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President’s Column
by Don McClave

We’ll only get out of PAMPA
what we contribute ...
As I write this column in mid-January, it’s not exactly ideal
flying weather in most of the country, but prime building time for
most of us. By the time you receive this issue of Stunt ews,
spring will have arrived and the 24th annual Vintage Stunt
Championships in Tucson will be welcoming more than 100
fliers from across the U.S. and from places like Japan, Australia,
Canada, Brazil, and Germany.
Tucson is located in a beautiful part of a beautiful state, has a
wonderful flying site and lots of visitor attractions. While the
entry date cutoff of March 2 may have passed by the time you
read this, if you’re interested in taking part in this unique
gathering next year or coming as a spectator this year to see
dozen upon dozen of beautifully finished vintage designs in
flight, contact Jim Hoffman at: windswept4@cox.net or 2658 W.
Montgomery Drive, Chandler AZ 85224 for more information.
As late spring arrives in May, there will be lots of contests
taking place around the country, reflecting the continued strong
interest in our hobby. At year-end 2011, PAMPA membership was
holding steady at around 940 members and expected to grow
during the next several months. One factor that appears to be
stimulating this interest is the growing fascination in electric
power, pretty much everywhere it seems, and the new faces
showing up at contests so equipped.
One such example is the Northwest Control Line Regionals in
Eugene OR, on May 25-27. It is a large contest that attracts wellknown fliers such as Paul Walker, Norm Whittle, Phil
Granderson, Alan Resinger, Chris Cox, and Howard Rush—all of
whom have switched to electric power—and new fliers who have
been attracted to stunt because of it. National champion Dave
Fitzgerald is still flying a large .76 engine, but he’s been
overheard asking questions about electric power.
You can view pictures of many of these airplanes and get
information about the Northwest Regionals by going to the
Northwest Flying Lines home page.

Congratulations, Matt (and
your parents), for making the
right decision!
As most of you know, the World Control Line Championships
are in Bulgaria later this year. What you may not know is that the
original location had to be changed, and with it the competition
date. The location is now in the Pazardzhik district about 50
miles east of Sophia, Bulgaria’s capital and largest city, and the
competition dates are now August 25 - September 1.
It appears to be quite a good site, but one of our F2B
contestants, Matthew Colan, was forced to withdraw because the
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new date
would have
required him to miss the first two weeks of his freshman year at
the Embry-Riddle Aeronautics University, an excellent choice for
someone whose goal is to become a pilot. While Matt was
disappointed at walking away from a “once in a lifetime
opportunity,” anyone who had the chance to watch him fly at the
Team Trials in September would certainly expect that Matt will
have plenty of opportunities in the future. Congratulations, Matt
(and your parents), for making the right decision!
As it happens, Matt’s coach at the team trials was his
grandfather, Don Herdman. A few weeks after the team trials,
Don learned that his District I representative, Will Moore, needed
to step down for work-related reasons. Don stepped up and said
that he was willing to take over for Will. After consulting the
trustees, I was very pleased to appoint Don to complete the
remainder of Will’s term. Thanks, Don, for your willingness to
volunteer for this important job!
I hope that the recent actions of Bob McDonald, Bob Hunt,
and Don Herdman in volunteering to serve their districts when
needed are a good example for all us. We’ll only get out of
PAMPA what we contribute and through their actions these three
gentlemen make that point extremely well.
Best to all!
—Don

Aero Products
“World Class Stunt Stuff”
Custom made SV Laser cut kits; Precision
Aero Engines; Cf Props; CF Gears & Wheel
pants; Custom cut foam wings.
Enya Engines; Magnum; Super Tiger; OS;
SAITO; Evolution engines; Custom CC
mufflers; Old Time; Classic; Modern kits.
Send $3.00 for Catalog:
Randy Smith: Aero Products
980 Winnbrook Drive, DACULA GA 30019,
USA
Ph (678) 407-9376; Fax (678) 985-5085
Web site: www.Aeroproduct.net

Level Laps
By Bob Hunt

“If it can be done, it will be.”
Something very important has happened that has great
promise to help CL regain its rightful place in the eyes and
minds of the mainstream modeling public. I’m going to
relinquish my editorial this month to Mark Weiss, who is the
ramrod behind this great news. Take it away, Mark!
CL Stunt at “the all”
Like so many others, I have been in aeromodeling for many
years. It began with Control Line and then migrated to RC as
systems became more reliable and easier on the wallet.
And maybe like many of you, I have certain events that are
“must attend” each year. My list for many years has included
the Flea Market in Lebanon, PA, the WRAMS Show, the Toledo
Show, and the Joe Nall. Each visit gives me a resurgence out of
the doldrums of winter and into spring and the flying season!
For the past 15 years or so, I have been fortunate to fly RC at
a private field in Pennsylvania, and also maintain a great
relationship with the Delaware RC Club. Each year I could
count on seeing my flying buddies from Pennsylvania and
Delaware at these same events. Of all the venues, I have
enjoyed the Joe Nall Fly-In the most, especially watching its
phenomenal growth and site maturity.
Thirty years ago, Mr. Pat Hartness and a small group of close
RC buddies started this fly-in on Pat’s property in Greenville
SC. While the history of the event can be found in correct detail
on the Web, the initial gathering attracted a handful of
participants. One of those was a very close friend of Pat’s, Joe
Nall.
As the event grew in the number of participants, the duration
of the event also grew to a multi-day happening. And as the
crowds grew, vendors came to enjoy the flying and sell their
goods on-site. As this was originally dedicated only to Giant
Scale fixed-wing aircraft, you could count on seeing some of
the very best pilots and very best planes in the world at the
event each year.
It later became known as the Joe Nall when tragically, Joe
lost his life in an airplane crash while he was working for the
FAA. Pat named the event the Joe Nall in memory of a
wonderful person and a close friend.
As the Nall grew, so has the facility, and I believe it is as
important an influence on the modelers who attend each year as
any other factor, or even more so. The full-scale runway is grass
that resembles the largest golf green in the world. Everything is
green and clean, and the whole idea was fun and comeraderic
from its very beginning, and it still is.
You owe it to yourself to visit the web site dedicated to the
event and the incredible Triple Tree Aerodrome in Woodruff
SC. It is not just perfectly manicured runways. It also features a
modern shower facility, a general store, and a full-scale hangar
open to the modelers for repairs.
It has a manmade lake for float planes, a large vendor area,
and a campground. It offers free shuttle buses to get you around
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the 10,000foot depth of
the Aerodrome. In the movie Field of Dreams, Shoeless Joe
Jackson asked, “Is this Heaven?” Kevin Costner’s reply was,
“No, this is Iowa.” Well, for aeromodeling, Joe Nall is the
closest thing to Heaven I have ever seen.
I started attending the Nall before Pat acquired the
permanent site, and I was amazed then how big, yet intimate,
the event had become. I have been there with airplanes and
purely as a spectator, and both were incredibly enjoyable. The
people you meet, the flying you watch, and the enjoyment of
the site are all tremendous.
Pat has expanded on the airplane size and type so that RC
aeromodelers with other passions can also enjoy the event.
Now, there are flightlines for scale and general flying (Giant
Scale only); a separate flight line for the 3-D gang (Giant
Scale); a lake for the float fliers; an area for the heli crowd; and
an area for electrics of any size below Giant Scale.
With my love of RC and aeromodeling, things took an
interesting and wonderful turn this past year as the small group
that flies on the private field returned to their roots and replaced
transmitters and receivers with control lines and handles.
Several of us spent a few glorious days in Carmichael PA, in
June to watch and fully enjoy John Brodak’s annual Control
Line competition. We were hooked and luckily got two CL
masters back on the handles.
Joe Nall? In November, I sent an email to Pat Hartness at
what I thought might be his email address. Knowing he did not
know me, I still asked him to consider adding a CL circle to the
2012 Nall. I thought it would be great for CL and great for
modeling.
The next day, while visiting my son in Florida, my cell
phone rang but I did not recognize the area code. I said hello
and a voice responded, “Mark, this is Pat Hartness.” To me, a
kid growing up in New York, this was akin to having Mickey
Mantle call my home and ask for me! He could not have been
nicer.
With over 1,000 registered RC pilots at the 2011 Nall, that
Pat and I did not know each other is not a surprising realization.
Pat liked the idea, told me he started in CL, and would talk to
the event CD, Mike Gregory, about it. The concern was safety.
Despite the huge land area, Pat and Mike wanted to make sure
there was a safe area where RC planes would not be overhead.
He said, “If it can be done, it will be.”
I was ecstatic, even as Pat “put” two requirements on me (he
is a smart man): One, I would be the CD for the circles for the
entire week, and two, I was to bring a plane flying on a tether
that is controlled from outside the circle by a transmitter. I said,
“Absolutely!”
I have found out since then that the easy part was over, for
an event worth having is worth doing it right. Pat has set the
bar very high, and my goal is to have the CL area at least on

par with the rest of the flightlines.
I made a decision that this was such a tremendous
opportunity for CL and aeromodeling, I decided to incorporate
CL flight training and demonstrations. Now, I am not the best
CL pilot on the planet, but I do know that grabbing a handle for
the first time is a wonderful sensation and experience.
Being a little nervous about my plans without consulting Pat,
I sent an email asking if we were on. He quickly responded by
calling me and telling me to calm down, CL is in, and they were
going to provide two or three circles!
He even asked for my input regarding the language that
would be used in communications with the public about this
addition to the previously RC-only Joe Nall. Again, he could
not have been nicer.
Of course, he reminded me about the hybrid CL/RC plane
and, of course, I told him to calm down...it would be there.
Actually, I did not tell him to calm down (I am not crazy), but I
did assure Mr. Hartness the plane and tether would be tested
and flight-ready by May 11th.
Very recently, Pat, Mike, and their terrific crew updated the
website and the sixth flightline is official: Control Line! Can
you believe it? Take a look: www.joenall.com.
If you have not been to the Nall, you need to go. This year’s
dates are May 12 - May 19. If you fly CL, bring your plane and
enjoy open flying and the spectacle of the event. If you do not
fly CL, planes will be available for flight (or is it “fright”)
training.
In the Army we used to meet daily and discuss “lessons
learned.” I have already learned a lot from this experience.
First, if you are truly passionate about something, do

something about it. There is an old saying about being careful
what you wish for, as it just may happen. It was only a thought
until I sent Pat Hartness an email. If Pat would have declined, I
would have still been proud of myself for asking.
I have also been reminded that amid all the craziness around
us everyday, there are wonderful people out there and some of
them are rainmakers. Pat Hartness is one of those souls. I also
learned from Pat that this became a reality because he
appreciated the fact that I approached him with this idea.
That is how great things happen at any level. I am also
aware that my place in this is to make things happen once I am
given permission. I don’t have to be a great CL pilot (which I
am not).
All I need and all you need is conviction, a good work ethic,
supportive friends (and I am really fortunate here), and a
“partner” who has earned the position of being able to provide
what I had wished for, CL at the Nall! Thank you, Mr.
Hartness.
I have also been reminded that there are some great folks
out there in the good old USA who are in the business of
producing CL products and related supplies, and, despite very
trying economic times, have been very supportive of this
endeavor. You know who you are.
If you are a modeler, this is the year to support CL at the
Nall. What a wonderful opportunity for modelers to “cross
pollinate” their particular areas of aeromodeling. Again, spend
a little time by visiting and grasping this incredible venue:
www.joenall.com.
See you at the Nall. I will be the one with my head spinning!
—Mark Weiss
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The Curtiss XP-31 Swift was an
unsuccessful competitor to the
Boeing P-26. The all-metal, lowwing Swift had some interesting
features, including trailing edge
flaps and full-span leading edge
slats that opened automatically
about 15 mph above stall
speed. The design also
included a sliding canopy and
some old features, including a
fixed landing gear with wheel
pants and external wing struts.
The aircraft flew in July
1932 using a 700 hp Wright
R-1820 Cyclone air-cooled
radial engine at the insistence
of the Army. Performance was
disappointing and the engine
was replaced with a Curtiss
G1V-1570F Conqueror of 600
hp, which had been originally
preferred by Curtiss. The now
seriously overweight XP-31
was canceled.

by Tom Niebuhr
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Old-Time Stunt was the child of my longtime friend, John
Miske. John’s idea was to hold a small contest using airplanes
published or kitted before the end of 1952. John had done
extensive research, and only a few airplanes have been added to
his original list of eligible designs.
The first contest was held October 1970, at the Garden State
Circles Burners’ field in Lincoln Park, New Jersey. Certainly
none of us in attendance expected this to become an
internationally flown event that also helped to spawn the Vintage
Stunt Championships held annually in Tucson, Arizona.
John built a Curtiss Swift as his OTS airplane. Although the
yellow silkspan is now faded, the airplane is still in excellent
condition and the airplane now resides in Larry Scarinzi’s
basement.
My Swift was built in honor of John Miske, the Father of OldTime Stunt. The Swift Stunter was designed by Nate Rambo, who
won the Philadelphia Flying Circus and the Pennsylvania State
Championship Meet. Nate also placed third in Senior Precision in
the 1949 Plymouth International Meet with the airplane.
The Curtiss Swift was featured in the May 1950 edition of
Model Airplane ews. Thanks go to John Miske who supplied a
copy of the MA article and a full-size drawing, and also to

Model Airplane ews and especially Gerry Yarrish for allowing
us to reprint the plans for this plane and an article about it here.
The airplane has a rather sharp leading edge that probably
scares some people away, but in reality this does not hurt when
performing the maneuvers of the 1952 Stunt pattern. I made
several structural changes, some of which were recommended by
John Miske.
The top and bottom leading edge sheeting was joined with no
spar. I cut the leading edge back 1/4 inch and added a 1/4 x 3/8-inch
spar glued to the front of the sheeting. This spar was then sanded
to shape. There were no spars at the aft end of the leading edge
sheeting. 3/16-inch square spars were added under the sheeting.
These changes add strength to the wing and are not visible.
The 1/4 x 1/2 -inch main spar on the original model is at the
bottom edge of the ribs and actually touches the covering. This
spar remains mostly for cosmetic purposes. The last structural
changes were the addition of vertical webs between the added
3
/16-inch leading spars and between the forward edges of the
trailing edge sheeting.
The Swift landing gear was originally installed through the
engine mounts and then bent to shape. I bent the upper part of the
gear forward to mount under the engine mounts.
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It took several weeks to make a special canopy plug to
match the angular sides of the model, and then the canopy
was vacuum molded.
The additional work was well worth the extra time. Since
I have a full-scale Stearman seat of the same period, I used it
to model all the proper bends and reproduce the seat using
manila folder stock.
Every effort has been made to faithfully reproduce the
original model and to match the colors of the actual Curtiss
Swift of 1932. To this end there are no adjustable features on
my model, and a wire tail skid is used in lieu of a tail wheel.
Referring to the Mil-Specs and to old black and white
photographs, the fuselage was not blue as sometimes
depicted, and the landing gear fairings and wheel pants were
not yellow.
My Swift cockpit is painted with actual aircraft zinc
phosphate which matches the original zinc chromate which is
no longer available. Polyspan is used for covering with
basecoats of Brodak butyrate clear dope and Brodak white.
Brodak olive drab is used on the fuselage, the landing gear
fairings, and the wheel pants. Randolph butyrate dope is used
matching the Mil Spec yellow-orange of the original aircraft.
A sincere thanks goes to Don Hutchinson who helped with
color and marking research. All lettering and the military
stars were painted on using vinyl masks. The finish is

The vintage wheels remain white as in the actual XP-31.
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Silver is used to highlight the seat. The surrounding structure is carefully notched to
accept the canopy.

intentionally not high gloss, since not many of the OldTime era stunters had mirror finishes as we see today.
For the icing on the cake, I wanted to use power that is
not seen too often. I was introduced to Control Line by John
Lo Re, who lived “around the block.” His brother, Billy,
who taught me to fly, had an early Veco .35 in one of his
airplanes. Veco made a .29, .31 and .35, all of the same
casing. Gary Tultz and John Kelinske helped me with a
Veco .29, and two Veco .31s. The .29 is very worn;
however, the .31s are in great shape. In fact, one of them is
new in the box. Although the .31 became available in 1954,
it became a must for the Swift project.
Having an engine with a backup that also has
sentimental value is an unbelievable bonus. Now add to this
a 2-inch Veco spinner along with a $.25 10 x 6 Top Flight
prop from my own collection and a Champion VG-2 glow
plug supplied by Marvin Denny, and the package is
complete.
Ed Ruane has built three Curtiss Swifts, and Dan Gates
had one at an early Vintage Stunt Championship. Mine will
join this fraternity at VSC 24, March 2012.
Having longtime friends like these, as a result of being
involved with Control Line, all I can say is that life is
very good! SN
Considerable effort resulted in a beautiful canopy plug for vacuum forming.

Final assembly: Cloth hinges and non-adjustable
leadouts were used as on the original Nate Rambo
model.
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Right: Vinyl masks were used to paint all the
graphics. A Rapidograph pen was used to outline the
leading edge slats, flaps and ailerons.

Below: Tom built the Curtiss Swift in honor of the
Father of Old Time Stunt. John Miske’s name is
under the cockpit.
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The Curtiss Swift is at home in the air.
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Above and above right: Final approach. The XP-31 is ready to refuel for the next
mission.
Below: The actual Mil-Spec colors were used for the Swift. Note that a wire tail skid
was used to duplicate the original model.
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Don Still

by Wesley Dick

Don Still was one of the
pioneers in the early days
of Stunt. His Stuka design
was revolutionary in that
it emulated an actual fullscale airplane that was
easily recognizable. Many
semiscale and eventually
near-full-scale stunters
have followed. This
article was written from
information obtained from
Don in a recent interview
and will be followed with
information gleaned from
the many magazine
articles chronicling his
modeling career.
Don Still with some of the hardware he collected with the Victory and Stuka
through 1952.
Don Still got his start in building model airplanes at an early age,
just before World War II. His family lived in the small town of
Alta Loma, Texas, located about 15 miles northwest of
Galveston. Don was around nine years old. His older brother, age
15, was building the little stick-and-tissue models that were
popular at the time. Don tried to emulate his brother, but claims
not to have much luck getting the little rubber-powered models to
fly. This is hard to believe, considering his later accomplishments
and influence on the hobby.
There was no hobby shop in that little town and Don doesn’t
remember where he got it, but his father bought his brother an
engine. It was a little Rogers. (Have you ever heard of or seen
one of those?) It was a .29 ignition model and cost only about
$5.95. Don’s brother built a free flight plane for the motor but
could never get the engine to run. It would just pop, pop, pop but
never run. When the war started, his brother was drafted, and
Don inherited the model and engine. (Sadly, Don’s brother was
killed in France by a sniper in August, 1944.)
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Don, being optimistic, built a little air-drive boat for the
engine. He mounted the engine on a wooden box and cranked and
cranked for many hours, trying to get it to run. Still, all it would
do was pop, pop, pop.
Don was 15 at that point, and a senior in high school. One day
he came home from school and on the kitchen table was a brandnew Ohlsson and Rice .60 ignition motor. It was in a bright red,
silver, and black box! Opening the box revealed a bright, polished
aluminum motor. The cylinder cooling fins were finely machined
and painted black. It was truly a thing of beauty to an aspiring
modeler. Oh man! He was sure he had died and gone to Heaven.
The .60-size engine was way too big for the little boat, so the
project was abandoned. Don had been building model airplanes,
so the obvious move was to get one for the Ohlsson. He and his
dad went to Galveston to a bookstore where he had bought the
engine. The bookstore also stocked some model supplies, so they
were able to purchase a Jim Walker AJ Fireball kit. He assembled
the kit, with no help whatsoever. In that little town of Alta Loma,

Left: The AJ
Fireball,
complete with
Ohlson .60.

Below: Don and
his dad at the
school with the
AJ Fireball and
Ohlson .60.

(population 300) there was no one
else building models. He had seen
one fly in Houston, where they
passed by a park and saw some
people flying control line. They
had stopped for a few minutes and
that was his only experience with
the sport.
The Fireball was completed,
and the Ohlson .60 was installed.
The Fireball was designed for a
.19 or .23-size engine. Neither
Don nor his dad knew the
difference, so they went ahead and
proceeded to try to fly. The only
suitable place in town was the
football field at the high school.
The plane had string lines; many
did at that time. The engine
started quickly, with only a few
flips. The spark was advanced
only about one quarter of the
way, but with that big engine the
plane was still overpowered. Don was lucky enough to get a
successful flight, and that was his start into gas-powered
modeling.
Don heard they were flying at Galveston and went there to fly
with them on a Sunday at Ball High School Stadium. The grass
had grown up in the summer, so taking off was difficult at best.
The tiny wheels on the Fireball just would not roll, so he had to
give full up to get it off the ground. It immediately went into a
big loop, came around, and crashed, almost hitting the launcher.
His name was Bob Moore. Bob now lives near Beaumont and
tells everybody Don tried to kill him. The Fireball was
completely destroyed, or so Don thought, but his mother had kept
the wings, which were still in pretty good shape. He found them

after she died in 2006 at age 102.
Don flew with the Galveston gang and started to build and fly
more advanced models. One was the Skeeter that had a crutch
body and a symmetrical airfoil. It was the first plane he learned to
fly inverted. Others were the Box Car Chief, the Over Eazy, and
the Zilch. The Galveston group was really active, although they
were not organized as a club. There was also a group up in Texas
City, not far from Alta Loma, that was quite active and
competitive minded. He began flying with them and started going
to contests. One of the first was at Ellington Field in Houston. He
started winning almost immediately. That was in 1949.
Don had gone to the Olathe Nationals in 1948 but did not
compete. He just went to see and to learn what it was all about,
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and what the guys were doing. He got to see
Dave Slagle fly the Checkalaroma. Dave
could fly two planes at one time. He won in
’46, ’47, and ’48. Other big names at Olathe
were “Mad Man” Yates, Jim Saftig, and Bud
Jamison.
Don then began designing the Victory with
Atwood .60 power. He made many; no two
were alike, just slightly different. He was
trying to evolve a good stunt plane. The
Victory would fly at nearly 90 miles per hour,
and did a pretty spectacular pattern. There
were two versions of the Victory: a short nose
and tail, and a longer nose and tail. (The
Victory was published with plans just a few
years ago.)
On returning to the Nats at Olathe in 1949,
Don won first in Senior, flying the original
Victory. This was competing against George
Aldrich and some of the other better fliers of
the time. He continued to fly the Victory
through 1950.
Don’s main competitor at the ’50 Nats was
Buzz Ferguson. Buzz was the protégé of Lew
Andrews, the designer and flier of the
Barnstormer. Don was still flying his Victory,
and Buzz was flying a Barnstormer. Buzz was
discouraged, due to a low score on his first
flight, and was not going to fly again. Don
talked him into giving it another try. So on the
last flight of the day, he posted a good score
and knocked Don back to second. So much for
being a nice guy, but that is typical of our
sport. We only want to win when the other
guy is flying at his best.
Lew Andrews sent Don two of the first
production runs of the Barnstormer kit. Lew
had perfected the art of flying the Saber
Dance, where the model is hung on the prop,
held in the vertical position, and maneuvered
back and forth in a sort of dance. Lew
modified an Ohlson .29 to make

Above: Don with four versions of the
Victory at the ’49 Nats.

Right: Don with the two Stukas he took
to the World Championships.
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The awards ceremony at the World Championships.
it run at all speeds by putting a controllable baffle in the intake.
A U-Reely with insulated lines closed a relay basically
flooding the engine. Timing the pulses, the plane could be held in
the hover position. Jim Walker, who was probably the first to do
the Saber Dance, used a two-point ignition system for engine
speed control. (Note: This technique, “The Saber Dance” was
later used by Burt Rutan to slow down the slow flight portion in
Navy Carrier. He blew the competition away, and the technique is
used to this day.)
Don built both Barnstormers (one he still flies), but never used
them for competition, just for fun flying and the Saber Dance. He
equipped both models with full-span flaps, and was probably the
first to do so. Lew was still using the non-movable flaps. (The
flaps were probably inspired by Bob Palmer’s Chief.)
In 1951 Don was going to the University of Houston. George
Aldrich was also in Houston, going to a different school. (Both
were graduating that year.) Don was visiting George at his
apartment, and George showed him the plans for the Nobler. At
the time Don said it was a design he was not impressed with. Don
then went home and designed the Stuka. Since the Barnstormer
had done so well before, he decided a scale job that flew even
better would be the thing needed to give him an edge.
Another plane Don designed in the early 50s was called a No
Body. It was a flying wing design for competing in combat. It
used the new K&B .35 engine. He flew it at the ’54 Nats, and it

was published in Model Airplane ews that year. That was his
last design of any prominence, as he began spending more time
with RC.
George Aldrich and Don were the best of competitors and the
best of friends. They did not socialize in a conventional or
ordinary way. Since they lived at a distance, their relationship
mostly existed through their competition at contests. They did
compete many times, as both were from the Texas area.
Don says you could not be closer friends and competitors than
they were. At the Nats they would spend the evenings talking,
reminiscing, and just having fun. Then they then would go home,
not seeing each other until the next contest. George was
originally from South Texas, then lived in Houston, San Antonio,
and several places close by, so they competed many times. They
were really very competitive, and they learned a lot from each
other.
George was very much a buddy with Bob Palmer, who gave
him a lot of advice. Don was not as close a friend to Bob Palmer
as George. However, he did correspond with Bob several times.
When Don heard about George’s death, he was devastated.
George’s wife had called to say he was sick, and Don’s wife took
the message. After a few days Don called to find out how George
was doing but was not able to get through. Had he known of the
seriousness of George’s condition, he certainly would have gone
earlier. About 10 modelers called Don on the day that George
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Don in his hobby shop In
Beaumont TX with the
Stuka.

passed away to be sure he
knew what had happened.
(George passed away on July
4, 2001.) Don was able to
attend a memorial for George
that was held later.
Don’s opinion of Stunt as it is
today: He says he is old-timey.
He does not even own a
computer and says he is still
living in the ’40s, ’50s, and
’60s. The modern pattern is
not really modern. It is what
George, Don, Rolland
McDonald, and a few other
committee members put
together. Don always liked
sharp or tight maneuvers with
low bottoms. He says he liked,
and still likes, to challenge the
ground.
One of the magazine articles
(see later) tells of him running
the wheels on the ground
when doing wingovers.
George, on the other hand,
preferred large, slow
maneuvers, favoring the
flying characteristics of the
Nobler. The rules ended up
attuned to George’s
philosophy, and the larger
maneuvers were adopted. This
made the pattern much more
flyable, especially for those of
us who do not have the finely
honed skill and timing
possessed by Don.
Don thinks appearance has its
place, but feels there is way
too much made over it today.
He feels the emphasis should
be on flying and more highly
aerobatic things. Maneuver
tops, according to Don, should
be less than 45 degrees and as
close to the ground as you can
get them. If you can touch the
wheels onto the ground, that is
better. George pushed for the
bigger maneuvers because his
Nobler had gotten old, tired,
and heavier from being
repainted several times. It was
up to 54 ounces.
It did a tremendously smooth
job as long as he went
overhead with it. However, it
would not do a Figure Eight
under 45 degrees. That is
where the big maneuvers
came in. Don still favors the
old, tight maneuvers: close
enough to the ground to give
your heart a bump. He says he

The Atwoods and the
victory.

still gets an adrenaline rush when driving down his plane and
trying to pull out a foot off the ground. Challenging the ground is
what it is really all about for Don. The thrill has been lost in the
way the pattern is flown today for him.
On the subject of appearance, Don had this to say, “A
Concourse would be nice, just for a guy to feel good about his
building, but the event should really be about the flying. If you
are going to challenge the ground with every flight, you don’t
want to have a model that you have spent hours detailing,
painting panel lines, finishing, rubbing, and polishing. The plane
should be realistic and one the builder can be proud of, but not
necessarily with a large amount of detail and a super finish. It
should just look good in the air and on the ground.”
Don feels the event is static as far as the maneuvers they are
doing. He likes to take his Stuka out, relax, and not care if he
crashes, as he is not entering a contest next week. He wants to be
able to really wring it out. The trend in the direction of modern
competition has discouraged him from following what is now
going on. He has gotten into RC because of his view of the future
of Stunt. It has gotten too technical as far as the building, with
not enough emphasis on flying, in his opinion.
In 1959, when getting ready for the World Championships,
Don built three new Stuka models with Fox .25s for power. The
nose was extended ¾ inch to keep the CG in the right place, since
the .25 was lighter than the Fox .29. The .25 weighed just over
four ounces, while the .29 was over six ounces. The lighter
engine was a factor in keeping the planes very light. This resulted
in a significant improvement, as the .25 actually had more power
than the .29. Don says he would now like to go back and fly one
with a .29 and compare it with the .25 version.
When Johnny Clemens was running the ’60 Nats, he insisted
that George and Don fly Team Stunt together. This was done as
an exhibition in the show they held on Sunday afternoon. It had
become a tradition, so they went out to practice the night before.
George did not have an airplane, so they were going to fly Don’s
two Stukas. George flew clockwise, and Don flew

counterclockwise, so George would be flying backwards, for him.
(George was one of a very few who could fly in either direction.)
Obviously he was not as comfortable flying counterclockwise
with someone else’s airplane. Mind you, these were Don’s two
new Stukas, and this exhibition was to be performed just two
months prior to the World Championships.
They started flying and doing some maneuvers. They could do
nearly the whole pattern in formation. Don was calling, and said
to George, “You go inverted and I’ll go low.” George did not hear
the whole command, only “go inverted” and “go low.” Don came
around two feet off the ground, and there comes George, also at
two feet. There was a crash and a loud explosion. Don’s thoughts
were, Oh man, the Worlds is only two months away.
Miraculously, both planes were still flying. So, what to do? Go on
and finish the practice session. They could not figure out what
had really happened.
After landing, they found that Don’s prop had hit George’s
plane and put three angled cuts in the wing tip near the leadouts.
Since Don’s plane showed no damage at all, they went back to
the hangar and repaired the three cuts using silkspan and dope,
which enabled them to fly the demonstration the next day.
Don and George did fly the exhibition, but one of the motors
was not running well, so they were quite disappointed. The
crowd, however, enjoyed their show and gave them a good round
of applause. If anyone had seen the flight the night before, they
would have had a real thrill and a memorable experience.
Unfortunately, that was the last time Don and George ever flew
together.
Don did have a buddy in Beaumont with whom he flew Team
Stunt. They flew both Smoothies and Chiefs. In Don’s opinion,
Team Stunt would be a great event. It could really put a charge
into the sport. If he were younger, he says he would like to try to
get some changes made in Stunt. Tradition is fine, but there is a
lot more fun to be had than we are getting out of it today.
Certainly Team Stunt would be a great crowd pleaser and might
just encourage some new people to join the sport. SN
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A Champion’s

Part 1

Over the course of the time that I have been flying competition
CL Aerobatics, I have seen, met, and read about some of the
best fliers ever to have picked up a handle.
Of course, to be good—Nats-winning good—it’s obvious
that you need several things. Let’s forget for a moment about
the empirical aspects such as airframe design, building skill,
and engineering abilities—which are all required; these alone
are not enough to be Nats-winning good.
Why do some fliers take “breaks,” or cease to compete?
When is it time to say enough is enough?
This isn’t a conversation about what’s required as far as
equipment is concerned, nor is it really a conversation about
the merits of the above. Indeed, it’s designed to look closer at
the reasons why some of us push everything in an attempt to
fulfill one of the final pieces of the how-to-win-at-stunt
equation.

