
not what you want to hear. And Dave is a
true gentleman. He is also the only guy I
know who can keep a Nobler on the grass
doing level laps at full flying speed. And,
he’s the only guy I know who flies clockwise. I know there are others, but he is
the only one I know.
I’ve tried building him an electric
Nobler but I keep getting messed up
because I end up building something
backwards. (He doesn’t know this.) I
think I’m going to design a symmetrical
side-form fuselage with removable
landing gear so I can put the landing gear
either top or bottom, for both flight
modes. I’m going to surprise him
someday soon.
There will be a few new airplanes
coming out to our contests this year.
Dave has shared a few in previous
columns. I’m finishing up an electric
Nobler to fly in Classic. I have also an
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electric variant to the Thunder Cloud that
John Ashford designed, but I do not think
I will have time to finish the airplane this
year.
Steve Yampolski is up to no good.
Honestly, he went and bought a real
airplane and is getting his instrument
rating. Now why did he go and do a thing
like that? I hate it when people grow up

District II

and start playing with the real thing. Matt
Colan has a few tricks up his sleeve and
he has so much enthusiasm for this sport
that I think he will move up fast and
catch us all. Keep up the good work
Matt!
We have contests this year in all the
usual places. There will be a Fun Fly at
Wrentham, MA on June 12 and 13. The

Lee, MA contest, in the Berkshires, will
tentatively be on August 21 and 22. The
21st will be a practice fly day for anyone
wishing to use the field. The 22nd will be
the contest day. The Mass Cup at
Wrentham, MA is slated for September
11 and 12.
We are looking forward to this year’s
activities. See you all there!SN

New Jersey, New York

By Windy Urtnowski

S

now is the topic for District II this
cycle—snow, snow, and more snow.
I know my friend Billy Sargent is
flying regularly on the frozen lake behind
his house but I’ve been consumed trying
to get the Big Job ready for VSC.
Rich Giacobone is well along on his
new Strega. I’ll try to get some photos of
it as soon as he’s done with the paintwork.
The Stunt community had a great
birthday party for John D’Ottavio, who’s
now 87 years young. Actually, he’s in
better shape than I am at 64. (How does he
do it? Is it the orange paint?)
I got to the Javits Motorcycle Show,
where I linked up with Andy Lee and
Mike Rogers. My mission was to get some
ideas for a custom color for my Big Job.
Bob Brookins always steps up to the plate
with custom paint, and this year I also got
some cool toner from Dave Midgley,
whose new business venture is doing very
well. I got some great ideas from Sina
Goudarzi, who joined us for pizza and
showed us his talents doing logos and cool
custom paintwork. As a bonus he came up
with a new logo for my custom
motorcycle business, and I’m going to use
these logos on future Stunt ships too.
Thank you, Sina!
I thought I’d pass on one of the best
tips I’ve come across in a long time if you
live where ice freezes. After I took a really
serious fall on the ice behind my house,
Billy Sargent turned me on to Yaktrax.
These cost about $20.00 and snap right on
your shoes for walking in snow and ice.
They are good to use when flying on icy
fields as well. They are sold direct by the
company ([800] 446-7587, www.yak
trax.com) and by many sports equipmentrelated sources. If I’d had my Yaktrax last
month I could have avoided a dozen trips
to the chiropractor. Karyn and I both wear
these every time it may be icy where
we’re going.
Buddy Weider’s new ship is ready for
trim paint as this goes to print, and I hope
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we’ll get photos by next cycle. One of the
best days of last summer was riding my
new Yamaha R-1 up to Buddy’s home to
see his air force and the Cobra car he
handcrafted with his son nine years ago. It
still looks brand new and has never even
been washed, according to Buddy. His
new ship is electric powered and looked
great when I saw it. We terrorized his
neighborhood in the Cobra, but he
wouldn’t let me drive. (Hmmm. The same
thing happened when Thomas Case took
me for a ride in his Cobra when we visited
him in Brazil. And here I thought my
reputation for being a great driver was
known around the world!)

is one of the best craftsmen I’ve ever met,
so I expect some awesome models in the
near future. One of the things for next year
is to completely redo and modernize my
workshop. I’ll be looking to Les for ideas
as he worked in my shop many years.
Speaking of new shops, Kent Tysor has
his shop done and ready for the building
of his next ship. It’s a stand-alone building
that looks fabulous, and I’m sure Kent will
enjoy many relaxing hours in the new
shop. I think he got as much snow as I did
in the last few storms. Get snowed in and
build all day—works for me.
Rich Peabody sent this announcement
for a great upcoming event:

Richard Oliver and all his friends in
Texas have had snow too, so I got a few
less calls from him telling me how nice
the flying weather was on his private
flying field.
Ray Dore of Louisiana sent us New
Orleans Saints hats the week before the
Super Bowl, and of course they played
well … but now I have to wear a Saints
hat for a year. Bill Rutherford has to wear
his Giants hat forever, but I only have to
wear the Saints hat for a year. That’s the
way we made the bet, so if you see Bill at
a Dallas game wearing a Giants hat, you’ll
know why.
I’ve heard that Les Demmet’s new
workshop and flying field is to die for. Les

“The GSCB will host the 40th
Anniversary of Old Time Stunt where it all
began: at the club field on Two Bridges
Road, Lincoln Park, NJ. The event is
October 3rd, 2010 and Mike Cooper is the
CD. We will use PAMPA model eligibility
and GSCB scoring. We will award a Spirit
of ’52 trophy. All entrants will receive a
photo plaque of them and their airplanes to
showcase their participation. There will be
photo plaques awarded to three places in
all classes. The tee shirts and hats
commemorating the event will be
available soon! Watch Stunt ews and
Control Line World for details!
“We will fly OTS, OTS II (for flapped
models) as well as OTS Ignition. Classic
Stunt will also be flown (no BOM, by skill
class).
“We will have catered food from Ron
‘The Deli Guy’ and will raffle our readyto-fly OTS Barnstormer as well! Watch for
details about this raffle!
“We hope that ‘Mr. OTS,’ John Miske,
will be able to travel to this event as
honorary CD.
“Come to where it all began!
“Watch our web site—www.gscb.us—
for more details and hotel information, or
contact Mike Cooper at m.cooper@
asco.com.” SN

Ohio, Pennsylvania, West Virginia

District III
By Patrick Rowan

I

t’s March 15th as I write this. The 2
feet of snow on my flying field finally
melted over the last 3 days. Even the
Robins are back from their winter
southern vacation. Time to put some
patterns up.

Cleveland, OH Stunt contest Saturday
winners. Evar photo.

Ray Rowh from Norton, OH with his Profile
Cardinal, LA 46 powered. Cleveland, OH
contest. Dave Evar photo.

Bob Hudak with his PA Beginner entry.
Cleveland, OH. Evar photo.

Joe Rienhard holding his nice Profile. LA 46
powered. Joe lives in Columbus, OH.

Rob Young from the Columbus, OH area
holding his ARF Nobler. Cleveland, OH. Evar
photo.

Eric Keller from New Castle, PA with his
Primary Force ARF. Cleveland, OH. Evar
photo.

Scott Reynolds holding his Silver Knight. PA
61 engine. Scott is from the Dayton, OH area.
Cleveland, OH. Evar photo.

My friend John Tate holding his latest very
nice Profile LA 46 powered Stunter. Willis
Swindell photo.
Wes Dick with his Velvet piped Stunter.
Cleveland, OH. Evar photo.

Till next time, fly Stunt. SN
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District IV
By Steve Fitton

Delaware, District of Columbia,
Maryland, North Carolina,
Virginia

H

ello District IV, I hope this column
finds you enjoying the spring
flying season, with the many feet
of snow everybody had this winter a
distant memory. (!)
It is my sad duty to report the passing
of North Carolina’s Clayton Smith, noted
Racing, Combat, and Stunt flier, due to
cancer, this past February 28th. Clayton
had been battling this illness for quite
some time before succumbing to it, and he
will be greatly missed. Clayton’s greatest
legacy concerning Stunt will undoubtedly
be his unique Profile Stunt design called
the Teosawki. An acronym standing for,
“The End of Stunt as We Know It.”
Clayton’s model didn’t end Stunt, but it
certainly did add to it. Each one was
delivered by Clayton as an RTF (just add
motor, tank, and lines) and became a
deadly weapon in Profile Stunt in the
hands of such pilots as William Davis,
Kent Tysor, Tommy Luper, and others.
From the ingenious and thoughtful
Combat model inspired construction, the
sterling flying qualities, and the enjoyment
of the many pilots who were lucky enough
to own one or at least get to try one,
Clayton left his mark both on his friends
in the Southeast and on anyone who
appreciates innovative design and great
performance. Godspeed, Clayton Smith.