Dedication
Call it by any other name: commitment, desire, drive,
motivation, ketsui, devotion, or a combination of all of these, one
thing is certain. Without dedication, trying to win becomes a
fruitless endeavor.
I made mention that dedication to this craft is all-consuming;
more to the point, it must be all-consuming. Otherwise, you
simply cannot be the best. There will always be someone else
trying to build a little straighter or fly a little tighter and a little
more accurately. When I think about having the last flight of the
day, I often ponder: If I put in just one more, and then maybe one
more after that, certainly I will improve.
One thing I want to make completely clear: I don’t consider
myself “World Class,” nor do I consider myself in the same
league as any of the guys who keep the trophy plaque engravers
busy. What I do have is the want and desire to do what’s required
to get there.
Leaving no stone unturned, trying
to learn everything, and looking into
every conceivable avenue to succeed
with the mindset that failure to get
better each day are not an option. If I
need to fly 30 flights in a day, so be it;
I’ll fly those flights.
That’s just me, and I feel that if you
were to ask those wishing also to add
their name to the winner’s rostrum, I’d
be surprised if the answers they give
aren’t similar.
I read with great interest how Les
McDonald went through a similar line
of single-minded focus, with a win-atall-cost, no-stone-unturned mentality,
and I see so many similarities. Is it
personality driven? Who knows.
Perhaps it’s just the competitive side
of us all that simply cannot accept
anything other than being first.
This series of articles will be about
the “other side of the fence.” It will be
about those who have walked the path
for so long that taking another step
just doesn’t seem possible. It will deal
with the ultimate question, “What
happens to a competitor when he rolls
up his lines for the last time?” and,
Les McDonald had a brilliant CL Stunt career, winning three Gold Medals at World Championships and one Nats
more
specifically, “Why did he do
crown. When it ceased to be fun, he stopped flying. Here he is at the 1980 Nats in Wilmington, Ohio, just after
that?” The series will also highlight
capturing the Walker Trophy. Photo by Wynn Paul.
those who just flat refuse to quit.

“When enough is enough.”
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s Motivation
by P.J. Rowland

These thoughts have become much more dominant in my
mind after having read Les Mc Donald’s Stiletto Chronicles
article series and seeing how it ended without fanfare. There was
no, “This will be my last Nats.” No song and dance; no farewell
tour. In fact (from how I interpreted it), Les felt that it was simply
time for a break.
I understand that there are many other reasons why people
quit after having achieved and maintained a high level of
proficiency at something for a long time. This isn’t specifically
about Mr. McDonald but rather about the hidden elements of
dedication and motivation and how they can disappear, and
possibly even how to prevent their disappearance from
happening.
I have seen a few fliers of this caliber face the question of
competing again. I also understand that sometimes “real life” can
take hold, or more important things might come up. However, at
the end of the day, everything is still there; the knowledge, the
building skill—all the empirical things I mentioned in my
opening paragraph—are still there. In fact, they are probably
about as highly developed at that point as possible. The little
things that have disappeared, though, are dedication and
motivation.
We have seen some of the very best model builders/fliers of
recent times roll up the lines and remove their names from
contention for regular Top 5 spots. I would actually like to have
personally known all the Top 10 fliers of 60s, 70s, 80s, and 90s
and to ask them why they no longer compete. (Unfortunately, I
know that some of them are no longer with us.)
One thing seems obvious: Dedication is the key to winning
and is also the key to longevity. It’s a shame that those who

decided no longer to compete often do so with complete
abandonment. It would be amazing to see someone of the caliber
of Les McDonald or Ted Fancher back flying at Nats. I doubt that
will happen.
I know some of you might read that and be shocked,
surprised, or even a little offended at such a notion. Believe me,
that’s not a criticism on my part; far from it. What I really mean
is, it would be great if what takes you the top (skill, engine setup,
building ability, etc.) were enough to keep you in the sport until
you were physically not able to compete, more so than mentally
not be able to compete. However, items missing from that list,
i.e., motivation, drive, and passion, cannot be improved upon
with the passage of time and practice. Instead, they usually
evaporate with it.
It seems that it’s a certain “type” that we see in virtually all
forms of competition — football, baseball, boxing, etc. It’s
impossible to have a certain level of dedication, get to the top and
win, and then turn around and say, “Well I’m going to compete
just for fun.”
What concerns me is this: How do we prevent ourselves
from burning out? How do we keep these guys, who have just
recently put the handle down, in the sport, building planes and
attending contests for the betterment of all, be it for their sharing
of knowledge or for their inspiration?
We all need to take a break from time to time. However, how
does one mentally refresh and recharge without losing the
essence of competition and the actual motivation to continue on?
In part two of this series, we will look a little closer into
what motivation is and how it can affect you in both positive and
negative ways. SN

Les didn’t fade into oblivion
when he stopped flying Stunt;
he simply found another outlet
for his talents. Here he is on
his prized Honda VFR
Interceptor riding the famed
“Dragon” at Deals Gap, North
Carolina. Photo courtesy
Killboy.com.
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Ublf.Bqbsu!Bjsgsbnf
by Joe Adamusko

2

3

My first experience building a take-apart Stunt
model airplane was the ninety-powered Spitfire
project I did with Windy Urtnowski in 2006. What
sold me on the technology were the resultant solid
stunt engine runs and the rigidity of the assembled
component airframe parts that were dependant on just
a few 4-40 hex head bolts and blind nuts.
Needless to say, the component parts (Photo #1)
must be fabricated and aligned with great accuracy so
that subsequent assembly and disassembly will not
alter the aerodynamics of the design. The bolted
bulkhead technique I employ is very simple in design
and adds a negligible amount of weight to the
finished airframe. The system is not designed to
break a model down so as to fit into a violin case, and
then be carried to the flying field for assembly and
subsequent flight operation.
So why build a non-carry-around, take-apart
model to begin with? The reasons will vary for most
model builders, but what I have discovered are (1) ease of storage
between flying seasons and/or anticipated model usage; (2) the
application of lighter more efficient airframe finishes; (3) the
interchangeability of component parts; (4) the ability to
modify/replace/repair individual airframe parts on a new design
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prototype; and (5) the need for less building space and/or one
piece airframe manipulation during finishing and detailing
procedures. Take-apart Stunt model airplanes can also challenge
your building skills, especially if you want to utilize different
wing styles or fuselages in a transformer-type airplane.

of horizontal surface to surface
alignment. I install drilled wooden
dowel rod pieces vertically at the root
(Photo #6) of the stab where the bolt
holes are located, so that when
tightening the bolts during assembly
the stab will not crush.
It should be noted that the elevator
pushrod length is critical to proper
control surface alignment. I use a

4

5

The keystone take-apart airframe component is the
fuselage, as the wing, stab, and thrust center lines are
derived from the fuselage core. A removable wing with
bottom fuselage block segment (Photo #2) bolts to a
typical F-2 bulkhead located forward of the wing leading
edge and to a rear bulkhead aft of the wing trailing edge.
A typical removable wing utilizes (Photo #3) four (4)
forward bulkhead
4-40 hex head
bolts and two (2)
aft angled (Photo
#4) (30 degree)
bulkhead 4-40
bolts that are
accessed through
the tank and/or
battery
compartment and
aluminum tube
access ways
imbedded into the
wing bottom
block. (A long
handled T- handled
hex wrench may
be required to
reach the F-2
bulkhead bolts.)
The stabilizer is
bolted to a
plywood platform
(Photo #5) in an
offset tri-bolt
pattern located
between the
fuselage sides. I
use flat stabs, as
they readily lend
themselves to ease

6
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auxiliary access hatches. A fixed-length pushrod can
always be fine adjusted if need be by taking the
model apart.

7

8

fixed length pushrod instead of an adjustable one, in an
effort to save some of the weight of adjustable links and

LEE MACHINE
SHOP
Quality Modeling
Products
Propeller Scribes
2 oz and 5 oz fuel syringes
With o-ring plunger
Venturies for OS FP, LA 20
– 46
Ball Drivers and Finger
Drills
Gasket Cutters, Line
Wrappers
Derek Moran Line Clip
Bender
Write or email for complete
list and prices
James Lee
827 SE 43rd St
Topeka, KS 66609
Jlee9@cox.net
785-266-7714
Stunt News 28

AEROPIPES
Bill Werwage & Randy Smith

Tuned pipes for all makes from .25 to 1.08
Displacement
980 Winnbrook Dr., Dacula GA 30019
(678) 407-9376; (678) 985-5085 Fax & Order Line;
Used by Champions Worldwide!
www.Aeroproduct.net

aligned bolts will stand up to an entire season of flying. It goes
without saying that modern rear exhaust glow engines that
deposit very little exhaust oil on the airframe lend themselves
to this (Photo #9) style of take-apart airplane.
Most of my flying sessions require one paper towel to clean
off oil residue from the bottom of the fuselage near the tail
cone. Using a side exhaust engine that accumulates oil
emissions along the wing and fuselage may require some sort
of sealant to protect against oil creeping inside the airframe
structure.
Take-apart Stunt ships may not be for everyone, but the
aforementioned advantages can apply to any size airplane, and
especially to battery-powered electric motor systems.
—Joe Adamusko
February 4, 2012

9

A tail cone (Photo #7) with
vertical fin and rudder completes
the aft end of the fuselage. The
tail cone is held firmly in place
against the vertical tail wheel
wire bulkhead with a single 4-40
bolt and top block segment
alignment pin. A traditional
removable cowling (Photo #8)
and/or battery compartment hatch
cover completes the component
airframe assembly.
Once the bolts are seated and
rechecked for tightness after
initial flight testing, you can
expect that properly installed and

:
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Stuntwagon and Fox .59

by Charlie
Reeves
Let’s talk about
the Stuntwagon
first. When I built
mine, I recognized
that the wing was
prone to flying off,
so I made the rear
cut for my cowl 2¼
inches ahead of the
wing leading edge
so I could wrap
some fiberglass
around the wing
leading edge and
down the sides of
the fuselage.

That’s actually two
layers of 3/4-ounce
cloth put on with
epoxy. The first
layer is applied just
around the leading
edge and down the
fuselage sides. The
second layer is put
onto the fuselage
and wrapped up
around the leading
edge of the wing.
Tom Luper uses
wood skewers stuck
through the
fuselage sides and
into the leading
edge of the wing,
and his wing has
held on well also. I
cut back into the
leading edge of the
wing to the spar
(inside the fuselage
Above: Tom Luper and Charlie Reeves
sides) so I could get
are shown here just after Tom won first
place in Old-Time Stunt at the 2001 Nats a large enough tank
with his Stuntwagon. Charlie finished in
to do the Old-Time
fourth place that year, just behind Tom.
pattern. A 5¾-ounce
tank should be
sufficient. I put the
engine mounts into
Left: Here is the front end of Charlie’s
the correct spot for
first Big Job during construction late in
a K&B .45 and
2005. This one is powered by the long
made a cowl to fit
nose Fox 59 from his Stuntwagon.
that engine, but I
never ran that
engine in the
Stuntwagon.
I started out with the long nose Fox .59 in it and
used ¼-inch thick aluminum pads on top of the engine
mounts to space it correctly with the thrust line, and
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Left and below:
Here are two
photos of the
bearing support that
Gene Hempel
machined for
Charlie. The rubber
O-ring is a tight slipfit over the bearing
housing on the front
of the long nose
Fox 59, and is
recessed into the
bearing support.

Above and right: These two photos show the
engine compartment, Long Nose Fox 59,
and muffler in Charlie’s Big Job. The muffler
was made by Art Adamisin. It has a flange
machined on top and bottom to keep
centered vertically on the engine exhaust. Its
length is exactly the same as the engine
exhaust so the strap centers it fore and aft
on the exhaust. They also show the landing
gear bolted to the mounting plate with
counter-sunk machine screws.

that’s where it’s been the whole time.
Since the plane is a high wing configuration, you need to
use very light wheels and landing gear. I used .090 thick 2024
aluminum sheet for mine and kept cutting it down and thinning
it as much as possible to make it as light and flexible as
possible. I used .070 thick 2024 aluminum on my Big Job and
wish I had used it on the Stuntwagon. Both came from Wicks
Aircraft near St. Louis.
The wheels are two-inch Dave Brown Electra Lites and have
worked well for me. I recessed a tail wheel into the bottom of
the rear end of the fuselage, since I fly off of asphalt most of
the time. Only about half of it sticks out. I used two pieces of
1
/16-inch plywood, recessed into the fuselage sides and a 2-56
bolt with a piece of brass tubing for the axle.
ow for the engine
When I first took the Stuntwagon to the VSC in 1992, the
engine didn’t run very well. Art Adamisin and George Aldrich
suggested that it might be undercompressed, since it never
would come up into a two-cycle. Art’s son, David, found that it
was indeed undercompressed, and the combustion chamber
measured 1.84cc.
I had another head that measured 1.54cc, and Dave
machined the bottom of the head flat, removed the fiber head
gasket, and put in a soft aluminum head gasket. That solved the
running problem. At that time I was using Fox Superfuel, since
the engine was a lapped design with iron/steel construction.
A few years later, Frank McMillan suggested that I use some
of his fuel to reduce an overheating problem (it just smelled
hot when it came down after a flight). Since then I’ve been
using Sig Champion fuel with 10% nitro, 20% oil (half Castor
and half Klotz) with one additional ounce each of Castor,
Klotz, and Randy Smith’s Aero One oil to bring it up to about
22% total oil. If the weather is very hot, I might spike the fuel
with some of Sig’s 25% nitro fuel to get a
little power boost.
Now I’m running 12 x 5 Zinger Pro
propellers pitched and balanced with a little
extra pitch at the tips (Phillips Entry) and
taking off at about 8300-8500 rpm to get a
lap time of 5.0 to 5.2 seconds per lap.
Since going to the 10% nitro fuel, I’ve
put in a .062 dead soft aluminum head gasket
to reduce the compression a little, and it’s
running great. All along I’ve used the stock
Fox needle valve assembly that came with
the Long Nose .59. I did make another one
that has a slightly larger spraybar to reduce
the venturi slightly for colder weather to help
reduce speed-up, but it uses the same needle.
Now to the Fox .59 front intake. I actually
put one into my Victory that I flew
several years ago at VSC, but I liked
the way the Fox Eagle .60 ran that I
originally had in the Victory. (There
was too much of a break in the .59.)
George Aldrich made a venturi
insert for it that reduced the venturi
opening to around .290 ID; I made a
.062 aluminum head gasket and
installed it, too, and this is how I’m
running it now in my second Big
Job. This has tamed it down and
makes it fun to fly now.
I’d recommend that you take off
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the head and flatten the gasket surface by rubbing it
on some #220 sandpaper on a piece of glass, then
put in a soft aluminum gasket around .040-.060
thick and try it. By the way, I check the mounting
lug location on my engines and found that the front
intake lugs are 3/16 inch off of the center line, and
the rear intake lugs are 7/32 inch off of the center
line. I always thought they were the same distance.
I hope I’ve not confused you. If you are going to
build the Stuntwagon, I would recommend putting
the engine mounts right on the center line that the
plans show, and put two 1/8-inch thick phenolic
plates in position under the Fox lugs. Use a ¾-inch
extension on the front intake engine, and you
should be able to mount both engines in the same
location.
Make sure you balance your spinner well or you
will break the stiffeners cast on the long nose case.
I speak from experience here! By the way, Art
Adamisin makes a great tongue muffler for the Fox

Above: This photo shows the construction of the nose on
Charlie’s Big Job. It shows the phenolic plates that he used on
top of the engine mounts, the recessed engine mounts in the
tank compartment, and the landing gear mount. Note the step
behind the landing gear. This allows the bottom planking to lap
over the landing gear mount and be flush with the balsa behind
the landing gear. The hole for the front cowl mount also shows
up about a half inch behind the nose ring. The side cowl mounts
and rear cowl mount have not yet been drilled.
Right: This photo shows the plywood former in the front of the
fuselage to which the bearing support bolts. It is grooved on
each side so I can slip a wire behind the bearing support to help
remove it from the bearing.
Below: Here’s the decal that Lucky Pyatt made to cover the
patch on Charlie’s Stuntwagon after a section of covering blew
off during a practice flight at the 1998 Nats. After covering the
hole with clear tape, Charlie went on to his first Nats Old-Time
Stunt win that day.

.59 that fits either engine. I run mine on muffler pressure.
When I built my first Big Job, I put the long nose Fox .59
into it, but vibration caused several cracked cases. I got
Gene Hempel to machine a bearing housing support for me.
(Sadly, Gene passed away several years ago.) It’s an
aluminum ring with a flange turned on the back and an
internal groove to hold the rubber O-ring.
The first thing to do is to find an O-ring that is an easy
slip fit onto the front bearing housing of your Fox .59, then
turn the ring and groove to fit it. The O-ring is just standard
Buna-N and so far has lasted me three years since I started
using it. Here is a picture of the bearing support that I have
used.
The OD of the ring is 2.16 inches, and the OD of the
front of the support is 1.5 inches. The ID is 1.055 inches,
and the groove is cut to fit the O-ring. The total thickness of
the support is .233 and the flange is .083 thick.
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Once you have the basic unit turned on
the lathe, you can grind off the part of the
flange that you don’t need and leave only
the mounting lugs. For your Stuntwagon,
that should be easy, since it has a 2½-inch
diameter spinner. Mine was made to fit my
Big Job, which has a twoinch spinner, so the lugs
have to be quite small.
The mounting plate is a
1
/8-inch plywood former
glued into the nose with 440 bolts and blind nuts to
hold the support to it. I
used a Dremel tool and a
small tip to grind a groove
into the plywood behind the
support so I can slip a 1/16inch diameter wire hook
behind the support to pull it
off the bearing housing.
You don’t want the O-ring
to be a really tight fit, or
it’s very difficult to get the
support off the bearing
housing.
The installation method
is to first mount the engine
onto the engine mounts and
use the spinner to center it
on the nose. Tighten it
down completely, and then
slide the bearing support
into position and align it
with the mounting holes in
the former. Then tighten
down the bolts that hold the
support in place, thus
putting no load on the front
of the engine.
I always use socket head
bolts, washers, and lock
washers on my engine mounts
and bearing support mount and
have never had a bolt come loose
yet. This all sounds good, but in
practice I still got some vibration
in the landing gear and wheel
pants. This broke two cases on
my long nose Fox .59s.
Now I have put a short nose,
front intake Fox .59 into my
second Big Job and have used a
.090 thick aluminum landing
gear. This seems to have stopped
the vibration. All the Fox .59
engines that I’ve used have had
lapped pistons. Now I’m
preparing another front-intake
Fox .59 with a ringed aluminum
piston to hopefully reduce the
vibration even further. It will go
into another Old-Timer yet to be
determined and built … but it
may be another Big Job. SN

Right: This photo was taken at the Nats in 1998
before the finals day flying. Note the gray hair.
Below: Here’s Charlie on the runway at the
Nats in Lawrenceville IL in 1992. Note the hair
is still blonde. That was the year that Ted
Fancher told me him to, "Take that muffler off
and fly it like a man!"

Below: Here’s Charlie’s Stunt
Wagon flying at the VSC in 2000.

Bottom: This photo was taken at
VSC trip in 2003. That was
Charlie’s second visit to the
Tucson classic. By that time he
was running muffler pressure and
using a 13 x 6 Top Flite Power
Point prop cut off to 12 inch
diameter.
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Around Tom’s Shop
Let’s Build a Wing
As promised, most articles in this column will be about how I
build things. This one will be how I build one type of wing, the
“New Millennium Lincoln Log Wing.” This one will likely
take at least two parts (Maybe even three or four… - Ed.).
Future articles will deal with other wing building methods.
A little building philosophy
I love to build. There is nothing on earth as satisfying to me
as starting the day out with a few sheets of balsa and going to
bed with a fully framed-out wing.
It is a creative process that makes me look forward to the
next day, a reason to get up in the morning and hit the floor
running. I am fully aware that many of you detest building,
others of you just endure it as a necessary evil, and some of
you love it as I do.
That’s one of the great things about our hobby. There is
something for everyone. My “something” just happens to be
building. In my shop the wind never blows, the sun never gets
in my eyes, and the temperature is always comfortable. It is
heavenly.
One thing I’ve learned over the years is that the more you
hurry, the longer the project is going to take, and the worse the
results will be. Another lesson learned is to get each step right
as you go. Don’t have the “I’ll fix it later” attitude. Think about
the finish from the beginning and every step along the way.
The most important tool in your shop is the gram scale.
Weigh every piece of wood. Select the correct weight and grain
for each application. Air is lighter than wood. Use as little
wood as possible. Lots of little pieces make a structure stronger
and lighter than fewer bigger pieces.
There are about 20 different sections, parts, or pieces to an
airplane. Don’t box yourself in by thinking that you can only
work on one piece at a time. I say that because many of you
use CA glue just for that reason. I tried it once and sure didn’t
like what it did to my eyes, nose, and lungs.
While I was Editor of Stunt ews, I’d get about one letter
each year from someone whose life had been ruined by CA
glue. The stuff can be dangerous to some, expensive by
comparison to other types of glue, and can add unnecessary
weight with improper use. (Editor’s note: Many use and love
CA adhesives and experience no ill effects from their use. It is
a personal decision on which adhesives to use.)
I use three glues: Elmer’s Glue All, 30-minute epoxy, and
urethane. The urethane is for edge gluing 1/16-inch balsa sheets
that will go into water to be molded. It is very waterproof. The
30-minute epoxy is used on the ends of pushrods for securing
the outside thread wrappings, and on leadouts to secure the
wire wrappings.
The other 99.5% is Elmer’s Glue All, used full strength, in
dots about 1/4-inch to 3/8-inch apart, like rivets. It is
inexpensive, totally safe, very strong, and very light. And, it
dries fast enough. If you are working on two or three parts at a
time, you’ll never have to wait for glue to dry. If you don’t
have room to work on more than one piece at the time, then
God bless you.
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by Tom Morris

Okay, let’s build
I prefer building from plans. It is by far the least expensive
and most flexible way to build. Be aware that plans that are
copied can be as much as two percent smaller or larger than the
original. I use the plan as an outline and do the insides to suit my
way of building. Also be aware that most plans have errors. If
you check the length of the root rib side view with the wing top
view, more often than not they are different. So, I use the wing
top view for measuring rib lengths. On some plans the sides of
the fuselage have different curves. Always use one side and
mirror the other so they are identical curves.
The “New Milennium Lincoln Log” building method uses
three-piece leading and trailing edges held in jig blocks and 1/4inch wide rib strips, just like all 10,000 or so I-Beam wings ever
built. It saves a ton of balsa, is very fast, very accurate, very light,
and produces a wing that flies great. In fact, this Legacy wing
only took 44 inches of 3/32-inch x 4-inch wide balsa to make all
the ribs. That is just a little over one sheet of balsa. This wing
was completely built in three days working part time on it each
day.

1
So, the thing we need to do first is build a rib stripper. When I
build from plans, I use .015 thick frosted polycarbonate plastic as
template material. You just put it over the plan, score it with a
#11 blade, and pop it out. It saves your plan from destruction and
gives you a good template to draw on your wood. The first thing
I do is make a root rib template (Photo #1).

2

The shape and length of the root rib is then drawn on a
phenolic material (you could use aluminum or plywood) which

will be the rib cutting guide. It is cut out on a scroll saw and
sanded true to the template. The cutting guide is then used to cut
a 1/16-inch or 3/32-inch plywood stop which is glued to a 1/2-inch
plywood base. Next, 3/32-inch diameter mounting holes are
drilled in each end of the cutting guide, and it is mounted to the
base plate 1/4-inch away from the stop with short pieces of 3/32inch diameter music wire (Photo #2).

5

3

After you have cut four slices for the root rib, you cut off the
remaining balsa to the length of rib #2, and slice off four of those.
Continue on cutting four rib slices for each rib. In less than an
hour you’ll have all the rib slices cut (Photo #4 & 5).

Next, you cut a rectangular piece of 3/32 x 4-inch balsa the
exact length of the root rib. You cut the airfoil shape on the top of
the balsa using the cutting guide. Place the wood against the stop.
Replace the cutting guide back on its post, and slice away (Photo
#3). You’ll need four slices for each rib.

4

6

Tape the ribs together in sets with the trailing edges even.
Sand down the trailing edges to 3/32-inch height, as in the case of
this Legacy wing (Photo #6).

7
Now tape the sets together with the leading edges even. This is
to mark the spar location. Place the root rib over the plan and
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mark the spar location. Then place the tip rib over the plan and
mark the spar location. With a straight edge connect the marks.
Now you have the spar location marked on each rib (Photo #7).

11

8

The next step is to
make the spars. This wing
building method uses a
9
solid 1/8-inch “D” tube
spar. To determine the
height of the spar at the
root rib and at the tip rib, draw the root rib and tip rib on paper
using the actual rib strips, mark the spar location on each, and
measure the spar height at each (See photos #8, 9, & 10).

12

10
Cut the spars out of firm 1/8-inch balsa. Mark the rib locations
and notch the spar 3/32 x 1/4-inch at each rib location (Photo #11 &
12). I use a slotting tool made out of two pieces of hacksaw
blades.
The final pieces before assembling the frame are the threepiece leading and trailing edges. The leading edge has a 1/8 x 1/2inch center shelf with 1/4 x 15/32-inch outside pieces. I always use
some scrap pieces to adjust the saw fence so they will fit firmly
in the wing jig blocks (Photo #13).
The three pieces are glued and pinned together against a
straight edge (Photo #14). Once dry, mark the rib locations on the
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13

14

board (MDF). I use a wing building table made from 3/4-inch
MDF (Photo # 15).
All you need is a long straight edge for the TE and two shorter
straight edges for the LE. You hang the spar from the rib strips
and rest the rib strips on the center shelf of the LE and TE. Keep
adding ribs until they are all in place. I use 1/2 x 1/2 x 3-inch steel
building weights to stabilize the rib strips (Photo # 16). Put a
square against the spar to ensure it is vertical.
Turn the wing over and add the rib strips to the bottom (Photo #
17). Now it is time to add the trailing edge sheeting (Photo # 18).
Make sure the ribs are perpendicular to the trailing edge. I have
lines drawn on my building table which really help in alignment.
Glue the trailing edge sheeting to both sides.

leading edge (LE) and trailing edge (TE) pieces. Now the fun
begins! Tack-glue the LE and TE to the jig blocks. The jig blocks
are 1/2 x 2 x 3-inch plywood with centered notches into which the
LE and TE are inserted. I use six blocks on both the TE and LE.

15

17

16

You’ll never
have a warped
wing again
using this
method.
Assemble
the wing on a
flat surface. The
TE needs to be
against a
straight edge.
You can use
angle iron or
make some
wooden angle
irons out of 3/4inch medium
density fiber

That’s
plenty for
this time. In
my next
column
(May/June)
I’ll describe
how to make
and install
the landing
gear blocks
and get on
with
assembling
the wing. SN
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Finishing Foundations

by Mark Scarborough

In other words, what is your true goal?
to create a strong light,
pretty finish. Note that
nowhere in there do I
consider cost as one of my
“goals.”
When I select a product
or tool, I first select it with
an eye toward doing the
task it is intended to fulfill.
Once I choose an array of
possible solutions or
products, I will then select
from that list the tool or
product that meets the
goals and is the most cost
effective.
For example, I use a lot
of Nitrile gloves when
working on my planes.
The vast majority of those
are used when I am
sanding, gluing, or fitting
pieces together. The

Is your goal to achieve results in finishing like the ones depicted in the photo
above? Truly Jim Tichy’s (left) and Bill Werwage’s Ares models display
extreme knowledge of and ability to use finishing materials by these
outstanding craftsmen. You can do it too!