The late Clayton Smith in October 2009,
holding Tommy Luper’s Scout Stunter.
Special thanks to Clayton’s friend Wayne
Foster for providing this picture.
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Clayton’s Teosawki design in flight at the
hands of William Davis. You guys that have
these planes, take good care of them!

Elsewhere in the district, a few people
have been making sawdust for their new
Stunt jobs. Kent Tysor has been building a
new Strega, and with any luck by the time
this article is printed, you should see it at
the field. Kent good naturedly grumbled
about forgetting half his building skills in
the interval between his last one and this
one, but by all accounts, he has
remembered how to do a magnificent job
and this should be his best Strega yet.
Another person making some sawdust was
John Lindberg from up in Northern
Virginia; he built a Bob Hunt Genesis
MkIII for a buddy of his, using foam cores
from Crist Rigotti and an ST 46 for power.
John’s buddy Scott Richlen had
commented to me that his building gettogethers at his home were sparsely
attended with the exception of Lindberg.
Seeing John’s work, it looks like your
teaching sessions were worth it after all,
Scott!
Your intrepid columnist has been
dutifully toiling away on his Dreadnought,
and, if he has a little luck, you might see
the completed model flying by the
October Huntersville date. Building goes
slow when you are chasing a two year old
around all the time!

John Lindberg put together this nice-looking
Genesis MkIII and powers it with an ST 46.

This past winter, besides being one of
discontent with the epic snowfalls that
crushed most of the East Coast and
especially the Virginia/Maryland/
Delaware part of District IV, was also a
winter of the T-Rex for many of its
members.
This new Brodak ARF/ARC offering,
designed by Texas based flier Brad
Walker, has been very popular around
here, with at least a half dozen of them in
the hands of Virginia modelers. The ARC
version has been very popular with local
pilots since it practically begs to be
finished as a P-47, and currently both
Willis Swindell and Jimmy Welch are
flying P-47 ’Rexes right now. In
Richmond, Bill Ballinger is working on an
ARC T-Rex, and, when Phil Spillman’s
second time around shoulder replacement
heals (get well soon Phil!), we expect Phil
to dig through his mountain of stuff in his
shop, find his building bench, and get his
T-Rex going too!
For those of you who don’t read the
forums, my own experience with the TRex ARF was impressive, but altogether
too brief. I was highly impressed with how
well the total package flew, but was
crushed when the model broke its back
during its third flight on an outside square
and was lost.
Since then I have been in contact with
both Brodak and Brad Walker, and some
engineering mods will be incorporated
into subsequent batches of T-Rexes to
strengthen the ARF versions. The ARC
versions the local club members are using
have held up well, helped by the fact that
builders are using proven coverings such
as 0.5 ounce fiberglass cloth or carbon veil
on the fuselages. If you have internet
access, I highly recommend browsing the
Stunt Hangar “ARFs” section. It’s
becoming a repository of T-Rex
information, and you can stay up to date
on both issues and info such as trimming
tips far more effectively than with the long
lead time of this magazine. The
compartmentalized nature of Stunt Hangar
in this case lends itself to the pertinent
information remaining close to the top of
the page so that it does not drop “out of
sight” as it can do on forums with a
different format. If you don’t have access
to the forums and have a T-Rex and a
question, pick up the phone and give me a
call; I’ll try to help as best I can!

Jimmy Welch’s PA 61 powered P-47 comes
in for a landing.

The “before” picture. T-Rex ARF, 58 oz. with
DS 60 for power, Mejzlik 12.5x5.2 three blade
prop. It flew very well.

Willis Swindell and Jimmy Welch finished
their T-Rexes as P-47s and did a nice job of
it.

The “after” picture. Failure of the upper
fuselage in an outside square sent my T-Rex
into an early retirement. Subsequent
productions of ARFs will have improvements
to prevent this.

Willis Swindell’s P-47 T-Rex pitches into an
overhead maneuver. Willis used a Saito 56 to
power his 62 oz. bird.

Alabama, Florida, Georgia,
Mississippi, Puerto Rico, South
Carolina, Tennessee

H

ello, Stunt fans, I hope winter has
been treating you well! With all
the cold weather and snow up
north, it does make one feel bad to go
flying in January and February, doesn’t it?
All kidding aside, we got our fair share of
the Arctic chill, rain and wind this year in
the southeast, and it did hamper us into
missing a few flying sessions too. So, I
expect a bumper crop of new stunters on
the flightline come spring! Hint, hint…
There haven’t been any local contests
in our district reported on to me since the
King Orange. Not that the weather would
have been contest friendly anyways, but I
digress. We have had some sparse local
action at our club field.
I had a visitor in the form of Les
Alonzo come bearing gifts, an All
American to be exact. This cute little guy
was built by Ed Ruane over 10 years ago,
and Les tells me I’m the last one to start
the engine and launch it for him.
Les hasn’t flown much these days, and
wanted to repay a favor with it. I gladly
accepted, having fond memories of the
models bigger brother, the All American
Sr.
Flying the small AA is as much fun as I
remembered, and a great way to blow off

The orfolk aeromodelers had a treat
recently as vacationing Delaware pilot Joe
Bucci came down to visit the flying field
along with his wife. His wife was a good
sport while we put a handle in his hand
and he took a ride on Willis Swindell’s
Primary Force, and then he had to bid his
goodbyes and prepare to return to
Delaware and a six month military
deployment. Good luck Joe, and maybe
you’ll be done in time to come down to
Huntersville this coming October! We
were glad you stopped by!
Stay tuned for next issue, when we will
have coverage of the May contest at
Huntersville. Summer is nearly here; let’s
go flying! SN

District V
By Eric Viglione

some steam. This, of course, led to phone
call to Ed, who got a chuckle out of the
whole thing and was surprised the plane
was still around and in excellent shape. He
had almost forgotten the plane’s entire
existence.

Warren with the T-Rex.

This little All American sports an upgrade, in
the form of a Fox35. It makes for some spicy
flying.

Warren Wagner has a new T-Rex ARF
with piped PA61 in the air and it’s looking
very good so far. Took some tail weight
and is still very light.

Warren’s T-Rex in flight.
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Personally, I’ve been toiling away on
my second Aero Products Starfire, and
hope to have it ready before the July Nats.
Keeping a timetable for building isn’t easy
without putting some goals on the
calendar. As I write this, I’m ready to start
the finishing process.

plane flies real well right off the board
with maybe a tip weight adjustment
needed and that’s about it … but the real
surprise for him was the motor run! This is
Bill’s first PA75, and I have a feeling it
won’t be his last.

Cockpit detail on Derek’s take-apart
Dreadnaught.

Another view of Bill’s new ship.
Eric’s second Starfire ready for fillets and
paint.

Other notable activities include Jim
Smith’s R&D program on his Tracer
design that now includes E-Power, a slick
setup that seems to show promise.
For those of you who know Owen
Richards, you probably count him as a
good friend. Owen flat-out loves to fly,
and I’m not exaggerating that most guys
half his age have a hard time keeping up
with him.
A two-man rotation on the flightline is
tough stuff with Owen, and most of us
breathe a sigh of relief when there’s a third
guy in the rotation. Well, Owen had a bit
of a setback. He’ll probably grumble at me
for publishing it, but Owen had a heart
attack, in conjunction with a small stroke.
He’s in a rehab facility relearning how
to use his left leg, but is coming along
quickly with physical therapy. Owen
buddy, when you read this, don’t worry,
we’re cheering for you! You’ll be back
keeping the lollygaggers moving on the
flightline again in no time. Get well soon.
Bill Rich has a new plane going for his
alternate spot on the World Team, and if
not called upon this time, it will be ready
to be his Team Trials ship for the next
time. It’s a composite take-apart ship from
Randy Smith/Aero Products, sporting a PA
.75. Got a phone call from Bill, he said the

Bill Rich’s new Composite take-apart
ship.
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Fresh from the Barry “skunk works,” I
just received this photo of Dale’s new
classic NAKKE that he is heading out the
door with for VSC. I guess it wouldn’t be
a contest without the smell of freshly
doped planes on the flightline. Dale’s
NAKKE is powered by a PA40 Ultra
Light. Go get ’em, Dale.

Derek’s WC plane on the paint stand.

Dave Rountree’s little Ringmaster, published
here on a dare. He gets great runs on that LA
.25.

Dale Barry’s new classic NAKKE, fresh off
the paint stand.

Speaking with Derek Barry, we found
we are at about the same stage on our
winter builds, ready for paint. Only
difference is, his is a take-apart and will be
leaving the country with him for the World
Champs. A tremendous undertaking on
short notice, especially since he decided to
build two of them at once!
The second one is lagging slightly
behind the first, but is framed up, at least
from what I’ve heard. Makes me feel like
a real building wimp … but that’s okay,
it’s for a good cause.

VSC is just in the books by this
submission deadline. District V had a
good turnout from what I have heard,
including those that I know of: Gene
Martine, Tom Dixon, Bob Whitney, Dale
Barry, and Roy Trantham, to name a few,
plus Les McDonald as a spectator.
Hopefully I will have the skinny for you
on how our guys did by the next issue.
I’ve just heard from Rafael U. Irizarry
with the Puerto Rico Prop Busters. He sent
me a couple of their newsletters. Those
guys are having a good time over there!
Thanks for the update, Rafael. The stooge
article looks interesting. I’ve sent a copy
to our editor Bob Hunt to see if he can
convert snippets from your newsletter
format for possible use in S.
Once again, I’d like to ask for District
V to pony up with some submissions for
publication in Stunt ews, even if it’s just
a picture with a caption. I know several of
you had winter building projects, and most
of you take pictures as you go, so pop a
few in an e-mail and let’s see what you
have been up to.
Until then, see ya’ on the circle! SN

Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky,
Missouri

District VI
By Allen Brickhaus

Rollin Keszler is ready to fire up his model
while Curtis Shipp holds. Took this shot at
the Central Alabama Control Line Contest
near Clanton AL last October.
Terry Bolin of Neosho MO poses with a nice
Hot Rod in front of The Gearhead Grill.
Breakfast here was wonderful, prior to the
Neosho MO event in October of 2009.

Larry Lindburg flies a Sig Dewey Bird with a
Cox .049 Baby Bee for power at the annual
rendition of the Broken Arrow contest, held
September 2009. The Lafayette Esquadrille
builds a wonderful contest.

Marshall Busby and Lewis Popwell judge at
the Central Alabama Control Line contest
while Curtis Shipp takes to the air. Curtis
visits the District VI area and enjoys his time
at all contests.

The hand made trophies are a big hit at the
annual Broken Arrow contest held at Buder
Park in St. Louis MO. Many of the club
members take the time to make their own
rewards. Bob Arata simply hands out the
plaque that goes on the trophy and the pilot
then picks his poison.

Jim Lee of the Topeka KS area gets his
model in the air at the Neosho MO event last
October southwest of Springfield MO.

Jack Dock signs up Tom Farmer, from the
Dallas TX area, for the Neosho flying event in
late 2009.

Terry Bolin anoints the troops at his Neosho
area flying area. The event was run under
cool conditions but the welcome was a
warm reception. Doc Holiday and Ken Nash
take in the instructions with avid
anticipation.
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Charlie Reeves shows off his new Big Job. It
is hard to tell from the previous one. Note
the new one has a lack of wing-walk black
area.

You will find this collection of metal models
displayed just east of the I-64 and I-164
connection north of Evansville IN. The
gentleman has cancer and is building these
metal models as he works through his
recovery. It is worth a stop on the side of the
Interstate and a bit of a picture session.

James Mills hovers over Ben Mills’ flight at
the Neosho MO event.

The bottom of Charlie’s new Big Job is as
slick as the top of the new one. Man, can that
man finish a model.

Scott Condon takes time on the phone as he
works to sell his dad’s models at the New
Albany Skyliner’s Swap Meet in mid January
of 2010.

Tom Farmer, from the Dallas area, takes in an
official flight in Terry Bolin’s front yard. The
yard was the scene for the Neosho flying
event in southwest Missouri.

Michael Jennings travels from his home is
Knoxville TN to fly at the Paducah Aero
Modelers’ field. Mike once lived in Metropolis
and was a former President of the club.
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A newer Fox .59 sets in the power module of
the new Big Job in Charlie Reeves’ back
yard.

Eric Taylor takes in the New Albany
Skyliner’s Swap Meet in the west Louisville
KY area.

My crashed Rayette is finally on the mend
and ready for the 2010 contest season. Only
gained about an ounce due to the loss of the
tail assembly and rebuilding program.

I got together with five clubs from the
southern Illinois, southeast Missouri, and
western Kentucky area to host a Mall Show
at the Illinois Centre Mall near Marion IL in
January.
Dale Barry is doing pit work for his son
Derek, who will represent us as a Senior
member of our F2B FAI Stunt Team at the
World Champs for 2010.

Shown here are brave souls who took to the
air on January 1, 2010 for the Frozen Finger
event at Schaumburg, Illinois. Those shown
are: Stan Guzik, Fred Paschelke, Conrad
Helland, Brad Jungheim, and Michael
Schmitt. (Michael Schmitt picture.) (Larger
format picture is no longer available, thus
this is the only size of the shot available.)

In this and the following picture, Brad
Jungheim is launching the cold day of
January 1 for the Frozen Finger event held at
Busse Woods, near Schaumburg, Illinois.
(Michael Schmitt pictures.)

Ahhh, what a beautiful blue sky event it is at
the Frozen Finger on January 1, 2010 near
Chicago, Illinois. Dennis Vander Kuur takes
to the air above the skies near Woodfield
Mall and Ned Brown Woods. (Michael
Schmitt picture.)
Tom Luper has again out-shown himself with
his new “Scout” Stunter of about 650 square
inches and is powered by a DS .60. The
picture was taken at the fall Huntersville
contest of 2009.

And this is how the nice flight ends on a
snowy day, northwest of O’Hare Airport near
Chicago, Illinois at the Frozen Finger.
(Michael Schmitt picture.)
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District VII

Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota,
Wisconsin

By John Paris

W

ell, two months have passed since
my last time writing and the snow
is now gone. I saw my first robin
of the year yesterday so this must mean
that flying season is just around the corner.
Of course there are projects to finish and
others that were on the list that have not
been started, so I guess I am right on
schedule. None of the other local fliers
started any big projects over the winter so
there is not much to report there. Michael
did get his Tutor II put together, but
seemed to run out of steam when it came
to applying the decals. He has mentioned
something about doing them while I am
away on business. We have spent some
time together applying other self-adhesive
decals using Windex to float the decal in
place and then used a credit card to
squeegee out the fluid from underneath.
This system has always worked well for
us.

I recently purchased one of the wing jig
kits from Jim Snelson over at Control Line
Central and have it set up on a board. I
drilled what seems like a million holes to
allow me to build just about any size wing
on this board with a chord up to 18 inches
and a span of 54 inches. While I don’t
have anything to jig up at this time, my
son said that we could use it to get going
on his Top Flite Tutor (yes the smaller
older brother of the one that he just
finished). We should have something to
share next time around on how it works.
Since this one is another profile we won’t
need a fuselage jig but I have included a
picture of one that I built a few years back
after seeing a thread about it on the Stuka
Stunt Works board.

The snow flying is pretty much over for
the year now with the warm temperatures.
I was able to get out a few times in
February but chose to go ice fishing
during some good weather with my son
and brother. The crew over in Lansing
(www.flyingaces.us) have been keeping
up. They have a nice tracking board on
their website under the events section.
Rich manages to get some pictures of their
adventures up as well so people can see
what they are doing. A trip this month is
going to put the rush on me to get a flight
in during the last few days, so I am hoping
for good weather when I get back. If not, I
will just have to choose my airplane
wisely and short-tank it a bit.
Upcoming Stunt related events that I
am aware of in District VII are as follows:
1-2 May, Polk City IA, Mike Anderson,
(515) 460-2562
OTS, Profile, Classic, PAMPA classes
22 May, Kalamazoo MI, Leroy Heikes,
(269) 685-0083
Basic Stunt
6 June, Milwaukee WI

The basic layout.