In the last issue I mentioned that I was going to write about
different materials used in finishing. After starting down that
path, I came to the conclusion that it would be more effective to
discuss a bit of my thought process and why I make the choices
that I do when applying a finish.
During my time in the Air Force, one of the most valuable
lessons I learned is that when trying to solve a problem, the
most critical step is to discern exactly what the problem is that
you are attempting to resolve. In other words, what is your true
goal?
When I set out to finish an airframe, my goals are as follows:
#1 Protect the fragile balsa airframe from abuse and damage; #2
Protect the airframe from chemical intrusion (fuel soaking and
moisture absorption); #3 Create an attractive, glossy, smooth
finish that is devoid of observable flaws, and do all this with
minimal weight gain.
It is important to keep in mind that we want our finish to be
durable and one that will not deteriorate with use. Our stunt
ships are subjected to a lot of use over the course of their lives.
It is important that our finish provide us with something
resistant to scuffs and weather exposure. So in short, our goal is
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A really good finish will also stand the test of time. Some finishes fade and
sink after only one season. Bill Werwage’s P-47 is nearly 20 years old, and it
still looks almost new. Proper preparation and proper choice of materials is
key to this kind of finish longevity.

Above: Two modelers from western New York
State certainly caused a stir at the 1969 Nats
with their gorgeous ships. That’s Dave
Gierke’s Novi IV in the foreground and Jim
Kostecky’s America (Talon variant) just
behind it. Note the fantastic use of color and
trim to accentuate the lines of the models.
Don Shultz photo.
Left: Bart Klapinski’s 1969 Nats-winning
Tempest is yet another example of
outstanding finish technique and
proper use of color. Note the sliding
canopy! Don Shultz photo.

purpose
of these is to keep
my hands clean and protect
them from casual exposure to CA,
epoxy, and from abrasion to my fingers when
sanding. For this purpose I buy inexpensive Nitrile gloves
from a discount tool house.
When I paint, my needs are different. I want to protect myself
from exposure to the paint products, which are much more
invasive. The solvents and catalysts used for painting make the
discount gloves a less attractive choice, so I buy more expensive
and durable gloves from the local paint supply store. I use the
same approach when choosing paint products, tools, and spray
guns. (As you read my choices, keep in mind that our goal is not
to save money. Our goal is to create a durable long lasting and
attractive finish.)
I am a strong believer in systems. By systems I refer to a
single manufacturer’s product line. You will seldom if ever see
me using thinner or reducer from one system in another system.
When I reduce my paint materials to spray, I will always use the
reducer specified for the brand and type of system I am spraying.

I know there are
those who use
inexpensive
thinner from a
big box
hardware store
to thin their
paints. This can
lead to myriad
obvious and less
obvious
problems. I
won’t go into
detail at this
point but reserve
that discussion
for a later date.
I will,
however, use
cheaper discount
thinners to clean
spray guns and
equipment, but
never to spray
my finish. Think
of it this way: If
you are flying
on Top 20 day at
the Nats, would
you show up on
the flightline
with a stunt
trainer, or would
you rather have
a contemporary
stunt tool like an
Impact,
ThunderGazer,
or other modern
plane? Why
would you
willingly choose
to handicap

yourself with less than optimal tools?
Having said that, I do understand that some modelers use
methods and materials that I wouldn’t recommend. It works for
them and that’s fine. I appreciate the success they achieve with
what they use. I have had enough issues when I do everything by
the book; I don’t need to borrow trouble.
So what say we start at the beginning? One of the single most
important steps in finishing is starting. To put a nice finish on an
inferior substrate is a battle in futility. One of my favorite
thoughts—which I unashamedly stole from Robert Storick—is,
“The finish starts with the first cut.” Apologies if I misquoted
Sparky, but you get the point. Building a good straight airframe is
an important key to getting that nice finish. Remember, one of
our goals is to keep the weight down.
Filler used to make repairs always weighs more than the wood
does. Take time to fit and align all the parts carefully before
gluing. Another point of concern when using filler is that
typically filler materials are harder than balsa. This causes a
problem when sanding in that the balsa around the filler will sand
faster than the filler and it leaves the filler higher than the
surrounding airframe. It probably goes without saying that great
care should be taken in handling the bare wood and uncovered
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Here’s a closer look at Jim Kostecky’s America. Jim is no longer with us, but his impact on model design, finishing, and graphic trim design remain and continue
to inspire. Jim was an art teacher, and it’s obvious that he had a knack for fine detailing. Don Shultz photo.

airframe to prevent gouges, dents, and dings. In short, sand out
the flaws instead of filling them in. Of course, there are
exceptions to this; it’s pretty hard to sand out a 1/16-inch deep
gouge in a 1/8-inch sheet of balsa!
Since I already strayed from my intended path, how about I
throw in some general guidelines for working with materials to
finish this off?
Air dry materials shrink, period! End of story… it’s an
irrefutable fact. This shrinkage is a benefit in some areas and a
curse in others. When you’re shrinking over open bays it’s the hot
setup, but over sheeted areas it’s not so helpful.
The primary air dry material we work with is lacquer. I think it
is important to have a good understanding of some issues
inherent in lacquer before I get into the specifics of paint
materials. When you spray lacquer on a surface, it has to flow
out, then dry. Every coat you spray takes longer to dry than the
previous coat. This is due to a property of the material. The
solvent (thinner) which remains in the lacquer lying on the
surface must work its way out of the wet layer.
In most cases, the surface of the fresh coat will flash off,
closing off the thinner’s exit path to outside air. The remaining
thinner will work through the previous layers, softening them
slightly before finally working its way back out through the
surface. The easiest way to visualize this is to realize that once
the surface skins over, the molecules of solvent will evenly
disperse themselves into the underlying coats of finish before
finally finding their way back to the surface to escape. In some
cases the thinner will escape to the interior of the structure as
well. One of the major consequences of this property is that each
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coat takes some longer period to flash than the last coat.
Typically, flash and dry times are stated based upon 65
degrees F and 50% humidity. This is the baseline, and, as far as I
can find, it is fairly typical of all paint manufactures when talking
about their products.
It is common practice when painting to keep in mind the Rule
of 15s. This guideline simply states that for any change in
temperature or humidity of 15 units, the dry time will either
double, or halve. So if it is 75 degrees and 50% humidity, your
applied coating will dry in half the time. If it is 50 degrees, or 15
degrees colder than standard, it will take double the dry time.
When the humidity is 15% higher, it will double the dry time as
well.
It should be noted that we are talking about dry times, and that
with air dry products this will often not affect the flash time.
What this ends up doing is trapping solvent and moisture inside
the applied coat, and is often evidenced as blushing, or displaying
a white hazy appearance to the clear. I will get into that more in
depth later.
I think it would be pertinent at this point to close with a few
terms so we are all on the same page during discussions.
Flash time: This is the time it takes for a fresh coat of material to
become tack free. In other words, dust will no longer stick to the
surface. This is not the same as dry time.
Recoat time: This is the window of time when recoating will
maximize adhesion, but minimize impact on stability of the
undercoats. This is very critical when dealing with catalyzed
products.

Right: It’s obvious that Bill Simons had Jim Kostecky’s America in mind
when he created the paint scheme for his original Yank. He did,
however add a lot of his own touches to the model that enhanced its
overall design. That’s Gerry Phelps’ Patriot just behind Bill’s Yank;
another absolutely gorgeous model… Don Shultz photo.
Below: Joe Adamusko reprised Bob Gialdini’s Olympic Mk VI and
added just a few graphic touches that Bob didn’t use. A
classic design with a classic paint scheme…
Bob Hunt photo.

Dry
time: This
would be the time for a
finish coat to dry to a stable, nonmarking surface. When masking, this would
be the minimum dry time before tape will leave “tracks” on the
surface. When you are sanding, it would be when the finish will
resist clogging the paper.
Tape tracks: Tape tracking is when you put tape on the surface
to mask, and when you lift the tape, it leaves a texture or mark on
the surface because the finish was not stable enough.
Filler: Filler is any material used to fill in low areas in
preparation for finishing. Some common ones are primers, spot
putty, and lightweight spackling compound. Most commonly,
when I talk about filler materials, I am referring to something that
is of a paste consistency when applied as opposed to being
sprayed, like a primer.
Primer: Primer is a liquid form of filler material. It’s typically
used to fill surface texture; it’s not used for filling visible surface
depressions or damage.
Flow out: Typically, this term is used to address the self-leveling
properties of a properly applied finish coat, with the goal being to
stay liquid enough for the texture, either brush strokes or orange
peel, to level out.
Orange Peel: This metaphor refers to a surface texture which
resembles the skin of an orange, normally the result of a spray
operation where the material is applied too dry, using too fast a
reducer, or not enough reducer. It is also very common when the
spray gun is not atomizing properly.
Atomizing: This refers to the operation of a spray gun to break
the liquid material into small droplets and evenly spread them
across the surface being painted. Good quality guns do this
effortlessly due to precise machining and design.
Thinner: Thinner is a type of reducer, normally used with air-dry
products only.
Reducer: Reducer is used to alter the viscosity of a product for
application. Typically, reducer is available in different formulas

for varied temperature conditions. A
slow reducer is used for hot
temperatures. A hot or fast reducer is
for low temperatures. It is important to
realize that reducers are not just
“stuff.” They are a specifically
engineered combination of products.
It helps to understand that
there are three functions of a
reducer, at least when referring to a
paint application. There is a
component that lowers the viscosity
enough to allow the paint to flow through the spray
gun and atomize. There is another component which allows
the material to stay liquid enough to flow out on the surface. And
yet another which helps keep the surface open long enough for
adequate solvent evaporation before the surface closes off.
Well , I think I will leave it here. This seems to be a good
point to exit until the next issue. In the meantime, keep your guns
clean and get friendly with your sandpaper. SN

Brett Buck prepares to launch Jim Aron’s Systrema. This model received a
perfect 20 point appearance score at the 2010 Nats. It also received the
Concours award that is voted on by the pilots. It certainly demonstrates that
Jim is an absolute master at paint application and graphic trim design.
Here’s an interesting note: The above photo of the model was taken after it
had been totally demolished and then rebuilt and refinished! Jim Aron photo.
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Competition

by Derek Barry

I have been flying for more than 20 years and I still
learn new tricks all the time
I get asked all the
time, “What can I
do to make my
pattern better?” Or
sometimes, “Will
you watch me fly
and give me some
pointers?”
I am always
happy to help, and
I try to make a
point of watching a
couple flights by
whoever is asking.
I can get a much
better idea of their
repeated mistakes
as compared to the
random stuff we all
do in every flight,
like bobbles or an
occasional low
pullout.
There are
always a few
things that
someone can do to
help his or her
pattern, and
When a model is properly trimmed it just appears to fly better. Here is Derek’s Nats ship from last year, and it is obviously in perfect
depending on what
level flight trim. It did pretty well through maneuvers, too!
skill level the pilot
is at, the advice
start is at the high point in the airfoil of your wing. If you balance
could be very different. For example, I would not tell a beginner
pilot to worry so much about five-foot bottoms and sharp corners; the plane at the high point, it may need to be adjusted later but
the plane will be flyable.
I would probably be working on shape and body position. The
If your plane balances somewhere around the leading edge of
more advanced flier would get advice concerning intersections,
the wing, you will not be able turn it and you could potentially
shape, and consistency.
crash if you try to do maneuvers. If the plane balances too far
Despite all of that, I feel that the most common problem I see
is not with the pilot, but with the airplane. Poorly trimmed planes behind the high point of the airfoil, it will be so sensitive that
when you take off you will risk doing a loop into the person
and bad motor runs seem to be the biggest thing preventing
giving you a launch.
beginner and intermediate pilots from progressing.
You will almost always need tip weight; this will keep the
I hear people say that “I am just a hack; I just can’t get any
plane on the end of the lines. I think starting out a little on the
better.” I do not believe this to be entirely true. Having a poorly
tip-heavy side is better than having no tip weight at all. Without
trimmed airplane can make flying simple maneuvers an extreme
tip weight level flight may seem okay, but as soon as you try to
challenge. There are some designs that are better than others, but
start doing tricks, things are going to go south quick.
I think most of the planes that I see flying are good enough to do
If you are using adjustable leadouts—and you should be—
a reasonable pattern. (I see no need to address airplane choice at
you should be able to hang the plane by the leadouts and the
this time. We will save that for another article.)
nose should be pointed down 1 to 2 degrees. This is just another
Let’s start with some bench trimming. The first thing to check
step in making the plane safe for the first flight. I hate to see
would be balance. This needs to be checked with the plane in a
ready-to-fly state. This means you need to have the prop, spinner, someone crash on the maiden flight, and a lot of times when
they do, in both control line and RC it is because the plane is
muffler, tank or battery, and wheels installed, since all of these
untrimmed or poorly trimmed. A well-trimmed model is much
things change the CG (center of gravity) of your plane.
easier to fly, so there is less risk of crash and a much better
The correct CG for any plane should be easy to find on the
chance for success. You should never show up to a field with a
plans, but if you have built your own design, the best place to
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Now that you have the basics of bench trimming, you can be
confident that the first flight on a new plane will be a success.
When you start flying the plane, you will probably notice
(unless you are extremely lucky) that there are other trim
adjustments that need to be made. I could probably write a book
on trimming and still not cover it all; I have been flying for
more than 20 years and I still learn new tricks all the time.
Here are a few simple things to look for when trimming a
plane. Are the wings level? If the outboard wing is up when you
fly one direction and down when you fly the other (right side up
and inverted), you need to make a trim tab adjustment. If you
do not have a trim tab, a flap tweak or the addition of a trim tab
will do the trick. If the wing is up right-side up and down
inverted, you need to adjust the tab or tweak the outboard flap
up. This will push the wing down. If it is the other way around,
do the opposite.
If the outboard wing is down both ways you have too much

Above: When bench trimming your next ship, suspend it as shown
from the leadouts and note the angle at which it hangs. It should be
a one to two degree angle.
Right: Another bench trimming item is to check the design center of
gravity or CG. It is usually best to be just slightly nose heavy for the
first flight if you are not absolutely sure of the required CG location.
In subsequent flights you can move the CG aft if needed.

new plane that is so out of bench trim that it is unflyable.
The next step is the motor/engine setup. With an unreliable
engine you are guaranteed to fail. Inevitably, it will quit at the
worst time, usually about a half second after you turn the nose
up into a wingover. First you will need to find an engine that
will be reliable. There are many choices and most of them will
get the job done. Something as simple as a Fox .35 can be a
good engine if it is treated right and run in the proper manner.
Always use good fuel and remember, the more you filter it the
better it will be.
The engine is only part of the equation, though; a good tank
and good fuel line is a must. I always use a fuel filter when I set
up my airplanes, and I also filter it before it goes into the tank
before I fly. This will prevent trash from getting to the engine,
which is very important for reliable engine runs.
Leaks, pinched fuel tubing, and trash in the tank are all
enemies of a good engine run. Now that electrics are becoming
more and more popular and the price of some setups is getting
very reasonable, I think more people will start using them. I
think that this will help a lot of people who are having a hard
time getting good engine runs. If you are not worried about the
motor/engine, you can put more focus into flying the airplane
and improving your pattern.

tip weight, and if it is up both ways you do not have enough.
These are things that you will need a helper standing outside the
circle to see. It is always good to have someone there on the
maiden flight of any airplane. I know that it is not always
possible for those who fly alone, but it is certainly preferred.
When you start changing tip weight you will also need to
adjust the leadout position. The rule of thumb here (assuming
you are in the ballpark to start with) is as you add tip weight
you will need to move the leadouts forward in small increments,
and if you take tip weight out you will need to move them back.
This will prevent yawing in the corners. It is really just a
balancing act between tip weight and leadout position. When
you find that “magic spot,” you will probably never have to
change the leadout position again.
Those are just a few basic tips to help get you off the ground
safely. Hopefully, this will help you improve your ability to do
the pattern and allow you to have more fun doing it. There is
almost nothing more rewarding than reaching a new goal,
whether it be winning a contest or learning a new maneuver.
My good friend, PAMPA District IV Director and Expert
pilot, Steve Fitton, has a few things to add. Steve and I spend an
enormous (or so my wife says) amount of time on the phone
talking about all things stunt. He and I have had many
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Above: Note the vertically adjustable fuel tank mount in this
photo. You can easily fine tune the engine run upright versus
inverted using this adjustment and a stop watch to time the
laps. Note also the fuel filter in the feed line. Clean fuel is a
must!
Right: And, lastly, be sure that you have the appropriate
amount of tip weight attached to, or installed in, the model. All
of the adjustments for trimming will come into play to make
your model easier to fly!

conversations about trimming, engine runs, paint
techniques, and just about anything else to do
with control line flying. I know that we have both
benefitted from hearing each other’s thoughts and
opinions on different things. Steve and I are both
currently trying to get our sons involved in stunt.
Steve made an interesting discovery while
watching his son struggle with his first few flights…
“Hi, there. It’s Steve Fitton here. Derek was kind enough to
lend me a bit of space to write something about competition that
we thought was better spelled out here versus being buried in
my District IV column. If you’re an Expert flier, you can skip
over my part and move on, but if you are a Beginner,
Intermediate, or even Advanced contest flier, take a gander at
what I have to say here. For the Beginner and Intermediate (I’m
going to call them ‘newbie’ pilots just for the sake of saving
space, even though many are grizzled greybeards) pilots
especially, what I have here is a simple way not just to fly better
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at a contest, but to make your plane much easier to fly in
general, and probably get crashed much less, as well!
“I haven’t been flying stunt forever like a lot of people, but
I’ve been doing it long enough to have formed some general
opinions from watching lots of people fly the pattern. Time and
time again I hear a newbie pilot say, ‘You guys are so good; I’m
trying but I’m just not very good yet. I need to burn another
hundred or so gallons of fuel.’
“One of my beliefs is that pretty much everybody who can fly
a pattern has a pretty good idea of how the pattern should look.
That is to say that other than things like overall size that are
hard to judge from inside the circle, most pilots, even rookies,

“get” what maneuvers are supposed to look like and where the
plane is supposed to be throughout each maneuver.
“Another one of my core beliefs is that if newer pilots
understand the pattern, it is also equally true that their plane is
incapable of flying the pattern as they visualize it to be. This is
pretty straightforward. The pilot is willing, but the plane is
weak, so to speak. The newbie understands that his plane is not
executing the pattern as visualized, but does not have clue one
about how to fix it.
“What I want to talk about here is simple and quick, and I
know of dozens of pilots here on the East Coast that would
benefit from this advice and be able to move one step closer to
having their plane actually execute what their mind is calling
for.
“It’s called getting your handle neutral set correctly. Hold on,
before you chuck your copy of S into the corner; just listen a
bit and think. Many times I have tried to help new guys with

Derek sent along this photo of the installation of a Tom Morris bellcrank in one
of his stunt models. The ball-link allows for absolutely free movement with no
binding. Note that the bellcrank is suspended on a 1/8-inch diameter wire post,
allowing for mount both above and below the bellcrank. Details make the
difference as Matt Neumann might say!

their planes and patterns. Many times I have watched
innumerable newbie pilots flying at ten or twelve feet in all
level laps. Many, many times I have suggested that flying at
five feet, or somewhere close to five feet, will help pretty much
‘every maneuver’ in the pattern.
“I’ve tried to explain just how much harder it is for a plane
to make maneuvers when the maneuver starts at ten or twelve
feet instead of five and progressively tightens up, how much
easier it is to fly maneuvers when you make use of all the sky
you are given by the rulebook. I have coached around the ‘I’m
scared of the ground!’ response by just suggesting that a newbie
try to fly his level laps at five feet, just to get a feel for where
five feet is, and then do the maneuvers at ten or twelve feet for
that ‘comfort’ level.
“After watching many people who just couldn’t force
themselves to fly at five feet, or who seemed to grasp it in
practice but instantly went to ten feet or higher when the judges
were watching, I began to figure out what was going on.
Confirmation occurred while watching so many of these same
newbie pilots nearly scrape the vertical fin off on the wingover

pullout or the outside loops or squares, or the plane sag to knee
level on the inverted laps anytime a slight puff of wind upset it.
“It was obvious that none of these pilots had a chance of
flying any reasonable pattern because their handle stetting
made it impossible. The handle neutral was so far off that the
plane automatically homed in on ten feet in level flight without
constant input by the pilot to correct it! It’s critical to
understand that trimming the airplane /handle system to fly at
five feet in level flight is not a “preference;” it’s a requirement!
This means that when the handle is being held straight up and
down and the plane is in level flight, the plane wants to stay
exactly at five feet!
“Think about it for a minute. What I’m saying is that, with
your handle held perfectly vertical (and if you fly with your
wrist canted forward or back, or use a ‘pistol grip’ handle, you
might consider changing to the conventional straight up and
down grip [watch the top Nats guys]), it should take little to no
effort for the plane to remain exactly where you put it, at five
feet. In fact, one of the tricks I use myself is to shut my eyes for
a few seconds in level flight. If the handle pitch trim is right,
the airplane will be right where I left it when I first closed my
eyes. If it has moved up or down, and repeats the off-course
wandering when tried again, I know that I have a handle neutral
adjustment to make.
“Do not be getting agitated about ‘feel’ or ‘un-equal turn’ at
this time. What you are doing is setting a baseline that is much
more mathematical than perceived. The equation is simple:
handle is straight up and down; plane is at five feet and does not
require any stick pressure up or down to stay there.
“When the newbie sets up his handle neutral this way,
suddenly he has a plane that wants to fly at five feet, instead of
being forced there. That way, when the wind blows or contest
nerves kick in, the plane is actively trying to help you, the pilot.
It knows where it should be! Now maneuvers automatically
start at five feet, meaning they much more often finish at five
feet.
“The problem was never you, the newbie pilot. You know
how to fly. It’s just your plane was trimmed to fly at twelve feet
in upright level flight, and negative one foot when inverted! If
the turn feels ‘un-equal’ after setting the handle neutral
correctly, it’s most likely because you had adapted to having
‘way too much up’ in your handle system and ‘almost no down’
the other way.
Now, you will be able to let the plane drive down toward five
foot bottoms without the almost automatic tightening up and
fifteen foot bottoms on insides, and the ‘panic pullouts’ on
outsides where you were standing on the down control and
praying it would make it!
“It will be a revelation that Stunt is not supposed to be
impossible. Stunt is about making the impossible easy. Correctly
setting your handle neutral is the first step in figuring out all the
many elements of trim on a stunt plane, a subject that has many
articles dedicated to it and will have many more dedicated to it
in the future. But for now, just think about what I have said
here. Make your airplane work for you, not the other way
around! It’s simple; you can try it at home. All it requires is that
you tinker with your handle neutral, and… it’s guaranteed to
work!”
Thank you Steve for that great advice. I could not agree
more. Well, guys and gals, I hope this will help you move up
the stunt ladder.
Till next time, Keep Flyin! SN
—Derek
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E-Stunt

What size motor and battery do you use?
One of the questions I get asked is how do I go about knowing
what size motor and battery to use in a particular airplane. In this
installment of E-Stunt I’ll explain what I do. Several years ago,
after reading all the forums and info on electrics in stunt, I put
together a spreadsheet program that will help determine those
things.
I am an engineer at heart, and I like data and like to organize it
so it can be useful. The spreadsheet program is Windows Excel.
I’ll outline the steps I take to determine what will work. I’ll use
this year’s airplane as an example.
The first thing I do is open the spreadsheet and give it a name,
such as 2012 Thundervolt. Then I click on “Save as” and save it
as “2012 Thundervolt” in my folder that I created and named
“2012 Thundervolt.” The reason you use “Save as” instead of just
“save” is you don’t want to use your seed spreadsheet for a
model, though it is no big deal if you do. After opening and
naming the spreadsheet, the next step is to determine the finished
weight of the model. In this case it is 50 ounces. I then put this
number in the column for “Weight (oz.).”
The next step is the “Watts Per Pound 112=.7w/oz.” Reading
the forums, and what Dean Pappas has to say, it looks like .7
watts per oz. of airplane weight is what is needed for a full
pattern. This equals to about 112 for our spreadsheet. In reality I
usually put in a starting number of 115 and go from there. In this
case I used 125 to be sure I had enough power figured in. The
spreadsheet will then calculate the total watts used for the flight,
or 391 watts for this model.
I also have included columns from 3S to 6S batteries. The

Here is the spreadsheet that I used for my 2012 Thundervolt.
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by Crist Rigotti

only item you want to change is in the “Flying time” (Minutes)
row. In this case I used 5.3 minutes (5 minutes 20 seconds). This
is typically all the time I need to fly the pattern. This time is the
time the motor spools up to the desired RPM and is ready to
launch and the time you get the warning “burp.”
You can try changing the time to see how it affects the other
numbers. While you’re at it, you can change the “Watts per
Pound” setting or the “Weight” setting and see how it is all
interrelated. In this case the spreadsheet has returned the
following numbers for my airplane:
Weight – 50 ounces
Watts per Pound – 125
Total Watts – 391
Average Current – depends on how many cells you want to use.
Most use 3 to 4 with some using 5 or 6. I’m using a 5S battery –
21.1 amps
MA (milliamps used for the flight) – For a 5S battery is 1865mA
Battery Capacity – this calculates using 80% of the battery
during flight and adds the extra 20%. For my 5S it is 2331ma
battery. In reality I use a 5S 2700mAh battery. Plenty of
“overhead.”
Take a few minutes to plug in different values and see what
the effect is. What I try to see is what size battery I will need and
what the “standard” mAh capacity there is for the number of cells
I wish to use. Of course, you want to be sure your battery is a
little larger than what you’ll need so you’ll have good
performance throughout
its life.
I use Castle
Creations Phoenix 45 or
the ICE Lite 50 ESC’s.
Noting the example, the
average amps is 21.1.
After data logging many
flights, I would double
the average amps and
that would be the size of
the ESC to use.
The next section of
the spread sheet is used
for determining the
weight of the propulsion
system and what is left
for the airframe. I
decided on using a
Scorpion 3020-720
motor. How I determined
that was I usually take
the “Total Watts” from
above—this case is
391—and multiply it by
1.5. Hence a 600 watt
motor.
Be careful when
sizing motors this way,
because some

manufacturers may be overly optimistic in their ratings and you’ll
end up burning out the motor. The Scorpions that I use are rated
a bit conservatively, so I know I’m good here. Perhaps this is
where experience comes into play. I just plug in the numbers so
I’ll have them and the weight should be in ounces and not grams.
Pick your battery, ESC, timer, prop, and I add a little for misc.
The spreadsheet returns the total weight of the propulsion system.
In this case its 20.3 ounces.
From the top there are columns that display “Target weight,”
“E-Power,” and “Airframe.” These values are automatically filled
in from the values elsewhere in the spreadsheet. Now you have a
target for the airframe. Of course, this is the finished airframe.
The next section down will help you determine what KV the
motor needs to be. Most people are running the APC pusher
props and the RPMs are usually in the mid-9,000 range. I usually

like to figure a little higher than that, though. The APC 12x6 is
usually run at about 8,500 RPM.
This calculation takes the motor’s KV and multiplies it by the
average battery voltage for the flight to find the max RPM and
then takes 75% of that so you’ll have some overhead. You can
use a KV that will provide more or less than the 25% within
reason.
I would suggest 5% either way. You’ll plug in the values for
the motor’s KV and the battery voltage taken from the first part
of the spreadsheet. I’ve included examples of each battery
voltage and the motor KV needed to run an RPM about 10,000.
I hope this helps you for your next model, and if anything, it
will give you an idea how everything interacts with everything
else. The spreadsheet program can be downloaded via the
PAMPA website under the “Resources” tab. SN

Most of my electric stunters have the motors front mounted and rear supported. Building a rear support doesn’t take too long and I
feel that the time is well worth it. I’m including three photos of how I’ve rear supported the motors over the last several years. I feel
that the rear support is a good idea in that the power train has an additional bearing for support and that extra support is good for
the entire airframe including the motor and propeller. I usually get my bearings from RC-Bearings (rcbearings.com). I use the
5x10x4mm flange bearings. They cost about $2.10 each.