26-27 June, Montezuma IA, Mike Gretz
OTS, Profile, Classic, PAMPA classes (if
they follow their past events)
31 July, Flint MI, John Paris, (810) 6865914
Basic Stunt

A shot from the end.
You
must be
able to
see over
the wing
to fly the
airplane.
White is
really in
this
winter.
Color to
come
soon.
Another angle.
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Randy Ryan answered the call for
information to add to this month’s column.
He sent along some information about a
shop transformation that has taken place
recently for him. I will let him tell the
story.
“Sorry this took so long but I was
hoping to get the hard drive from my old
computer downloaded so I could use some
old pictures. Unfortunately I couldn’t do
that so I don’t have any engine pictures or
before shots.
“What I’ve been up to: It finally
occurred to me that I wasn’t going to be
able to build the big shop I’ve dreamed of
for years, at least not if I wanted to retire. I
was also at an impasse not having the
space to store more models and the space
left hardly allowed me to move anything

over 4-feet long without running into
something else. That really took the wind
out of my sails for building. So over the
Holidays I decided to make a few changes
to my basement shop to make a little
better use of the space. The plan was to
build a rack against a wall to clear the
center area where I’d built a suspended
shelf to hold all the old kit boxes I use for
balsa, ply and supplies in general. I also
decided that if I was going to do that, I’d
build the flat drawers I always wanted so I
could store tissue and silkspan flat.
“Well, one thing led to another and
before I knew it I was painting, redoing
the laundry area and designing a new
model storage system to save yet more
space. Then I decided to segregate my
metal working machinery from my wood
working machines which meant building
some new wall mounted benches. Then,
on one of my many Home Depot trips they
had 3/4-inch ASC ply on sale; this is the
stuff they use for custom cabinet building.
Gorgeous and I just had to have a sheet to
resurface my bench.
“I still have some wiring and machine
setup to complete, but all in all, I’m really
anxious to get back to modeling and
engine work. As you look through the
pictures, anyone who’s visited my shop
will be most amazed at the transformation.
“Don’t know what you can use out of
this, but here it is!”

the flight box and re-evaluate what you
have in there. Is something missing or is
there something that you did not use last
year? Clean it up so you are not carrying
more than you really need. The heavy stuff
can stay in the truck.

Airplane storage.

Gladiator coming back to life.

The new bench.

Atlas lathe and inspection plate.

I have attended Randy’s Weenie Roast
that he hosts during the Michigan CL
Championships in August over the last
couple of years and have experienced
what it was like down there before. It now
looks like I may need to get some tips
from him on efficient use of space. Great
job, Randy.

Storage rack.

ow that the weather is getting better, it
is a good time to take a look at equipment
that may have been in storage since last
year. Look over your handles and lines. I
know that the price of wire has gone up,
but I am sure that we all know how much
time goes into each of our treasures and
the cost for new lines is tiny in
comparison. The nuts and bolts that hold
our stuff together in the airplanes should
be checked. There is nothing worse than
getting that first flight in just to watch
your engine come loose and mess up that
1
/32-inch gap between the spinner and the
fuse. Is the prop tight? Also look through

Big Art Adamisin had a mild stroke a
little while back. Frank Carlisle, Michael,
and I went down to visit him at the
hospital. He was in good spirits when we
arrived and he told us what had happened.
The stroke had affected his left arm while
he was home alone cleaning his shop and
when he went in to call for help he found
that he had a hard time making a call. He
did eventually manage to contact Arch
who got him to the hospital.
Big Art mentioned that he had taken
some aspirin and that the doctor said that
this helped. He has about 90% of the full
use of the arm as of a message I received
today, so it sounds like things are going
well for him. I guess the point to take
away from this one is that a good effective
contact system needs to be in place for
everyone in case there is any trouble.
Maybe having a couple people on speed
dial on your phone that are just a single
button push away or keeping a phone
within reach at all times will help us out;
just some food for thought. I am quite
relieved that Big Art was able to get a hold
of someone and that he is recovering well.
We all are looking forward to seeing him
this spring and summer at contests and
social events.
As usual, if you have something you
would like to see in Stunt ews please
send it along. SN
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District VIII
By Don Hutchinson

O

nce again the next issue deadline
is upon me. Seems like I just did
this a few weeks ago! You saw the
photo of me standing in the snow in our
front yard last issue. Well, things haven’t
gotten much better as far as decent flying
weather is concerned here in Texas. It is
raining as I type this and time is getting
short.
As a result, I am about to depart for
VSC totally unprepared (as usual) and the
posted Stunt ews deadline is before we
get back home. I expect coverage of VSC
will make this issue, but I still want to get
this in by the deadline. Due to the weather
and our travels, there isn’t a whole lot to
report.
Two weeks ago, Flora and I took a trip to
Mooresville NC for a fiftieth wedding
anniversary and I noticed the weather was
Stunt heaven there. From there we
travelled to Pensacola to visit our
granddaughter. Guess what, Stunt heaven
there too.
Back home and same old crud! A few
observations about the trip are in order: I
know that Mooresville is quite close to
Huntersville and I would have liked to
visit the flying site there but I had no idea
of just where it is located. So, how about
district directors putting a map or
directions to major flying sites in their
district every column or two?
Random thoughts since I’m not flying
right now due to the crappy weather. Is
there such a thing as an instrument rated
Stunt pilot?
On to Pensacola. We visited the Naval
Air Museum there and I would suggest
ya’ll be sure to get there some time in your
life. Many superb displays there plus some
great IMAX movies. Well worth a long
drive to see.
Also, go eat at McGuire’s Pub. The
food is good and the customers sign dollar
bills to tack on the ceiling or walls. Lots of
places do this but this one has over
$900,000 stuck up there! Yes, I did say
$900,000. Quite a sight!
The info for the DMAA flying site: We
fly in a city park located at the intersection
of Northwest Hwy. and Garland Ave. in
the Northeast part of Dallas. We have two
paved circles plus two usable grass areas
and there are two sun shelters adjacent to
the circles.
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Arkansas, Louisiana, New
Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas
The entrance is across and a bit up the
street from the Sonic drive-in one block
west of Garland on NW Hwy. There are
soccer fields in there as well and
sometimes the gate is locked but on
weekends there is usually someone out
there flying. Ya’ll come on by and visit!
At the last Dallas Model Aircraft Assn.
club meeting, the subject of the dreaded
pull test came up along with some horror
stories associated with it. At the Lubbock
Nats, I pulled my OTS Dragon and when
it felt way too much I questioned the tester
who said no, you need to pull more.
Fortunately, I passed OK but then he
said Oops, you were right. He had made
me pull 45 pounds! Another member said
the pull tester was pulling the scale from
his end at a contest. Then there’s the case
where the handle slips off center and all
the pull ends up on one line, wrecking the
control system.
And the last case I am going to cite is
the real sad case where a top flier at a
team trials had a line break which
destroyed his control system and a good
chance to make the US team. Since a Stunt
airplane represents a large investment of
time and money, and we know if a line
breaks or a control system fails in flight,
the model will not break loose, it will
simply smite the pavement mightily.
How would you all feel about a
different approach whereby we only
pulled the lines, not the model? Either by
the weight of the model or maybe some
percentage of the rated strength of the
lines, say 80%? Sure would relieve us of
the fear of ruining a good airplane at the
contests. I know I would like this.
Time to start a campaign for a rule
change? In any case, next time you enter a
contest, just for a little insurance, make
sure you and the person doing the pull test
are on the same page so you don’t ruin a
good airplane due to some avoidable
mishap.
Well, ow I’m two days out from
heading to Tucson. Yesterday it was high
winds, today, thunderstorms, so once
again, VSC cold turkey. Oh well, this is a
social event; who cares about the models?
No inane thoughts in my mind today so
I will borrow a few snippets from the
Tallahassee paper. Two hydrogen atoms
meet. One says, “I’ve lost my electron.”

The other says, “Are you sure?” The first
replies, “Yes, I’m positive.” Two fish
swim into a concrete wall. One turns to the
other and says, “Dam!” (Don, have you
been taking joke-telling lessons from Bob
Gialdini? —Ed.)
Would all you candidates who are
willing to run for the District VIII Director
position please notify me by April 30th?SN

Nice photo montage of Joe Gilbert’s T-6-G
and a full sized one by Elwyn Aud. Yes, the
warbird profiles are pretty close to scale. Joe
reports “The T-6 is a killer with the 4 stroke
up front!”

Electric Stunt at its finest! Telephoto lenses
do odd things with depth of field! I don’t
recall even seeing those poles or wires.
Great photo by David Russum.

Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska,
North Dakota, South Dakota,
Wyoming

District IX
By Carl Shoup

H

ello! I have been very busy at
work so this will be short. Steven
Diaz and I went to VSC together.
Steven’s parents could not go this year so
it was just us guys. District 9 had 10
members show up to enjoy the sun and
wind.

Mark Gerber starting his Veco Hurricane.
Lew Woolard flying his Smoothie.

Carl launching for Steven.

Jerry Higgins starting his Oriental with Chris
Brainard holding.

Chris Brainard flying his Caprice.

Steven on his official flight in Old-Time
Stunt.
District 9 members (back row, L-R) Jerry
Higgins, Carl Shoup, Mark Gerber, Doc
Holliday, Chris Brainerd, and Linda Brainard;
(front row, L-R) Lew Woolard, Lila Lee, Jim
Lee, and Steven Diez.

Steven’s Ringmaster.