Above: This is the rear support that I’m using in
this year’s full fuselage stunter. It uses a flanged
bearing J-B Welded to a piece of 1/16-inch thick
fiberglass board. The two mounting holes are
drilled slightly oversize to allow the bearing to be
aligned with the shaft of the motor. One nice
feature of the Scorpion motors is that they have
the shaft sticking out from both ends which
makes installing a rear support very easy.
Above right: This is from my Resolve profile
stunter that I’ve been flying for several years.
Both the front and rear support is very similar to
the rear support on the Protroma.
Right: This is the rear support I used on my
Protroma profile. The front mount is a piece of
3
/32 2024-T3 aluminum J-B Welded into some
slots in the hardwood bearers with a rear
support made from 1/16 2024-T3 aluminum with
servo screws.
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Next Generation

TJ Weedman’s Story

by Matt Colan

For this issue, I asked TJ Weedman of Florida about how he got
into the world of Control Line Stunt. I have never met TJ but have
communicated with him on Facebook, and I was hoping to meet
him at the Team Trials. However, life got in the way of his making
the trip up to Muncie. Here is this young man’s tale:
“For me model airplanes were the last thing I ever thought I
would be doing. My dad and I were never close by any means. I
lived with my grandparents, and throughout my childhood I never
got to spend time with my dad. Birthdays, Christmas, and
Thanksgiving were the only times I saw him.
“The occasional short phone conversations happened a few
times a year. But I always wanted to be closer to my dad and to
make him proud. I knew he did something with some sort of model
plane, but never did I know the extent of his craft. He
got me started just four years ago. Out of the blue he
gave me a phone call and asked if I wanted to learn
to fly. I didn’t know what he was talking about,
whether it was safe or not, or if it would be difficult.
TJ built a ST 60-powered Strega with the
I just said yes because I really wanted to see him.
help of his family. It weighs roughly 75
“That first time he took me I was very nervous
ounces.
because he would not go first so I could see how
these things worked. He just told me, ‘Pull the
handle up and the plane will go up. Push the handle
down and that won’t be good at all.’
“So naturally, the first flight didn’t have the
Above: TJ placed 3rd at
prettiest take off, level flight, or landing. Dad held
the 2012 King Orange
onto the handle the whole time, which was easy for
International. That’s a
him because I’m left-handed and he is right-handed.
good achievement for
such a large contest.
I was very happy to see the plane on the ground in
one piece. But having ‘Weedman’ blood, I loved the
smell of the nitro, castor mix burning and I loved to
hear the engine roar (don’t ever ask me to fly an
Right: TJ’s family has
electric because it will be crashed if I can’t hear it).
been instrumental in
“The plane was a club plane. It was a Banshee
giving him help to learn
with an old Fox .35, I do believe. I was sad to learn
how to fly stunt and are
the next week another guy, who was being taught to
great cheerleaders for
fly, crashed it to the point of no return. But most of
him.
all, the experience with my dad made me happy.
“Almost every day we went flying or I went over
to his house to build or just to chill and watch
NASCAR. It was probably one of the happiest times of my life, not system in it, got my name on it, my numbers, and put a brand new
Brodak .40 in it.
just flying the airplanes, but being able to have a father.
“For months we could never get the tank to stop leaking no
“As that first year went on, I steadily learned how to take off,
fly somewhat level, and land under my own power, and I could see matter how much we fixed it. By the time we got it completely
Dad in the corner of my eye smiling at the progress we had made. I running well, I could do the basic flight pattern. I was very much
still a novice, but I still competed in Basic at Alabama,
guess he’s really happy I’m flying with him because he used to fly
Huntersville, and the King Orange, for which dad is the Contest
with my grandfather. I call him Papa Jack.
Director. Being the son of a very good flier, I had a lot of pressure
“My grandfather has not flown since my dad was a little boy.
to fill his shoes. He would always tell everyone of how well I was
He and his brother built a semi-scale P2-V Neptune control line
bomber with twin McCoy Read-Head 40s. It crashed on its maiden progressing, and everyone would watch me because, as I soon
found out, there aren’t any kids my age that have enough brains to
flight due to the control system coming out of it, and since then
be doing what we are doing.
Grandpa has been afraid of the handle. But Grandpa still builds.
“One day while I was practicing loops, the wind caught my
Me, him, and my dad all get together and build stunt war birds
Vector and took it inverted. I lost sight of it and I gave it full ‘up,’
because what Papa Jack really loves is “real” airplanes.
which was ‘down’ inverted, and my Vector slammed into the
“Something happened to prevent me from passing on, my fear
of the ground and crashing an airplane. Dad had bought me a brand concrete. The plane was totaled but surprisingly the motor was
fine. I felt so awful about my dad’s money and work into the plane
new ARF Vector for my birthday. He put a brand new control
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I couldn’t handle the pressure, so for a whole year I stopped flying.
I didn’t want to go through that feeling of disappointing my dad
ever again.
“I know he really wasn’t disappointed, but I thought he was, so
I stopped flying control line. Then one strange day I went to call
my girlfriend and I accidently called my dad. He answered all
excited and asked if I wanted to fly again. ‘Of course,’ I said.
‘Sure, I’ll try it again.’ That first flight at the field made my nerves
go haywire. My heart raced the whole time, but I did my basic
pattern without crashing.
“Dad took me to the Alabama contest where he won Advanced,
and I won Basic because nobody else flew in it. So Dad
encouraged me to enter Beginner. The only other person who
entered Beginner was Mike Griffith. All the two of us could do
were the three loops in a row and that was it. Mike tried to do an
eight and didn’t do it correctly, but he got points for attempting the
maneuver and beat me.
“After that I was done trying to fly just around in circles and
being embarrassed to fly in front of everyone because I couldn’t do
anything but loops and wingovers, so I kept practicing.
“The next contest was Huntersville where Watt Moore’s
granddaughter beat me in Beginner because I crashed doing my
outside loops which I had never done before. I could fly inverted,
though, with no problem. Being left-handed, I was able to
accomplish inverted flight in just one attempt at trying it. I’m sure
everyone’s laughing now, but I felt bad about losing to a girl.
(Don’t think you are alone with that thought, TJ. I spent several
years losing to one Miss Dawn Cosmillo! – Ed.) I couldn’t stand it!
So I practiced some more. Dad won the Advanced ‘Ringo’ trophy
and I was happy to pit for him, and everyone kept encouraging me,
saying that I would fly like him someday.
“The next contest was our own: The King Orange
Internationals. Dad had just moved up to Expert and I knew the
entire Beginner pattern. This was the first contest we had at our
new flying site in St. Augustine. There were a ton of people there,
but I won Beginner in a field of seven guys. However, that wasn’t
good enough for me. Less than two weeks after the K.O.I. I learned
the PAMPA Stunt pattern.
“The next contest was the spring Huntersville’s meet. I entered
Intermediate and I placed second by just a few points. I think there
were 16 other guys entered in Intermediate. I was on a roll. I
gained confidence and so did my dad. He was getting better at the
Expert class, and I could see he was proud of me. Instead of being
afraid of it, I embraced it and it felt great to be his son.
“We kept practicing and he was letting me fly his big Time
Machine 60 with a PA .65 R.E. in it. The first time I flew it, it was
like a dream. Gene Martine came down from Jacksonville that
summer to work with me, because Dad wanted to take me to the
Team Trials to try out for the Junior’s spot on the USA FAI F2B
team. I was getting better and better. My dad and I were invited to
a stunt clinic with Derek Barry, Gene Martine, Randy Smith, Bill
Rich, and a few others. On the first flight I went to loop the Time
Machine to cut off the engine to save pattern time, the lines went
slack. It shut off, and it crashed.
“Dad was so torn because that was Robby Grubber’s backup
World’s plane and the foam wing was busted. However, we had a
backup plane and I pushed on through the weekend with the
backup plane, but we had problems. I started flying my little junky
yellow Twister again because we had no more full-size ships to fly,
and I kept up my practicing for the Team Trials.
“But the worst event happened. We lost our premiere flying site
in St. Augustine. With no practice field, it was difficult to keep up
our precision. Plans were still made to go to the Team Trials, but
again another stroke of bad luck hit, and due to my dad’s job, I
couldn’t go to the Trials. We were both really bummed. We both

had not practiced nor did any trimming with our planes as we
entered the fall Alabama contest again. I flew Intermediate and dad
flew Expert. He placed second and I took first place in my division
for the second time.
“A few weeks later, and still without practice and a place to fly,
we went to Huntersville where my dad had won the ‘Ringo’ trophy.
This would be my first time ever entering Advanced. Dad had
problems the whole time with motor runs, but I was one point
away from winning Advanced my first time ever flying in it! I was
very upset because I wanted to have my name right behind Dad’s
on the ‘Ringo’ trophy. I’ll get it sometime, I hope.
“We both still not have practiced since September, going into
the KOI. My dad was diagnosed with Bell’s Palsy and did not fly. I
entered Advanced again while I was frantically pit bossing the
contest and making sure everything ran smoothly. I pulled off a
third place finish.
“Dad was proud but still disappointed, knowing had we had our
field on which to practice, I would have probably won hands down.
As for me, I’m not concerned about winning or getting a title of
any sort. I simply enjoy the hobby and love to use my
craftsmanship in something fun and productive.
“Most of all I love to spend time flying and building with my
dad, uncle, and grandpa, and I’m glad I get to do something with
them all. Everyone has helped me and encouraged me greatly. I
will continue to keep at this hobby as long as I’m living on this
good earth.”
Thanks, TJ. That’s a great story!
Real life gets in the way
Last issue I wrote about the FAI Team Trials and my making the
Junior spot on the World Team to go to Bulgaria next year for the
World Championships. The plan was for me to go to Freshman
Orientation at college, attend the first day or two of college, and
then fly back to my house, and then fly to Europe to compete at the
Worlds.
I received an email from Bill Lee stating that his Bulgarian
contact told him that the World Championships would not be held
in Primorsko, Bulgaria, and that there might be a date change back
to the traditional end of July dates. I was thrilled at that notion
because I wouldn’t have to miss almost two weeks of my college
education to attend the World Championships.
Eventually, Bill learned of the new dates and informed the team.
The dates for the World Championships became August 25thSeptember 1st. The problem with these dates is that Freshman
Orientation traditionally occurs during those days, and that isn’t
something I can miss.
After much deliberation, it was determined in the best interest
of my future and beginning a new lifestyle, that I would not attend
the Worlds. It would be extremely hard for me to skip out on the
first two weeks of starting a new chapter in my life, and I would
also be two or three weeks behind everybody else at college; it
would be even harder to adjust myself.
I would like to thank everybody who made donations to what
was going to be the trip to Bulgaria. I would also like to thank Jose
Modesto for helping get me to the Team Trials. And lastly, but
certainly not least, I wish to express gratitude to my grandfather,
Don Herdman, for driving with me to Muncie and back and for
lending me his airplane when I was having issues with my Trivial
Pursuit.
I will still be flying this year, and am working on a take-apart
Thunder Gazer for this year.
Till next time, fly Stunt! SN
—Matt Colan
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It’s in the Details

Getting a good joint

As Gomer Pyle used to say, “Surprise, Surprise, Surprise!” This
is what happened to me when I submitted this article to Bob Hunt
for this issue of Stunt ews. I had not received my previous issue
of Stunt ews yet to find out he had already done a similar
method of getting good joints between removable pieces.
It was decided, however, that since I took a different approach
to his, and the subject of good joints being in different issues, it
would still be applicable without too much repeating. This just
goes to show that what I said about three years ago (has it been
that long already?) that the things I write about are just “A” way
of doing things. Never are they to be taken as “THE” way to do
things. It will be up to the individual builder to decide how or if
they want to apply these techniques.
Also, just because we both used the cowl joint as an example,
you can use these methods in other parts of the plane. I used the
same method he did to get a good joint around the leading edge
of my removable stabilizer to fuselage joint. The only difference
is I used waxed paper instead of Mylar. It worked just as well and
I got a good joint around a curved surface. So do not think of
these methods as just for cowls only.
Read on, and I hope you enjoy seeing another method to
accomplish the same goal of getting a good separation line.
The separation line between the cowl and the fuselage can be
one of the hardest things to get right. Ideally, you want to make
the fit of the separation line so good that you cannot see the line
at all. Now I have never seen one completely disappear, but I
have seen some where you have to get fairly close to the plane
before you even notice it.
The best separation lines are of an even thickness, and are
formed with the edges of the fuselage and cowl being crisp and
clean. This article is about how I go about to get as good a
separation line as I possibly can make, while also making it
resistant to dings and dents from mishandling.
Although I will be using the joint between the cowl and the
fuselage as an example, the method shown here can be used for
anything that has to be removed from the plane—say the rudder
on a take-apart plane as an example, or the hatch for changing the
battery on an electric plane.
I like to first make up my cowl to the point that all I need to do
is the very last bit of shaping and sanding. This gets me really in
the ballpark, shape and fit wise.
While I am doing the major fitting and sanding, I try already
to get the balsa joint between the cowl and the fuselage as good
as I can. In my case I use the left over piece that I cut off the front
of the fuselage side as the basis for the side of my cowl. It
already has the correct angle cut into it.
While this makes for a good start, I have never had a perfect
fit with just balsa to balsa. It seems that no matter how sharp the
knife blade I use, or how perpendicular I hold the knife to the
cutting surface, I always get some chips or wiggles in the joint.
Trying to fill these to make the joint clean becomes almost
impossible, because all it takes is just a couple of extra sanding
strokes in the wrong place or wrong pressure while sanding and
the joint line becomes wavy. So one ends up adding more filler to
the low spot to fix that dip, or sanding the high spot, while
probably putting another dip somewhere else.
Even with the use of a sanding block this is a difficult task.
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by Matt eumann

You may get a straighter line, but that doesn’t help in keeping the
angle as perfect as it should be. Just a quarter of a degree off can
leave a noticeable gap at one of the ends of the line. It seemingly
becomes a never-ending battle. And, even with the addition of
soaking the edges in thin CA glue, they still become very
susceptible, in my opinion, to dents from the removal and
assembly of the cowl to the fuselage.

Here you can see my balsa joints for the cowl and fuselage before the
plywood strips are added. If you look closely you can see variations in
thickness of the line and even some chips in the edges as you follow it
along. This would show up even more when the plane is painted.

My solution to this problem is to line the edges of the
separation joint between the two pieces with 1/32-inch thick
plywood. When finished it gives a nice crisp edge to both the
cowl and the fuselage edges and gives needed durability from the
inevitable mishandling.
So once the major fitting and shaping is finished, the next
thing I do is strip some 1/32-inch plywood about 1/16 inch wider
than the width of the edge that I am putting it on. The sides of my
fuselage are 3/16 inch thick in this area from the 3/32-inch sides and
the 3/32-inch balsa doublers. So I make the strips for the fuselage

about a 1/4 inch wide. The sides of the cowl are only 3/32 inch
wide, so I make them a little under 3/8 inch.
These strips do not have to be precise. Just make sure that one
edge of your strip is straight. The other side can be a little wavy
as long as you do not make it any narrower than the width of the
edge you are putting it on. Also make sure that your strips are
longer than the joint itself. Ideally, you want to make each strip as
one piece. If you have a joint in the strip along the line, you run
the risk of having a little bit of a bump along the edge which
would show in the separation line. This is what we are trying to
avoid by putting on these strips of plywood in the first place.

This is a close-up of the ledge that the wider plywood strip makes.

Here is a picture of my strips that I made. I usually make a few extra just in
case.

Having done this, now start with sandwiching a piece of
plywood in the separation joint. In this case, bolt the cowl in
place trapping the strip of plywood in between the cowl and the
fuselage.
Place the straight side of the plywood strip to the inside of the
fuselage making sure the straight edge is flush with the inside of
the fuselage. Doing things this way will form a ledge on the
outside of the fuselage from the wider plywood strip. Carefully
tack glue the strip to the fuselage using thin CA glue.

Here my strips are sandwiched between the cowl and the fuselage. Notice
that they are plenty long. You don’t have to make them quite this long. It just
happened to be the length of scrap plywood that I had lying around.

This is me tack gluing the piece to the fuselage. No, I did not have a long
thin tube at the time attached to my tip. It is possible to do it this way but
you have to be much more careful than if you had a thin tube. This is a
case of do as I say, not as I do.

To make things easier and more precise, it is best to use a tip
with a thin tube on itThe ledge from the wider plywood strip is
used as a guide for the small glue tip. Just put the tip in the corner
and place a small drop there. If the ledge was not there it would
be much easier to get glue where you do not want it and wind up
making things non-removable.
Make sure you tack glue the strip to the fuselage. If you put
too much glue on with the cowl attached, the excess CA glue will
wick through the width of the fuselage side and dribble onto your
cowl gluing everything together. (Not good because your
removable cowl won’t be removable anymore.)
Another method would be to put a couple of small drops of
epoxy or carpenters glue on the plywood strip on the side that
will attach to the fuselage. Bolt everything together and wait for
it to dry. This way you can get just a very small drop where you
want it. Still tack glue everything, because if you put too much
glue on it, it will squish out again gluing your cowl in place. I
can’‘t emphasize enough that just a few small drops along the
edge is all you need. (This is a case where, if a little is good, then
a little more can be bad, or even very bad!)
No matter which method you chose, once the glue has dried
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remove the cowl and now permanently glue the strip to the
fuselage edge. Be careful not to get any glue on the separation
line side. You do not want to do much sanding on this side and
mess up your handiwork. Gluing on a strip of plywood in this
manner will take out the waves that were in the balsa pieces. And,
the hard edge will give you a nice crisp and clean edge that will
look much better than a chipped or dented one.
If you use this method, you will need to take just a little bit off
of the edge of the cowl so as to keep the overall fit the same. This
requires sanding the edges just slightly. The trick is to remove
just enough to accommodate the added width of the plywood, and
no more. Here is a trick to know just how much to take off.

Here is a picture of the second piece tack glued to the cowl section. Notice
the ledge. Again use this as a guide to apply glue right where you want it.

Here you can see me drawing my line on the cowl using the ledge as a
guide. This will show my how much to take off and where.

Before adding the plywood edges to the cowl itself, reattach
the cowl. Now take a ball point pen and using the overhang from
the piece on the fuselage as a guide, draw a line on the edge of
the cowl. You will probably notice that some parts of the line are
thicker than other parts. This is showing you how much of a wave
you had in your cut. Remove the cowl and take off just the line.
o more!

Here you can see the cowl with the line drawn on the edge. If you look
close you will notice the width varies just a bit. Remember the larger gap at
the very front of the plane in pictures 1 and 2? Look closely and you will
notice that the pen line is thinner at the front than it is toward the back.
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The line you drew with the ball point pen just happens to be
really close to the thickness of the plywood. So removing this
line automatically tells you how much to take off, and where.
Now sandwich the other piece of plywood between the cowl and
the fuselage making sure the straight edge is flush with the inside
of the cowl.
If you did it correctly, the two pieces of plywood will touch
each other the entire length of the join line. If everything does
match up the way you want it, tack glue the second piece to the
cowl in the same method you used for the fuselage. If something
does not line up, you may have to draw a second line with a ball
point pen, or pad things out a little to adjust things.
Remember, draw the line with the pen right next to the
plywood. Once you have tack glued this second piece of
plywood, remove the cowl and permanently glue the strip to the
cowl.
When the glue has dried (or cured), reattach everything and
sand off the extra thickness of the two plywood strips. Do your
very final sanding and shaping at this point and you should now
have very neat and
durable separation
edges.
Remember, it is in
the details. SN

Here are a couple of
pictures of the finished
separation line on the
finished cowl and fuselage.
If you look close you will
notice that the line is much more even and clean looking. Once painted all
you will see is just a very faint line. Just what we want.

Robin’s View Productions

Custom Foam Wing Services
Bob Hunt has been supplying the Control
Line Stunt community with World Class, foambased model airplane components since 1969.
Stunt models built with foam components
produced in his shop have won more World
and National Championships than all others
combined!
The vast majority of CL foam component
innovations are traceable to his shop. He was
the first to use triple-section coring for reduced
weight. He was also the first to offer foam flaps
that were cut as an integral part of the wing
core and then separated from the wing after
covering, ensuring a perfect fit between the
flap and the wing.

Bob developed the system of using Lite-Ply
landing gear ribs that install between the
leading edge and the spar, and accept
lightweight, load-dispersing landing gear
plates instead of the heavier maple blocks.
Here’s Bob Hunt at the 2011 Nats with his new, electric powered, Crossfire
More recently, he has developed a system of
Extreme. The model features a Masterflite foam wing that was cut and
accurately cutting fully rounded foam leading
covered with the flaps integral to the airfoil. The flaps were then separated
edges on the cores that he produces, along
and framed with balsa. Photo by Gene Martine.
with a foolproof method for attaching molded
balsa leading edge caps on the cores. This
system yields extremely accurate wings that are lighter and easier to construct.
These innovations and many, many more were born from constant research and development in the competition
arena. Bob was the first to win a World Championship Gold Medal flying a CL Stunt model fitted with a foam-core
wing. Foam wing cores and wings built by him have enabled hundreds of CL Stunt enthusiasts to realize superior
model performance and have helped them to win consistently in aerobatic competition.
When you are preparing to built that next “World Beater” stunt model, remember that Bob has been producing
wings for just such models for 40 years! He’s serious about light, accurate, and innovative stunt model components.
If you want to win, you should be too!
Robin’s View Productions offers custom-cut foam wing cores, covered foam wings that are ready for control
system installation and joining, and also fully built wings complete with flaps, tips, adjustable leadout guide, tip
weight box, and control system installed. RVP has templates for all the popular CL Stunt and Classic Stunt models,
and can custom template and produce your original design wing for you. Bob personally cuts each wing core using
only top-quality virgin bead foam. Covered wings are produced using only the finest, hand-selected, contest-grade
balsa.
For a complete listing of the myriad products and services offered by Robin’s View Productions, please send a
large SASE to: Robin’s View Productions, PO Box 68, Stockertown PA 18083, call (610) 746-0106, or email Bob at
robinhunt@rcn.com. Phone orders are welcome and RVP accepts Visa and MasterCard for your convenience.
Along with all RVP products comes the invitation to call with any questions about model building. RVP offers an
evening “Hot Line” for questions you might have while you are building in your shop.

Remember our motto:

Relentless Innovation!

2012 PAMPA Hall of Fame
by Wynn Paul and HOF Nominating Committee

2012 PAMPA Hall of Fame Voting Procedure for Voting

The nominations for the 2012 Hall of Fame Inductees listed in this issue will be voted upon by three groups of individuals: (1) Living
members of the PAMPA Hall of Fame—23; (2) Current elected Officers of PAMPA—15; and (3) Past Presidents of PAMPA—11. An
individual who appears in more than one group may cast only one ballot. A nominee needs a simple majority of votes cast to be selected.
Those persons eligible to vote should send their ballots via email to Wynn Paul, Chair, PAMPA Hall of Fame Committee
(winnie3435@insightbb.com). Persons who do not have email capability should request a ballot from Wynn Paul at 3332 Carriage Lane,
Lexington, Kentucky, 40517; telephone 859-361-8965. The deadline for voting is October 1, 2012.
The voting members are listed below.
Hall of Fame members (with date of induction): Wynn Paul (Charter – ’92), Bob Gieseke (’94), Les McDonald (’94), Keith Trostle (’94),
Bill Werwage (’94), Bob Gialdini (’96), Bob Hunt (’96), Paul Walker (’96), Art Adamisin (’98), Al Rabe (’00), Don Still (’00), Jim Casale (’02),
Jack Sheeks (’02), Jim Silhavy (’02), Davis Slagle (’02), Art Pawloski (’04), Larry Scarinzi (’04), Charles Mackey (’06), Dennis Adamisin
(’08), Leon Shulman (’08), Don Ferguson (’10), John Lenderman (’10), and Bill Zimmer (’10).
Current (2012) elected Officers of PAMPA: Don McClave, Matt Newman, Jim Vornholt, Noel Drindak, Will Moore, Bud Wieder, Bob Hunt,
Steve Fitton, Eric Viglione, Allen Brickhaus, Bob McDonald, Don Hutchinson, Carl Shoup, Jim Hoffman, and Bruce Hunt.
Past Presidents of PAMPA (in order of service): Keith Trostle, Dennis Adamisin, George Higgins, Tom Dixon, Ted Fancher, Steve Buso,
Mike Keville, Frank McMillan, John Brodak, Paul Walker, and Bill Rich.
All eligible voters, numbering a total of 45 (4 persons are doubles) are encouraged to vote for the 2010 PAMPA Control Line Precision
Aerobatics Hall of Fame.
The nominees are as follows:
Allen Brickhaus
Allen Brickhaus started flying model airplanes in Perryville,
Missouri, in 1963. Starting with 1/2A models, he worked up to a
Midwest Cougar. During military service with the US Army
(1971 - 1974), he found modelers in Germany and also was
elected President of the Nelligen Barracks Control Line Club in
Stuttgart. Upon returning to the U.S., Allen completed his
Master’s Degree in Music.
Allen settled in Golconda, Illinois, as a high school teacher,
and his wife Kathy has been very supportive of his modeling
activities. He
was elected
President of the
Southeast
Missouri
Modeling
Association in
1974. Allen
started
competing in
the Nationals in
1986 and has
been a
contestant
every year
since then,
Allen Brickhaus displays his classic Olympus at the 2009 finishing in the
VSC in Tucson, Arizona.
Top 20 five
times. Allen
won the 1992 and the 2002 Old-Time Stunt event at the
Nationals. He has participated in nine of the VSC events and
received the “Keeper of the Flame” award in 2010. He was
awarded the “Carolina Spirit Award” in 2008 at the Huntersville,
NC contest.
Allen has served as a Contest Director for AMA since 1986.
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He has been the PAMPA District VI Director for an astounding
24 years (1988 to 2012). He has administered the Beginner Stunt
Event at the Nationals from 1990 to 2011 and served as the
Event Director 1993 to 2011. He has been the Co-Contest
Director for the Brodak Fly-In from 2001 to 2011. Allen has
written the control line precision aerobatics report for atsews
from 2006 - 2011. He served as the editor of the Paducah
(Kentucky) Aero Modelers for 12 years (1986 - 1994).
Allen has had more than 50 stunt airplane construction
articles published, starting in June 1978, with profile model
Flying Red Horse in Model Airplane ews, and his contributions
include popular competition models such as the Buccaneer 46
(1981), Envoy III (1990), Arcturus (1992), Savoy (1996),
Scepter (1998), Mirada (2000), Legacy (2003), Scimitar 520
(2006), and the Sceptor 500 (2010).
Along the way Allen brought to life several airplanes
designed by modelers but never before published, and these
include the Hallmark of Gene Schaffer (2003), the Gypsy 35 and
46 of Jim Silhavy (2005, 2006), the Trianic of Bert Metkemeier
(2005), the Adams Special of Frank Adams (2006), the Grondal
Nobler (2008), the Olympus of Louis Vanden Hout (2010), the
Eclipse of Bob Gialdini (2011), and the Plano of Wim Cator
(2011).
Allen has had nine of his designs kitted by various
manufacturers, including Ultra Products, RSM, and Brodak. The
models include Scimitar, Buccaneer 740 and 746, Legacy,
Adams’ Special and Buccaneer 746P (profile).
He has written the stunt column for Flying Models for 15
years (April, 1997 to 2012), one of the longer-tenured columnists
of any of the model airplane events.
He has been a member of the Fellowship of Christian
Modelers since its inception.
Allen Brickhaus has excelled in the area of designing, flying
in competition, and publishing. He has also published for the first
time several top-level airplanes from around the world.