Chris landing his Caprice.

If you have any news or new airplanes,
please send me photos and info on them so
I can get them in this column. Thanks,
Carl. SN
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District X
By Dave Fitzgerald

F

irst, many of you already know
about the passing of Paul Isenhower.
Paul was a long time WAM fixture
in Stunt.
The first time I can remember Paul,
was at a Modesto Flying Circus end of the
Year WAM Championship. We were
inside the baseball diamond and Roger
Barrett and Paul challenged each other to a
Stunt fly off in Expert. At the time, these
guys were the two big guns to beat. This
was before Ted had really gotten going; I
think he was flying a modified nobler
disguised as the “White Whale.”
It was decidedly underpowered on a
McCoy 35. Anyway, my dad hadn’t done
any judging yet. His good plane was a
Veco Dolphin powered by a Veco 19
flying in A Stunt. He had just crashed it
by hitting his own wake on the bottom of
the triangles. Roger and Paul ended up
judging each other.
I think Roger ended up on top, about
615 to 625. These were the days of 80
appearance points. The scores might have
been just a bit inflated …
Gary Buffon has prepared a piece
about Paul and it follows here:

“Fellow modelers: It is with sadness
that I report to you that we lost Paul
Isenhower on Friday afternoon Feb 26th.
Paul experienced a heart attack and Ernie
Reece, who had been providing lots of
support to Paul by taking him to
appointments, etc., found Paul laying on
the floor in his house on Feb 25th.
“Paul was taken to the hospital but
never did respond to treatment and
passed away late Friday afternoon.
Arrangements for his funeral/memorial
are pending.
“I receive the above information from
Kevin Isenhower (Paul’s son) and Ernie.
Our prayers go out to Paul’s family. We
will miss Paul and his can do attitude.
“Please pass this info along to anyone
who knew Paul.
—Gary Buffon-WAM Secretary”
On a happier note, I have been talking
to Randy Smith about carbon props. He
and Majic have come up with a new line
of carbon props. Many of which are
based on the old Bolly technology and
many new twists.
Call Randy for a full line of what he
has available. Here is Randy:
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Arizona, California, Guam,
Hawaii, Nevada, Utah
“Hi David: I have developed tested the
new CF props I have had made. I brought
back these Bolly 12.25 x 4.25 props. This
is the prop many used for VF and PA 4051 motors. Paul used the Bolly cut to 11.3
inches. It is now made by Majic from the
prop I sent to be molded, work and runs
like the Bolly, but nicer and balanced
woven front.
“The 133/4 x 4.5 3 blade for 74, work
great - just like the Bolly I had sent Les.
Many are using this cut to 13.5 13 and
12.5 for 75 , 65, 61 motors flat back
woven CF. I got in 3 dozen of the 13 x 4.7
slight UC 3 blades for the 75.
—Randy.”
Out West, as many of you are, we are in
the midst of an electric revolution. Erik
Rogers has been using and converting
ARF’s to electric for some time now. His
flying has progressed to the point he needs
a good competition plane.
To that end, Phil Granderson donated
an old Diva series plane for Erik to fly
while he builds a new project, the Electric
Thunder Gazer. Erik hasn’t built a
competition plane before so the learning
curve is quite severe, but he is making
good progress. Here is Erik:
“I have been working on building my
first plane since I was a kid (I don’t count
my Score ARF) for about a year now and
it’s getting pretty close. I’m trying to build
an electric version of Dave Fitzgerald’s
Thundergazer.
“I got a good start with a Bob Hunt
Lost-Foam wing and some early help on
the fuselage from a great RC builder, Tom
Egbert in Omaha. Jim Aron has been
walking me through the steps and Dave
Fitzgerald and Phil Granderson have
provided a lot of help as well.
“The main structural difference
between the E-Gazer and the
Thundergazer is that the wing comes in
from the top and the removable canopy
covers the whole section from engine
firewall to wing firewall. I’m planning to
put in pretty much the same stuff that I use
in my electric Score—a Plettenburg 25-14
motor, a Castle Phoenix 60, a Will Hubin
timer and a ThunderPower Prolite 5s2p
4000mAh 417g battery.
“I’m planning to try some other
batteries as well since the Thunderpower
are very expensive, I only use about

2600mAh of the 4000mAh on the Score
and I’m expecting to use even less on the
new plane. Even though I could probably
use a significantly smaller battery, a lot of
research has turned up very little that is
lighter even in the 3000mAh+ range. My
leading candidate right now is a Zippy
Flightmax 5s1p 3000 20C at 379g. It costs
$25 instead of $220 and is 40g lighter, but
may not have enough mAh, and though
most people like the Zippy, it’s reputation
is not as good as ThunderPower.
—Erik.”

Beginnings of the new Electric Thunder
Gazer.

Removable top for battery access.

Removable tail assembly, same
configuration as Paul Walker’s Impact
design.

Here’s a note from Jim Hoffman:
“Hi Dave—Today I was in Tucson and
took some VSC photos. The big twin was
built by Bart Klapinski with much
prodding by Gordan Delaney. It’s a copy
of Mark Fechner’s ‘Too Much’ from back
in yesteryear. The first flight on this ship
happened yesterday. It is powered by two
Larry Foster tuned Fox 35s and it has
retracts.
“Also included are shots of Bob
Whitley’s Formula S, John Callentine’s
miraculous (fast) repair Caprice; Carl
Shoup, Kaz, and my OTS Upstart.
“I will be in Tucson full time beginning
Monday AM. Thx, Jim Hoffman.”
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cannot divulge any confidences, but Jim
did send me a picture of a dream he had
after visiting Tucson Pima Air Museum
and VSC. SN

Lastly, I’ve been in contact with Jim
Aron. That might not be a surprise to
many, but he is involved in some sort of
secret Precision Aerobatics project. I don’t
think he has hired Howard Rush as a
carbon structural specialist or anything,
but the project is of that order of
complexity and insane design. Again, I

District XI
By Bruce Hunt

W

hat Do Judges Look for In a Well
Flown Pattern? For the last
couple years I’ve been privileged
to serve as a judge at the Nats. There, over
the course of four days, you get to watch
over a hundred flights with some of the
best pilots in the world competing for the
Open Championship on the last couple of
days.
In preparation for the competition, the
twelve judges participate in a couple of
training sessions and the joint judging of
warm-up flights each day. The purpose of
this training is to develop a consistent
view of the relative quality of each
maneuver flown. Some judges consistently
scored critically while others scored
leniently. The key goal here is to be
consistent so that at the end of the day the
top five pilots from your circle advance to
the “Top Twenty” day competition. And,
on the “Top Twenty” day, the top five
pilots advance to the “Finals.”
From this experience, I have developed
what might be called a certain sensitivity
to how a maneuver should be flown and
an eye for the errors that most often occur.
With this in mind I thought it would be
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Jim’s dream, or is it a nightmare?

Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon,
Washington
helpful for pilots to hear what this judge
looks for and sees as each maneuver is
flown.
What are the common errors? How
does a judge determine a score? Up front I
should say that this is my opinion and as
“they” say, “Your mileage may vary.”
Take Off and Level Laps: This maneuver
starts with the release of the model and
ends three laps later when the model
passes over the point of release. In the first
lap the model should gradually rise to
normal level flight level. This seems easy,
but I must say that I only saw this first lap
flown correctly five times in 100 flights.
In most cases pilots would reach normal
flight level in less than a lap.
Assuming the pilot takes off on the
opposite side of the circle from the judges,
a correctly flown first lap finds the model
one foot off the ground at the first quarter
lap and two feet as the model passes in
front of the judges. That is at knee height
after half a lap.
When the model passes over the point
of release it should be at the normal level
flight height. Whatever the height is over

the point of release, that height should not
change for the next two laps. This is where
the next most common error occurs. It is
common for pilots to adjust the height
after passing the point of release.
A pilot might smoothly climb to the
high side of the level flight range but then
lower the flight height on subsequent laps.
Or the reverse, after climbing to the low
side of the level flight range, the pilot will
raise the height on subsequent laps.
Two observations I’ve made when
judging this maneuver have to do with the
model’s trim and the pilot’s body position
at release. First, the models that sit on
their wheels most nearly level at release
have an easier time making a gradual
climb. And second, the pilots that crouch
down at launch and only fully stand up
after reaching normal flight level tend to
have a more gradual climb.
Reverse Wing Over: There are two errors
that almost always occur with the reverse
wing over. First, the pull out to inverted
flight is high. And second, the last wing
over doesn’t follow the same track as the
first. Another common error occurs when

the inverted pull out is too gradual instead
of the abrupt pull out required.
This is a difficult maneuver to fly well
partly because it comes at the very
beginning of the pattern. At this point the
model is more nose heavy than it will be
later in the pattern because of the fuel load
and, as a result, it is a bit more sluggish
(electric powered models excepted).
To score well for this maneuver the
transitions from level flight to vertical and
vertical to level flight need to be abrupt
with the vertical maintaining a smooth
straight path and the horizontal a
consistent height. Changes in height or
wiggles going overhead are sure ways to
lose points.
Inside and Outside Loops: The loop is,
at the same time, both the easiest to fly
and hardest to fly well of all the
maneuvers. The most common error
occurs at the very start of the maneuver if
the model gradually enters the first loop
putting the subsequent bottom of the first
loop behind the start of the maneuver.
The next most common mistakes are
size errors that place the top of the loops
above 45° and then a shape error that
occurs on the back side of the loop as the
model over turns on the way to a high
bottom. Time and again pilots will fly this
maneuver as if the only critical point is the
placement of the bottom.
While the bottom is important, the
points available for this maneuver are
mostly determined from the consistency of
three concentric round figures. When
flown correctly the model turns uniformly
through the whole maneuver with no flat
spots. When pilots focus on the bottom, it
is common to see an oval wider at the top
and bottom with a definite flat spot on the
bottom.
A final common error occurs when the
bottoms of the three loops move gradually
left or right from the start of the loop. This
“walking” of the maneuver usually results
when the recovery from the top of the loop
over turns putting the bottom high and the
next loop offset from the first.
Inverted Flight: Most of the points lost
during inverted flight come from two
errors, flying the laps too high and
adjusting the height during the two judged
laps.
A judge standing on the up-wind side
of the circle should be able to see the top
of the wing as it passes (that would be the
underside now on top). More points are
lost from varying flying height than from
flying too high. As the model passes the
judges, differences in flight height are
easily noted.

Inside and Outside Square Loops: These
maneuvers can be difficult to judge
consistently when they are not placed
opposite the judges. Because of
perspective, the side of the maneuver
closest to the judges will appear higher,
making the top appear slanted. Other cues
from the sound of the engine and the
timing of the turns also become important
when the shape and size cannot be judged
directly.
I look for four flat sides of the same
size first and the consistency of size and
placement second. When these two aspects
of the maneuver are done well the
maneuver deserves a good score. To get an
excellent score, however, the maneuver
must also have quality turns; abrupt
without being jerky and smooth without
being soft. This is where all that work
trimming the model pays off.
A couple notes on trim choices that
affect the square maneuvers seem
appropriate at this point. Models with
higher RPM, lower pitch props seem to
“present” better because of less
acceleration out of a corner and this
combined with the speed regulation of a
tuned pipe or a good 2-4 break makes the
size of the sides not only look the same
but occur at equal points in time.
On the other side of this issue are overpowered models with fast lap times that
rush the sides and corners of the
maneuver. A consistent error occurs with
the outside square loops when the entry is
started from above 45°. It is common for
pilots to start the outside square loop high
or climb just before the diving turn.
In the extreme case some pilots will
enter the maneuver from a slight wing
over. Points are lost because the entry and
exit points are not the same.
Triangle: The triangle is set up by an
accurate first turn of 120° but loses most
points in the second turn which pilots
generally under turn with a turn of 90° or
less. This makes for a third turn of 150° or,
more often, a soft round recovery to the
bottom of the maneuver.
As a judge, it is easy to see the inside
angle at the top of the triangle and the
quality of the third turn. Very few pilots
fly this maneuver well. Common errors
include under or over turning the first turn
and not reaching a peak at 45°.
Horizontal Eight: This maneuver starts
and ends with the model touching vertical
at the intersection between the inside and
outside loop halves of the figure eight. A
judge is looking for round loops of the
right size, consistent intersections, and
bottoms at normal flight height.

The most common error happens at the
transition between the inside and the
outside loop when the pilot flies through
the transition creating a vertical flat side
on both loops. The maneuver takes on a
shape of back to back Ds. A second
common error is a shape error that occurs
when the model is overturned on the
outside half of each loop creating tall
narrow ovals.
A third, and very common, error
happens on the second outside loop when
control is relaxed after the bottom causing
the model to overfly the intersection to the
right putting the exit to the right of the
entrance. Remember the maneuver is not
over until the model goes vertical on the
last outside loop.
Horizontal Square Eight: The Horizontal
Square Eight is mostly a maneuver where
the judge looks for size and consistency.
The sides, tops, and bottoms of the
adjacent square loops should be of the
same size while the tops, bottoms, and
intersections should coincide.
The most common error is having an
inconsistent vertical intersection. For this
maneuver the inconsistency can be of
either height or placement. A common
pilot error occurs when the tops of the
inside or outside square loops are
shortened, compressing the maneuver and
making the intersection overlap.
The quality of the corners determines
whether the maneuver receives a good
score for smooth corners or an excellent
score for abrupt corners.
Vertical Eight: Pilots tend to fly the first
inside loop of the vertical eight larger than
the required 45°. A large inside loop
compresses the outside loop at the top or
more commonly causes the pilot to fly
past the vertical.
A common observation is that the
maneuver resembles a “snowman.” The
most common error occurs at the
transition between the inside and outside
loops when the pilot flies a flat
intersection on the way up and rises
through the intersection on the way down.
It is common for the second inside loop
to be larger than the first with the
intersection moving either left or right
from the original intersection. This occurs
when the right half of the bottom inside
loop turns too quickly, moving the bottom
to the left of the original entry.
While the last half inside loop to the
bottom is not part of the scored maneuver,
a smooth turn to the bottom that follows
the line of the first loop helps accentuate
the shape and placement of the vertical
eight.
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Overhead Eight: There are three common
errors in the overhead eight. The first and
most common error is placing the
maneuver with its intersection in front of
the pilot instead of directly overhead.
The second most common error is
crossing the intersection between the
inside and the outside loops as an “X”
instead of meeting the entry line on the
tangent. The third is flying the inside and
outside loops too large with the outside
edges below 45°.
Four Leaf Clover: The judges are looking
for one major thing in the four leaf clover,
the right angled crossing of a horizontal
entry and vertical exit line that are tangent
to the inside edges of the one inside loop
and three 3/4 loops. Of course the bottom
of the maneuver must be at normal flight
height, but the most common errors occur
at the start of the second, third, and fourth
leaves of the Clover maneuver.
It is common for the first outside loop
to be started too early resulting in a
vertical climb through the first inside loop.
Once this error is made the rest of the
maneuver is impossible to correct. The
next most common error is to put a slight
climb into the inverted entry to the last
inside loop.
Landing: The landing is scored from the
moment after the engine has stopped and
the model is in level flight. From that
moment the approach to touchdown is
observed for a gradual and uniform
descent to “touchdown.”
Touchdown should occur with no
noticeable bounce to receive maximum
points. A common error occurs just after
the engine stops when the model quickly
loses speed and as a result rises or falls
prior to its glide. As would be expected,
the most common error occurs at
touchdown when the model bounces prior
to rolling to a stop.SN

Paul Walker’s newest addition to the Impact
line, Impact xs. This electric-powered model
combines the best features from previous
electric designs of the Impact and All
American reducing the size and weight.
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Mark Scarborough’s Avenger ready for the
2010 Season.
One of the more interesting notes on the
side of Paul Walker’s latest electric-powered
Impact: None of your business what’s in this
hole! Hint: It should “tweak” your curiosity.

Don McClave’s newest Thunderbird. While
trimming the model it was lost to an ill timed
gust of wind. Word is that it will be soon
replaced with a Mackey Lark.

Gerald Schamp displays his 4-stroke
powered Ringmaster. This model is an
excellent example of a balance of power and
weight.

1
/2A model tote/field box showed up at the
Salem Fun Fly.

Mike Denlis shows off his Dolphin at the
Salem Fun Fly.

Bob Lewis came all the way from Roseburg, OR to the Salem
Fun Fly with his Challenger. Bob took advantage of available
help and went home with a model in better trim.

John Thompson starts the Evil Twin with Gen Pape assisting at the Salem
Fun Fly.