John D’Ottavio
John D’Ottavio, born
in 1923, is a native of
New Jersey who has been
a modeler since 1956. He
competed in the New
York Mirror Meet in 1961
and finished third behind
Harold Price and Ron
Pavloer in the Adult
Division. John finished in
the Top Ten at the 1961
Nationals, and also
competed and placed well
in many contests in the
New Jersey/New York
area from 1957 to 1969.
John still competes in the
East and regularly at the
Brodak Fly-In.
John’s original
design, the J.D. Falcon,
John D’Ottavio is shown here with his
original-design JD Falcon at the 1961 Mirror was published in Model
Meet in Brooklyn, New York.
Airplane ews in April
1961. This proved to be a
very popular plane in the New Jersey/New York area, and several
were flown to high places at the Nationals and in many local East
Coast contests. Larry Scarinzi and John published the control line
(rat) racer TOR-RAT in Flying Models, August/September 1961.
He published the Topper, a profile stunt model, in American
Modeler, March 1962; the plane was used in the 1961 AYSC
Contests by Ed Elasick. He also designed the Jersian, a full stunt
plane, in 1961, and the plane was published at long last by Tom
Niebuhr in Model Aviation, September 2004. The J.D. Falcon was
kitted by Blue Sky Models in 2001.
John was the Event Director for precision aerobatics at the
1965 and 1969 Nationals. At the 1969 Nationals he trained the
Navy judges while flying his own design, the Starlight (not to be
confused with Charles Mackey’s Starlight of 1967). Perhaps the
only photograph showing Navy stunt judges in their uniforms at a
Nationals was taken in 1969 and shows a group clustered around
John as he is preparing his Starlight for a training flight. John is a
longtime AMA Contest Director and has judged at many of the
New Jersey/New York contests and continues this service in the
2000s.
Perhaps John’s biggest contribution has been his willingness
to tutor young and old in model flying and especially precision
aerobatics. During the 1950s and 1960s John mentored and
instructed such stunt fliers as Bud Wieder, Ed Elasick, George
Jones, Dawn Cosmillo, Windy Urtnowski, Ed Hartley, Tom
Niebuhr, Frank Imbriaco, and Tom Hampshire. In later years he
coached Doug Benedetti and Rich Giacobone. John and his wife
Yolanda (deceased) raised six children.
As a longtime member of the Garden State Circle Burners,
John was honored by the club by naming its annual award the
“D’Ottavio Cup.” This perpetual trophy is presented to the top
flier of all classes in its annual contest.
John D’Ottavio is still flying on a regular basis and in 2012 is
working on a new, original design electric-powered stunt plane.
Tom Dixon
Tom Dixon was born in Macon, Georgia, and began flying
1
/2A models at age seven, followed by an A.J. Firecat with a K &
B .29 at age eight. He attended his first contest in 1958 and
watched Robert Elliott (Black Tiger) and Walt Pyron (P-39) win

in Open and Senior
respectively. As a result
of that, Tom was
inspired to fly
competitively. Tom flew
in his first contest at age
14 in Marietta, Georgia,
1962, with a Magician
profile. He obtained a
private pilot’s license in
1968 at age 20. Tom
graduated from the
University of Georgia in
1970. He attained a
Master’s Degree in
Clinical Social Work
from the University of
Georgia in 1974 and has
worked at this in private Tom Dixon pauses between flights at the 1997
practice.
FAI Team Selection to pose with his originaldesign Time Machine.
Tom resumed
modeling in 1971 and
attended his first Nationals in balmy Lake Charles, Louisiana, in
1974, where he finished 14th with a Nobler. He finished in the
Top 20 six times (1974 - 1988). Tom attended the first Vintage
Stunt Championships in 1989 and later won the Nostalgia event
there in 1991. He finished 2nd in Old Time Stunt at the Nationals
in 1983 and 1985. He placed 4th in the 1988 Australian Nationals
and 3rd in 1994.
Tom served as PAMPA District V Director 1986-1988. He
served as the PAMPA President 1988-1990. During his tenure
Stunt ews was reorganized as was the financial structure of the
organization. Tom has been an AMA Contest Director since 1972,
usually working at least two contests per year. He served as a
Nationals Judge in 1989 and 1990.
Tom has published the following planes in the magazines:
Stephens Akro, Stilares, Phoenix, Smoother, 38 Special, Snapper,
Gremlin, Time Machine, Praxis, Kairos, KA-10, Thunderbird 60,
Thunderbird 60 Mk II, and Pegasus.
Tom began a plans supply business in 1982, became a Merco
engine importer in 1985, a Double Star engine importer in 1995,
and produced custom kits starting in 1995. He developed his
“Quick-Build” foam wing technique for wing construction. He
conducts a healthy business, offering engines, plans, kits, and
equipment while holding down a full-time occupation. His annual
catalog is outstanding. He has been married for 40+ years to
Becky and has a son, Steven.
The origin of the Classic Stunt event, originally named the
Nostalgia event, can be traced to Tom Dixon. He outlined the
concept in a letter to “Control Line News” columnist, Dennis
Adamisin, published in Model Airplane ews, December, 1982.
Tom’s idea was to create an event where, “The design could be
any kit or published stunt design marketed before August 1964.
Power could be any engine design available before August 1964.
The flight pattern would follow the 1964 rules.”
A follow-up column by Dennis in April 1983, stated, “Dixon’s
concept generated more mail to ‘Control Line News’ than
anything else I ever wrote about. Dixon’s mailbox has also been
filled with requests for plans and information. In fact he has
founded Controline Sales, through which he sells plans for
Nostalgia types, kits that are out of production, and out-of-print
plans.” And, as we know, the rest is history.
Tom Dixon has been a top-level competitor since 1974; was
the PAMPA President 1988-1990; has published 14 airplanes in
magazines; has been a precision aerobatics supplier of plans, kits,
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engines, and accessories; and should be considered as the
founding father of the Classic (Nostalgia) Stunt event.
Shareen Fancher
Shareen and Ted Fancher have been fixtures at the AMA
National Model Airplane Championships since 1974. In addition,
they have participated in the U.S.A. F2B Team Trials and the
World Championships. Ted flew the toy airplanes. That’s the fun
part.
Shareen
Fancher
volunteered to
assist in the
tabulation of
stunt scores at
the hot and
humid 1975
Nationals in
Lake Charles,
Louisiana. She
assisted Event
Director Keith
Trostle and
worked with
Shareen Fancher (at left in photo) is busy tallying scores at Nancy
one of the many Nats where she performed this task. With McDonald
her in this photo is Sandy Contrata, who also did tabulation (Stunt flier Les
at many Nats.
McDonald’s
wife). Little
did Shareen or Ted imagine that she would become a fixture at
the Nationals and Team Trials for many years to come.
Starting in 1976 at the Nationals in Dayton, Ohio, Shareen
was the Head Tabulator. She proceeded to serve as Head
Tabulator for the next 31 years, except for 1985 when she did not
attend the Nationals, and 1986. (Shareen served as a recorder all
week for Judge Bob Emmett.)
In the year 1997 the computer age entered the scene as Dave
Cook’s program used at the FAI Team Trials was picked up for
the Nationals and underwent several modifications thereafter,
mostly performed by son Jeff Fancher. The move allowed some
reduction in the handwritten paper work, but everything had to be
checked and rechecked for accuracy. Shareen’s last Nationals
appearance was in 2007.
Shareen also worked as the Head Tabulator for the F2B (Stunt)
USA Team Trials from 1997 to 2007 (that’s six Team Trials). It’s
a smaller contest with smaller numbers of entrants, but all those
scores of 1000 or more!
Shareen served as the Head Tabulator at the Vintage Stunt
Championships in Tucson, Arizona, starting in 1990 and has
missed only one since then. In 1992 she was awarded the initial
Bob Gialdini Sportsmanship Trophy at the VSC.
Of course, when the Control Line World Championships was
held in Muncie in 2004, Shareen was right there as the Head
Tabulator for both individual scores and the team standings.
Not content with all the preparations for the Nationals,
Shareen was chosen as PAMPA Secretary/Treasurer in 1996 and
held this position until the end of 2007 (that’s 12 years), working
with four different PAMPA Presidents.
Aside from toy airplanes, Shareen has been what is the
equivalent of a “Soccer Mom” in the world of equestrian events.
Referred to as a “Barn Mom” by Ted, daughter Kim got her first
horse at age 11 and shortly thereafter began showing horses.
Shareen attended all the shows (there go some more weekends),
sewed the fancy riding costumes, groomed the horses, and did the
grunt work in support of Kim and the other kids at the trainer’s
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barns. At one big California horse show there was a “surprise
event for parents” consisting of an equitation class in which
riders were judged for their horsemanship and technique. There
were 20-25 parents who entered, and Shareen won the blue
ribbon and then promptly retired from active competitions as
“...there was nowhere to go but downhill!”
In the area of administrative service to the hobby/sport of
Control Line Precision Aerobatics, to PAMPA, and to all the
control line fliers at the Nationals, Team Trials, and Vintage Stunt
Championships, perhaps no one has volunteered so much time,
effort, devotion, integrity, and leadership as Shareen Fancher.
Ted Fancher
Ted Fancher was born
in Renton, Washington,
graduated from Renton
High School, and
attended University of
Puget Sound. His father
was a Cessna dealer and
Ted obtained his private
pilot’s license and other
civilian licenses on the
birthdays when he
became eligible. Ted
started modeling with his
brother in the late 1940s,
and his first plane to fly
was an All American Sr.,
followed by Ringmasters
and Circus Kings.
He attended the 1959
Nationals in California
and placed 6th in the
Junior Division flying a
Ruffy. Ted signed on
Ted Fancher made the 1994 FAI Team flying
this stunning Trivial Pursuit. He’s also won
with United Air Lines at
four Nats crowns and has served as PAMPA
age 21 in December
President.
1964. In a career that
lasted 38 years, he piloted
everything from DC-6s and 7s, to Boeing 727s, 747s and 747400s. Along the way he married Shareen, who had been a
classmate in grade school and high school. Ted returned to the
Nationals in 1967 but did not qualify.
His next venture was the 1974 Nationals in Lake Charles,
Louisiana, where he finished in 15th place with a plane he called
Moby Dick, for obvious reasons.
There followed a competitive career in precision aerobatics
that is nothing short of fabulous. From 1974 to 2007, he attended
a total of 32 Nationals with 31 Top 20 finishes, 29 Top Ten
finishes, and an astounding 27 Top Five finishes (the most of any
flier: Bill Werwage -19, Windy Urtnowski - 18, Paul Walker - 17,
David Fitzgerald and Bob Gieseke - 12).
Ted won the Open Division and the Walker Trophy four times
- 1982, 1986, 1995, and 2000, putting him in a tie for fourth with
the most Walker Trophy wins with Bill Werwage and Jim Casale.
He competed in the FAI F2B Team Trials a total of 12 times
from 1977 to 2005, finishing in the Top 10 every time, in the Top
Five a total of eight times, and earning a position on the USA
Team three times (1981, 1993, 2003).
In the World Championships Ted finished 4th in 1982, 5th in
1994 (in the extremely difficult WCs held in China), and 10th in
2004. He was on the winning USA World Championship team in
1982 and 2004.
He competed in the first Vintage Stunt Championships in

1989, winning the Old-Time Stunt event fittingly with an All
American model. He won the Classic Event at the 1992 Nationals
with a Chief.
Ted designed, built, and competed on the National and
International level with a number of planes. Planes published in
the magazines included the Imitation (MA, Sept., ’79), a highly
competitive profile that was the basis for several full-body stunt
planes; the Excitation (MA, Dec., 81). The Trivial Pursuit was the
first full airplane construction article with full plans, and it was
published in Stunt ews (July 1994).
His other top caliber stunt planes included Citation (1977),
Intimidation (1981, 82), Celebration (1983-84), Temptation
(1989), Citation IV and V, Great Expectations (1994-95,
refinished as Final Edition - 1998- 2003), and Special Edition
(2004). He also published the Doctor, a profile, in Stunt ews,
May/June, 1998.
Ted won the first Concours d’Elegance award for the most
outstanding plane at the Nationals as voted by the pilots in 1977
with the Citation. He also won the Concours d’Elegance in 1981
with the Intimidation.
Ted was an early member of PAMPA. He served two terms as
President of PAMPA (1990-91 and 1992-93). He served as the
Vice President from 2005-2006. During his tenure as President,
the PAMPA Hall of Fame was initiated in 1992.
He wrote the control line precision aerobatics column in
Model Aviation from May 1984, until February 1990, a total of 70
columns.
Since retiring from United Airlines in 2003, he has been active
playing golf and participating in a San Francisco area community
musical theater, also with a touch of acting.
Ted Fancher combined a top competitive career with a great
deal of service to PAMPA and the precision aerobatics world. A
magnificent record of 27 Top Five finishes in the Nationals, along
with four Open wins and winning the Walker Trophy four times,
a member of three USA World teams, with two being the World
Team F2B Champions, Ted also published some top level
competitive airplanes. He has served as both Vice President and
President of PAMPA. He wrote the precision aerobatics column
in Model Aviation for six years.
David Fitzgerald
David Fitzgerald attended his first Nationals in 1975 at Lake
Charles, Louisiana, in the company of his , Bill, and with Ted
Fancher and Gary McClellan. David finished 2nd in the Junior
division flying SIG Banshee/Fox .35. At the time he was 14 years
old, a
student at
Abbott
Middle
School, and
was living
in San
Mateo,
California.
Up to that
time his
interests had
been
baseball and
football. He
took up
David Fitzgerald pull tests his latest ThunderGazer just prior
model
to winning the Open Stunt crown at the 2011 Nats. He’s won
airplane
one Nats in Junior, four in Senior, and seven in the Open
flying in
division. He was also victorious at the 2008 World
1973 with
Championships.

the urging of his brother Pat.
David’s first model airplane was Carl Goldberg’s Wizard. He
learned to fly control line in 1973 with the Wizard.
In his second outing at the Nationals, in Dayton, Ohio, 1976,
he won the Junior Division, flying a kit-built Sig Chipmunk with
an O.S. Max .35 from Art Adamisin.
Moving up to the Senior division, Dave then started a run that
included wins in this division for 1977, 1978, 1979, and 1980. All
of these wins were accomplished flying a Chipmunk airplane,
with an O.S. .35 S engine.
During this time Dave graduated from Hillsdale High School,
June, 1979, and attended San Jose State University.
In 1981 David entered the Open division where he finished 9th,
flying a full-body Imitation. At the 1982 Nationals in Lincoln,
Nebraska, he finished in 15th place. His airplane for ’82 was a
Fancher full-body Imitation/ST .46.
After finishing college, he joined the U.S. Air Force Reserves
and was hired as a pilot by United Airlines in 1987.
David married Kathryn Louise in 1986 and they have three
children - Eric, Rachel, and Michael.
He got back into flying at the Nationals in 1991 at
Lawrenceville, Illinois, where he finished an undistinguished 23rd
place. What followed was a terrific run in the Nationals. In 17
appearances in the Nationals (1981 - 2011), David finished in the
Top 20 a total of 16 times, with 14 Top 10 finishes and 12 Top
Five finishes. He has the second most Open Division wins with
seven and also has won the Walker Trophy seven times (1997,
1999, 2001, 2003, 2004, 2009, 2011). Note that he missed six
Nationals while competing in the World Championships.
He has competed 10 times in the FAI F2B Team Trials
finishing in the Top 10 every time. He earned a position on the
USA World Team a total of eight times.
David was crowned the World Champion in F2B in 2008. He
finished 2nd in 1998 and 2006, 3rd in 2001, and 5th in 2010. He led
the 2008 USA team to the World Championship in Precision
Aerobatics.
He authored an extensive article on his “signature” airplane,
the Thunder Gazer, in the Jan/Feb, 2010 issue of Stunt ews. He
has contributed several articles to Stunt ews with reflections on
his participation in many World Championships. He has also
submitted articles on design and power train to Stunt ews. David
also served as the PAMPA District X Director for several years.
David Fitzgerald has one of the most outstanding competitive
careers in the history of stunt. He is the only person to win in all
three AMA age divisions - Junior, Senior, and Open in Precision
Aerobatics. (George Aldrich and Bill Werwage each won Senior
and Open divisions.) David also has a total of seven Open
Division Precision Aerobatics National Championships and has
also won the Walker Trophy fly-off seven times, circa 2011. In
addition, he was the World Champion in 2008 and also has two
second-place finishes and a third-place finish in the World
Championships, and Dave has been a member of the U.S.A.
World Team eight times.
Frank McMillan
Frank McMillan was born in White Plains, New York, and
raised in midtown Manhattan, New York City. After graduating
from Birch Wathen High School, he attended New York
University School of Engineering. After seeing control line
planes in Pelham Bay Park, Frank started building and flying in
the early 1950s with an El Diablo, Kenhi Cougar, and Veco
Chiefs. He won the New York Mirror Flying Fair in the Junior
Division in 1956 with his own design, the Gambler, which was
published in Model Airplane ews, April 1957. Frank’s first
Nationals was in 1957 with a 3rd place in the Senior division.
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Frank
joined the Air
Force in 1959.
Starting as a
cadet in Texas,
he became a
navigator and
was
commissioned
as a 2nd
Lieutenant. He
flew in B-, had
20 missions
during the
Cuban missile
crisis, attended
Frank McMillan placed second at the 1999 Nats flying
one of his many original-design Caudron stunters.
the Air Force
Command and
Staff College,
earned a BS degree from Troy State University, completed
studies at the Air War College, and earned an MBA from Auburn
University. He completed his service in the Air Force as a full
Colonel and retired in 1985. Frank has been married for 34 years
to Marilee, who has participated in all of his activities, including
working as a tabulator and runner at the Nationals and the World
Championships.
Frank’s first Nationals in the Open Division was 1970, placing
somewhere in the Top 20. He then served as the Assistant Event
Director at the 1974 Nationals, the first one administered by
PAMPA. He entered the 1976 Nationals, finishing 10th in Open,
and this was followed by 31 more appearances (to 2011) for a
grand total of 33 Top 20 finishes, 20 Top Ten finishes, and five
Top Five finishes. He finished in 2nd place in the 1999 Nationals,
his highest placing. He won the Classic event at the Nationals in
1993 and won the Old-Time Event in 2010. He participated in the
FAI F2B Team Trials eight times, finishing in the Top Ten seven
times. He served as a judge at the 1991 and 1993 Team Trials. He
has competed in the Vintage Stunt Championships since 1990.
Frank served as PAMPA Vice-President 1976 - 1978. He
served as the PAMPA President for three terms (1998-99, 200001, 2002-03), the second most terms after Keith Trostle. He wrote
the Precision Aerobatics column in Model Aviation from March
1990, to September 2002.
His signature airplane, the Super Caudron, developed over a
20-year period with many examples, was featured in Stunt ews,
“Special Edition,” 2009.
Frank McMillan has been a top competitor in Precision
Aerobatics on the national scene for over 30 years, and has
served as President and Vice President for PAMPA. He wrote the
Precision Aerobatics column in Model Aviation for 12 years. He
has had two of his airplane designs published.
Tom Morris
At a time when the Precision Aerobatics Model Pilots
Association was in dire need of a steady hand for the newsletter,
Tom Morris, Anniston, Alabama, stepped in as Editor/Publisher
beginning with the February 1993 issue of Stunt ews.
Tom Morris grew up in Winter Park, Florida, graduated from
Furman University (with a BS degree in chemistry and later a
second BS degree in business), joined the U.S. Army in 1963,
earned a Master’s Degree in business, and served for 24 years,
including a stint in Vietnam, and retired as a Lieutenant Colonel.
Prior to becoming the Editor of Stunt ews, Tom had served as
PAMPA Secretary (1990 - 1995), PAMPA Treasurer (1991 - 1996),
and Publisher of Stunt ews January 1992 to January 1993.
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In a short time
Tom took the
publication from a
10-20 page
newsletter to the
stature of a fullblown Precision
Aerobatics magazine
of 52-96 pages with
many pictures, a
variety of articles,
complete airplane
construction articles
with plans, and total
coverage of the
Nationals and FAI
Team Trials, which
includes text and
pictures of every
The dean of all Stunt News editors, Tom Morris,
participant. As an
poses here with his classic Cavalier, a John
example, there were
Simpson design. Tom custom builds these and
over 500 pages of
other planes, and is noted for his many
newsletter published
construction technique innovations.
in 1994, his first full
year as Editor. And,
he has made the inclusion of pictures a regular feature in every
issue.
While serving as the Editor, Tom managed to recruit a number
of enthusiasts to serve as columnists. This measurably increased
interest in the newsletter, as there was a broad appeal in the
writings.
Tom developed a complete line of “PAMPA Products”
including clothes, decals, patches, literature, etc. He developed
“collector quality” airplane plans which are available in full size,
having been carried in their entirety in the newsletter. “PAMPA
Art” was added in Mar/Apr 1995, whereby 8 x 10-inch ink
drawings of 11 various stunt planes were available, ranging from
the Super Duper Zilch to the SV-11. The annual membership
directory, available in a separate publication, is another valuable
product attributed to Tom.
Tom also initiated a “PAMPA books” offering, starting with an
“Old-Time Stunt Construction Drawings,” an 84-page collection
of all stunt plans available before 1953 (May/June 1995).
Tom also found time expand the Wynn Paul “Stunt Biography
1946-1981” and bring it up-to-date, plus add such publications as
Model Builder, Aeromodeller, and others, including the addition
of many more published stunt planes from 1945 to the present.
He ran a series wherein many stunt planes published were listed
along with a picture, starting in Mar/Apr 1995. This has resulted
in a PAMPA Bibliography of some 3900 articles on stunt!
During the time period of February 1993 to January 2006,
Tom Morris produced a total of 92 issues of Stunt ews without
missing a single issue. He served with five PAMPA Presidents.
He introduced color photographs in 1998. Stunt ews routinely
had over 100 pages during the late 1990s and the early 2000s,
with a high in the 130s. Starting with about 400 PAMPA
members in 1993, the membership soared to 2,465 in the year
2000, thanks mainly to the magazine quality of Stunt ews.
Tom is also noted for many things that he invented and/or
made available to all, such as the “Lincoln Log” wing building
system, “New Millennium” wing building system, geometrically
correct ball link control systems, and adjustable pushrods. He has
produced more than 400 kits, and came up with the concept of
the concept of the “Quick-Build” kit as well as the “Traveling
Hobby Shop.”

The contribution of the soft-spoken former US Army
Lieutenant Colonel to the control line precision aerobatics event
is immeasurable. Tom Morris turned a newsletter into a Special
Interest Group magazine and the model for all SIG newsletters.
Larry Renger
Larry Renger was born in Charlotsville, Virginia, and started
building models at the age of eight. A move to California brought
exposure to control line fliers while he was attending Mira Costa
High School. He was most interested in 1/2A flying for control
line and free flight.
While at M.I.T. Larry flew indoor rubber, glider, and some
control line. He entered and won an Estes Industries model rocket
design contest. His design later became the Estes Astron Falcon,
a very successful rocket. Larry graduated from M.I.T. in 1963
with a degree in aeronautical engineering. Larry entered the
aerospace industry after graduating from M.I.T. but was laid off
in 1969. He then built a Magician and learned the stunt pattern,
then went to work for the Estes Corporation. (He is remembered
in the rocketry field for his outstanding rocket designs.)
Larry subsequently worked for Fox (1972), Cox, Mattel,
Model Builder, and two corporations that specialize in fast-food
and cereal-box “premium” toys.
Larry published six articles on airplanes in Flying Models:
Skyfire, Skyfire 4.05, Baby Magician, Wedgie & El Bat,Sky
Sport and Skystreak.
While at Cox Hobbies he developed the 1/2A models ME 109
(1974), Super Chipmunk (1976), and Crusade Stunter (1977).
Larry also developed the 1/2A Cox engines: Black Widow, Killer
Bee Cox, and Venom
Cox.
He has had three
planes kitted Skyfire 1/2A (M & P 1974), Sky Sport 1/2A
(RSM - 2005), and
soon to be released
Sky Streak (RSM 2012).
Larry authored five
technical articles for
Model Airplane ews
and Flying Models,
including “Getting
Started in Aerobatics”
and “Stunt Flying
A very young Larry Renger looks very pleased
Made Easy.” He
with the L.M. Cox Bf-109 Super Stunter that he
wrote “The 1/2A
was instrumental in developing. His interest in,
and genius for, many types of modeling are well
Scene” for Model
documented.
Builder magazine
from 1976 to 1982.
Larry Renger was inducted into the Model Aviation Hall of
Fame in 2010.
Larry still resides in the Los Angeles area and flies control line
aerobatics.
Winfred “Windy” Urtnowski
Windy Urtnowski has contributed to Precision Aerobatics as a
competitor, author, and specialty parts manufacturer since the
1960s in the New Jersey area. He has competed in 30 Nationals
since 1980 with 18 finishes in the Top 5, finishing as high as 2nd
in 1991, 3rd in 1987 and 1996; four 4th places, and 11 5th-place
finishes.
He has competed in 12 FAI Team Trials since 1981 with a 4th
place (1989), four 5th places, and none lower than 12th place.

Outstanding craftsmanship and spectacular finishes have been the hallmarks of
Windy Urtnowski’s models since he came on the national scene in 1980. Here
he is at the 2004 Nats with his fantastic A-26 Invader twin.

He has won the PAMPA Nationals Concours d’Elegance
award an astounding total of 11 times: 1985, 1987, 1992, 1996,
1997, 1998, 1999, 2003, 2004, 2005, and 2007. His planes earned
a full 20 appearance points at the 1988 and 1997 Nationals.
Windy was the Editor of Pro-Stunt ews for PAMPA,
renaming the newsletter, from 1984 to 1989, and turned the
newsletter into a multi-person production, through necessity, as
stunt interest grew. He has been a columnist for Stunt ews for
“Crash Repairs”, 1995 to 2011.
He also was the CL Stunt columnist for Flying Models
magazine from July, 1983, to July 1990 (63 columns). He has
also had general stunt articles on construction published in Model
Aviation and Stunt ews.
He has had the following airplanes published in the
magazines: (1) Sweeper (AAM Annual 1969); (2) MiG Sweeper
(Model Aviation, March, 1987); (3) Sweeper (Flying Models,
August, 1991); (4) Cardinal (Model Aviation, November, 1992);
(5) Tsunami (Model Aviation, October, 1996); and Spitfire
(Model Aviation, February, 1998).
He has kitted the Cardinal with his own Pro-Stunt Products
line of Precision Aerobatics equipment.
Windy pioneered the use of informative videos and has been
producing them since 1987, with hundreds of tapes available on
construction, painting, stunt flying instruction, trimming
techniques, and reports on regional contests, Nationals, FAI and
World Championships.
He has also been a manufacturer and marketer of control line
products under the name of Pro-Stunt Products. Among the
products he has developed and marketed are four-inch bellcranks,
control horns, adjustable handles, line reels, adjustable line
guides, tooling for Taffinder tanks, vacuum sanding bench, and 5blade composite props.
Windy worked with John Brodak of Brodak Manufacturing
and was instrumental in the development of paint (dope), as well
as many of the airplane kits offered by the company.
Windy was the PAMPA District II Director from 1996 to the
Mar/April 2011 issue. He has also served on the FAI F2B Team
Selection Committee since 1990 and was the Chairman of this
committee from 1990 to 1995.
Windy has been a very active club member and general
“cheerleader” for experts and beginners alike in the New
Jersey/New York area, opening up his house for building
sessions, painting sessions, and many pizza sessions.
He was selected for membership in the Model Aviation Hall of
Fame in 2003.
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Windy has contributed to the Precision Aerobatics event in the
areas of competition and top-caliber award winning airplanes,
including 11 Concours d’Elegance awards; he has published six
stunt airplanes, has pioneered the use of video tapes in stunt, has
served as the Editor of the PAMPA newsletter, wrote a stunt
column in Flying Models for seven years, was District II Director
for PAMPA for 15 years, and has been a manufacturer and
marketer of stunt products of his design and production.
Bob Whitely
Bob Whitley was born in Hawthorne, California, and started
modeling in 1954 at the age of 12 building a Ringmaster. This
was followed by three Firebaby models, and a Robert Elliott P40. During a stint with the Navy (1962 – 1966) Bob built an Ares
and a Panther. His first competition was in 1965 in National City,
California.
After the
Navy he
worked as an
air traffic
controller in
Los Angeles.
He designed,
built, and
published the
Miss Kell
(named for his
daughter) in
1972. Bob’s
first Nationals
appearance
was in 1973 at
Oshkosh
Bob Whitely at the 1978 Nationals where he won the Open
crown and the Walker Trophy.
where he
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finished in 4th place with Miss Kell. He won the Southwest
Regionals 13 times in a row starting in 1975.
Bob has competed in a total of 27 Nationals from 1973 to
2006. He finished in the Top 20 in every one of those Nats. He
had 17 Top Ten finishes and 4 Top Five finishes. He won the
Open Division in 1978 in Lake Charles, Louisiana, and topped
off a great year by winning the Walker Trophy.
He published the Derringer .46 article in Model Airplane
ews, December 1979. In addition, he published an article on
retracts for a Rabe P-51 (Flying Models, September 1994), and a
series of articles in Stunt ews labeled “Hints, Tips and Wags.”
He competed on the USA team for the USA-China dual meet in
1986, held in China. He placed 2nd in the Australian Nationals in
1987. Bob designed, built, and flew in the Nationals with a Bud
Light (1987), LA Heat (1988 - twin .35 engines), Showtime Laser
(1989 - received Concours d’Elegance Award), Shoestring (2000
- his design), Hawker Hunter (2006 - article as “Appearance
Points” in Stunt ews, Sept/Oct 2008).
Bob has had an awesome career in the Old Time and Classic
events. He won the Classic event at the first Vintage Stunt
Championships in 1989. He has won the Classic event at the US
Nationals six times (1991-first time at a Nats, 1995, 1997, 1998,
1999, 2006) and the Old Time event in 1999. He won the Old
Time event at the VSC in 2009 and 2010. He won the Eagle
Award at the VSC in 2010 and 2011 (highest combined scoring
for Old Time and Classic).
Five of his designs have been kitted by RSM Products:
Derringer 46, Miss Kell .35, L.A. Heat, Shoestring, and Hawker
Hunter.
Bob Whitely has distinguished himself as a competitor,
winning the Walker Trophy and placing high in 27 Nationals, as
well as winning several Classic and Old Time Events at the Nats
and the VSC. He has published three planes and has had five
planes kitted. SN

PAMPA Products Price List
Prices Effective April 2010
Please Note: Some items are now available only as a download from the PAMPA website. You can
visit the website at www.control-line.org for these items and past issues of Stunt News.
Download items may be available to PAMPA members only.