PAMPA Officers
President
Bill Rich
3036 Ridge Vale Cir.
Valrico Fl 33594; (813) 681-9832;
richvalrico@aol.com

District II
Windy Urtnowski
93 Elliott Pl.
Rutherford NJ 07070; (201) 8968740; WindyU@aol.com

District VII
John Paris
10120 N. Jennings Rd.
Clio MI 48420; (810) 686-5914;
parisjm2@aol.com

Vice President
Brett Buck
972 Henderson Ave., Apt. 4
Sunnyvale CA 94086; (408) 2468173; buckbw@pacbell.net

District III
Patrick Rowan
9692 Unity Rd.
Poland OH 44514; (330) 5420673; patr131@yahoo.com

District VIII
Don Hutchinson
9405 Side Saddle Trl.
Fort Worth TX 76131; (817) 3060226; dhutch2@sbcglobal.net

Secretary/Treasurer
Dave Gardner
15107 SE 145th Place
Renton WA 98059; (425) 2355190; davegardner55@msn.com

District IV
Stephen Fitton
104 Mill Stream Way
Williamsburg VA 23185; (757)
897-4696; spfvmi90@aol.com

District IX
Carl Shoup
3172 Glendam Dr.
Grand Junction CO 81504; (970)
424-0764;
shoupentstatorrepair@prodigy.net

Membership Chairman
Noel Drindak
180 Lake Hill Rd.
Burnt Hills NY 12027; (518) 3995939; drindak@googlemail.com

District V
Eric Viglione
2126 Viola Dr.
Clearwater FL 33764; (727) 5304947; eric@fcelaw.com

District I
William R. Moore
36 State St.
Woonsocket RI 02895; (508) 4040542; willmoore2@cox.net

District VI
Allen Brickhaus
Box 206
Golconda IL 62938; (618) 6837611; abkb801@shawneelink.net

District X
Dave Fitzgerald
2063 Monticello Rd.
Napa CA 94558; (707) 259-0626;
DavidLFitzgerald@sbcglobal.net
District XI
Bruce Hunt
2237 Joseph St. S.
Salem OR 97302; (503) 361-7491;
bh7726@comcast.net
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Contests and Results
2010 AMA Control Line Aerobatics ational Championships
July 12 - 17, 2010
CL Stunt Schedule
Monday, July 12
7:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:00 noon
12:00 noon
2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

Control Line Precision Aerobatics Practice
Beginner & Intermediate Stunt Registration*
Beginner & Intermediate Stunt Pilots Meeting*
Beginner & Intermediate Stunt Event*
Old Time and Classic Stunt Registration*
Jr/Sr/Open/Advanced entries close
Open/Advanced Models Presented for
Appearance Judging
Pilots meeting
Concours Voting

L-Pad, Grass Circles
Grass Circles
Grass Circles
Grass Circles
Grass Circles
Nats Headquarters
180 Building
180 Building
180 Building

Tuesday, July 13
7:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
7:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Control Line Precision Aerobatics Practice
Old Time & Classic Stunt Events Pilots Meeting*
Old Time & Classic Stunt Events*
Judges Seminar Phase (Flight)
Judges Seminar Review (Rules review)

L-Pad, Grass Circles
Grass Circles
Grass Circles
L-Pad Circle 4
TBD

Wednesday, July 14
7:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

Control Line Precision Aerobatics Practice
Open/Advanced Qualifications Rounds 1 & 2

L-Pad, Grass Circles
L-Pad

Thursday, July 15
7:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

Control Line Precision Aerobatics Practice
Open/Advanced Qualifications Rounds 3 & 4

L-Pad, Grass Circles
L-Pad

Friday, July 16
7:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

Control Line Precision Aerobatics Practice
Open Top 20
Advanced Finals

L-Pad, Grass Circles
L-Pad
L-Pad

Saturday, July 17
7:00 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
12:00 noon.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Control Line Precision Aerobatics Practice
Jr/Sr processing and Appearance Judging
Jr/Sr Finals
Open Finals
Walker Cup Fly-off
PAMPA Reception
PAMPA Banquet

L-Pad, Grass Circle
L-Pad
L-Pad
L-Pad Circle of choice
L-Pad Circle of choice
Location TBD
Location TBD

*Unofficial Event
If you are flying only unofficial events, you still must register with Nats headquarters and pay a small site
use fee.
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The 39th annual...

Control-Line
Regionals

Northwest

Eugene, Oregon

May 28-29-30, 2010

Championship Control-Line flying competition
With 35 events, the Northwest Regionals provides the largest selection of CL competition
events and awards available in a single contest in North America.

You can compete in these great championship events:
• AEROBATICS — 4 PAMPA classes, Old-Time Stunt, Classic stunt and two classes of Profile Stunt!
• COMBAT — 1/2-A (high-performance), 80-mph and Vintage Diesel!
• NAVY CARRIER — Profile, Class I, Class II, .15 and Nostalgia (Profile and Class I-II)!
• RACING — Mouse I, NW Sport, NW Super Sport, NW Clown. Trophies for best junior-senior entry in
NWSR, Mouse I and Clown!
• SCALE — AMA Designer, AMA Sport Scale and Profile Scale!
• SPEED — 1/2-A, 1/2-A Proto, A, B, D, FAI, Jet, Formula 40, .21 sport, .21 Proto, NW Sport Jet, F2D
Proto!

Enjoy the Regionals at Eugene Airport!
Smooth paved surface ... Ample parking ... Camping and RV space ... Rest rooms
Food concessions ... Restaurant at airport terminal ... Motels a short drive away
TROPHIES ... MERCHANDISE PRIZES ... EVENT CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHIES
Follow the signs to Eugene Airport: Take the Belt Line Road West exit from Interstate 5 (Exit 195). Take
Belt Line to the Highway 99 North exit. Go north on Highway 99, turn left on Airport Road. Stay on
Airport Road all the way to the flying site, on the right side of the road across from the airport terminal.

For your convenience: Advance registration!
Sign up early and purchase your T-shirts and sweatshirts in advance.
Discount for all early entry and shirt sales! Write for entry package:
John Thompson, 2456 Quince St., Eugene, OR 97404; JohnT4051@aol.com
Regionals host hotel: Courtyard by Marriott, near the Interstate 5/Belt Line Road
interchange. Call 541-726-2121 and mention the “Northwest Regionals” to get a special room
rate of $79. Reserve rooms by May 14.

FOR INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Contest Director Mike Hazel, P.O. Box 126, Mehama, OR 97384
E-mail zzclspeed@aol.com, telephone 503-859-2905
The Northwest Regionals are brought to you in part by

Eugene Toy & Hobby, 541-344-2117, www.eugenetoyandhobby.com
For more information and late updates, visit flyinglines.org
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In 1941 ...
• Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughes swears in
U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt for his
third term.
• Aviator Charles Lindbergh testifies before the
U.S. Congress and recommends that the
United States negotiate a neutrality pact with
Adolf Hitler.
• Winston Churchill, in a worldwide broadcast,
tells the United States to show its support by
sending arms to the British: “Give us the
tools, and we will finish the job.”
• Joseph C. Grew, the U.S. ambassador to
Japan, reports to Washington a rumor
overheard at a diplomatic reception concerning
a planned surprise attack on Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii.
• W47NV begins operations in Nashville,
Tennessee, becoming the first FM radio
station.
• Washington’s Grand Coulee Dam begins to
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generate electricity.
• Germany invades Yugoslavia and Greece.
• The Soviet Union and Japan sign a neutrality
pact.
• The breakfast cereal Cheerios is introduced as
CheeriOats by General Mills.
• At California’s March Field, entertainer Bob
Hope performs his first USO Show.
• Rudolf Hess parachutes into Scotland,
claiming to be on a peace mission.
• The Bismarck is sunk in the North Atlantic,
killing 2,300.
• Germany invades the Soviet Union under
Operation Barbarossa.
• Winston Churchill promises all possible
British assistance to the Soviet Union in a
worldwide broadcast: “Any man or state who
fights against Nazidom will have our aid. Any
man or state who marches with Hitler is our
foe.”
• The Mass murder of Polish scientists and
writers is committed by German troops in the
captured Polish city of Lwów.

• Joe DiMaggio’s 56 game hitting streak ends.
• Under instructions from Adolf Hitler, Nazi
official Hermann Göring orders S.S. General
Reinhard Heydrich to “submit to me as soon
as possible a general plan of the administrative
material and financial measures necessary for
carrying out the desired final solution of the
Jewish question.”
• The first Jeep is produced.
• The Great Gildersleeve debuts on NBC Radio.
• The requirement to wear the Star of David
with the word “Jew” inscribed, is extended to
all Jews over the age of 6 in German-occupied
areas.
• First production P38E Lightning fighter
produced by Lockheed.
• General Hideki Tojo becomes the 40th Prime

LEE MACHINE SHOP
Quality Products for the
Discriminating Modeler
• Propeller Scribes
• 2 oz and 5 oz fuel syringes
with o-ring plunger
• Venturies for OS FP, LA 2046
• Ball Drivers and Finger Drills
• Gasket Cutters, Line Wrappers
• Derek Moran Line Clip Bender
Write or e-mail for prices:

James Lee
827 SE 43rd St
Topeka, KS 66609
Jlee9@cox.net 785-266-7714

ELECTRIC
CONTROL LINE

Field adjustable timers/flight
managers for Electric CL, for all
ESCs, for all modes. Also throttle
emulators for ground checks or test
stands. $10 and up.
Will Hubin, 719 Cuyahoga St., Kent,
OH 44240; 330-678-9319;
whubin@kent.edu.