STUNT BIBLIOGRAPHY: .................................................................... 10.00
42 Page List Chronologically By Subject of (4000) Published Stunt Articles
ARTICLE REPRINTS: As Listed in Bibliography per Page ...................... .25
PAMPA PAMPHLETS:
Life Time Competition Records by Wynn Paul (20 Pages) .…………......2.00
Master Plans List by Bill Dawson (30 Pages, 600 Planes) ..…………..…3.00
Control Line Source Book by Ralph Wenzel(14 Pages, 140 Suppliers) ..2.00
PAMPA BOOKS:
Old Time Stunt Page Plans by Tom Morris (84 Pages) .......................... 8.00
Classic Era Page Plans by Tom Morris (148 pages) ............................ 12.00
Pioneers of Control Line Flying by Charles Mackey (184 pages).......... 12.00
PAMPA TEE SHIRTS: .....................................................................…..10.00
Sizes - M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL (Add $1.50 for XXL and XXXL)
Colors - White, Black, Red, Sky Blue, Royal Blue, Navy, Teal
Note: List several color choices in case your first choices are out of stock
PAMPA POLO SHIRTS: ..................................................................... $25.00
Sizes - L, XL, XXL, XXXL (Add $1.50 for XXL and XXXL)
Colors - White, Black, Red, Royal Blue
Note: List several color choices in case your first choices are out of stock
PAMPA CAPS:...................................................................................... 10.00
Size - One size fits all
Colors - White, Black, Red, Sky Blue, Royal Blue, Navy
Note: List several color choices in case your first choices are out of stock
PAMPA DECALS:
Small (1 1/2”Black on Clear, Fuel Proof)……............................................ .25
Full color water transfer decals Sheet with one large & two small ……....2.00
PAMPA PATCH: (Cloth 3“ Four-Color) ...................................................2.00
PAMPA PIN: (1 1/4”Metal Lapel Pin, Five-Color).................................... 4.00
PAMPA Coffee Mug ………………………………..………………………5.00
BACK ISSUES OF STUNT NEWS: (Cost for Entire Year) (# Issues)
1973 - $10 (6) 1974 - $15 (12) 1975 - $15 (12) 1976 - $15 (11) 1977 - $15
(12)1978 - $15 (9) 1979 - $10 (7) 1980 - $ 5 (2) 1981 - $15 (9) 1982 - $10
(7)1983 - $ 5 (3) 1984 - $ * (8) 1985 - $ * (9) 1986 - $15 (4) 1987 - $15
(4)1988 - $15 (3) 1989 - $30 (6) 1990 - $30 (6) 1991 - $30 (6) 1992 - $35
(7)1993 - $ * (7) 1994 - $ 10 (2) 1995 - $20 (4) 1996 - $ 6 (6) 1997 - $ 6
(6)1998 - $ 6 (6) 1999 - $ 6 (6) 2000 - $ 6 (6) 2001 - $ 6 (6) 2002 - $ 6
(6)2003 - $ 6 (6) 2004 - $ 6 (6) 2005 - $ 6 (6) 2006 - $30 (6) 2007 - $30 (6)
2008 – $30 (6) 2008 - $30 (6) 2009 - $30 (6)
* Call for prices, Prices the same for CD PDF version of

PAMPA PLANS:
ADAM'S SPECIAL by Allen Brickhaus ..........................................15.00
BEARCAT III & MUSTANG III by Al Rabe (two sheets ) .............. 15.00
BERSERKER by Noel Drindak ..................................................... 10.00
CAPRICORN by Orestes Perdomo .............................................. 15.00
CAVALIER by John Simpson (two sheets).................................... 15.00
CHALLENGER by W.E. Semler (two Sheets)............................... 15.00
CUTLASS by Jim Kostecky (two sheets)....................................... 18.00
DOCTOR by Ted Fancher............................................................. 10.00
DRAGON by J.C. Yates................................................................. 10.00
FORCE by Mike Pratt ................................................................... 10.00
GOLDEN FALCON by Chris McMillin ........................................... 15.00
GRANDPA’S BIPE by Charles Mackey ........................................ 10.00
Halmark by Gene Schaffer .................................................…....... 15.00
LANCET by Vic Carpenter ............................................................ 10.00
LEGACY 40 by Allen Brickhaus .................................................... 15.00
MADMAN by J.C. Yates................................................................ 10.00
MEDIC by Ted Fancher ................................................................ 10.00
MO’BEST by Larry Cunningham (two sheets)............................... 15.00
Moitle by Francis D. Reynolds ...........................................…….... 10.00
NAKKE by Juhani Kari................................................................... 10.00
NUTS & BOLTS by Sam Dehelean............................................... 15.00
Oriental by Dee Rice ............................................................……. 15.00
Oriental Plus by Dee Rice (two sheets).................................……. 15.00
O’TOOLE TUCKER by Don McClave….……………………………15.00
PIUMA by Bob Zambelli (two sheets) ........................................... 15.00
PROFILE NOBLER by Jim Harris ................................................. 10.00
Profile P-51D Mustang by Tom McClain .....................………....... 15.00
RUFFY by Lew McFarland ........................................................... 15.00
SATURN “Mystery Detroiter” by Don Ogren ................................. 15.00
Scared Kiten by WildBill Netzeband .....................................….… 10.00
SHAMAN by Steve Moon.............................................................. 10.00
Sharpy 29 by Carl Malmsten………………………………………… 15.00
STUKA ‘97 by Matthew Neuman (two sheets) ............................. 15.00
STUNTRESS by Joe Adamusko (two sheets)............................... 15.00
STUNT TRAINER by Pat Johnston............................................... 10.00
Super Caudron by Frank McMillan (two sheets)..……………….…20.00
TRIVIAL PURSUIT by Ted Fancher ..............................................15.00
Trophy Trainer byTom Warden.......................................……….... 15.00
Tucker 4 by Alan Resinger ..........................................…….......... 15.00
TWISTMASTER by Bob Reeves .................................................. 10.00
VALKYRIE by Harold Price (two sheets) ...................................... 15.00
VEGAS by Steve Buso ................................................................. 15.00

PAMPA COLOR BROCHURE: ................................................................ .15
(A Great Handout at Contests, Shows & Hobby Shops)

Order form on the next page.
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T&L SPECIALTIES 2012 CATALOG
Congratulations to Richi Kornmeier for using a T&L ST.60
to win the 2010 World Championship!
I have now reworked over 1600 U/C Stunt motors, for PAMPA members and Stunt
flyers around the world. I have had at’s winners in 9 different countries, and 2 World Champions, using my T&L
reworked motors, or products.
Super Tigre V.60 & G.51 Rework includes: 1. Re-hone cylinder. 2. Install a “hardened” piston ring, 3.Upgrade bearings, 4. Install a conventional type Stunt venturi, 5. Make several internal Stunt mods.
These motors are very powerful, and have lots of torque, and an excellent 2-4 break! If you supply the motor it is $95. If I
supply motor = $225 for a T&L .60, and $195 for a T&L .51. I have the .51 cylinders hardened, so they don’t lose
compression, like the stock ones do.
Super Tigre G21/.40&.46 Rework includes: 1. Re-hone cylinder, 2. Install a hardened piston ring, 3. Upgrade bearings, 4. Install a conventional type Stunt venturi, 5. I make several internal Stunt mods.
These motors are very powerful, and have lots of torque, and an excellent 2-4 break! If you supply the motor, it is $95. If I
supply motor= $225.
O.S. .35-S Rework includes: 1. Deburr the factory port burrs, with a rubber tip Dremel tool, 2. Then I send the piston out
to be heat-treated, (which also expands it slightly), 3. Then I hand-lap the piston to the cylinder, using a very mild lapping
compound. 4. I install a custom made stunt venturi, 5. I install allen screws. These motors will 1-flip start, every time! If
you supply a EW motor, the cost is $95. If I supply the motor = $135.
McCoy .40 Red Head Rework includes: The weak link in the Mc.40’s was the soft,
“sintered” iron piston, which lost compression quickly, and would not allow use of a muffler. 1. I send the piston out for
heat-treating (which also expands it slightly), 2. Then I hand-lap the piston to the cylinder, using a very mild lapping
compound. (Or I can install a Dykes ring piston, for $20 more.) 3. I install a custom made Stunt venturi, 4. I repaint the
red head, 5. I install allen screws. These McLayed .40s have the strongest 2-4 break of any motor I have ever flown. If you
supply the motor, the cost is $95 lapped, or $115 w/Dykes ring. If I supply the motor = $135 lapped, $155 ringed.
Shipping = $8 within the continental U.S.A.
Checks made payable to Tom Lay, Email: thelayster@aol.com
Phone: 626-964-5724,
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PAMPA News & Reports
Vice President Report
by Matt Neumann

It just makes sense that the
more good communication
there is going on, the less
bad communication there
will be.
As I write this, it is now the middle of January. I wonder how
many of you made New Year’s resolutions. And if you did, I
always wonder how well people are doing with them. Are any
of you still keeping any of them?
One of my resolutions is to finish my new plane, which I
started building a couple of years ago. I have now finally
started to paint the plane. Actually, the first colors are going
on today.
So far, for me, that New Year’s resolution is still alive and
well. But I have to admit, I find it kind of humorous that after
three seasons I am just now finalizing what I want to do for
the paint scheme. No sense rushing these things!
Even though I got bogged down with other projects along
the way, you would think that after all this time I would know
how I would want this one to look.
It’s always surprising to me how the paint scheme always
continuously evolves until it is finally finished.
I have to ask, does anyone else do this? I guess you could
say I leave it as a surprise even to myself as to what I come up
with.
In the world of PAMPA news, we have had a district
representative change. District I representative, Will Moore,
has had to step down. It is my understanding that the reason he
has had to step down is that he is moving—not only his
personal belongings, but also his business.
With that looming in his near future, he has decided that the
move will be taking up way too much of his time for quite a
while.
I understand this quite well, as many of you probably do
also. I remember moving to my current house about eight
years ago. The memory of that move is still quite vivid in my
memory, and because of that, I am not planning to move for
quite some time. (Actually, I plan to stay put and never move.)
And that move just involved moving my personal
belongings. I don’t even want to imagine moving my personal
things, as well as moving a business along with them. My
thoughts go out to Will and his endeavor. All I can say is good
luck and I am glad it is not me!
With that in mind, Don McClave has found a replacement
for Will. He is Don Herdman from Swanton, Vermont. He
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comes highly recommended by Bob Hunt and Dave Cook. He
is quite active in the New England area and coaches his
grandson, Matt Colan, who you might know from the various
articles he has submitted to PAMPA. I am sure he is going to
make a good addition to the EC.
On the computer front, the final tweaks are now being
applied to the beta version of the new website even as I write
this. Hopefully, I will be able to view the beta version by the
time you are reading this.
We are told that it is supposed to be much more userfriendly than the current website, which is a really big bonus
for me. Stay tuned.
I also have to give kudos to Don McClave. He has proposed
sending updates to the trustees once a month about what is
going on. I applaud him for this, because this not only
promotes good communication to the EC members but also
among the EC members themselves. And eventually, that
means more positive communication to everyone.
Not that it was too terribly bad before, but keeping the
members informed prevents miscommunication. It just makes
sense that the more good communication there is going on, the
less bad communication there will be.
Don is putting forth a really good effort to bolster the
amount of good communication that will be a huge benefit to
everyone.
One thing we have not found over the past couple of
months, and certainly not from a lack of trying, is a new
membership secretary. Noel Drindak has agreed to stay on for
a few more months until a replacement can be found, but we
do need someone to take his place.
Taking over from Noel should not be that big of a deal,
since he has everything very well organized. Anyone coming
in new should have no problem figuring out what is going on
and to be able to hit the ground running.
So again, if you or if someone you know would like the
opportunity to give back to the hobby, this would be a good
way to do so. Please contact me or Don McClave about that
possibility.
Until next time. SN
—Matt eumann

Wanted: Articles and Columnists for the pages
of Stunt News.
Reward: Everlasting satisfaction that you have
contributed to the advancement and enjoyment
of the greatest hobby/sport on earth!
Seriously, we need for all our members to put on their thinking caps and come up
with something for these pages. It could be a “How-To” article about a building or
flying technique that you have developed, a contest coverage report, a personality
piece, or even a full-blown construction article on an original design model. Without
your contributions we simply will not be able to continue filling these pages with
pertinent and interesting material about the art and sport of CL Stunt flying.
We also need some new columnists. The subjects of Finishing, Building, Flying and
Competition need to be addressed on a continuing basis. If you would care to take
on the responsibility of writing one of these columns, or have an idea for another
column subject, please contact Bob Hunt via email at: robinhunt@rcn.com, or by
phone at: 610-746-0106.

We need your help – Now! Please join the ranks of those who share
information and write something for Stunt News.
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District I
by Will Moore

Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island, Vermont

I’m writing in the midst of a snow storm here in Rhode Island.
challenge. He is very active in the sport and, as you know, has
We should not complain, though, because this winter has been
been instrumental in helping his grandson, Matt Colan. Don has
relatively gentle to us thus far. And we have to look at it
been officially appointed to the District I Director’s position by
optimistically, after all.
Don McClave.
Winter gives us time to perhaps finish projects not tackled in
Don will be writing the report starting with the next issue of
previous months. Winter also gives us the opportunity to dive
Stunt ews. It would do well for all of us to stay in close touch
into building projects at length without necessary distractions,
with Don so that his report will have up-to-date activity posted in
like cutting the lawn or other house maintenance related stuff.
it and we can stay in touch with everyone and read what the latest
Dick Carville has done just that this winter with the build of
is in our area. Don’s email address is aherdman28@comcast.net.
his Acromaster. When I last spoke with him, he had already tried
Matt, by the way, is off to college this year. Unfortunately, his
finishing the model with MonoKote; however, he ended up
college orientation week conflicts with the World
stripping it all off. He told me he did not like the edges where the Championships, and for that reason he will not be able to attend
film ends, and he did not like the feel and look of it.
and compete. He told me that the Bulgaria World Championships
Dick, as many of us know, is a “Classic” builder, using
are smack in the middle of his first week at college, which would
methods tried and true over the years. So, Dick stripped it all off
be like missing the first two weeks of a new life.
and put on a “Classic” dope and tissue finish. MonoKote, he felt,
He thinks other Juniors from other countries will be missing
would be a little lighter for the electric system he is using, but it
for the same reason. Originally, Bulgaria had the Worlds marked
just did not feel and look to his liking. I have to agree. By March
for late July or early August, but they moved it into that time slot,
or April, Dick will have it done, and we are supposed to hook up
which is unfortunate for Matt.
and do some flying. By the next report, we should know how it
It will be flying season before you know it here in New
performs.
England. I’m looking forward to seeing everyone on the field.
And speaking of reports, this will be my last District I report. I May the winds of time be light, gentle, and steady for you all! SN
asked if I could back off a bit because I am selling my house and
—Will Moore
moving back to
Massachusetts. I expect to
sell my property in Rhode
Island this spring. It is up
for sale right now, but with
this economy it takes a
while. With the move, I
have to relocate two
businesses that are
operated from my house,
and then relocate all my
belongings.
I have done this six
times already, and each
time becomes more
traumatic for me. This
time I have to dismantle
my hobby workshop, pack
it all, and move it to my
new location. That is
almost as much trauma for
me as moving everything
else I have, so I need all
the concentration and time
and energy I can muster
up to accomplish the task.
I deeply appreciate the
honor to represent
everyone in District I. I
consider it a privilege. I
asked several of the active
members in the area if
they would consider
Don Herdman (R) sits on a porch swing with his grandson, Matt Colan. Don has graciously volunteered to serve as the new
serving in this position,
District I PAMPA vice president. Matt had to withdraw from this year’s CL World Championships so he could attend the first two
and Don Herdman has
weeks of his freshman year at Embree-Riddle.
graciously accepted the
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District II

New Jersey, New York

by Bud Wieder
I hope you all are doing well. We are at a point where our
building season should be going full blast. I personally have my
new electric Ryan’s Eagle 3 in the middle of being buttoned up.
My goal is to
have it in
prime by the
middle of
February.
The
Garden State
Circle
Burners had
their annual
Flea Market
on November
27th. The line
to get in at
8:00 AM was

Above: John Saunders
examines some of Ron
Heckler’s wares at 2011
GSCB Flea Market.
Right: Rich Giacobone (L)
and Noel Drindak enjoy
a chat at the flea market.
Below right: Pete
Hermans brought along
a few vintage kits to sell.

long, but it provided
a great chance to
talk to guys that you
haven’t seen in a
long while. There
were about forty
tables set up with
all kinds of good
stuff. One of the
items that I
purchased was a
bag of sixteen files of all different shapes and sizes—perfect for
my modeling needs and at the killer price of three whole dollars!
At the Flea Market you could buy anything from model kits to
totally built planes, modern motors and fuel, balsa, plans, antique
model engines, memorabilia, and more.
At twelve noon, Tom Hampshire started his annual auction.
The only problem was he started to auction off stuff that someone
had left on his auctioning table by mistake. The look on the
gentleman’s face when he saw “his” items, that he had just
purchased, being auctioned off was priceless. Tom turned a great

Above: There were lots of
tables full of neat modeling
stuff at the flea market.
Right: John Saunders, Ken
Cook and Shawn Cook
share a humorous story at
the GSCB Flea Market.

shade of magenta but in his usual fashion handled the problem
effortlessly.
It should be noted that Rich Peabody, who recently moved to
District V, did a great job of promoting the event through the
various online forums and via personal emails. Without his
efforts I don’t think the day would have been nearly as
successful.
Another annual Circle Burners event is the New Year’s Day
flying get-together. Because of the wet conditions at the club field,
the flying was moved to Rich Giacobone’s Pal Park flying field.
Ron Testa has provided a few words about the day at Pal Park,
along with some photos of the action there. Take it away, Ron!
The Garden State Circle Burners’ New Year’s Day Fun-Fly
was held at the Pal Park flying circles. What a great day of
weather! We had a terrific turnout and everybody took turns

The old master, John D’Ottavio—who is 89 years young—puts in a flight at the
Palisades Park site during the GSCB New Year’s Day Fun-Fly.
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Hunt-designed Caprices.
Frank’s is going to be
electric-powered and Rich’s
is going to be glowpowered. Hopefully, we will
have pictures of these
projects for use in the next
issue. Tom Hampshire is
building a profile Chance
Vought Kingfisher, and it
will also feature electric
power.
John D’Ottavio is
working on a new electricpowered version of his
The turnout for the GSCB New Year’s Day Fun-Fly was impressive.
Silencer design (not to be
Lots of fliers braved the cold to get in that first flight of 2012.
confused with Mike Palko’s
Silencer), and he should
flying. After flying, we all hung out and
have it finished by the publication of this
had a great BS session.
edition. Yet another electric original is
I brought my new Tutor 11 for its
under construction by Ron Heckler. Will
maiden flight with a new tank on it.
The wing is MonoKote covered and
the rest of the model is silkspan
covered. The fuselage has an
additional coat of .02 is carbon fiber
mat to strengthen it. I’m working on a
Barnstormer and hope to start an
Olympic soon.
Have a great building session this
winter and hope to see some great new
planes at the field come spring.
—Ron Testa
Stuff being built in District II
Rich Giacobone and Frank
Imbriaco are both building new Bob

Here’s Ron Testa’s new, MonoKote-covered, Tutor II. Nice
job, Ron!

District III

DeMauro is building a new electricpowered SV-22, and Jose Modesto is
working on a number of new electricpowered stunters. Hopefully, the lights in
District II will not go dim if these guys all
decide to charge their batteries at the same
time! SN
—Bud Wieder

Windy Urtnowski takes his grandson, Miles, out for
a stroll.

Ohio, Pennsylvania, West
Virginia

by Bob Hunt
District III, along with many other Northeastern districts, has
been experiencing the mildest winter in a long while. It’s been a
bit wet, but it has been mild and even warm on occasion. Because
of that, we have been able to get out and fly on a fairly regular
basis. The “rust” on our reflexes won’t be as hard to chip off as it
usually is when spring rolls around!
I promised to start publishing stories about District III PAMPA
members in this column, and the first one was submitted (with
just a tiny bit of arm bending) by Dennis Baer. So, take it away,
Dennis!
My Control Line Bio:
“I received a control line model airplane as a Christmas
present when I was approximately twelve years old. The model
was an orange and blue plastic Piper Cub that was powered by a
1
/2A engine. The engine was almost impossible to start, and the
plane was nearly impossible to fly! After crashing this plane, I
met some other kids in the Reading, Pennsylvania area who were
flying 1/2A -powered, balsa-winged models. I had fun flying with
them for two summers, at which time we abandoned the hobby to
pursue girls and cars. My last plane during that period was a Fox
.29-powered Flite Streak.
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Dennis Baer (at left in photo) is shown here with one of District II’s most
distinguished gentlemen, John D’Ottavio. The scene is Bob Hunt’s shop, and
John had just installed the wing into the fuselage of his new electric-powered
Silencer. Looks like they are both happy with John’s work. Bob Hunt photo.

“In the mid eighties, while living outside Philadelphia, I
again dabbled in the hobby for one summer. I met Bruce
Stecker, and he introduced me to the Philly Flyers. I flew
just a couple of times with them at their old field. At that
time I was competing in team tennis as well as individual
tennis tournaments, and I naturally devoted almost all my
time to that sport.
“Having moved back to Reading five years ago, I
happened to drive by Drenkel Field, which is the home field
of the Flying Dutchmen Aeromodelers, and they were
having a blast with the Philly Flyers who visit Reading
annually. I stopped to watch and met Bob Fryer, President of
the Flying Dutchmen club. Bob and the other members got
me started flying again.
“This time my involvement in the sport is for keeps. I fly
as much as possible, and I have begun to compete in
contests. I flew in the PAMPA Beginner class last year and
experienced a modicum of success. I am working on the
pattern so that I can move up a class in the near future, and
then I’ll see how far I can progress.
“After reading Ron Heckler’s article in Model Aviation
magazine about his electric Apache, I decided to give
electric power a try. I now have one electric plane, and I really
enjoy the benefits of electric flight. As with most beginners in
Control Line, I have had the support of several very helpful
people. Three who come to mind as particularly helpful are
Dennis Bieber, Ron Heckler, and Bob Hunt.
“I am currently working on an original design model that is
based on Randy Smith’s Vector numbers. It will be electricpowered and have the looks of a jet.”
—Dennis Baer
Thanks, Dennis! I can tell you that Dennis’ new Vector .40based ship is taking shape nicely, and he should have it ready for
a jump into Intermediate this summer.
Okay, who’s going to be the next District III victim, er, ah,
subject of a short modeling bio? Please write something up and
send it in along with a few photos.
Volunteer eeded
I wrote in my last column about having a District III
competition Points Championship for each class of PAMPA
Stunt, one for Classic, one for OTS, and an overall Points
Champion, as well. My idea is to supply a form in PDF format
(or one that can be sent via mail and then copied as many times
as required) that each District III competitor can print out and
take to each contest in which he/she competes and have the ED or
CD sign and validate any and all top three placings.
Those forms will then have to be sent to someone who will
keep track of the points and report who wins the championship in
each class. I also committed to sponsoring the trophies for the
first season’s points championship. In order to make all this
happen, I will need a volunteer to receive the forms and do the
recording and the reporting. Any takers? I’m up to my eyeballs
editing this newsletter/magazine and serving as your District
Director. I need for someone to step up and help out. Give me a
shout if you are willing.
Joe’s Cheetah
One of the finest designers and builders in this hobby/sport is
Joe Adamusko, and we are very proud to have him right here in
District III! Joe’s gorgeous semiscale Spitfires have graced these
pages many times in the past. He is an absolute master at making
elliptical wings. His latest original design is something he calls
the Cheetah, and it features one of his oval masterpieces. In this

Left: Joe Adamusko is building a new
electric-powered model, and a new
glow-powered model, and they share
the same wing and tail group! Here he
is with the electric fuselage for his
original design Cheetah. Bob Hunt
photo.
Below: Here’s the “electronics bay” of
the electric Cheetah’s fuselage. Very
clean work! Bob Hunt photo.

Left: The electric Cheetah
fuselage and the tail feathers
get a coat of silver. Joe
Adamusko photo.

Right: Here the wing gets a coat
of silver. Joe Adamusko photo.

Above: Joe chose to use a
very bright yellow as the base
color coat. His work is simply
beautiful in all respects. Joe
Adamusko photo.
Left: The fuselage also gets a
coat of yellow. Note the
custom formed bubble
canopy. Touches like that set
Joe’s ships apart. Joe
Adamusko photo.
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case, however, it is really two ships in one,
as Joe has decided to try electric power,
but also wants to be able to fly this one
with a glow engine at times.
He’s made the Cheetah a take-apart
ship that has two different fuselages—one
for electric power and one that mounts a
glow engine. I’ll not go too deep into
details here about this one because I’m
planning on trying to get Joe to agree to
publish this ship as a construction feature
in Stunt ews in the future (or at least as
an Appearance Point feature…). Joe
recently visited my shop and brought
along the component parts of the Cheetah
for some show and tell. The workmanship
and innovative thinking evident in this
model just blew me away. I took a few
shots of Joe’s ship (on the previous page)
to use as a teaser.
On his visit Joe also brought along a
modeler who I haven’t seen in many years
but remember vividly, Lou Ruger. Joe
Adamusko, Joe Atwell, Dave Rees, and
Lou Ruger all came on the eastern stunt
scene as a sort of team in the early 1970s.
They were great builders and fliers, and
they were really friendly, helpful, and funloving guys. Joe Adamusko took a long
sabbatical and then returned to the sport
several years back. I asked Joe to relate the
story about how Lou Ruger found his way
back to stunt flying. Take it away, Joe!

business contact friend named Bill
Linderman. While sitting near Bill’s desk,
Lou noticed a model airplane photo on the
cover of a magazine lying on the desk. A
brief discussion revealed a surprising
discovery that they both had a latent
interest in control line stunt.

I invited Lou and Bill to a local flying
field where we did some re-acquaintance
flying later that summer. Since 2007 Lou
has gotten back into stunt as much as his
business work load permits, and he has
built a couple of new stunt models that he
enjoys flying on his Friday off days.”
—Joe Adamusko
On a very sad note that relates to this
story, Dave Rees passed away in late
January of this year. Dave, as many of you
know, finished out his modeling career as
a top level Free Flight Scale modeler, and
he even dabbled a bit in RC Scale.

Lou built one of Joe Adamusko’s nifty Bucks 550
designs to get started again. Joe Adamusko photo.

The late Dave Rees holds his virtually flawless T-38
Talon. He will be missed… Jim Boyd photo.

But, before that he was a very
accomplished CL Stunt designer, builder,
and flier. His Hawker Siddeley Gnat, T-38
Talon, Dazzler, and F-5 Freedom Fighter
models were among the finest examples of
craftsmanship and finishing I’ve ever seen.
Here are Joe and Lou’s Bucks 550 models at Joe’s
Warminster PA flying field. Joe Adamusko photo.

“Lou told Bill that back in the early
1970s he had some flying buddies named
Joe Adamusko, Joe Atwell, and Dave
Rees. Bill Linderman gave me a courtesy
call, told me about meeting with Lou, and
asked if I would want to get in touch with
him. Of course I said yes, and the reunion
with a long lost flying buddy was
underway.
Dave built this stunning F-5 Freedom fighter. Note
the sidewinder missiles.

Lou Ruger is back into stunt flying after a long
layoff. Here he poses with his original design, Iron
Horse. Joe Adamusko photo.

“Lou Ruger stepped away from flying
control line stunt after the 1976 Nats, in
order to concentrate on building an HVAC
systems balancing business and raising his
family.
“One day in the early spring of 2007,
Lou was on a business trip to North Jersey
negotiating a bid with an industrial
construction contractor. The firm’s
representative happened to be a 20+ year
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The story of how Lou and Bill Linderman met makes
for interesting reading. Joe Adamusko photo.

In this shot you can see the fabulous interior
detailing and the hand-painted flags which adorned
both sides of the fuselage!

Left: This is Gene Schaffer’s
original, Classic legal “OosaAmma.” Can you guess how
it got its name? See text for
explanation. It will soon be a
construction article in Stunt
News. Bob Hunt photo.
Below: Here’s Bob Hunt’s
rendition of Gene’s first twinrudder ship. It features a
foam wing, just as the original
had in 1969. Bob Hunt photo.

Here’s another amazing example of Dave Rees’
work. This one was called the Dazzler, and it lived
up to its name…

He was a true gentleman, as well, and
he will be missed by the entire modeling
community. Fair skies, light winds, and
thermals, my old friend…
VSC Venture
I have been invited by Ken Armish and
Allen Buck—two fellow District III
members—to join them and District IV
PAMPA member, Watt Moore, on a VSC
road trip. I made this trip, via my trusty
Chevy Astro Van, nine years in a row with
Bill Werwage some years back, and, even
though those trips were a blast and
supplied great memories that I will never
forget, I swore that I’d never make that
grueling drive out West again.
I’ve come to know Ken and Alan very
well over the past few years, and they visit
my shop fairly regularly these days. They
have become very good friends, and I
can’t think of anything that would be more
fun than to share a road trip to VSC with
them and Watt.
Ken has a new, and very neat looking,
Tacoma club-cab pickup truck, and he also
has a very spacious, enclosed trailer in
which to carry the planes. In fact, Ken and
Alan came up recently and we spent a full
day designing and making a secure
carrying rack from 2-pound foam. It can
safely and securely hold ten airplanes, so
we have nicknamed the trailer the
Lexington!
Two of those slots are reserved for my
two Classic ships. After having received
threats from some of my “buddies” in
Tucson that if I dared return with my
veteran Caprice, they would “burn it and
hang me,” I decided to build a new ship
for this year’s contest. I think they were
kidding, but with “Ice Man” Whitely you
can never be sure…
I have always wanted to build a Gene
Schaffer design for Classic. My Caprice
design was actually just a Gene Schaffer
Blackbird with different tip, cowl, and L/G
fairing shapes, so I wanted to do one of his
other designs.
Gene didn’t draw plans for many of his
pre-1970 designs, opting to just build
“right on the wood” in most cases. One of

Here’s a shot of the bottom of Gene’s
original ship. It has a very large wing and
canted-in landing gear. Bob Hunt photo.

my favorite Gene Schaffer designs is the
“Oosa-Amma.” That plane was actually
the first model in the Stunt Machine
family, but in those days Gene didn’t name
his ships. The Stunt Machine name was
actually coined by the legendary Don
McGovern, who was the Flying Models
editor in the early 1970’s. He saw Gene’s
ship and was impressed enough by it to
invite Gene to submit a construction
article about it. When he asked Gene what
the name of the model was, Gene told him
it didn’t have a name. Don told Gene that
it had to have a name in order to be
published, and so gave it the Stunt
Machine moniker right on the spot!
The model that I have chosen to
replicate is the first of Gene’s twin rudder
designs. There were three in all, with a
bubble canopy version of the published
Stunt Machine rounding out the series.
The first ship in that series was much
larger than the subsequent models in the
series, and it had “USA” painted in huge
letters on the left wing panel, and the
letters “AMA” in equally huge letters on
the right wing panel. When he sat it on the
flight line at its first contest outing, Bill
Simons took one look at it and asked
Gene, “What’s an Oosa-Amma”?
Gene said, “What the heck are you

talking about?” Bill said, “The name on
the wing; what does it mean?” Gene
said, There’s no name on the wing!”
Bill retorted, “Yes there is, USA-AMA,
Oosa-Amma!” And it became
forevermore known in eastern stunt
folklore as the Oosa-Amma.
Fortunately, even though there were
never any plans drawn of the Oosa-Amma,
the actual original model still exists and is
still in very good condition. Gene gave the
model to his friend, Ray Moore, and when
Ray passed away, his wife Andrea held
onto it as a keepsake. She very graciously
lent it to me awhile back so that I could
carefully measure it and make accurate
plans. Bob Kruger took my pencils and
transposed them into a very nice set of
CAD plans. It is our intention to publish
the design in Stunt ews in memory of
Gene. Bob and I are asking that all
proceeds from the eventual plan sales of
this design go into the PAMPA Junior FAI
fund in Gene’s name.
So, it is my intention to fly the OosaAmma at VSC this year, but just in case it
doesn’t trim out quickly, I’m using one of
those ten slots in the trailer to bring my
old trusty Caprice with me just one more
time. If you are at VSC and see me
carrying the Caprice towards the circle,
please give me a heads up if you see
Whitely anywhere near me with a lighter
and a rope…
Till next time, Fly Stunt! SN
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District IV
by Steve Fitton

Delaware, District of Columbia,
Maryland, North Carolina, Virginia

I must begin this latest column with some sad news. As many of
you may already know, Dave Reyes passed away on the 27th of
November after a tenacious struggle against pancreatic cancer.
Dave was a very active and popular member of the NVCL club
and a common sight at venues like Brodaks and the FCM, and he
was always available anytime the club needed somebody to come
out for a demo.
Dave was somebody who loved to build, and his favorite
building projects were Jack Sheeks’ I-Beam models. Dave had
serious skills when it came to the building bench, and his models
always were very well executed. It’s a bitter and painful loss made
all the worse for how young Dave was, and I know all the NVCL
guys and everyone who knew Dave is pretty down right now.