Minister of
Japan.
• The radio
program
King
Biscuit
Time is
broadcast
for the first
time (it
later
becomes the
longest
running
daily radio
broadcast in
history and
the most
famous live blues radio program).
• The Japanese Navy launches a surprise attack
on the United States fleet at Pearl Harbor,
thus drawing the United States into World
War II.
• The United Kingdom, China, and The
Netherlands declared war on Japan the same
day Japan launched invasions in Hong Kong,
Malaya, Manila, Singapore and the
Philippines.
• The State of Jefferson is declared in Yreka,
California, with judge John Childs as a
governor.
... and this little guy was taking his first steps.
Send your best guess to Editor Bob Hunt. SN

Aero Products
“World Class Stunt Stuff”
Custom made SV Laser cut kits; Precision Aero
Engines; Cf Props; CF Gears & Wheel pants;
Custom cut foam wings.
Enya Engines; Magnum; Super Tiger; OS; SAITO;
Evolution engines; Custom CC mufflers; Old Time;
Classic; Modern kits.
Send $3.00 for Catalog:
Randy Smith
Aero Products
980 Winnbrook Drive, DACULA GA 30019, USA
Ph (678) 407-9376
Fax (678) 985-5085
Web site: www.Aeroproduct.net
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The Appearance Point

Specifications:
Name: Evolution
Designer: Randy Smith
Construction type: Foam wing
Wingspan: 60 inches
Length: 45.5 inches
Nose Moment: 10.5 inches
Tail Moment: 17.25 inches
Dry Weight: 68.25 ounces
Power Package: PA 65 RE with a tuned
pipe and a Kenny Steven’s 7 oz. tank
Propeller: Bolly 13 x 4.25 3 blade
Finish: Sig dope with DuPont 480S
clear
Line Length: 65 feet
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By Randy Smith
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efore we get into the construction of this plane, I would like to
give you some background on how it came to be. It was July
and we had not been home from the Nats but two weeks. I was
almost finished with a new plane, the Starfire.
I had planned on spending the rest of my afternoon at my dad’s house
finishing the last few ink lines on the plane and getting it ready for final
Clear. You know when you get home from a contest and all you want to do
is work on your planes, well that is where I was. I was still charged up
from the Nats and could not wait to go back.
I had not left my house yet when the phone rang. It was mom’s cell
phone. I thought this was strange because I had just talked to her and dad
earlier and I knew they were at home. I answer and I hear “It’s gone.” I
said, “What?” Mom said, “The shop is on fire” I said, “What?” Then she

told me again, “It’s gone, the shop is
on fire and everything is gone.”
At the time, I lived in the same
neighborhood as my parents so it only
took a minute to get there. As I
rounded the corner, I could see the
flames over the top of their house (the
shop was in the back yard). The fire
department was already there trying to
put out the blaze. My mom had called
from her cell phone because the fire in
the shop had shorted out their land
line; she had been trying to call me for
10 or 15 minutes, not that it would
have done any good for me to be there
sooner, but I can imagine her distress
when she could not get in touch with
me.
So I am there now and I walk
around the house to see my dad sitting
on the ground with his head in his
hands. I went and sat down next to
him and we quietly watched the fire
and the fire department destroy
everything that we
had worked so
hard to build. After
a few minutes of
silence and some
crying, he said,
“That’s it. It’s
over.” well of
course I said,
“Like hell it’s
over.”
I had just come
in second at the
Nats, my highest
placing thus far. I
told him that when
the fire was out

and the insurance people had
done their thing that we
would build a new shop and
start over. He did not sound
so optimistic.
A few days later, I posted
on a couple forums about
what had happened. Dad, not
being in the best of moods
and not caring about planes
at the moment, had no idea
what was about to happen.
The phone started ringing.
Calls started to pour in from
all of our friends in Stunt.
Even people we had never
met started calling.
Then things started
showing up in the mail. Boxes with glue, nuts and
bolts, balsa wood—everything you could imagine
for building airplanes. People were sending
anything they could. I know for a fact that this is
what pulled dad out of his depression and started
him down the path of rebuilding. You will never
meet a better group of people than Stunt fliers.
William Davis and Watt Moore drove down to
help with the rebuilding of the shop. Brett Buck
sent me one of his PA 61s.Gary Hajak and my
cousin Frank Brumbeloe both bought me PA 65s.
Every contest we went to people were giving us
stuff and asking how they could help. Everyone
would offer us planes to compete with, since we
had none left. What an honor it is to be part of
such a great group of people!
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I wrote all of the
above so I could say
this: Thank You! We
could not have done
it without all of
your help and
support.
Let’s get started
talking about the
Evolution. The one
I am writing about
is the third one I
have built. The first
was the one I used to get my second place at the Nats so it was
only obvious that I should build another one.
Well, the second Evolution had problems from the start. It was
one of the first planes to be built in the new shop and we decided
to use some paint that we had never used before. This
combination did not turn out a very good plane.
One of the people who helped us during the aftermath of the
fire was Bob Hunt. He had called and offered to build me any
wing that I wanted, so we ordered a foam Evolution wing. When
it came in the mail, Dad called immediately. He said, “You have
got to see this wing! It looks great.”
I went to his house and he was right, it was a beautifully made
wing with a molded leading edge, beautiful wing-mounted gear
blocks and, well, it was pretty flawless. After all the problems, I
had had with the previous plane and after seeing this new wing, I
was determined to build my best plane yet.
Everything about the new plane was going good. I had some
weight issues; having lost 30 years worth of premium balsa made
it tough to build light. I decided early on to use Sig paint all the
way. I knew how it worked and I knew I would not have any
problems. I also decided that I would paint this with a silver base
coat just like the first one.
The first Evolution was silver, blue, black, and white. Many
people had told me how much they liked the paint scheme on that
plane so I decided to do it again on the new one. The only
difference would be that I used red instead of blue this time. I
also added some things to this one that I wish I would had done
on the first one such as big black lines that run at an angle from
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leading to trailing edge of the wings and some
pretty cool letters and numbers that I made stencils
for on a vinyl plotter at work.
The construction of the new plane went just as
it always does … slow. I have a bad habit of
waiting to the last minute to do things. This drives
Dad crazy. I try to convince him that I just work
better under pressure. So true to my usual form, it
is a month before the Nats and I am still painting. I
would work all day at
my regular job and then
spend until eight or nine
at night at Dad’s house
painting. All the time my
future wife is at home
with our new baby
Layla. She was not so
happy about all the time
I spent at Dad’s house,
but as most good women
do she put up with it.
When it came to
finishing the plane, I
used Sig paint all the
way. My last two coats
of clear were DuPont
480S; this is a premixed
clear. All you have to do
is pour it into the gun
and shoot. I sanded the
plane with 600-grit
sandpaper between every
two coats of clear and then I sanded the final clear with 800-,
1000-, and 1200-grit sandpaper. I used McGuire’s rubbing
compound, polishing compound, and their swirl remover for the
final buff.
We were due to leave for the Nats in a week and, true to form,
I am still buffing on this plane. I am done with a few days to
spare. I told Dad that I did not want to show up at the Nats with a
plane that I had never flown, like I did the previous two years, so
we took it out and put one flight on it.
As we sat there at the field, I finally got a good look at this
plane that I had been working so hard on. The sun was really
bright that day and you could hardly stand to look at the plane
without sunglasses on. I was impressed with myself and felt that
if nothing else I would make a good show at appearance judging
at the Nats. To compete at the top level at the Nats you have to
have a good-looking plane. I was sure that I would get 17 or 18
points in appearance and I would be very happy with that. I got
18 appearance points: just what I had aimed for.
I spent the rest of the week trimming and competing with the
new Evolution. I did not do to bad; I ended up in fifth place. This
plane was not my best flying, but it was my best looking. This
shows how important it is to have some time with your plane
before you go to these things.
I could have flown the Dreadnought from the previous year (a
borrowed plane that I had built for someone before the fire), but
it was not as pretty as the new plane. Only a crash was going to
stop me from flying the new one. This paid off; I would not have
won the Concourse Award with the Dreadnought. SN
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