Dave Reyes poses with
his brand new I-Beam
Hurricane stunter. Ron
King photo.

Dave poses with his
“Sheik,” a Jack
Sheeks designed
stunter at the FCM
contest. You will be
missed Dave. Crist
Rigotti photo.

It’s hard to
comprehend
God’s plan
when things
like this
happen, yet
Dave himself
had a very
strong faith
that was
unshaken by
his condition
and sustained
him during his
ordeal. Maybe
there is a
lesson in that.
If nothing
else, at least I
can bet Dave
would have
wanted everybody to go out and build an I-Beamer or two to
remember him by. I have a few pictures of Dave from happier
times to share with you here:
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On the 26th of December, one of the original “plank owners”
of the Norfolk Aeromodelers club passed away when Tom Perry
died from liver cancer. Tom had been an active pilot in combat
back in the 1970s when the primary focus of the Aeromodelers
was racing, speed, and combat, but he remained an active club
member through the club’s transition to aerobatics, although age
and declining health reduced his participation at the flying circle.
He could still build with tremendous speed and was known to
show up at the Norfolk building contest with three or four
airplanes ready to go. He also loved to collect stuff, whether it
was engines, magazines, or just parts. He may also be the only
person who got a CL airplane to execute a flat spin, a maneuver I
witnessed with my own eyes a few years back! May you rest in
peace, Tom.
On a happier subject, the King Orange International contest
took place on January 14 and 15, back at its old site in Starke,
Florida. The X-47 Flyers club recovered quickly from the loss of
their awesome new field in St. Augustine and were able to get
things organized for a very smooth contest at the fairgrounds site.
The weather was good for Florida in January, which meant it was
only a little below freezing in the mornings! Actually, it warmed
up to about 55 degrees on Saturday and was a balmy 60 degrees
by Sunday afternoon.
The winds were moderate, with gusts to maybe 15 mph now
and then but usually lower most of the weekend. The turnout was
quite good and kept the judges out on the circles until late in the
day both days. In fact, by the end of the weekend you could
really tell who had been judging, because the combination of
wind/cold and sun had really blasted their skin! The big
fairgrounds building allowed plenty of space out of the cold and
wind for vendors.
One noteworthy item on the vendor front was the fact that
Tom Morris brought his new electric power wares to the KOI. I
think about half his inventory is dedicated to E-power now,
including some neat premade motor crutch assemblies that had
“whatever motor you can think of” already installed into the
crutch! The vendors included Morris, Tom Dixon, Walter
Umland, Bill Hodges, and probably a few more that I may have
missed. With all the space inside, it was starting to look like a
flea market for stunt. A few more contests down there and more
people may come down to shop than fly!
Several guys had some really good results down at the KOI.
Florida’s Dave Hallas deserves kudos for coming back from a
rough crash in practice Saturday that wiped out his primary
plane, regrouping to earn the Beginner win on Sunday flying his
OTS model. John Simpson had a heck of a weekend, ending up
on the podium in every event he entered, including first in N-30,
second in Classic, second in PA Expert, and second in the
Perpetual Trophy fly-off, all with his trusty AT-36-powered
Cavalier! Joe Gilbert came down from Oklahoma to take top
awards in Profile and OTS. Tom Morris and his electric-powered
Cavalier profile came away with a second place in Profile and the
win in PA Advanced.
As for District IV guys, congrats must go to Maryland’s Brad
Smith, who came back after a year’s layoff and won Intermediate
with a Nobler. His buddy, Lloyd Gregory, came down with him,
but Lloyd didn’t fly this time. Bub Reese backed up his October
Huntersville win with a strong second place finish in Advanced,

while William Davis volunteered for
rough duty, spending Saturday judging
OTS with Rich Peabody. Will flew PA
Expert on Sunday and showed continued
improvement as he gains time with his
modified SV-11.
Now it’s on to building season,
although, as this is written, real winter
seems to have decided to not visit District
IV this year. So maybe we can do some
flying as well as building this winter.
Rumor has it that Eddy Ruane is hard at
work on a most awesome Rabe Bearcat,
and maybe next issue we will have some
coverage of that and other projects
underway around the area.
One last quick note as this goes to
press: District V PAMPA Director and
friend, Eric Viglione, had some odd trim
problems in his Rapier stunter at the KOI
that turned out to be, upon closer
inspection, an elevator horn slider coming
apart in a way identical to Jim Aron’s horn
at the Nats.
Eric was lucky to avoid Jim’s
disastrous outcome to the failure (by
having to go home early with the
“plague”), but my point here is that if you
are using adjustable or ball link controls,
winter might just be a good time to pull
that access hatch off and look at the
controls.
Hopefully the District V column in
either this or the next issue will have a
more detailed account of the issue and the
fix for it. Till then, be careful out there. SN

TJ Weedman had a busy weekend, working as pit boss, bringing home a third place trophy in
Advanced, and, it would seem, flipping over his mom’s car!

Cindy Weedman runs the sign-in table as Bub
Reese enters an event.

Tom Morris’s electric-power profile Cavalier works
through the overheads during its flight in Profile
stunt at KOI.

Harmless fuzzball Brad Smith took time off from
scaring bikers to come down to the KOI from his
native Maryland. Here he is seen with Jim Catavenis
before Profile stunt on Saturday.
Ronnie Thompson brings his red Cavalier through
the level laps during an official flight in Classic stunt.

The 2012 King Orange International had a great
turnout. Here is a partial view of the pit area for
Classic and Profile.

William Davis was nice enough to offer his services
as a judge at the KOI Saturday. He and Rich
Peabody worked the OTS circle.

Ronnie’s Cavalier finishes the judged portion of the
inverted laps under the watchful eyes of judges
Curtiss Ship and Lynn Weedman.

March/April 2012 73

Florida’s Smith brothers entered this prototype of the
Umland profile Van Loo Chipmunk. The model went
from its first flights to competing in Profile on KOI
weekend.

The big Sig Ultimate bipe was quite a sight and
sound as Brad guided it through the pattern.

The Brodak .25 on Tom Dixon’s Ringmaster stands
ready for another OTS flight.

Joe Gilbert visualizes his flight in Expert before his
turn on the circle.

Bub Reese holds Brad Smith’s modified Sig Ultimate
Bipe before a flight in Profile stunt.

Tom Morris was one of the many vendors who took
advantage of the huge amount of floor space at the
fairgrounds building at the KOI.

Brad Smith concentrates on guiding his biplane
stunter through the wind in the second round.
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Colleen Gilbert launches husband Joe’s T-Rex
under the gaze of Expert judges Les MacDonald
and Lynn Weedman.

The Advanced/Expert pit area on a brisk Sunday morning at the King Orange.

William Davis’s modified SV-11 ARC waits for Will to
fire up the ST .60 for another Expert flight.

Will Davis’s #21 SV-11 comes over the top of the
wing over. William’s ST .60 ran perfectly in the cold
conditions at the KOI.
The entire Weedman family puts in a tremendous
amount of effort to run the King Orange. Here Lynn
and Tom get ready for the trophy presentation.

William burns in a flight in PAMPA Expert.

Wayne Smith brings his PA .61-powered Tracer
stunter around the inverted laps.

Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi,
Puerto Rico, South Carolina, Tennessee
Another King Orange, another job well done by the X47 club! I
wish I could say I was personally there to witness all of the
proceedings, but, alas, a little microbe was to be my undoing.

Friday night shop session at the Best Western. Steve Fitton reassembling after
tank shim adjustment. Viglione photo.

A view of the Rogues Gallery at the concluding
ceremonies of the 2012 King Orange.

District V
by Eric Viglione
Funny, no amount of practice or preparation can foresee the effect
of the common cold.
I rolled in Friday for practice, and the previous front had
passed, leaving the weather a little windy and cold. It was to get
better as the weekend progressed.
Steve Fitton of District IV fame was chasing a bit of engine
run asymmetry, so we did an after-dinner shop session on the
tank shim. While it was apart, we also noted his venturi was not
of the stock variety, so we swapped it with the smaller stock
spare #12 that was handy. This proved to make his PA61 a little
more user friendly in the cold winter air.
Saturday dawned to a chilly start, but people eventually
thawed out and started flying Profile, Classic, Nostalgia 30, OTS,
and Combat out back on the grass circles. It was a long day, with
a lot of contestants. I spent the morning watching, took a few
photos, and retired to my hotel with some over-the-counter meds.
I returned later Saturday afternoon and actually put up a couple
of practice flights, thinking I might be well enough to fly on
Sunday.
Of note on Saturday, Wayne Smith had been given the job of
building the prototype Profile Chipmunk for Walter Umland. This
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was of course finished shortly before the KOI and test flown
there. I watched this profile fly and can attest to its potential.
Wayne flew it in competition in Profile, and you could see him
getting better with it by the round 8s. Given a little more trim,
handle adjustment, and stick time, this will surely be a winner.

The KOI is a great place to buy and sell. Tables are available in the spacious
shelter for vendors. You never know what you will find, like this cornucopia of
stunt stuff. Also, there was Tom Dixon with fuel, plans, and his line of Double
Star engines, Tom Morris with his traveling hardware booth, and several other
private sales. Viglione photo.

Also seen in profile was this nice profile Cavalier by Ronnie Thompson. It looks
like he used colored tissue for trim and his lettering and AMA numbers. Neat!
Viglione photo.

The registration and tabulation is always painless and efficient, as these two
ladies and their little helpers made sure. Viglione photo.

Wayne Smith’s prototype Umland Profile Chipmunk. Viglione photo.
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Ronnie captured in level flight. Fitton photo.

It was good to see Phil Coopy out and about with his
Profile GeeBee Viglione photo.

New to District V, Rich Peabody doesn’t waste any
time getting to work judging OTS alongside William
Davis. Fitton photo.

Dave Hallas was seen taking the gold in Beginner.
Fitton photo.
This ignition Humongous was seen in the OTS pits.
Fitton photo.

This nice Spitfire was seen being flown by Ronnie
Thompson. Fitton photo.

Tom Morris, seen explaining the joys of e-power.
Viglione photo.

Tom Morris’ Cav-E-Lier. Viglione photo.
Derek Barry and Roy Trantham take in the show on
a sunny Florida Sunday afternoon at the KOI. Fitton
photo.

Tom Dixon enjoying some OTS out back on the
grass. Viglione photo.

Brad Smith drew a lot of attention flying this
Ultimate Profile Bipe. I was impressed with the
plane’s agility in the pattern. Viglione photo.

Saturday night was a rough night for
me, as I went from bad to worse, leaving
hopes of recovery in time to compete
dashed. Sunday morning I rolled by the
field, which is less than a ¼ mile from the
hotel, made my wimpy farewells, and
bailed while I was still in some condition
to make the drive home.

Mark this day on your calendars, folks: Derek Barry
seen here taking a ride on Jim Smith’s E-Tracer.
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He does it again! Les McDonald presents Derek
Barry the KOI Expert Fly-Off perpetual trophy. Fitton
photo.

Full results for the KOI should be
elsewhere in this issue. Once again, the
X47s pull off a winner. Be sure to put this
event on your short list of contests you
just have to go to.
In other news, our local club host, the
Manatee Radio Control Club, has
dedicated our control line circle to the
memory of our recently departed friend
and flyer, Owen Richards. Owen’s widow,
Lou, was present for the ceremony at our
annual club picnic. She was very happy
and overcome with the surprise.

year, with an elevator slider horn failure. I
noticed something wasn’t quite right after
one flight at the club field this past
Sunday, I had a hunt in level flight that
was never there before, and I had to
double-clutch the pullout on the hourglass
to get the full corner completed. I thought
it was just me at first and didn’t fully
suspect the plane yet, but as time passed
and I was up to fly next, I became more
and more suspicious, finally deciding to
pass and inspect it. And boy, was I lucky I
did!
At the field when I first went to inspect
it, I locked the leadouts and first checked
flap, then elevator slop. Then I played the
elevators directly against the flaps. I should
note at this point that I have been chasing
handle neutral on this plane for the last few
flying sessions, and things seemed a little
inconsistent as I just couldn’t nail it down,
always just blaming myself. At any rate, in
my inspection I noticed some slop from
what appeared to be the back end, so I
decided to check the rear ball link. I also
didn’t have much else to choose from, since
that’s my only inspection hatch to any part
of the control system.
When I popped the inspection hatch at
the field, the 4/40 was still dead tight, and
when I went to loosen it, the whole
assembly was moving freely up and down
in the slot, and the brass nut on the back
was spinning freely within the widened
slot with the 4/40 still dead lock tight. My
stomach sank and I said something rather
ungentlemanly, realizing instantly that I
had just ducked a bullet.

It can happen to you!
My SV31 Rapier almost went the same
way as Jim Aron’s ship did at the Nats last

Stunt News 78

It occurred to me that the best way to hold the nut
was to thread it half way through the back side with
a long 4/40 bolt, so I could hold it on the back side
while I drove it from the other side with a 4/40 ball
driver.

Washer installed, you can see I roughed the back
side of the washer, and that I straightened the slot in
the horn.

Before: View from hatch before repair, note the
oblong spread in the horn slot. This was allowing the
ball link to slip in the slot.

Dedication of the Owen Richards Memorial Control
Line Circle at the Manatee County RC field. L-R
Tommy Kitt, Bill Cryer, Lou Richards, Eric Viglione.
Jim Kitt photo.

fuselage in order to do the work—a small
price to pay compared to a crash. I tried
making a special tool to hold the nut from
the main access hatch, but I just couldn’t
make it work reliably, and I still had to be
able to reassemble it without dropping
everything inside the plane and having to
do a shake-n-bake to get it out. So, I used
the same sharpened 1-inch diameter brass
tube I had used in the original construction
to make the necessary opposed access
hatch.

Doing some research, I spoke with Tom
Morris, emailed Jim Aron, and discovered
that this is exactly what happened to Jim,
as well. The fix is to straighten the horn
slot, and to add a fender washer between
the ball and the horn. It turns out the small
radius of the ball spreads the slot over
time. My Rapier only had an access hatch
on one side of the plane, so I was forced to
add a second hole on the other side of the

As noted previously about my King
Orange experience, I also probably would
have lost the plane if I hadn’t got sick and
left the King Orange early the previous
week, since in the heat of competition I
would have probably just forged ahead,
despite any funnies I felt.
If I had to do a post-mortem and had
found this after a crash, there would have
always been a tiny, unspoken yet nagging
little shadow of self-doubt as to whether
the failure was pre or post-crash. So
besides saving the plane from a premature
demise, I’ve also saved a lot of mental
gymnastics, and hopefully I will have also
saved one of you from the same, as well!
Until next time, see ya’ on the circle! SN

Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Missouri

District VI
by Allen Brickhaus

I sent out a request to have our District VI members submit a
brief description of their modeling career. My good friend Jack
Sheeks is my first submission return. Here’s his story…
“I haven’t figured out how to send an old picture on this
contraption yet, so I’ll have to send it by snail mail. Check some
of my old articles and I know there are a bunch of pictures of me
and models; take your pick.
“Anyway, I started modeling before CL Stunt really got a good
start. We all flew free-flight models and what-have-you. By the
time I turned 17, I had discovered stunt by watching guys fly the
old time pattern. That was before George (Aldrich) designed the
new stunt pattern.
“By then I had actually placed in a local contest. My prize was
a tube of glue. That was okay, as I was out and had new model on
the bench to build.
“I then joined a model club called the Grounded Gremlins.
They were already flying the new pattern. My stunt schooling
and instructions began. From then on I progressed rapidly. It cost
me 29 full-sized airplanes along the way to become half way
proficient. And that was just in the first year of the new pattern.
So keep practicing. You will improve.”

If you are going to any Chicago event, take in some great German food at
Bauer’s Brauhaus at 45 W. Slade Street in Palatine, Illinois.

Jack, you have helped me. As a message to you, Jack, keep
healthy and continue to be our friend.
This issue will host coverage of the Western Kentucky/Southern
Illinois Stunt Champs, the Treetown Modelaires, the Team Trials,
and the New Albany Skyliners event. SN
Steve Smith gets in some
practice time at the Western
Kentucky/Southern Illinois Stunt
Champs during the middle of
August of 2011. We finally had
some decent temperatures to run
the contest this year instead of
extreme heat. Look for the WKSI
to be August 18 and 19, 2012.

This was the WKSI High Point Trophy. The award will be the same this year.
Bill Allen helped me find the Hurricane Glass to attach to the award base.
Thanks, Bill.

Buzz Paricka signs up and confronts the energetic Jim Renkar at the Treetown
Modelaires contest held over the Labor Day weekend each year at the Aurora
Airport.

The new FAI F2B US Team Members are Paul Walker, David Fitzgerald, and
Orestes Hernandez. Our Junior Team Member is Matt Colan.
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Jim Schuett gets some administrative duties
accomplished at the Modelaires event.
Gene Scheiderer and Pete Mick work to repair the
Top Flite Score.

Bill Smith weighs in Jordan Segal’s Top Flite Tutor II
at the Modelaires contest at the Aurora Airport.

Gene Scheiderer and Pete Mick from the
Milwaukee area prepare for flights at the Treetown
event.

Bill Smith heaves a good launch for a Top Flight
Score at the Treetown contest.

Mike Starrett and Brian Skees check out the action
at the New Albany Skyliners event on the Clark
County, Indiana, Airport.

Jane and Byron Barker get the administration job
done at the Skyliners’ contest.

Gene Scheiderer and Pete Mick from the Milwaukee
area prepare for flights at the Treetown event.

Fred Krueger prays for good winds at the Treetown
venue over the Labor Day weekend.
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Crist Rigotti brings his model off the circle at the
Modelaires venue in the Chicago area around the
Labor Day weekend.

Allen Goff awaits a signal from his pit man to get in
a practice flight at the New Albany contest.

Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota,
Wisconsin
Hi, everybody. Not a lot to report here in District VII, as this
time of year we’ve got cold snow and wind. However, it is
building season for us, which is one of my favorite things about
our event, so I figured I should mention a few of the new projects
underway in our area.
First off, Crist Rigotti, from Iowa, is working on a new
weapon for the contest circuit. It’s a new electric-powered
stunter, and, from the drawing he provided, I think it will look
really good. As usual for Crist, he plans to do his exceptional job
of combining MonoKote and paint. By the way, Crist draws
really nice plans (see below). Mine kinda look like purple crayon
on construction paper by comparison.

District VII
by Bob McDonald

Start of lost foam wing construction.
Photo by C. Rigotti.

Plans for new electric stunter by Crist Rigotti. Photo
by C.Rigotti.

Crist also provided a description of the technical aspects of the
new machine:
“I’m building a new electric-powered stunter this winter. It
will have a 55½-inch wingspan with 585 square inches of wing
area. It is also a tricycle landing gear design. It will have a ‘Lost
Foam’ wing and a full fuselage that sports a jet-like look. I’m
planning on a red, white, and blue color scheme similar to the
USAF Thunderbirds.
“The root airfoil thickness is 13/4 inches while the tip is 1½
inches. The tail volume is about 27% with a 60/40 split between
the stabilizer and elevator. The target weight is 50 ounces.
“I plan on using a Scorpion SII-3020-720 kv motor, a Phoenix
45 ESC, Hubin FM-9 timer, and Thunder Power 5S 2700mAh
batteries. As usual, the lifting surfaces will be MonoKoted, while
the fuselage, fin, and rudder will be covered using .2-ounce
carbon fiber and Sig dope. With the wing, stab, flaps, elevators,
fin, and rudder constructed but not covered, the weight is 12
grams over budget. It does look like I’ll be able to make up the
weight difference when building the fuselage. On this model I’m
going with tapered flaps and elevators.”
—Crist Rigotti

Completed wing and tail assembly. Photo by C. Rigotti.
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Apogee 4 flown in 2010
and 2011 Nats. Photo by
Bob McDonald.

Fuselage assembly in jig fixture. Photo by C. Rigotti.

Apogee 5 completed wing and tail
assembly. Photo by Bob McDonald.

Motor installation. Photo by C. Rigotti.

I am also building something new for
Expert this year. It will be similar to the
Apogee 4 I have used the past two years.
This time I will be using a Lost Foam
wing with minor changes to the wing tip
flap and tail shape.
Also, I am going back to the fuselage
mounted landing gear used in the earlier
Apogee versions, mostly because I fly on
primarily grass fields and the style of the
airplane lends itself to that configuration.
Power will be a PA .75. The wings will
be covered with Polyspan and the solid
surfaces with .2-ounce carbon fiber and
Randolph dope up to color.
The colors will be PPG automotive
DBU or DBC base coat with Stratoclear
poly urethane on top. Haven’t decided on
what colors at this point, but I think the
overall trim scheme will be similar to the
one I’ve been flying.
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Engine mount crutch for PA .75 Apogee 5.
Photo by Bob McDonald.

Tom Polk, from Farmington, Michigan,
is also planning on completing his new
PAMPA ship based on an earlier version
of my Apogee design.
It has the same composite Balsa
carbon and fiberglass wing as the
Apogee 4 but with the older moment
arrangement.
He has restyled the body somewhat to
his taste; unfortunately, we couldn’t get a
picture in time for this publication. It is

ready for filler, and he plans to use the
same paint system I described above.
Well, that is all I have for now. I am
sure there is much more activity out there,
and please feel free to send stuff to me. SN
—Bob McDonald
My email: bobsp47@sbcglobal.net
Snail mail: Bob McDonald
28746 Westfield Livonia MI 48150
Phone: (734) 421-4330

Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, Texas
Time marches on! The last two years I
have posted photos of why we were not
practicing in Texas right now. This year
we were blessed with a great day for the
annual January 1 gathering at the Dallas
club field.
Clear skies, mild temps, and mild
winds signaled a good start for the 2012
flying season. From the usual stunt ships
and profiles to Dave Ek’s annual parade of
the exotic helis, a good time was had by
all.
Of course, the annual breaking of bread
together at Chubby’s always caps off a
great day! I will post a few photos of the
day’s activity this time.
Your ancient scribe has passed the Eighty
Year mark, so once again you will get a bit
of history about how it was in “the dark
ages” of control line flying before
anybody could do a loop or fly inverted!
Least ways, up in St. Paul where I lived.
In late 1945, kits for the Strato-Cat
(construction similar to the Fireball) and
Strato-Kitten were available. These were
for class “C” (.60’s) and “B” (typically an
Ohlsson .23) engines. These, I believe,
were Bill Warner designs.
Along with these was a Strato-Trainer,
designed by Jerry Alger, probably a flying
bud of Mr. Warner. As far as I know, this
was the first profile CL model ever
marketed.
The kit used a Strato-Cat wing and
came with exceptionally well detailed
notes on construction, wiring up the
ignition system, making up of the lines,
etc., plus a note to write for a booklet,
“Inside Information,” with tips on flying,
stunting, hot fuels, etc.
The first one of these that I saw was
built by Bill Kuehn, who owned a hobby
shop in St Paul. He powered (?) it with a
Baby Cyclone, and we flew it in back of
the Chevy dealer across the street from his
shop.
The other one had a DeLong .30 engine
and was flown by Leonard Nalty, who was
about nine years old. He placed fifth in
Junior at the 1947 Nats with it!
Somehow or other, Dave Ek acquired
one of these in a half-built condition
which he finished and had it out on the
First. This one uses a Fox .35 and motors
along quite nicely. Would it do a loop? I
wouldn’t bet a whole lot of money on it!
For sure, it would not do it under 60
degrees high. It was a pretty small

airplane, only a 36-inch wingspan, so one
cannot expect a lot from it, but it did meet
the intended purpose for its time.
For those who like to collect, or at least
look at and drool over model plans, I ran
across a web site that has over 2,200
vintage and old time plans available for
free downloading. All types — free flight
and control line — so go on in and look
around.
You might even find a model you built
when you were a kid. I found an old FF
model, the Spearhead Jr., from my teen
years. There are also four Nobler plans
there. Anyway, check it out; the web site is
www.outerzone.co.uk/index.asp
Just prior to the deadline for this issue
of Stunt ews, Flora and I travelled to
Whiting NAS in Milton, FL, to see our
grandaughter LTjg Jill Hannah and
twenty-nine other of the nation’s finest
young people get gold Navy wings pinned
on their uniforms.
Since your taxes pay for this, I thought
you might like to know where some of it
goes! Two of the musts if you visit the
Pensacola area are to visit the Naval Air
Museum and to dine at McGuires Pub.
The pub patrons sign dollar bills, and they
are then pinned to the walls and ceiling.
There is over a million dollars up there!

District VIII
by Don Hutchinson
more current news on the haps in District
VIII as we get further into the year.
Meanwhile, I do not plan to run for the
District VIII post again this year, so start
looking for a few good candidates to
nominate for the position. Note: Photo
credits go to David Russum, except for the
Florida pictures. SN
—Don

Teaching his daughter, Gracie, how to fly! That’s
what. Way to go, Doug.

If you are looking for a lot of stunt
activity, Texas is the place for you. From
February to November, I count thirteen
stunt contests held on an annual basis in
District VIII!
A number of us also range out a little
further to take in the Nats, VSC, Wichita,
or Topeka. Sadly, I don’t make it to as
many as I used to, but I will be getting
reports and photos, so you can expect
My K&B .40 Lonestar. It still runs after sitting for five
years.

Dave Ek holding for Doug Moon. What is he going
to do with this model?

The Strato-Trainer in flight.
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Dave’s fan blade heli on the roll out.

LTJG’s Jill Hannah and Theresa Haines from Cleveland OH after getting
their leather patch wings. They will both go on to Jacksonville, FL and fly
the Sikorski MH-60R Anti Submarine helis.

There seems to be a minor stability problem. “Wait ‘til next year”!

A small part of the ceiling of McGuires Pub. Yes, there is over a million dollars tacked
up there
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Proud dad Dan Hutchinson pinning the U.S. Navy wings of gold on his
daughter.

Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, North
Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming

District IX
by Carl Shoup

I received this letter from Gary
Hetrick:
“I built a Super Clown last winter
and only got about eight flights out of
it, including one contest.
“While doing a little OTS practice,
the engine decided to quit at the top of a
loop and the ship came straight down.
“It was totaled, since my feet don’t
move as fast as they used to. I like the
way the Super Clown performs, so I
have this one ready to go for this
season.
“By the way, we’re putting on an
indoor display at the SAC Museum on
March 31.
—Gary Hetrick
Gary’s new Super Clown is pictured
at right.
Remember District IX members, this is
your column; if you do not send me
information, I cannot put it in. Please
help me out.
Thanks. SN
—Carl
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District X
by Jim Hoffman

Arizona, California, Guam, Hawaii,
Nevada, Utah

Cholla Choppers
annual group photo.
Photographer Rickii
Pyatt.

Cholla Choppers Annual Group Photo
The Cholla Choppers of Tucson AZ.
have an annual Saturday night Christmas
party/awards dinner, followed by a Sunday
morning fly-in. We always take a group
photo at that opportunity. Rickii Pyatt is
the photographer and is, unfortunately, not
in the photo. The day was cold and foggy,
I drove in from Phoenix and it was IFR
most of the way.
Werner Springet’s Ultra Stunter
I recently met a gentleman named
Werner Springet who lives near me in the
Phoenix area. Werner is a veteran RC and
FF modeler and has been dabbling in CL
stunt lately. He is a commercial pilot and
currently flies Boeings 727s for a charter
airline.
Werner has resided and traveled
extensively through Europe and the
Middle East. Over the years Werner has
seen many models and was obviously
impressed by a small European vintage
stunt design called the Ultra Stunter. It
was designed in the early 1950s by Mr.
F.W. Biesterfeld and was kitted by
Graupner Modellbau in Germany during
the 1950s and 60s.
The original design is small and
powered by a .09 sized diesel motor.
Werner built the original .09 size version
and also scaled it up 150%, renaming it
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the Ultra Stunter 150. The larger version
has a 53-inch wingspan, 33-inch length,
weighs 37 ounces, and is powered by an
Evolution 36. I flew the big one and was
most impressed; it would be very
competitive in OTS. Hats off to Werner
for discovering and building an obscure,
yet high-performance airplane.

Jerry Martin’s Stiletto
The Reno Sparks Control Line Model
Airplane Club had a flying session on
New Year’s Day. Leon Mills provided me
some static and in flight photos of Jerry
Martin’s very nice looking Stiletto. Nice to
see District X activity in Nevada

Jerry Martin and his
Stiletto in Reno.
Photographer Leon
Mills.
Werner Springet’s Ultra Stunter. Photographer Ivan
Murphy.

caps. The Madman 56 is adequately
powered by a Roy Trantham Double Star
54. I hear it also flies pretty well. The
workmanship and paint are front row.
Front row in Lou’s neighborhood is
really saying something. Lou continues to
raise the bar in the pretty airplane
department.

Jerry Martin’s Stiletto flies on New
Year’s Day. Photographer Leon Mills.
Below right: Jerry Martin’s beautiful
Stiletto. Photographer Leon Mills.

Lou Wolgast and the
Madman 56.

Safety
I recently saw a photo on the Internet
that made me cringe. A very skilled
Brazilian named Marlus Lago was flying a
beautiful, tuned-pipe-equipped Trivial
Pursuit. The photos showed him starting
and tuning the plane with a stop watch on
a neck strap dangling in front of him.
This is a non-event 9,999 times out of
10,000. The consequences of the possible
accident are staggering. I’ve seen this
practice many times at the flying field and
wish to take an opportunity to perhaps
influence some safer behavior. Another
(safer) approach is to tuck that watch in
your back pocket and put it around your
neck as your walk to the handle. SN
Lou
Wolgast’s
Madman 56
ready for
duty.

Lou Wolgast OTS Madman 56
A new red airplane arrived on the scene
recently. Lou Wolgast built a beautiful
OTS Madman 56. This is a larger version
of the original standard Madman. Lou
relates that the Madman was built by J.C.
Yates and Bob Palmer and sometimes had

wheel spats on the
landing gear.
The airplane has
dihedral and Lou’s
also has good cockpit
detail. The wheels
feature modern tires with old time hub

What wrong in this picture?
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District XI
by Bruce Hunt

Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon,
Washington

With the contest season at an end, I was
searching for a good topic to write about
when I thought, You know, with Don
McClave taking on the PAMPA President’s
job, maybe I should write a bit about Don.
We all know Don well here in the
orthwest, but I would guess others may
not.
I first met Don in 1998. I had just
moved to Salem, Oregon, and learned that
there was a dedicated flying circle at the
Salem Airport. On a Sunday morning in
early June, I found the flying site with
Don putting in practice flights with one of
his Fox .35-powered Orientals. I offered to
help launch and retrieve his model, but
Don allowed as how he would take care of
that himself.
Thinking back on it, I’m sure that Don
was a bit uncertain about a stranger
handling his contest model. For myself I
didn’t know that Don was one of
PAMPA’s top Classic event pilots. I had
just gotten back into Precision Aerobatics
the previous year in St. Louis, Missouri,
and had my first competition as a beginner
at the Ice-O-lated contest in January. But
even with my limited experience I
recognized that Don was a very serious
competitor.
Later that year I met up with Don again
at the Raider Round-up in Seattle, and
back in Salem at the Fall Follies, the
contest season finale, where Don was
awarded the Classic Season Plaque for
once again out-pointing all other Classic
fliers in the Northwest. In fact, Don’s was
the only name on the plaque, having won
it every season since Classic was
established. That first year I also learned
that Don had an annual tradition of giving
last season’s model to someone who could
use a good model. Usually, the recipient
was a new flier or someone who had lost a
model in a crash.
The next season I learned that Don was
also a regular judge at contests, usually
Beginner, Intermediate, and Advanced,
since he often flew Expert in PAMPA
Class Events. I also learned that he and
Paul Walker had been flying together for a
number of years and that he was Paul’s
longtime coach.
On one weekend I found Don and Paul
flying together at the Salem Airport and
learned that Paul’s parents live in Salem.
After each flight, Don would meet Paul
walking in from the handle and they
would stand over Paul’s model quietly
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Don poses with his Mackey Lark in Salem before going to VSC. The Lark met an early demise, unfortunately.

discussing the flight. There would be some
hand waving and head nodding and then
they would make another flight. I even got
some help from Don trimming my model
(more nose weight), and some flying
advice (make the round maneuvers round,
not ovals).
At the first contest of the season, in
Portland, we would all get to see Don’s
new model. For a number of years it was
an Oriental, Fox-powered, of course. But
there were other designs, also. There were
a couple of versions of the Thunderbird, a
Nobler, a PT-19, a Skylark, a Mackey

Lark, a series of Tucker Specials, and a
Ruffy.
A few years ago when his Fox .35 was
struggling at VSC, he tried an OS LA .40
with a carbon fiber prop. From then on he
has switched completely to the “dark
side,” away from the classic Fox .35 and
hand balanced BY&O prop. Can an
electric-powered Classic model be that far
off? Say it isn’t so!
As always, you can get an excellent
report on everything going on in the
Northwest by checking out the news on
the website: http://flyinglines.org. SN

Here’s one of Don McClave’s early models, finished
with colored tissue trim. As I remember this model
was flown by Scott Riese in 1999.

Don poses with his first Tucker Special outside his
house in Portland.
Another version of the Tucker that performed quite
well for Don at both the VSC and the Nats.

Don flying his Nobler at the Raider Round-up in
1999.
Another view of Don’s Tucker.

Don lands his Tucker Special at the Raider Roundup for a rare win against Paul Walker in Classic.

Don judging with Jerry Eichten at the Fall Follies. If
Don is at a contest, he will usually judge at least one
event.

Don flies the Tucker at the Western Canadian Stunt
Championships.
Here is the Tucker Special that returned from VSC
with an O.S. .40 in the nose. Notice the carbon fiber
props on the flight box.

Don cleans up his Oriental after a spring practice
session with Paul Walker. The Oriental was still
powered by a Fox with a BY&O prop. This was the
last of Don’s Orientals. Paul was flying his fourstroke-powered Mustang.

Another view of the Mackey Lark.

Here’s another of Don’s short-lived models. This
Thunderbird with an upright engine never made it to
its first contest.
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Don assists Paul Walker at the Nats with the messy
electron insertion process.

Don’s latest Classic entry that should be ready for
the 2012 season.

Don discusses the finer points of stunt judging at a judging clinic in Portland.

Don’s Jamison Special used in Old-Time during the
2011 season.

Don’s PT-19 made its appearance at VSC but did
not finish the season in the Northwest.

Don launches for Paul Walker in Portland. Paul is
flying his Impact XL with electric power.
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Don signals before the start of an official flight with his Skylark at the Western Canadian Stunt
Championships.

Contests
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Stunt News Contest Calendar
Listings are what we had at the Stunt ews deadline. For up-to-date listings and additional information, see the PAMPA website:
www.control-line.org and the AMA website: modelaircraft.org/events/calendar.aspx. Be sure to confirm with the CD before going to a
contest. Please submit new listings to Howard Rush, hmrush@comcast.net. Submit contest ads to Gene Martine,
gmflying@bellsouth.net.
Events marked with an asterisk use nonstandard rules. Contact CD for details.
2012 Contests:
March 13-17
Vintage Stunt Championships XXIV, Christopher Columbus
Park, 4600 N. Silverbell Rd, Tucson, AZ
Tuesday: Old Time round 1, Ignition* round 1
Wednesday: Old Time, round 2, Ignition* round 2, Classic
appearance judging
Thursday: Classic round 1
Friday: Classic round 2
Saturday: Classic round 3, banquet
Entry deadline March 2
Contacts: Lou Wolgast, 3652 E. Northern Dancer, Tucson, AZ
85739, (520) 749-1812 or (520) 850-9685,
cdvsc@ccmaconline.org
Robin Sizemore, 12405 E. Arbor Vista Blvd., Tucson, AZ 85749,
(520) 749-4434, vscsidekick@ccmaconline.org
Jim Hoffman, 2658 W. Montgomery Dr., Chandler, AZ 85224,
(480) 897-0630, windswept4@cox.net;
www.ccmaconline.org/VSCxx.htm
April 21-22
Jim Walker Memorial Spring Tune-Up, East Delta Park,
Portland, OR
Saturday: Old Time, Classic-Nostalgia*, Profile *
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced,
Expert)
CD: Leo Mehl, mehlprtlnd@q.com , (503) 257-5005.
http://flyinglines.org/12.jwflyer.pdf
May 5-6
Woodland/Davis Aeromodelers Fun Day, 44643 County Road
29, Davis, CA (1.4 miles east of County Road 102)
Saturday: Old Time, Classic, Stunt 25*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced,
Expert)
Contact: Clint Ormosen, ormosen3@sbcglobal.net
May 18-20
Brotherhood of the Ring Ringmaster Roundup, Scobee Flying
Park, Westheimer Pkwy and FM 1464, Houston, TX
Saturday: Old Time*, Precision Aerobatics* (Beginner,
Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
Sunday: Team Stunt*
All events original S-1 Ringmasters only, loaners available
Contacts: Dee Rice, 10 South Mossrock Rd., Spring, TX 77380,
golfrice1@yahoo.com, David Strawn, dstrawntx@verizon.net, or
Richard Grogan, muzrik2gr@yahoo.com;
www.brotherhoodofthering.info
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May 19-20
Atlanta Stunt Meet, Lockheed Martin, Marietta, GA
Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
CD: Tom Dixon, (770) 592-3279
May 20
GSCB Profile Meet & Tailgate Swap Meet, George L Gaydos
Field, Two Bridges Rd., Lincoln Park, NJ.
Profile* (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
CD: Roy Ward, (973) 402-0925, team4ward@aol.com.
May 25-27
orthwest Control Line Regionals, Mahlon Sweet Airport,
Eugene, OR
Friday: Old Time
Saturday: Classic-Nostalgia*, Profile *
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced,
Expert)
CD: John Thompson, 2456 Quince St., Eugene, OR 97404, (541)
689-5553, johnt4051@ aol.com;
http://flyinglines.org/12.reg.flyer.pdf
May 26
Chicagoland Circle Cutters’ Windy City Classic, Ned Brown
Forest Preserve (Busse Woods), Golf Rd near Rte 53, Rolling
Meadows, IL. Entrance is off Golf Rd. Turn into forest preserve,
make the first left. Drive to the end and park.
Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert),
Basic Flight*
CD: Mike Schmitt, 34431 N. Tangueray Dr., Grayslake, IL
60030, (847) 543-1216, michaelschmitt@att.net
May 26-27
Memorial Day Weekend Contest, Scobee Flying Park,
Westheimer Pkwy and FM 1464, Houston, TX
Saturday: Old Time, Classic
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced,
Expert)
CD: Frank Williams, lonestar_77062@yahoo.com
June 3
GSCB June Stunt Meet Part One, George L. Gaydos Field,
Two Bridges Rd., Lincoln Park, NJ
Old Time I and II, Classic (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced,
Expert)
CD: Ron Testa, (973) 493-7389, billiards98@aol.com
June 10
Wisconsin Stunt and Scale Championship, Wagner Park,
Pewaukee, WI

Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
CD: Peter Mick, (262) 377-6137, pmick82541@aol.com
June 12-16
Brodak Fly-In, Brodak flying field, Carmichaels PA. See
website for map and directions.
Tuesday: Profile* (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
Wednesday: Classic-Nostalgia 30* (Beginner, Intermediate,
Advanced, Expert)
Thursday: Old Time (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert),
Precision Aerobatics appearance judging (Intermediate,
Advanced, Expert)
Friday: Precision Aerobatics flying (Beginner, Intermediate,
Advanced, Expert) round 1
Saturday: Precision Aerobatics flying (Beginner, Intermediate,
Advanced, Expert) round 2
CDs: Allen W. Brickhaus, abkb801@shawneelink.net, and Tom
Hampshire, th31919@gmail.com; http://brodak.com/fly-in.
June 16, 17
Dallas Aero Summer Heat, Dallas Hobby Park, E. Northwest
Highway and Garland Rd., Garland, TX
Saturday: Old Time, Classic
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced,
Expert)
CD: Dale Gleason, n42222@nortexinfo.net; http://www.dmaa1902.org
June 23-24
Stunt-A-Thon, Thun Field (Pierce County Airport), Meridian
Ave. E and 186th St, Puyallup, WA
Saturday: Old Time, Classic, Profile*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced,
Expert)
CD: Dave Gardner, 15107 SE 145th PL, Renton, WA 98059,
(425) 235-5190, davegardner55@msn.com
June 24
GSCB June Stunt Meet Part Two, George L. Gaydos Field,
Two Bridges Rd., Lincoln Park, NJ
Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate*, Advanced*,
Expert*)
Contact: Ron Testa, (973) 493-7389, billiards98@aol.com
June 24
orCal Midsummer Stunt Fest, 44643 County Road 29, Davis,
CA (1.4 miles east of County Road 102)
Stunt 25*, Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate,
Advanced, Expert)
CDs: Walt Ghio, 1380 Elkhorn Drive, Stockton, CA 95209, (209)
478-8225, f1bwalt@comcast.net
Pete Cunha, 6433 Shady Springs Way, Citrus Heights, CA 95621,
(916) 541-0593, laguna3@surewest.net
www.aeromaniacs.com
July 16-21
2012 AMA Control Line Aerobatics ational Championships,
AMA, Muncie, IN
See January-February, 2012 Stunt ews for schedule.
See www.modelaircraft.org/events/nats/entryforms.aspx for

schedule and forms.
Official events director: David Fitzgerald,
DavidLFitzgerald@sbcglobal.net
Old Time, Classic events director: Darrell Harvin,
spritof52@hotmail.com
Beginner event director: Allen Brickhaus,
abkb801@shawneelink.net
Intermediate event director: Bob Brookins,
clstuntflyer@bobbrookins.com
Aug. 4-5
Western Canada Stunt Championships, Rice Mill Road flying
site, Richmond, B.C.
Saturday: Classic, Profile *
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced,
Expert)
CD: Keith Varley, kandmv@shaw.ca
August 5
Precision Aerobatics, Mountainview Park, Middlesex, NJ
Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
CD: Pete Sofko, (732) 873-2190
August 5
Stunt in the Berkshires, Boyd Company, 501 Pleasant Street
(Route 102), Lee, MA
Take exit 2 off the Mass Pike, heading towards Stockbridge.
Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
CDs: Bill Hummel, (518) 766-9432,
camphummel@hotmail.com, and Chris Sarnowski, 27 Marion
Road, Bedford, MA 01730, (617) 605-0420, fchriss@gmail.com
August 11-12
Third Annual Jim Coll Memorial Stunt Contest, 6035 Shiloh
Camp Road, 2 miles SW of Hurlock, MD
Saturday: Old Time (Intermediate, Advanced and Expert
combined), Profile* (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced,
Expert)
CD: Jack Rosemere (410) 330 4663, jrosemere@verizon.net
Contacts: Dennis Hasting: (302) 448 1167
Tim Stagg: (410) 310 9534, tstagg@goeaston.net;
www.esacclub.org/
August 18-19
Dick Scobee Memorial, Auburn Municipal Airport, 16th St. NE
and D St. NE, Auburn, WA
Saturday: Old Time*, Classic, Profile*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced,
Expert)
CD: Pete Ferguson, (206) 930- 6221 pferg3@comcast.net
August 18-19
Paducah Aero Modelers’ Western Kentucky/Southern Illinois
Stunt Championships, McCracken County Model Air Park,
Paducah, KY: Take exit 3 off I-24 on the Kentucky side of the
Ohio River. Turn east on Old Cairo Road and find Coleman
Road off to the right (south) at about one mile. Travel south on
Coleman Road three quarters of a mile and turn left (east) on
County Park Road. Go through the open, right, red gate and
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drive to the top of the hill.
Saturday: Beginner Precision Aerobatics, Basic Flight*, Profile*,
Classic-Nostalgia*, Old Time
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics* (Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
CD: Allen W. Brickhaus, PO Box 206, Golconda, IL 62938, (618)
683-7611 (home), (618) 841-0089 (cell),
abkb801@shawneelink.com
August 25-26
Ted Goyet Memorial, 44643 County Road 29, Davis, CA (1.4
miles east of County Road 102)
Saturday: Old Time, Classic, Profile* (Beginner and
Intermediate, Advanced and Expert), Stunt 25*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced,
Expert)
CDs: Walt Ghio, 1380 Elkhorn Drive, Stockton, CA 95209, (209)
478-8225, f1bwalt@comcast.net
Doug Barton, 160 Park Ave., Woodland, CA 95695, (530) 6626469, dbarton@woodlandaviation.com
August 25-26
Fellowship of Christian Modelers FCM at AMA, AMA, E.
Memorial Drive, Muncie, IN
Saturday: Classic, Old Time, Profile *
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced,
Expert, Masters*)
Contact: Allen Goff, 2100 N Carrolton Dr., Muncie, IN 47304,
(765) 759-7473, fcm95@comcast.net; www.fcmodelers.com
September 1-2
Charles Ash Memorial Greater Southwestern
Championships, Dallas Hobby Park, E. Northwest Highway and
Garland Rd., Garland, TX
Saturday: Old Time, Classic, Profile*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate*,
Advanced*, Expert*)
CD: Tom Farmer, tom.farmer@sbcglobal.net; http://www.dmaa1902.org
September 8-9
Mitch Lilly Memorial Massachusetts Cup, Crackerbarrel
Fairgrounds, Emerald Street near the intersection of Emerald and
Shear Streets, Wrentham, MA. The fairgrounds are part of the
Wrentham State School complex.
Saturday: Old Time, Classic
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced,
Expert)
CD: Chris Sarnowski, 27 Marion Road, Bedford, MA 01730,
(617) 605-0420, fchriss@gmail.com
September 8-9
R. F. Stevenson Memorial Raider Roundup, Auburn Municipal
Airport, 16th St. NE and D St. NE, Auburn, WA
Saturday: Old Time*, Classic, Profile*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced,
Expert)
CD: Howard Rush, (425) 746-5997, hmrush@comcast.net
September 8-9
Memphis Stunt Classic, Millington Barnstormers field, Sykes
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Road, Millington, TN
Saturday: Old Time, Classic*, Profile*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics* (Beginner, Intermediate,
Advanced, Expert)
CD: Louis Rankin, 901-837-1511, lwr_@msn.com
September 16
Bergen County Control Line Flyers, GSCB Stunt Contest,
288 Roosevelt Drive, Palisades Park, NJ Take path by the river
to south end of facility.
Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate*, Advanced*,
Expert*)
CD: Rich Giacobone, 438 Hillside Ave, Palisades Park, NJ
07650-1314, (201) 947-9638
September 22
VCL Stunt Fest, Meadowood Special Recreation Management
Area, 10207 Old Colchester Rd. Lorton VA
Old Time, Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate,
Advanced, Expert)
CD: Dick Houser (703) 489-5647, yvech8v@verizon.net;
www.nvcontrolline.com
September 22-23
Meat ’n Meat XIV, 44643 County Road 29, Davis, CA (1.4
miles east of County Road 102)
Saturday: Old Time, Classic
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced,
Expert), Fox .15 Hurl*
CD: Jim Aron, (510) 654-2200, UncleJimby@aol.com;
www.aeromaniacs.com
September 22-23
Broken Arrow 25 Stunt and Scale Contest, Buder Park, Valley
Park, MO
Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
CD: Robert Arata, (636) 391-0272, srarata@att.net
September 29-30
Oklahoma Controline Championships, Reeves Field, Catoosa,
OK
On the east side of Tulsa, take Highway 412 2.9 miles east from
I-44, turn left (north) at Admiral (26500 E). Turn left on access
road (E Archer St.). Field is ¼ mile west on the right between
buildings with red and green roofs.
Saturday: Old Time,* Classic*, Profile*
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner Junior, Beginner SeniorOpen, Intermediate*, Advanced*, Expert*)
CD: De Hill (918) 743-4912, dfhill@juno.com
Assistant CD: Lee Thiel, (918) 691-2717,
fox4now@valornet.com; www.tulsacl.com/
September 30
GSCB Fall Air Show Part I, 288 Roosevelt Drive, Palisades
Park, NJ. Take path by the river to south end of facility.
Old Time I and II (flapped models only), Classic* (Beginner,
Intermediate, Advanced, Expert)
CD: Mike Cooper, (973) 770-0263, mcooper@asco.com
October 6-7

Columbus Day Weekend Contest, Scobee Flying Park,
Westheimer Pkwy and FM 1464, Houston, TX
Saturday: Old Time, Classic
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced,
Expert)
CD: Frank Williams, lonestar_77062@yahoo.com
October 7
3rd Annual Jim Tichy Memorial Vintage Stunt Contest, John
F. Kennedy Memorial Park, Napa, CA
Old Time, Classic
CD: Jim Aron, (510) 654-2200, UncleJimby@aol.com;
www.aeromaniacs.com
October 7
GSCB Fall Air Show Part II, 288 Roosevelt Drive, Palisades
Park, NJ Take path by the river to south end of facility.
Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate*, Advanced*,
Expert*)
CD: Mike Ostella, (201) 704-7081, mike.ostella@verizon.net

October 20-21
Lee Lorio Memorial Control Line Stunt Championship,
Independence Park, 111 Lobdell Ave., Baton Rouge, LA
Circles are immediately east of Liberty Lagoon water park.
Saturday: Classic, Military Stunt*, Profile* (Beginner,
Intermediate, Advanced, Expert),
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced,
Expert)
CD: Doug Patterson, (225) 629-0290 (home), (225) 270-2181
(cell), jd3patterson@gmail.com
Assistant CD: Tommy Mansur, (225) 235-0882
October 20-21
34th Annual Golden State Stunt Championships, Clovis, CA,
contact Brian for site
Saturday: Old Time, Classic
Sunday: Precision Aerobatics (Beginner, Intermediate, Advanced,
Expert)
Contact: Brian Massey (559) 908-9431, bjmassey2@gmail.com;
www.californiacarclubs.com/GSSC.htm
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The 42nd annual...

Control-Line
Regionals

Northwest

Eugene, Oregon

May 25-26-27, 2012

Championship Control-Line flying competition
With 40 events, the Northwest Regionals provides the largest selection of CL competition
events and awards available in a single contest in North America.

You can compete in these great championship events:
• AEROBATICS — 4 PAMPA classes of Precision Aerobatics, Old-Time Stunt, Classic Stunt,
Nostalgia 30 Stunt and two classes of Profile Stunt!
• COMBAT — AMA Fast, 1/2-A (high-performance), 80-mph and Vintage Diesel!
• NAVY CARRIER — Profile, Class I, Class II, .15 and Nostalgia (Profile and Class I-II), Sport 40!
• RACING — Mouse I, NW Sport, NW Super Sport, NW Clown!
• SCALE — Precision, AMA Sport Scale and AMA Profile Scale!
• SPEED — 1/2-A, 1/2-A Proto, A, B, D, FAI, Jet, Formula 40, .21 sport, .21 Proto, NW Sport Jet,
F2D Proto and Northwest C Speed!

Enjoy the Regionals at Eugene Airport!
Smooth paved surface ... Ample parking ... Camping and RV space ... Rest rooms
Food concessions ... Restaurant at airport terminal ... Motels a short drive away
TROPHIES ... MERCHANDISE PRIZES ... EVENT CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHIES
Follow the signs to Eugene Airport: Take the Belt Line Road West exit from Interstate 5 (Exit 195). Take
Belt Line to the Highway 99 North exit. Go north on Highway 99, turn left on Airport Road. Stay on
Airport Road all the way to the flying site, on the right side of the road across from the airport terminal.

For your convenience: Advance registration!
Sign up early and purchase your T-shirts and sweatshirts in advance.
Discount for all early entry and shirt sales! Write for entry package:
John Thompson, 2456 Quince St., Eugene, OR 97404; JohnT4051@aol.com
Regionals hotel: Get a special room rate at the Courtyard by Marriott. Go to flyinglines.org
“Where the Action Is” and click on the Courtyard link for quick booking, or call 541-726-2121
and ask for Northwest Control-Line Regionals group rate. Reserve by May 3, please!

FOR INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Contest Director John Thompson, 2456 Quince St., Eugene, OR 97404
E-mail johnt4051@aol.com, telephone 541-689-5553
The Northwest Regionals are brought to you in part by

Eugene Toy & Hobby, 541-344-2117, www.eugenetoyandhobby.com
For more information and late updates, visit flyinglines.org
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The Northwest Control-Line Regionals
Eugene Airport, Eugene, Oregon, May 25-26-27, 2012
FRIDAY
Speed (all classes)
Carrier (all classes)
Old-Time Stunt
AMA Fast Combat

10:30-6
10:30-5
Noon
1 p.m.

SATURDAY
HP 1/2A combat
8:30 a.m.
Mouse Race I
9 a.m.
Classic/ Nostalgia 30 Stunt
Appearance judging 9 a.m.
Carrier (all classes)
9-5
Speed (all classes)
9-6
Classic/N30 Flying
10 a.m.
Profile Stunt
1 p.m.
NW Sport Race
10 a.m.
NW Super Sport Race Noon
80mph Combat *
Noon
Flying Clown Race
2 p.m.
Scale static judging
4 p.m.

SUNDAY
Advanced-Expert Aerobatics
Appearance Judging 8:30 a.m.
Vintage Diesel Combat 8:30 a.m *
Carrier (all classes)
9-4
Advanced-Expert
PA flying
9:15 a.m.
Beg.-Int. PA flying
10 a.m.
Scale flying
10 a.m.
Contest ends
4:30 p.m.
Awards ceremony
5 p.m.
* 80mph Combat will finish on
Sunday morning if necessary, with
Vintage Diesel Combat to follow

SCHEDULE NOTES
• No engine running before 8 a.m. any day. Electric flying OK.
• Schedule may be adjusted due to number of entries, weather conditions, etc.
• Site will be open for camping and limited flying starting at noon Thursday, May 24. No flying or camping on Wednesday.
• Registration Friday 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m.-noon, Sunday 8 a.m.-10 a.m.

RULES INFORMATION
• AMA events are per 2011-12 AMA rule book, except as noted below. AMA rules can be downloaded at
www.modelaircraft.com; Northwest rules can be obtained at flyinglines.org or by mail by writing contest director.
Not knowing the rules is no excuse — get a copy now!
• Northwest Rules will be used for these events: NW Sport Race, NW Super Sport Race, Flying Clown Race, .15 Carrier,
Nostalgia Carrier, Sport 40 Carrier, 80-mph combat, Vintage Diesel Combat, Profile Stunt, Northwest Sport Jet Speed, C
Speed and F2D Proto Speed.
• PRECISION AEROBATICS: ARF planes allowed, zero appearance points. ARC appearance up to 10 points maximum.
Old-Time Stunt, Profile Stunt and Beginner-Intermediate Precision Aerobatics will be flown on grass. Precision Aerobatics
Model Pilots Association rules will be used for Old-Time Stunt, Classic Stunt and Nostalgia 30 Stunt.
• COMBAT — Fast combat single elimination. 80mph and 1/2-A double-elimination; Diesel four rounds if time permits.
1/2-A combat will be flown on 42-foot lines, starters OK. LINE-TENSION FLYAWAY SHUTOFFS required in
Fast and 80mph: Failure of a shutoff results in disqualification from the event. Be sure that yours works!
• SCALE —Make sure your airplane has been flight tested and is ready for competition, per AMA rules.
Precision Scale event is AMA Designer Scale except that planes built from kits or plans are allowed.
• Safety thongs required in all events.
• Contestants may at some times be required to assist in timing or judging.

OTHER INFORMATION
• AMA or MAAC membership required for all participants. AMA membership available at registration.
• Only participants and officials allowed in flying areas. All others must stay outside roped-off or restricted areas.
• Absolutely no alcoholic beverages on flying field during meet hours.
• Awards — Trophies and merchandise through third place in each event. Event champion trophies for each category!
• Product vendors contact contest director for permission and site info.
• Primitive camping allowed on site (no hookups). Commercial camping/RV locations nearby.
• Attendees must stay inside the fenced flying site and public areas. Entry to the adjacent airport land is restricted.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Contest Director John Thompson, 2456 Quince St., Eugene, OR 97404
E-mail johnt4051@ aol.com, telephone 541-689-5553 or see flyinglines.org
The Northwest Control-Line Regionals are sponsored and produced by the Northwest Regionals Management
Association in association with flyinglines.org and Northwest control-line clubs.
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Appearance Point
by Bob Duncan

After an eight-month layoff from building model planes, I
started to get the itch to build again. I didn’t want to reinvent
the wheel, and so spent a lot of time trying untested ideas.
My first thought was to pick a proven commodity with a
good pedigree.
My choice was David Fitzgerald’s Thunder Gazer. I’m not
into building kits, but I do enjoy building from scratch, so I
ordered a set of plans and a set of wing ribs from RSM. I
wondered if this plane would fly inverted as well as right
side up.
To answer this question, I queried Jim Aron and Brett
Buck for their thoughts, while not divulging the reason for
the question. I got somewhat of a vague answer from both of
them. Not to be deterred, I concluded it would, so I built the
plane upside down, moving the rudder and canopy to the top
side. This gives the plane a low thrustline and stab (very
unusual in today’s stunt world).
The Thunder Gazer has a lot of straight lines (wingtips,
stab, rudder etc), so I rounded them off. I now have an upside
down Thunder Gazer that looks nothing like the original.

Bob Duncan’s Tazer
It’s not your
father’s Thunder
Gazer!

Specifications:
Model name: Tazer
Designer: Bob Duncan
Construction type: Built-up, 1/16-inch balsa, sheeted,
geodetic structured C-tube wing
Wingspan: 603/4 inches
Wing area: 630 square inches
Moment arms: Nose moment:
101/2 inches, Tail moment: 181/2
inches
Weight (without battery): 53
ounces
Power package:
Motor: AXI 2826/10 Gold Line
electric
Battery: Zippy 2650 mAh 4S
(weight 10.5 ounces)
ESC: Castle Phoenix 45
Timer: Will Hubin Fm-2a with
remote start/stop button
Propeller: APC 13 dia. x 4.5 pitch
electric pusher

My plan is to have David Fitzgerald fly the
Tazer—not knowing anything of what I’ve done—to
get his impression of the flight characteristics and
then let him in on my little secret. Note the name
“Tazer” on my plane is a contraction of the name on
Dave’s plane: Thunder Gazer. SN
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Finish:
Silkspan, Sig butyrate dope, computer-generated
wing lettering stencils, and final clear coats Sig
butyrate dope

